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Nevoo Vrerys 
ifs aly af te tro Ootrasets a 
depier mot ex-Shab. Const 
nti haw proved fallare and present 
Situation cannot eoatinue 


Persian Regent, Tas acted on Part XXX, 
Rees TaN © Pha ed 


raePerian alnag Rito to Part 
No. 420. Lond Crowe. agrocs 

that questions in paragraphs 2 and 9 
rout examined by Comtmiten of Tn 
feria Defence fie wil reply separately 
Shmmemphd te ee 


Munter of Captain Bekfon. Refers, to 
Part XXXII, No, 434, Concurs in Part| 
ARKIN cans 


st aa Grae ‘Talis. t| 
KKM, NO. 435. Tabriz. reports| 
agitation agains, and in favour of Baad, | 
Consul speaks highly of Belg 

tration, which does” not receive support | 
i or is 
ing. sharp miesage to Governor- 

ral (#¢0 Nos. 6 and 20)» 


Avertaijan, Hefera to No. 5. Minister 
for Forciga Affairs says situation seriovs, 
1d hopes His Majeaty'« Government may 
ke representations at St, Petersburg, 

fo that Russian eouval may’ be instructed 
{0 discourage movement (Sew No.17) + 


‘Turco-Persian frontier, Persian Guverament 
‘ato that serious situation threatens t0 
ovelop on Kurdistan frontier, Turks 
preparing to occupy territory north of 
att-iShiria (s00 Nos. 19, 90, and 52) | 


instrcted to presenta 
G00, ax suitable amount, En 
quires views (4¢0 No. 56). 


Deputation of special oficor, to -Diaful, 
ts Jogeaia frown Sir Ps Cox 
recommending 4. we 


Murder of Capa, Hekfol, | Rafer. to 

No. 417. Repeats telegram | 

from Shiras reporting measures proposed | 
by GovernorCeneral 


Major Cox's 
Gives details of proposed 
Country to be traversed is most unsettled, 
and escorts would have to be arranged 
for with Hat Governors of Kerman 
sand Yeed (see No. 18) se 








Teperal Dank 


‘To Sir W. Town 


‘To Si G, Lowther 


Sir W. Townley 








Dee, 18, 1917 





Baoyage and light, Refers to Part XNXM, 
No, 357, ‘Transits letter to, Govern 
tment of India requesting. hixtructions (vee 
NOMI)? Gees ey Sg 


Ligbting and buorage of Persian Gul 
‘Agrees that it will Lo better not to ap= 
‘proach Persian Goverment yet 


Trane Persian Railway, ‘anemia 
to Government of India requesting views 
‘measures required for security. of 
tuiltary and naval position at mouit of 
Galt cou tins Sear oa 


te isnve, 102, sharos of avk iasued. at 
2 pretium, ‘Transits originel und sup> 
pletneatal charter and resolution of share- 
Holders (see No, 1581 Si 


Murder of Captain ekford, Mefers: to 
Part XXXII, No. 418 Hix Majesty's 
Government. would not be. justified in 

Ivancing money for punitive expedit 
if it is probable that it will fail (s00 
ING 68) acxthic msc cine fe us 


jor Hopkiny's journey. Refers to No. 12, 
fs there greatar danger for bin than for 
WP Steward? (See No. 27, an 

XNIT, Not 828 and $61) a 


Refers to No.6. To ask Russian 
Foro to instruct 
oa 


by Persian Mi 
(Heo No, 34) 


‘Tureo-Persian frontier 


‘Turco-Persian front 
Tf Rossian colleague iy. instructed to 
‘enquire and remonstrate, £0 support him 
(We Nos. 18 and 29) 57 ee we 


‘Tabriz, Mefers to No. 5. Repeats telogeam 
‘rom consti at ‘abrix reporting interview 
sith Governor-General, who says the is 

favour of Sand nor Hostile to 
Tstructions received by Ruse 
itor (900NO,87) ea 


instigation of ‘urkoman yids, 
Refors to Part XXNH, No. 201. ‘Trans 
nits despatch from general at 
Moshed. The Mr. Meriton referred to 
‘was subsequently captured by ‘Turkomans 
(oo No. 126, and Part XXXH, No, 296)., 


Rossian action in Averbaljon. ‘Transoita 
neting consul at Tabet, 
if it donirable. to, mako 


mits despateh from Mr. 

Seting consul at Shiraz.” Gi 

Able expend of elit 

woexpedition in 4. ‘4 
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Dec, 17, 1912 


23, 


i 
Shiraz. ‘Transwits two despatches from Mr. 
‘Stuart recording apprecia i 
rendered to Lis Majesty's cousulato by 
Colonel Douglas and by Mr. Smith and 
stall of Tndo:Buropean Telegraph Depart- 

tment (6e2NO127) 2 


Restoration of order in Far district 
‘reation of ltr foros aud 
Gftmdget, Lackof moueyinchet ditealey 


iahing most dest 
Kinler present circumstances, th on | 
ieeneral stoaton and. towards Governor- 
Sorera'siltary and. financial schemes 
(Guar? eeae ee 


pos 
Company, but does uot think that. excep 

measures should be resorted to (sbe 
Now. 217 and 316) 


Major Hopkins’ 
| No. 16. "Ills journey. 

by somo risk, but arrangements for his 
safety could’ probably be made with 
Governors of Herman and Youd (seo | 
NOOB) Soar tel 





| Porsian Cabinet crisis and Ala-os- e's | 
cael 
Secu agen eae 

| eases 


‘Turev-Persian frontier, Refers to No, 18. 
Minister for Foreign Affary thauks for 
Noo 19, Ho has already. 

issih Atmbassaddor to enquire | 


Minister for Forel 
havo been sent to 

that thero fs no intention of 
No.6) « 3 


Hormue oxide. 
‘iderations leading to conclusion 
ight is not beld in perpetuity, bat 
fan be withdraven at any tine by’ the 
Persian Governinent (see No. 130) 


‘Trans-Persian Railway. ‘Transmits memo- 


ih. 7 
from Dito of Caton Hunde Abia 
Teapecting resumption of expotatoa 
iidnotendemierss ye ae 


Tnigues at Tabrin, Has acted on N 
Misstor for Foreign Affairs will 
Atruetions to cons in sense desire 
ite tat a Pesan, a ot is 
ble opi that Sspfoned to Dak 
fe aaye itn. topoble. to. withdraw 
IMoop Support should bave bees con 
tue to Sal Regent must no roma 
in Paris (age Now Sand 88) 45 
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‘To Sir W. Townley... 


Sir W, Townley 
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sie loa Hees, to Pr 
KAKI, Noo SI, Gives gis of arranges 
ee eh Mit of and 
{Telogeaps with approval of Cabinet (io 
‘Nos. 71 and 133) sf os - . 


‘Tareo-erwian foal, efor to 
Repeats telegram from Kerman 
origin of report, Ts obtaining information 
from vice-coasil —. 


to No. 20, 
‘cousul structed to tell Sipab 

‘and Shuja that they must stop anbversive 
moyement going on in (seo No. 167) + 


Khor Muss, ‘Transits tolerate from Sir P, 
Cox stating that shoikh would welcome a 
tlegram from i ty"* Government 
stating thole appreciation of his liberality 
(oe No, 80) Dineen 


Persian Cabinot. Refers to Part: XXXU 
No, 435, Interview with Motainau on 
his progratomo of reforms, which makes a 
doclded progressive step.' Fate of Cabinet 
depends on his inclusion, His hesitating. 
{ot lnck of assurances as to loun for execs 
thon of programme (soe No, 63) 4 


Lighthouso on Sheikh Shoaib. Toadvisablo 
{to spproach Persian Government for the 
‘moment wt any rato (Heo No,91) vs 


ing of import dules. Voardf Trade 
Mini ang come to 
Majiy's Government fo 


Persian Cabinot, Rofern to No, 28, 
urge Ali-es-Saltaueh (0 announce 
Cabinet atonee — . 


Monthly summary, Transmits for Decombor 


Hormuz oxide, Persian Government have 
Permit baht sew lvat ut 
ties (wo NaH ease ae 


Advance to Governor-General of Fars. 
Refers to Part XNXIL,No.251, Arrango- 
‘nents sande with MM Moruaed ai Minisior 
for Foreign Affairs for proper control. 
‘Trauamite corrospondonee 


Gorsack brigade, Reports arrangement for 
ncreaso of, £0 4,800, conditional on Joan, . 


Murder of Captain Hekford. —Tefers. to 
No, 25, ‘Tranamits telogram from consul 
‘at Shiraz, giving. reasons why foreosbould 
be under irtish oficers. Considers thore 
would be danger of friction between two 
nalitary forces. under officers. of two 
nationalitns. we 6 

Movement of Russian troops. Refers to 

srt XNXIL, No, ORL. Report an to from 
‘vien-conl at Mesht (soe No. 248) 


Kermanstiah-Hamalan road. Tran 





b 
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trae Varo eae vows cneteot Gabon formed by Alves Sutauey 

Tulfway might have on Bsitidh naval and | Requests Heyent be utged to give his 

Ey pation woah of Galt tention as ado ax pale Meee be 
YP Poss 


= She i 
Vite | 78 Wonca aes a) 


unsatisfactory, Asks for instructions (see ‘Tureo-Persian frontier. Refors to No, 
Now) Some eee e 


‘Missin for Foreign Aliry ns silat 
information .. ae 


[tm 998 : sc | ‘en 16) 01 | Fein Catinoe Raton No.8 Gv 
| 


sir Lowther L Tareo-Persian footie. Refers to No. 
Pines Ten conshlogeneral, Bagdad, has 00 | Toigques a Talc and Puan Cabinet 
auch laornation. On the contrary, som¢ fers No.8, Views of Hi Majesty 
lth router gasisoan have bee with: Government onbodle In private lotr to 
dru (ie Nes tand 107). «| 49 Minor for Porelgn Atte (ast No. 77) 
Pen Persian Cabinet, Refers to. No, 38 Ap- ‘To Sit W. Townley..|_ 10 Tel, Murder of Captain Hektor, Puniiva expe 
Be Ne Terai roves languego to. Sota sod pro Alton, Refers to Part XXXI Noo, 
Frame of reforms, iy Majerty' ‘Oo: Objections oan expedition, Gavdnreries 
Terme clneoe promi. wate gill by atsengtbone Propo for 
Tac el focaty ro rte ocder oar Gerowonial act of roparaion,” Poste 
nt Tarn advance on ie'at once (00 | sluroative in cousolation of Bra te 
f forests at eutrane to Gal ove No 99°. 

"To Sir, Buchanan, Pena Cabinet. To in. Bekfor, 
Mo Si Buch 7 ore ae gu (ee fleders now vapatistod. for 
a 8 th Aleureh talon Uy Governors 
Gateral (ue No. 67) ¢ 


Maule by Si Ue Yeudikliast-Bunbitwroud,  Refernto No, 66, 
Miniter for Bolg Airs hu tid 
« oH for 


Xc9 ck on Leutoant ulock, Refers to 
aly es Accepts proposal for claim for 


Schimio will ost about 000% for three 

yeare (60 Nos. 79 an 3) yes 

| | Major Hopkins journey. Refers to 

fe, Buchanan. Persian Cabioet, Refer to No. 54, Tiss No. 27. Go 

st mest aca that 

roposel programme of reforms sod ol No.1 

tevctions ins No. 83.” Minister” for f i 
‘nie’ objections Sir G. Buchanan go at Meshod, Refers to 

to wl avait amar tN ttt Hae SAME N92 Han a 

ing anything. lo again deplore fc Auiies of Minister for Ror 

that support as withdrave from Saad tho wil examine tho. ou 


No20) 


whether ho 


‘To St G, Bachan, Iatnigien at Tabrie and Persian © 

eater? Teens to No. 34. Approves lauguag 

Only fem for to ow 

te ung loration o 

Tests for ean 

Ta ste for 

tend 

Hopi ure wating Sa De 
water commaication 49 Roget. (co 

ite ae ce Urn ‘To India Ofico 


Interference of Russian conus in North 
Pe Hay communicated to Ministar 
Aliirs memorandum iy Part 


report (wee No. 343) 


logge, oman Soatara 
rua, Trananits No,” 88, and Part 
fai wioenees canta TransePerian Hallway. Refers to Part AXMIL, No. B17," Propases'to approve 
‘to Sie W. Garetin .. ,Contdontial OAM Bir W, Town's propa Hopes Sooee. 

sary authority wo stare work at onc 
‘tata tno say” bo conveyed to’ Me, 
KingsWood ; 





fgutonant » Colonel Bushire-Shirez road, Transnits memo 
barra coeaal al nua by Mr. Chick respectogy especialy | 


Proposes talon 
te rovands rales of trator and tana i oy tat bo nou oxeria 
impostions (see Now. 436'and 458) — | 52 Ih hoiso of tomune for 
tian ovoruaent again 08 


Khor Muss, Refers to Part XXXII, No. Sheikh 


410. Transmits copy of document co 
‘eying t Sheikh of Mohammerah asaur- 
lance esto lease of land by British aubjeote | 59 
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‘To Imperial Bank of 
Taps 


‘To Anglo-Persian Oi 
Company 
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Indi Ofico 


Persian Transport 
Company 


Sie G, Buobenaa 


‘To Sir W. Townley. 


19 Te, 


‘To Bir, Buchanan,.| 91 ‘Tol. 


‘To Sir F, Bortio 





Inulin Ofeo 





18, 1918 | Telegraphic communication 


Versa, His Majesty's Government, have 
thongit it inadvisable to erect, wireless 
station at Mobammersh. His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran instructed to request 
‘periniasion to put Arabistan lines in order 
(see No. 156) mS 


Railway construction in Persia.» 


to Regent. osm 

ue tink large loan necesary. Tey 
fannot at promi withdraw troops (# 
Now Bian) ce eee 


Atiack on Lioutenaut Bullock, Refers to 
Part XXNIT, No. 436, 600%, in adequate 
fs compgasition, fn addition totter 

i To inform Pe 


id urge bien to instruct Russian 
join His Majesty's 

‘Aruhasaavor in advising Regent to approve 
ie. open message of enconragement 

nt to tow Cabinet (see Nos. 81 


Permian Cabinet. Refers to No, 80. To act 
‘as soon as Russian colleague ie instructed 
(CON Dans oe OT 


tot tog, to Persian, Gul 
"Tranemits telegraphic. cortespondence| 
‘wih Government of aia (ew No. 108) 


ces. Fonds to carry on for from 
ix months necessary, ie, about 
80,0008. (880.NO.A9) ve te ee 





Khor Musa. Refers to No. 88. Purposes to 
‘authorise Sir P, Cox to thank sheikh 





Name. 


Date, 


Sunzeor, 








India Ofico 


Memorandamrespeet- 
ing entrancoto Per 
Han Gall 


Sir W. Towsley. 


‘To Sir W. Townley 


‘To Sir G. Bachansn, 


Mace erete 
L, Mallet, Ld 


W.Garstia 








Jou. 16, 1918 


16, 





Trane-Persian Railway, ‘Transmits corre 
‘spondence with Goverment of India 
regarding alignment... | 


‘Trans-Petsian Railway. Government of, 
Tndis’s views on naval and silitary pos 
ennnection Wi 
Persian Railway, with notes 


Persian Cabinet, Refers to No.81. Regent's 
‘approval received. Ministers will be pro= 
sented to Shah 180i January ., ; 


Fars finances. Refers to No. 85. To se 
No. 91, Matter could be arraugel! when 
advance of 250,000, ismade s,s, 


Persian Cabinet. Refers to No. 77, To 
bring to. Minister for Foreign Atfairy’ 
notice sir W. Towsloy's reasons for 
fatiafaction at Motamin's inclusion in (seo 
No. #4), Now Cabin iy of support, 
Regent sliould be made to resign (seo 
NORD) © lah ose oe Tay 


Persian Cabinet, Refers toNo.77,  Hopew 
Minister for Foreiga Affairs will send 
essay of encouragement tonew Cabinet, 
Hopes. Ministry of Finance will agree 10 
‘advance of 250,004, (we Part XXXII, 
No, 27), is Majesty's. Government 
propose to advanco thelt sharediroctly tho 
allay coucomion ay grant (ota Now 


Porsian Railway. Memorandum rv= 


Rallway. Before to Part 

i Timaanita draft. copy 
f declaration which Prone group tase 
‘ed Brit aid Hus gro to wake 
then on rout te nan th 
ntrgroup groan. Teta deli 
tion aanobjectionable (oo No 3H)) ws 


aul Major Hopklaw’s journeys, 

loge to. Goverment of 
Inia enquiring. on what dales, thes 
olfccrsare engaged ve vee 


Balgan final adit in Souther 
ersinTefrs to Past XXII, No. 44h 
2 to spot ich 
10, ean rp 
may ae mk 
from tine 9 Haba of Dela 
Interests wil ‘Uo. eonadered” by Us 
Majesty's Misnter eat 


Oillietds in Northern Persia. Knquiren 
‘whether D'Arcy. has any rights or con. 
essions in district of Karada if 


tor for Foreign Affairs reply i 
Dut be will probably be ready to support, 
His views as to communieation to Rogent 
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Sir @, Buchanan 


Sir W, Townley 


‘To Sir W. Townley... 
| 


igutenant ~ Gotonol 
Sir P, Gox 


SirG, Buchanan. 


India Otieo 


Anglo = Persian Oi 
Coinpany 


Sir W. Townley 


‘To Sir W. Towsley. 


‘To Sir G, Buchonan. . 


| 257 


morcial 


23 Tel. 


| 20 Te, 


30 Tel, 


7 Tel 








Jan. 17, 1913 | Persian Reger 


Refers to No. 90. Minis- 
ter for Etcign Aas aren to promure 
proposed, and will instruct Russian Minis- 
ter to concert steps with Sir W. Townley 
(eee No. 103) ec i 


Persian Cabinet. Refers to No. 91. Minis- | 
ter for Foreign Affairs will send message 
Gf encouragement. He cannot promise | 
ndvance of 250,0000., bat will do whit be 
fan (se0 No. 110)" e al 


Maintenance of order. Refers to No. 65. 
Administration, must be vigorously sep- 
Ported, and liberal financial assistance 
keiven,’ Agrees with Major O'Connor's view: 
(oe Noo 247) aac ane: 


z oxide, Refers to No. 44. Aro 
Interests safeguarded ia 

e ih views in Part XXX, 
Novts4(ecoNo U3). os 


Robbery of caravans ia Southern Persia To 

iste at uni and Sha 
fC ronthly on caravans. arriving 

fd oo all caaen of roUbery (ee | 

SO har  aeraateenee er 


9 Gulf, Transits 


‘Sulphur, tonal at Bastaneb. Refers to. 
Peete iareare 
wbathr ogotiatons between these fi 
i nts we ica of or 





1018 | Persian Cabinet fo | 


mininieations 


tuldressed. to them in accordance with | 
Nos. 64 and aati 


Saoyae au ighing of Prin Gull, Ob- 
servations on No, 83. =) 


Persian tlographs. In view of delay which 
ecoustruction of Arabistan 
lis Majesty's Goverament 

die decision not to erect 

te Moharuuersh. Won | 

ests Gorernment appeove instal | 
company’s expense (ee No. 158) 


saian frontier. Refers to. No, 52. 


Bekford. Refers. to 
1-868 To inform British 
ted 


Resignation of Regent. Refers to No. 98. 
“To proceed accordingly ee | 


Adsance to Persian Governments Refers t| 
vo ba, thank Minster tor Frege 
for his promise of encouragement 

‘nd request early reply as 
n 121) 
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Licatenant - Colonel | 


‘Sir P. Cox 


Sir G. Lowther 


Sir W. Townley 


‘To Sir W. Townley, 


‘To India Ofice 


To Treasury 


Sir H, Lowell 
*Saith 


India Oftico .. 


Sir W. Townley 


«| 21Tel, 








Jan, 19, 1918 





‘Advance to Governor-General of Fare | 
Desierata shih ould be woke from 
Persian Goveranet as contin pein 
ay 10 (ose Nie 19,108,224, atl 295). 


‘Torco-Persian frontier, Since prolongation 
‘of commission (see Part XXXII, No, 114) 
‘two Turkish members havo hind'to absent 
themselves owing to the war. Appoint= 
mont of thelr ucosssors 


Hormus oxide Refers to No, 100, Only 
‘of safeguarding Messrs, V 
Bilge stat ois iio eae fr Oa 
option of fresh contract after expiration 
of Messrs Strick’'s in March 1915 (see 
No.2). aye 0 


Major Hopkow's journey. Refer to No, 08, 
Aiton Roni bus toon nang hes 
wos ae Hardens, aod woul te 
lst of wn enry decison. 


Governorship of Baktitiaristan, ‘Transmits 
Part XXXIT, No. 886, and requests obwer= 
‘vations (#e0 No, 259) bard 


Khor Musa. Refors to No. 86, Concours 
in proposed telegram to conmal-geneal at 
jadlinpoaaes vaca aera 


Mobamgera-Kuoromab allway Traps 
mits No, 10, Part XXXII, Nos, 109, 122, 
177, and 322. Hopes Treasury may. 
sanction li Tuperial fonds of 
‘in appolatment, 

‘consular oflcor in Luristan 


Persian Cabinet, Russian Embassy havi as 
‘elo instructions t roquost Regent to 
‘approve Cabinet eee 


‘Trans-Persian Railway, Offers suguestion as 
to participation among the three Powers 
‘of the northern and southern sections of 
(oo No, 138) ae San 


Major Hopkins aud Captain Cox, ‘Trananils 
tion fom Goverame, int 
ftatig duien a 
‘eres tn ees of Cha Cox 
Despont his journey, Suggeta ene 
Coarldieations: aly sar Topline | 


gests ot 

niet Russian Government tous arg | 

it ulvane a8 posible for jenotal | 
is Majoaty's Government pro: | 

‘vivace ueoasary for geuds 

‘south (800 No. 128) 





Russian advance to Pers 
Refers to Part XXX, No.2 
‘customs receipts +0 satisfactory that all 
Russian advancos made last year have 
‘been paid off (See NO 184) 3. 


Salar-od-Dowleh. Refers to Part XXX, 
424, Reports conclusion of arrange: | 
ment between Russian Tagation and 
Persian Government respecting pension, 
ey, for (see Nos 131, 189, and 238) | 
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‘Sir W. Townley. 
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Jon. 21, 1913 | 








Horm oxide. Refers to No, 118, To 
remind treasurer-general of Ilis Majesty’ 
(ts. wishes; as expressed in 

XX, No 454, and of rights of 
‘Messrs Weir and Ellinger, if interpretation 

Of director of costoms at Bunder AbUasis 

correct (oe NOM), ee we 


Were ctemrecas ie 
SEE _ 


‘Turkoman raids near Metbed, Hefers to 

Non 69, Transmits No. 21. To. come 
ine Mat for Foden Ala 

‘ota. potion of tha despa 

from Meahed ‘with a iow to. ssi the 
tnguiry wich the Rossian Government 
fine Been tequoated o-make ito. th 
rater (1 $04 250). z 


Shiraz. Refers to Part 143. 
‘Tratnmita No, 23. Exprestes gratification 
at Mr. Suart’s testinony to the secvices 
Of the gentlemen in question, and trusts 
Ton Crewe may recominund thee recog 
tion iu the proper quarter, Refers (0 
Part XXIX, Now 93 and 166. 


Shira Refers to Part XXXU, No. 445, 
Sir W, Toveuley instructed. to express 
‘appreciation privately to Colonel Douglas 


iis 
Tovacaney on. Tis 

scone hi ae their 
repeeauitalivo ee ae 


Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 81, Draws’ 
‘attention to Part XXX, No. 168, which 
may be constrned by Mula as an’ expres 
tion of opinion that he is protected by 
‘upplemental contract. — Reaques 
ideratiow of this view (soe No. 164) 


| Persian Gulf. Lighting, buoyage, sireless 
Telegraply, ec. Propisal (or adjustment 
of expenditure Sue 


Salar-ed-Dowlel, Refers to No, 123. To 
to get Persian Government 


interesta are 

Airectly injured, no. representations can 

tbe tale to, Russian Goverument, —Ap- 
rowan’ action 


Jom of Arabistan telegraph lines, 
Refers to No, i, Transits copy of 
final agreement, signed by. Minister of 
Posts and Telegraph, providiog for, aud 
for prolongation of existing conveations 
to 1045. Ageeoment appears quite xatis- 
| factory (aco No. 163) 


Rossian advance to Persian 
Refers to No, 122 
Minister for Foreign Aa 
tweet tle favourable posi 
Minister of Finance gaxht not to refuse 
further advance (see No. 142)... 





Sir W, Townley 


Sir G. Lowther 


‘To Sir H. Lowell 
Smith 5 


Lieutenant - Colonel 
Sir P. Cox 





by Russian Ame 
bassador 


Sir G, Buchanan al 26 Tel, 


| 
‘To Sir W, Townley, . 








Note communicated |(onfidentia) 





Tan, 23, 1918, 


Turco-Persian frontier, Russian Govern: 
Theat havo asked lat you should support 
Lrgeat representations for carly slut 
Te this nosesary? (eco No 187 


Advance to Governor-Genoral of Kerman, 
fervor ~Geueral ii serious need. of 
funds. Suggests arrangement similar to 
that mado in caso of Fars (Gee Nos 144, 
4167, and $05) 


ome lope that. water wi 
settled in two months. No fredl i 
(Gee No 150) ee 
‘TrnnsePersian Railway, Refers to No, 119, 
proposed solution of quest 
of control of Gulf end of line 


ofa canst carey on hele own: Work 
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i) March 1918 of that bold by: Messrs, 

Tamas cl Ty Mare MERE LECT 


iz Railway, Rofors to No. 267. 
Details of concession we nsl tose 








Ligh at Busi, Lights estabsed (ce 





io, 208) ty 195 
Lights at Has to No. 207. Has 
Totified British shipping agents, but has 


196 








Persian Regent, Has anything more passed 
on ube of epacagt ls Ansty 
Government have always rocominended 
Tearing initio to Persian Government 

288) ena 


Railway concessions. Refers to No. 238, 
"To ask [Russian colleague for copy of 
Russian concession see | 196. 











Persian army. Iefers to No. 254. Pera 

Minister hs wontoued ides of ena 
French offers, Tt would be preferable tf 
Swediat officers ould be obtained (oo 
NaiGoy ers PGA erage a 9I06 
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‘To Sir-W. Townlay..| 


To Russian Ambas- 
sador 


Mr. Greonyray 


‘To Sir W, Townley, | 


‘To Sir G. Buchanan, 


‘To Sir 0, Lowther .. 


‘Yo Roseians Ataba 
‘sador 


Sir A, Nicolson to 
Tord Revelstoke 


‘To Mr. Greenway. 


Colonel Yate, MP, 


Iida Ofco 








75 Tel. 


116 Tel, 


U7 Tel, 


120 Tel, 


Feb, 11, 1918 | Advance to Persia. Refers toNo. 25%. His| 
Majesty's Government are prepared to 
arlvance 200.0006 Reqoesta vidwn at 
interest, soctity. and eventoal repayment 
Te'is eitirely distinct from adtnneo of 
100,004 for Pars (see Nos: 29% 900,308, 
and 20) 


| Kegan minine concession. 
| No {41. Tropm 


197 


| Stotammerai-Ktoromabad and Julfa-Tabix 

| iaieayn Hopes teri ri a 

Cakanot, Senco ote to etiaes 

‘Would not be favourable to Russian trade, 

| Nestotjecive iterate wilt Kase 
Means otising cata ford 

Tay onal ford 

| Advance for Fars Refors to Ka, 255, 

eer conn of, Uae sae Stags: 

| mont iemad f0 sure he on ror 

Yeiee Ht op ot ta what 

tim monthly wil te sequel forget 

meri (cco Nox 202 and 01). 2 SA 


‘Trats-Persian Railway, ‘To aet on No, 218 
(we No. 857) 


Mobammerah-Khorematad Railway. To 
send copien of temorandun and of 
Minister for Foruign Affairs reply (see 
No.¥38) Pre eae? 

fo ascertain from 

ier for Fo fairs fhe would | 
instruct Rnssian Atsbassador at Constate 

Enoplo to urge Porte for immediate 

sottloment (seo Nor. 279, 249, and $49) «- 


ico-Persian frontier, 
Mi 


Refers to No, 278, | 
vey Rosia collage authored to | 


MohanmerahKhoremabad Railway, Refers 
| to No. 148, Comparison of ‘conditions 

with those ‘of Julla~Tabriz. tine cannot 
te snade without foll details of Tatter, 
Which ‘have been asked for from fis 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran” (eee | 
No 281) =| 199 


Railways in Persia, Transmite Now 280, 
‘Truste mission of Mr. Harrison to Tebirany 
will wot be fovg delayed ss se 200 


| Kerman min 


ng concession, Informs of 
No. 258 Pc 


= 200 


Protection of trade routes in Southern Persia. 
Considers yendarmerie quite insulicieat, 
Virges regular expedition of 
fad a Persian ley o> guard Busbire-| 

| Txpaban road (se No. 401) | 





200 


Advance to Govervor-General of Kermaz.| 
Teter to Now 157 and #22. Lord Growels| 
Telttan to contemplate farther ndvvoee | 
tach an iat snetoned in te case of 
arn. ‘Doubt ax 40 success ‘of Sach’ 
urn (seo NoT62) 
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286 | Str. Greenway 


Sir W. Townley ..) 67 Tel, 


G, Bucbanan 





291") To Sir W. Towalay. | 


292 | To India Ofico 


298 | To Mr. Greenway .. 


| 
294 | Lieutenant - Colonel 
Sir P. Cox 





Feb, 12, 1918 





Wireless telegraph station at Mobatamerah, 


Angloverian, OW Comps. Refers to 


‘Tho Regent. 


‘Ture 


‘Transmits memorandum on this subject 
by Dirvotorsin-obiet, Indo-European Telex 
geoph Department se. 


No. 218, Quostion of ainalgatnstion is 
fone that eamiot long be delayed 
nents i favour of subsidy proposals (seo 
Nos $26and403) 0... 


Tussan Ministor for 
conditions respocting ajpointwment of 
Vets Aerials and Ghia may 
follow example of Mongolia (s00 No, 302) 


Rofern to No. 209. Regent 
‘eturns evasive replies to urgent wutnmons 
of Cabinet. Russian Minister has no, 
instructions ec aes a 


Poinan frontier, Rofrs 10 No, 278, 
Minster fr Forel AMsee grateful an 
fan sont sinilartnstruction® to, ua 
Ambassador at Constantinople se ss 
Persian loan, Minster for Porein AMairs 

Trace from Dari that moment favour 
fa foroogotiationst argoloan, Minister 
of Finance acetic, N , 
Drojosad ac gnrate, arewdy iced 
Xo Thee afiister for Forwga Ata 
think iialty not insoperabinn se 


‘Trans-Porsiny Railway, Hex acted on. 
Refers fo No. 213, Minister for Foreign 
fairs objects to allgomont ay will allow 
ermans to link up Baxelad line with above 
at Iapaban. Suggeate alignment throm 

Yeu. Appears interested | 
of Tine to ‘Tolan, Unt not leyond (soo 
NovSi3)) ce | Ge a 





Horm oxide, Refers to No, 151, Informs 
‘of procent position as rears Stalk ad 
Byer (oo Nos. 310 und 324) 


coucession. Gives outline of | 
of. i os) 


Navigation of Upper Karun, Refe 
No. M1, ‘Transits copy of despatch to, 
Sir W. Townley respecting desirability of 
‘extension of navigation rights 
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208 
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Lieutenant - Colonel 















‘To Sic W.'Pownk 

















Sir W. Townley 























|p 


teh addressed 10 








desirability. of 0b 


have no objection 


Persian railways. Refers to. No. 2 
Greenway thas authorised! Mr. Wood to 
accept Persian» Governnieat’s 





Southern Persia, Transmits 


Aespateh to Vierpye 
Services of Coll I 






















‘completion of later. 


Advane 
to No. Probable 
Rossiaiy 
security (see 3 








Fars loan, 





servations as to Guat 
Fary gendariy 












Kefors ro Now 
‘pears boat, Dut 
it aie of Hs Ml 








vancing 
south (ee Nos. 3 


To 
Ni To be made 

terns as bat 9 

AMftirs 

Accept (60 



















Kerman finance, 
His Majesty 
Hyeparet to adace 











Copa gal at Mabie, Meters to Part 
‘Trawsnite 

ign Affaire to Wussian | 

nny considerati 


XM, No $4 
Minister for For 
V 











de paymeut of above. 








Minis 








tnd latter's reply 





fron acting corsul-general Bagdad 
closing letter from Mr. Save. gi 
Tinits of torritory of 8 


South 
{the north of Zobab . 











rutection in Persia of subjects of trucial 
chiefs of Oman. Transmits copy of des 
s iran respecting His | 
Majesty's Government's rights to, and 
ing recognition of 

them by Persian Government, who should 


Fob. 15, 1918 











‘To Sir W, Towaley..| 








stall of Tndo-Buropean 
partment in Fars , 











former is conditional upon siniltaueous | 





to Persian, Government, ‘To Sir G, Buchanan, | 





‘Messrs, Androw Weir 
‘and 
i AMfabs ready. to arrag 
ws and persone! 
force uudet Gove 
I, Russia objections (a 


ica mit 10 by given 
sty's Government 











307, and 380) 








‘Miistor for Fire 
iliatory and with i 


‘Barma Oil Compa 
Nos, 89 aud 301) 4 





Rofers to 


special funda for 








ra-Khoreoatad Railway, ‘Traus- 
copy of tusmueandure 
Hc Foreign fain, 





Refers to Part | 





















1% Molammerali-Khoreniabad Tally, Rofers 


1, 
17, | Repay 

Te 
1%, | Trams 


14, | Hora oxide Anking fr anappiaton to 
ervaGovemnent on tat bla for 

five. year contrat to ship cae ea 

ori, tating exact tris (a Ni 


1, Ofloor for: Luristan, 
from Viceroy. 
selected 





%, Oil in Balochistan 

Bola, Kelat, 
undesirable that these should fall tuto 
hhands of foreign monopolist. Asks for 
support in requost to Govern 
for licence (seo No, 388) 


17, ‘Turco-Persian boundary. Refers to No. 279, 
Minister for Foruiga Affaire assures’ 

‘and Russian. colleague aficialy of ttl 

ment in twenty dy 


18, Salar = ed - Dowleh, 


18, Motianmerah-Khorematail Railay, Refers 
Ts supporting representations 









‘Trans-Persia 


Refers ty Part 
XXw 
in 


I, Ne. 416, Sogweste Sir W. Gartin 
fofued tat His Mayestys Goverment 
consider any olaraion should by 30 
Sorel ay sie Wel tat tha he 
Tights of the Propel russ eae right 
tocuotird share of tho pital, and gat 
Aol oqelty wid rout of th ber 
rou 














fo. 201" acted 
tor for Foreign Affairs Hh 
to defer action 








Wood to accept offer of Persian Govern- 
‘subject to certain modifeations w 

B. Grey thinks reason 

their acceptance (seo Nos. 3 











Refers to No. 00, 
agin, Marchi next. Wo 

bear the burden of now advance, whieh 
would be bast solution (woo Now #09) and 











Willawaitaf, Saxo. 
‘Hots observations (see No, 857) 















‘Transit telegram from 





of Persian Governn 
ernment wotious 





1%, Persian Railway, 


‘Transits telegram from 
‘Mr. Wood, 


Trrst condition rejected by 
Pernian Government taust bo insisted on. 
iodifloation will bo eansiderad by 





New 
Doard 

















rorship, of Ghilan, bu 
Tanner. Just cowplaiat of Persian (o> 

Tussin Minister has cone 
Aucted negotiations alone (sue No, B12) 





verniment 





to No. 1, 
tuade. by r 
ensons agaist seuteico in yuostion ? (aes 
Nos. 925 and 391). 
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| Sie W. Townley. 


‘To Sir Ws Townley. 


‘Yo Treasury. 


Sie W. Garatio 


ran Rally 
Syndicate 


Mr, Grovnway. 


Rallways 
Synicate 





90'Tet, 


21 Tel, 


92 Mel. 





Fob, 18, 1913 Lieutenant Stoward. Transmits letter from 


oval ae Kerman ening omer 
thle advantaxes of proposed measure, 
Gamat Fores Oficefeebmider matter? 
GeONeRe), nal 


Arabistan tolegraphs, Has Russian Minister 
‘made any observation on new convention? 
What should be done regarding rasan 
signallers? (see No. 3833) 


Hormuz oxille, Refers to No, 201 
blo disogreement of Weir andl Strick, 
Tat wothing sbould be signed as yet 


Mobaminerat-Khoremabad Railway. Refers 
earon against sentetice re- 

() of No. BU is that it 

detinicly binds syndicate to build at thee | 

penso and responsibilty. TO 

support syndicates demand. é| 


Rouesteoarly 
y (see Nos. 


lew nations in Prion Gol, Henam, 
Tranemits, with comments, No, 172 ” - 


‘TransePersian Railway. Refers to No.2 
Part NXXTL Nuc Ab, Observations 
‘points ralaed (eee NO. 363) cos 


Loaus to Persian Government, Refers to 
No, 202, Secretary” of State for Todia 
grees to ionmediate paynent from Indian 
raven of 10,0002 Also 80,0002 for 
-pecial Pare loan ‘ 


Mobaminerah-Khoremabad Railway, Glad 
to hear of appointuent of allcer an apecial 
service, ax siyey of line will abortly be 
begun * I 


to Mr. 

treating matters seriously. Request that 
they be thd that all finaselal assistance 
will te withlield tll negotiations coun 
pleted (see No, 341)... 


Railway covcensi Aogeaphie | 
eres] wit Mr 


fications (see No. 864) 


‘Julla-Tabria tallway. Advisable to know 
how Russian Govermvent will provide 
capital itee. Probably 

I be bailt x State line (#0 Nox 


Arabist 
Toss 
couvontion respecting signallers. Ui 
ie to reopen question without Pe 
Government (oe No 343) 
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Date. 


Summon, 











‘To Sir W. Townley... 


‘To Tressur 
» India Olice 


Foreign fice to. 
‘Mestrs.  Androw 
Weir and Go. 


Mr, Greeuway 


‘To Sir W, Townley. 


Fob 19, 1918 











Mining conecssions. Counter offer. Mr. 
Greenvray considers this mere: prevarica: 

ton, His agent’ should be supparted 
350) : a 


to No. 831, Pleavo expl 
Of Minister for Foreign Affairs, Object 
ff safeguard is only to secury examination 
‘Of problem on its merits after survey 
(Gos No, 360) 


Advance to Fars, Ref 
‘structions and observ 
twentioned (see No. 18) 


Leaionnt Stowar Rat to No, 32 
Net prepared to. rine question agai 
Should inform, is Majent's consol at 
Kerman 


Now, 

Hornise oxide, Refers to No, 914, Sir W. 
Townley authorised to stato” caso to 
Persia Government, but 10 agrooment 
‘abould bo signed tll receipt, of Messrs, 
Strick’sroply,.HisMajesty’s Government, 
feautot waka the application on behulf of 
the frm BS of 


hing coemionn Refers uo 
Transits reply from Me, Woods 
ey forward 
pressure 


(Gee No. 863) ad 0 ‘| 


Salarsel-Dowleli Refers toNo.220, Would 
iW not be lest for Persian Government to 
Huot Salar-odsDowlel's letter and wo 
Now arrangement worked +. 


tulograplin,  Teforn to. Nox 70} 
1 Convention satisfactory, and axa 
ig Inn Oioe that, thove ts. 10 

to finmediate authorisation of 


Motaumorah-Kioremalad Railway. Refers 
Voints out misunderstanding 
in revmarke in last paragraph. 


Persian Railway and Porslan 1 

"Trasnite nieworuian of convertion 

AC Foreign Oe, 18th Pobrunry. Sir A, 
on denis to abygestion that las 
uicaton tanta oy ext 
allway project. Suggestion thal 

Socite tudes shen 

Persia to iuvestigate finance rejected by’ 

Lan Rovelstoke «+ ‘ 


Anglo Persian Oil Company. Kofers to, 
No, $20, Depo ‘of sibs 
Would agree to 


Nb sl am a oe 


Persia, Refrainod frox questioning Lord 
Morley in tloase of Lords, as agreed with 
iproad” yaliey, Public shoal havo ni 
tisappreension as to scope of Société de 
Brades, Urges direct Anglo » Russian 





represeotatio 
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Noto communicated 
by M. de learnt 


Sie @, Lowther 


Sir W. Townley 


Sie@, Buchanan 


Sir W, Townley. 


‘Tologram commani- 
catted by Persian 
Ministor 





79 tel. 


80 Tol. 


Fob. 21, 1918 








i 


Ri 





Refers to Nos. 278 and 279. Transits 


Mining. concessio 


‘Advances to Persis, Refers to No. 304: 


‘Trana-Persian Rall to 


ich oficers for Persian army. French | 
‘Goxernment wishes to know wiews of 
British Government respecting proposal 
(600 No. 400) ser 


Commcnication to. Turkish Miniter’ for 
Foreign Affairs agreed upon with Rossin 
colleague, Minister for Forsiga Alfairs 
Sore that bo will give solution within 
twenty days eae 


Refers to No, 836. 
Minster for Foreign Affairs urges. that 
cour proposals should at east be 
‘examined. Mis contention that there was. 
ho "'virtual agreement” with Preece 
apparently justied sue 


Paria answer to proposal for 200,000, 
fn samo terme as last year. Method of | 
eut will scarcely be accepted. by 
Government (soo Nos. 887, 420, 

2) e saints 


from castoms 

iofery No. 12,” Souther | 

nd. theie appropriation. | 

low repayment could beat be fected (seo 
Ne i 


Hoters to No. 397. 

instructions reapocting. attitu 

hho isto adopt respecting allgument questi 
(we No. 35) 

‘Tabriz Railway. ‘Transits. Fronch 

‘ony of text of eoseoxsion, with commenta 


tistics of internal trade. Refers to 
No, 101, Acted on. SirP. Cox suggeats 
basing them on nunabar of transporta 

or of Indo-Burojwan Telegraph Con 
pay has given directo to ghol 


ts of Rum 
Bushire. Refers to 

His Excellency” promives enquiry. and 
recoygnies our preominant interests in the 
Gulf 


Tas given t Bonwig Aa 
Giderndnaire eaboying. No. 13. Me 
Sezonot apparetly atiafed. dough is 
takes exception tone oF two pola and 
fee acopical an (othe eatte schorse 
ing earled out.” ae We objects to signe 
pve fa Nox SES (eee Now 955, 


nll, Old Sr WK. Towaley 
tucerlain whther Mountujar cau bo 

ed hy Government from removing oxide 
ready timed by him before revocation 
(oN) ee 


ussian conditions for advance of 20,0002. 
Hypothecation of aurplos of all northern 
iatoms. Repayment of principal and 

jr cont, interest. at en of first year. 
Vatless, Counter offer of Persian Goveru- 
ment 3 





Susie. 








To Sir W. Garstin .. 


‘To Tdia (ice 


Admiralty. 





Feb, 28, 1918 





MaannrahHalvay aon toa 7 | 


Persian Goverment agree to eliminate | 
sentence quoted in No. 286, Further 
oesations whieh have ech obained 
‘with: great diMiculty: (S00 Nos, 372 an 
oA) Sana Ease, i Nn 


Traoe-Porian Ballnay. Refre to No, 9% 
snontaonalia declan dia 
iy Hreneh group. Sugete. that the 
Actual lo be conmirated end operated in 
two stone, and pumps relative saree 
fee tne groupe inenh selon 


Arne Raley. Tors No 328 
Tenison that projet fa ia present form 
Aieresomewbattrom erga proposal, 
Ut garde present form 1 a mote profs 
sblolavesteant, Olnevations on varata 
Ponts (ove Nos BK and G17) se 


Southraiaustintn,‘Transnits con 
of eto from Dura Ot Gopany (Un 

Seng mento ex fy te 
tie out stipules for purely ia 
taractorof ontepeie ne ne 


Nomi Advan, Toa Mtn canaat 
cept torn (7 por cnt al ropayaent 
writin ayeary"Objetaia Baar Dow 
Tae appointinot ta eats 


Anglo-Itussian advance of 400,000, Rafors 
to Nos. 908 and 839. ‘Transnita oopion 
of Now. 351 and 952, ‘Sle, Grey 


Reconstruetion of Arabistan telogeapl lines 
Tofers ty No, 264, Agrees, Dirvtors 
chief of tho. Tndo-Buropian ‘Tol 
Dapartment should bo empower 
authorise operations 6 


Mining concession. Refers to No.1. Sir 
WW. Hownloy bas boen Informe of etcume 
ancon and natrcte to aupport. your 
agent inset 


Mesopntaian il, Refers to. Now 326, 
‘ural wig to jin ina monting of 
Tepresenatives of Foreign Og, nda 
Ofte, and Anglo-Persian Oil Commny to 
Alsen alternative, Trannnite oply to 
‘AvaleePersian Ol Company in this nae 
Cee Nia tia 














TABLE OF CONTENTS, 





Namo. 


Seweor. 





Mr. Gromway 


Persian Re 
Syndicate 


Sie W. Townley. 


‘To Sir G, Buchanan, «| 


Sit Ls Mallo to Hk 
Pasa 


‘To Mr. Greonway 


Minite by Mr. Parkor 


Sie W, Townley. 


‘Trensury 


in Railways 
Syndicate 


Sir W, Townley 





173 Tel. 


Private 
teligraphic} 








Fob. 26, 1918 





Railway and mining concessions. Refers to 
‘ransmite telegram sent to Mr. 

Wood, saying that 100,000. will not be 
advanced tl otk emceaions complete 
(Gee No. $85) a heeig 


Persian Railway option. Refers to No. 360 
‘and Interview." Eocloses proposed. tele 
fram to Mr. Wood to accept. revised 
‘Option with ove essential motliieatioa (see 
Nos, $71and 377) area 


‘Trans-Persian Railway. Replies to ques- 
tioosregarding see 


First detachmout bas left for 
Shire 4 Tas dissuaded Major 
Cox and int Fowler from 
angie then 

Aitaek (vee No, 3 


‘Trans-Porslan Rallway. Refers to Nos. 358 
New. alignment. preferable to 

from Yea er Atlas 88 

region tote prolific, aud through Buropean, 
trac need Hardly te considered. Rapid 
Anglo-ltosian agreement will provent 
‘oxtension of German system (See Nos. 390 


ty Itosian Ambassador. 
cy of "ent eaten 


Mobamumeral-Khoromabad Raila 
to No. ie B. Grey concurs in th 
terra of the 


raneecin Haag, Proposal ade by 
Persian We Syndicate to 
a i <a 


Kerman mining eoncesion 
raft proposal of syndieato of Oth Decenie 
fer til of Persian counter-proposal, 

ied 

‘are willig to. take 

ne from Abaileh to Neb. 

siroject is a reasonable 

doeument sete 


advances to Persia. Refers to 

108, Have ordered transfer to-eredit 
‘diplomatic vote of 95,0001, Agree that | 
Te soul be secured on southern enstrs | 
They also agree to forward 50,000. of 
further loamy, ee een 


Mobiimerab-Khoromabad Railw 
st lta fom Al Leh acepting with 
regret term offered by Persian Govern- 

Foreign Ofliee cannot obtain 
bauer Nae 


Persian finance. Refers ty 
Minister saya prosent (i 

Tw offcw Unless funds forthcoming by 

Sst March, It is desirable that they | 

sould eemain (+e ‘and 406) +) 
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854 | To Sis W. Townley 


‘To Mr. Greenway. 


Mr. Greenway 


| Burm Oil Company (Confidential 


Board of Trade. Wonfidential Mar, 


‘To Sir G. Buch 





391 | Sir G, Lowther 


898 Hoard of Trade 


894 Viscount Errington .. 


395 | Sir G. Buchanan 


W. Towsley 


Feb, 28, 1918 


28, 


«+| Very Conf.) Mar, 





ae 
to No, 360, Ia sph Explanation 
Of apparently. sana sentence in 
Nogit 


Mohammerab-Khoremabad Railway. Refers 
to No. 871, Sir B, Grey coucura in the 
torms of this draft telogram. Has in- 
structed Sir W. ‘Townley in same sense 
(o08 No, 405) a : 


Proposed Bunder AUbas-Shiraz Railway. 
“ileters to istervins with Si Losi Mallee 
on 25th instant, reeposting.propowed. co 
poration of Persian Hallway. Syndiete 
and Société d'Etudes. ‘Transmit terms 
fowl to Honours Csai Baring aa 

Bevington 3 


Oil iu Haluehistan, Refors to No, 318, Ba- 
‘closes copy of letter to India Oficy 
Propose inereate of Persian custom 
British. exporters would not object. if 
‘univer and southorn roads iwproved, 
at Tater bo tage. colition of 

jety's Goverimuent’sasbent 


kin-Ispahan Railway, Refora_to 

875, "Nature of couitry would make 
Irie of contruction in, ental phere 
probibitive, - Disponsa of proposed con 
section with Hage alway Mo fora 
M, Sazonof (S00 Nos. 407 ait 462). 


ian frontier, Zohaby dtr 

ts despatoh from acting Brit 
connl-general at Baga with report 
‘and tap by’ fr. Soano, i 


Aimee and A 
3) ; 
ZlowoiKenball Comission of 1876, No 
records ea bo fo Ship 

He Mery at the wha oe Rusia 


German trade in Persian Gulf, Obsorvations 
(on No, 102, and Part XXXH1, No. 858. 
uis-Persian Rtilway. Refers to No. 962, 
Trausnite momoraniow of eertai panty 

which Brat group wonld be lat 

fave an carly -upprrtunity to. discuss 
Forvign Ofice or Board of Trade | 





raps:Persian Railway, Refers No.7 | 
Minister for Foreign Affi expressed | 
se eed eaeaons Arg 
tents reespitulate, and he bowed biel 
auch les Hote to out alignment (ea 
Read agi es 
Mohammera Railway. Minister for Podge 
“Affairs has hated Mr, Wood an anon 











‘To Sir W. Towaley..| 


To Sir G, Lowther ..| 120 Tel 


‘To French Ambar: | 
sddor 


"To Colonel Yate, M.P 
| 


Adwiralty ——<, Confidential] 


"To Mr. Greenway 


‘Treasury. - Wontidential 


Persian RallwaysSyn- 
‘lente 


To Sir W, Townley.. 103 


‘To Sir G, Unchauon,, 188 Tel, 


Minute by Me, Parker 


Tndin Otiew 


410 | Sir W. Townley. 89 Tet 


a 


coast 


Mas 


3, 1918 


| 





Avglo-Russian advance. Refers to No. 
Gives opinion regarding repayrwent 
Persian Government wish to Koow de- 
cision of the two Governments within = 
week (tee Nos, 106 aud 512) 


Fars geodarmerie. Refers t0 No. 374. 
“Serees no British subjects shoold cenae 
fry the force 


Zobab frontier, Refers to Part XXXII, 
No. 37, Please telegraph substance of 
observations on augkestions of Menta 
Soane and Orlof on 
French ulicers for Persian arwy. Refers to 

Xo. 3s Majesty?» Government and 
sian’ Goserniient regard. employment 

af offer ofa great Batopean Por use 

desirable : 


Protection of Bushire-Ispabau road. Refers 


Mesopotamian oll. Kefern to No, 370, 
las informed Mr. Groeuway -. «| 


Mesopotamian vil. Kofers to No. 286, Has 
teen forward to Admiralty, who agree 
to attend) proposed meeting (see No, 


Advances Persian Goverumeat. Refers 
to Nort, So objection fo popes 
‘ie  Tepounding 
‘tall uplunecalpte might defen objece, 

a Trenurytherafore willing to come 16 
tease a ea 


Railway cone 
elegram has now beet sent to Mr. Wood 
Wee to Porsla. Refers co. Nos 3 
Will reply two or three days 


Gey SoS a 
CART desea oe 


efter alg 
(heii toney rine 
ea ete ea 
peeps eer Pe 
ioe la ae 
Miura ented aa 


Supply of 1,000 tls and $00,000 rounds of 
‘uimunition to Governor-General of Fars 
by the Government of India,”‘Transzaite 
eae from Government of india. Arms 

alle." Conon that eth cer 





Rofers to No, 396, | 
- Wool bas offically accepted option 


i 
Advances to Persian cut. Details 
regarding ropaymient | 
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Minute by the Earl of 
Onslow 


| 
416 | Sir F, Bertie 





Sir W. Townley, 


420 | To Sir W. Townley. 


4} 


422, To Sir G, Bochana 


To Sir G, Lowther «| 





106 Tel, 


90 Tel, 


107 Tel, 


Mar. 5, 1918| 
| 





Central Indis Horse. Should vow retarn =| 


Todi, Tribal migrations make return 
lifiealt, To consult with Sir P. Cox and 
‘Major O'Connor and report (soe No, 419*), 


‘Advance to Fars. Movoy will be handed 
as Feria Goverment gives 
epecting buosing and lighting, 

‘OF Gulf, Babe, ad monthly advances 


Mobiatumorab-Khoromabad Railway. Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs at Toliran hay 
handed your gent an aineuded letter of 

‘Containing ll alterations ant 


Railway, Lord Errington going 10 
to meet French reprusentatives, 
Hones memorandum by Lord Krrington 


Regent of Persia aud Salar-vd-Dovleh, 


W. Townloy be instructed. to protect hit 
interests at Reaht if threatened by Salar= 
‘edeDowich (Hee No. 181) 


Resourruton, of Aainian elxeap 


lewsin Persian Gulf. Ororland telegraph 
line from Bunvdor Abbaw to. Lingal pro: 
ferred to portable wieeleastation, Dota 
fou fesse ice Mle lac 


Advance for Fars gondamperio, Refers to 
No. 38. Great dificulty in persuading. 
Cabinet to acct conditions of Tuoxing 
‘and lighting of Gulf. No revenve in Fars 
Towerve us security (soo Now 148) vs 


Wish of Gia Tia Hor er 
WNoLIIE. poy suggestion of Goven 
Soe fot A? all sosonreny 

sie to Hane in Apel (oo 


Advance to Persian Goverument. Refers to 
‘Nos, 272 and 851. His Mt Gover: 
iment accept Persian proposals. Details of 
repayment (soo Nos. 439 and 475) 


Arm for ara, fers wo No. 152. Govern= 
ment of India have arms ready. His 
Majesty's Government will uot moa 
training by Weitish ofleer & condition. To. 

ig delivery at. Bushiro and pay 


Tespocting rsh contnbation. Hoyer 
tordiiooy ill rut Russian, orernaat 


Persian frontier Zobab district 
Hore co No lo dic ally wih 
Russian colleague wi «view props 
fo Foun Goverment nr ot 
Hah fi ond tari st a 

igen (wee Now $20 and 007) ss 








a 
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To Messrs, Ellinger 


Tia ico 


Sir W. Townle 


Minute by Mr, Parker 


Sie Coy 


Sir G. Lowther 


Ligatenant « 
ir P, Cox to 





Colonel 


95 Tol, 


Mar. 


6, 1918 


Hormuz oxide, Refers to No. 358. Sit B, 
Grey canvot call on. Sir W, Townley for 
‘an expression of opinion 


ransmits eopy of tele 
gram to Mr, Wood respecting revised 
Proposals (se No. 528) = 


Fars, Withdrawal of Central India Horse. 

"As no pinitiee measures are couten= 
plated, regiment should. be withdrawn as 
Soon as poasible, Should eaquire whether 
this i feeible,‘Trausmlts two telegrams 
from Major O'Connor | 


Attack ou Lieutenant Bullock, Refers to 
0.171, Has reevived 128) in settlement 
(fein 1 


2 Shab, Persian Government anxious 
out movements of (20 No.444)—— | 


| Runs foam to Persia, Refers to No. 420. | 
nas set forth by | 

Rus v for ailvance of 

{400,004 (ee Now, 446 and 472) 


| Withdrawal of Central India Horse, Refers | 
to No 419%. Transiits telegram from | 
Maire, Advweater pbc wapouscameat | 
Bx-Shab, Left with family for Bertin on Sth 
Tt in ead that he wil spend spring: 
invmoath of France (see No. 445) 


Withieawal of Contral Todis Horme. Refers 
uy No. (10*,Proparations to be mado at 
nce to telejraph hin oven views 
‘of Colonel Douglas 10 Vieoro 


‘Turco Parsian frontier, Annexes, sketch 
hap. Titersiow with HakKi Pasha, who 
teks or a formula acceptable to His 
Majesty's 
Parker on eo 
His wwe 


‘Trangort rates on Bushire-Shiraz_ road. 
. to, Travels memo: 
‘ani by commercial adviner | 
Sogar teade in Persian Gulf, ‘Transits 
‘Gemoreiviam by comoerial adviser 
degree "to which 
ako soouring 


corresjoudence 
cent. 

rattan by mn 

OFM, Mornard’s proposals 


Kefers to No. 9h 
felt to positon of Anglo-Persan 0 
Companys ella tha dict 
Attack oo M Constant Belgian Diretor of 





‘Customs. His wife shot dead, and hin 





fell severely wounded by an unknown 


Persian rg =| 
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Ds 


Sunsnor, 





Sir W. Towaley 


4a | Lena «Colo Teegrphi| 


‘Sir P.Cox to 
Townley. 


443 | To Sir W, Townley 


446 | 70 Sir G. Huchanas 


445 | To Si B Goschen .. 


446 | Sir G, Boehaoas 


449 | Sir G. Lowther 


450 | Si W. Townley 


113 


201 Tel. | 


11s Tel 


78 Te, 


185 Tel, 





Feb. 8, 1918 


kecotsal at Logal ia 

" sh interests, One Ritaat 
fy Dad active at inal, Vice com 
ind rofuaed to, eeogaln hn pondl 
instructions. Sir W. Tovaley ha ‘been 
oficial informed by Turkiah Government 
Refers to. Sir G. Barely’. ogra 
No. 889, 1911 (age Nog, 441 and 471) 


Lingab, Refers to No, 440, Is Persian 
port tearest to Trucial Coast? Persian 
Authority, weak and offers grounds for 
‘Turkish intrigue which would be most 
[irejuicial to our intarests (sew No, 471), 


Attack on M.and Mime. Constant. Details 
tant oat of danger ‘| 


Rovers 

vt out 

ore stator ren 

to meld domande aro forthontiy (ae 
Nos) : 


HxeStal. Referw t0 No. 428. Hay Minister 
for Fore irs any further informs 

“Aflaica shuld 
have Porsan frontier watched (10. No, 
48) ae ae 


HixShah, Refera to No. 481, ‘To report 
if he arrivesin Roslin. yy 


Russian advanow to Persia. 
No. 422, Memoraudun from Ruslan 
Governinent —rvcapitulates conditions 
specifi! im No. 420. Russian Minister at 
obra decir “then ecaptable. to 
Persian: Government felis) 


Roforw wo 


Option of Persian Maway Syndicate for 
Mobaninera Railway.” Aniston for 
eign A hn Ini mutans 
fring that Gos ofmurvey aould 
tora by ayaeate, on account of prs 
aio mate offic (ee NO, 45) 


| WsShabie Refers to No. 444, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Knows nothing. of future 
movements, Will sndosvoue to proven 
his passing through Ruasia (ow Now, 460, 
Be a“ 


nm at Baga 
hint of cole 


ruports that Mr, Sua 
plited move of Turkish troops neat oll: 
Tels, and naka that roprestetions be 

Consul instructed to do 


of provineo of Kermanihah by 
Hussian Bank. Arrangement has fallen 
Whrovgl. To be financed hy Taper 
Bankof Persia ss 


Toure ting angst Kanal Kush 
ia tribe. Trait copy of deajatch Gy 
Sroveraen of Indi it Gna Oued 
‘chiro teepcting. Also despa een 
fe. Sart ating cova nt Shite 


Condition of Bushire-Shitax. road. Koferw 
to No. 60. Corroborates Mr. Chick's 
Teport respecting road, but consilers con 
demuuation of Mukhber-es-Sultaneh prea 








hk 
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‘Sir W. Townley | ret. 15, 1918 | Recent events in Azerbaijan. Transinite 467| Mr, Bllinger to Mr.| .,_|Mar,10, 1918 | Hormuz oxide. | Question of | furnishing 
Copy. of eapatch from aeting-eonsal at Soran Decuity for loan to Persian Goverment» 

stata ise ne ere CREM Sir W. Townley 100 Tel, ny Pgmept of Hare gendaroaic.|Hafer to 

: me : ¥ bit a 443. ‘of system sore ie by 

erin Goverowon Ligbing aba 

Movement of Russias troops at Hesbt and ighing and buoy 

| "Rreein, ‘Transmit report of view-consa ing of Gull, Proposals: by te Persian 
aang eras Fremont ex Now tts ahd 491) os 


serait Sir G, Buchanan, TraowePorsian Railway, Russian Mi 

oud in Sathern Persia. Comparin wih . 

Mites te Norters Pea. ot fale.” No | ha a gras 

Alteronee except in inrets occupied by Upset by ou, proposed almen 
Trp (oo Now ‘fred (nina day for eutinue 

onsian troops (eee No, 698) 2) 3 greed, maximum delay 

Wane” Sloe OUonue a Glo 70) 1 asa fern 40 No. 40h 

Douglas urge that they shld March wit Minister for Foti Aiatrn 

tho gendarmerie Bushee, Transte Tp to orp 

comeyotence Soi) 


5 To Sie W. Townley, 
Ie Sheikh of rf 
‘Motiamera Full rport, Gagne of Tet Tr Potsian 
quarrel possession of Jarrah ands. las nt recogulsg appointivent His 
‘watned Kins Se 3 Majesty's Goverament must aly. To 
re inwtract British vices (noo No. 404) 
onthly gunmary of events for four weeks 
Meeinieay dg t Ponian Goverment, afro 
2 Sian “ks Pern Goverment 
Political situation in. Persia Conversation pave acoupted”Russat props (8 | 
wrth AlwexSoltaeb, President of the Novtsi) 
fckots Poplar remy ‘To Toa Ofice ites and ammunition from India for Fars 
nits prope Kani, Wit AIO see i 
‘ot teoope 





Sir G, Buchanan. Motiammerah Railway, ‘Transinita copy of 
Gendarmerie. Refers 8. Trans memorandum reoimd from AM Sazonof 
Tita new" prgraunine from Sweih colonel respecting (seo Now 104). 


ce ai sean. ‘lnuimnumcieemioee rete Sir W. Towsley | 101 Te, Aas 1 Pann Govern lr 
fais ve exit asa tat tare tof cach ball of tual denne of | 

wiley ovement guaran {op ty Strate“ gouaral opti 
apie octal Ino to act om No. 420 omit 1OQ000 
for geadicseie vot adope Roan 

totthod? (eo So. 188) : 


iy se nies To Sir W. Towale 5 Salars-Dowlsh, Pra 
Ir, Greenway to! 6, Nl, Refers to No. 403. Suggest meting 192 Tel. | ‘Troops ut Shiraz Does His Majesty's 
dives of Government departments con- sui aieoeren cette Are p i 
‘Sir W. Townley. M, Constant. is | 
Rapaley re Sir W. Townley. eae u_of roads in province of Ispah 
Ton : Teas ee 





‘M. Constant. Refers to No. 464, Many ip Lieutenant Bullock. Persian Goverment | 
rumou aa Gong sys mas a a thi Samat 
faecret by Davia M 
Stone hil sap i anon 
byveaue apint 9s atack on ML. Moroard 
Nika foe ta gaat ort to Bi 
Ga bonse (See Ni 47), 





telegram 


408 | To Sir Q, Yoohanen,. 207 Tel WaeStahe Mefers to No. 448, Hopes trying 10 Uiatvow negotiations with Mr, 


a 
Pere paseo reece oh rod that Valea as 
ae haga repre: Tis 
va os pt Hi Mas 

ereinen (ore No. 128) 
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198 


au 


Nowe. Date. 
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| Persian Raitways |atar 12, 1915 


Synicate 


Bir W. Townley.) 18, 


108 Tel 


wa Te, 


‘To Sir W, Townley. 


0 Sir 0, Buchauan,.| 219 Tel 


‘Ho Sir W, Townley. . 


| WosirR, Bertio 4. 








| to India Ottew 





| Law Oficers of the 
Crown 


Sir W. Townley, 105 el 





Motatumerah-Khorematad line. Survey 
Rit gL be degiched eat week (me 
No. si A 


Geudarmerie. One hundred and sixty- 
0 resign. Transits telegram 
is Majesty's representative at 

Busbiro (seo No. 45) 


Raiders in Bander Abbas district, Parties 
300 strong reported intending to attack 
Consulgenoral at Bushire bas 

3) 


Persian Goversmeat.  Rafes 
iusviag, Charge ACs 
rented text of Ruasian 
t will discuss thew. The 
tlle coucension to dulfaTabrs Radway 
Syncao for navigaion of Take Urnia 


ih ropa, 1000 | 
newt pending setlowent 
Df eonaitons (we NO. 487) | 


Advatce to Fare Refers to No. 488. Te is 
‘A Treasury condition that his Bxcelleney 
should have conkultative voice, wren 
though unofiial (we No. 505). 


Joint advance. Refers t No, 445, To 
fnform M, Saxonof that he has accepted 
Peralan eonitions and. will poy over the, 
20NUOU at once, If o-objection (4 | 
Nol07) i 


ernment to secre 

hts Goverment 
trou inreane Ba salary” he went to 
Europe bs iu 


Prowotin of 
cs eg 
hat Sir B. Gray i unable eo biterveus 


No.70. To: request 
tt atch Mba 


Advance for Pars, Transinits 
‘AAGs for observations on Peesian Gi 
feats weworandum on buoyiag and 
Tilting of Gulf. cobar 
Allie of Persia. Transmit resutution 
‘ununitiously” adopted. Draws ‘attention 
i critical situation, and assures Hie 
Majesty's Goverament’ of “support ia 
catryingg out pledges to, Persian tiover 
tent unider Anglo-Russian Agreement of 
1 re 2 
Vroporal of Imperial Bank to 
vase ils note cireulation, Acknow- 
ledges Now 210, Considers propose reply 
to bank right and proper ne 


Refers to No. 470. Russian Charge | 

sires har urged reasonableness of | 
Persia objevtion to Salar appointment 
th) Resbt (see No. 585) 
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Sir W. Townley: 


To Sir G, Buchanan... 


To India Utico 


Sir W, Townley 





106 Tel. 





Mar. 14, 1918 





Bunder Abbas. Tfers to No. 488. Roposts 
tolegrain from Bashire reporting arrival 
of Nunn and party, and that town is 
quit eee No. 514) 5 


Goudarmerie. Refers to No. 482, Sir P. 
(Cox's opinion as to steps to be taken 


Attack on Mf and Mme. Constant, Refers 
to No.465. His Majesty's consul gen 
Boshire, reports arrest of man on suspic 
of being porpotratar of 3 


Cost of survey of Moliaamorah Railway, 
Refers to Nos, 447 and 474, To, pein. 
out to M. Sazonof that His Majesty's Go- 
Neroment has shown appresiation of 
Persian ification by: foregoing. repay: 
rent of advance while Russian Govern- 
meat recouped itself out of Northern 
eustoms (960 NO. 563).. wes 


‘Anglo-Russan advanoo of £00,000 Trans- 
‘ite leter to the Ieperial Bank of Posi 
forwarding onder for 100,000 Requests 
{Unt Tada share be, now ronittod to the 
Tamperiat Bank (ooo No, 892) 


Advance to Persian Government, Transtaits 
order for 100,000 to, bo placed to. crudit 
of His Majesty's Minister nt Tehran 


‘Trans-Porsian Railway. Agroos to advan 
Tage of whole lind being under one come 
pais. | Sugyests ntti of working 
firing te necomary guarantee for 
rth influence at Persian Gult endl (460 
RERTOP Sin | Rn) ton © IRS 


‘Advances to Persian Government, Rofers 
Wo Nou, Sasteury of Stat fr Tan 
‘ugrees to accep profonal in 90conl park 

eiouiat ater Nar ool, Bugtesa 
i for province 
is (200 Nos, 


anata alga from 
airtinrgiasesaalin 
then do for inet despa of 


‘Turks const Lngab, Refornto No AZ 
“tas pointed oit at appt 
auto Minton Fog 
‘Nitra wil try to porn Turkiah Gos 
ernment to ctl (wee No. 72) 


Gondarmerio. Refers to No. 486, Canmake 
rivato arrangets 
foreign Affairs, 
‘as toquestion of Bal 


Withdrawal of Contral India Torso, Go 
erninent of India approve iu principle 
Aske if bo may inform Persian Govern: 
‘ment ($00 No, 524) 


Repayment of advance to Persian Govern- 
tment. Kefers to No, 457. Tuasiau Go- 
‘vernment stato they havo not yet received. 

ly from Persian Goverumout. British 
should be paid in simultaneously with 
Russian (Goo Nos. 528 and $36)... ss 
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‘To Sir G, Bochana 


Consul Crow 


Sir W, Townley: 


Adiviraty. 


Sir W. Townley 


‘To Sir W, Townley. 


Tula Ofte 


Sir W. Town 


| 


‘Commerctall 


4s 


112 Tel. | 


119 Tol, 


HgTe, 








Mar. 15, 1913, 


Fob, 22, 


Mar 3, 


4 





Salsr-ed-Dowleh, ‘To inform Minister for 
cig Alar a 


Lighterage in Persian Gulf. Gi 
‘ions as regards port of Basra 


mauiting gemarmerie 


ict trading fo arma Reports on ease in 
whieh Hath Toda subjecte are topic | 


"Transmits copy of woteaddressed | 

tly two. legations by” Minister for 
ievign Affairs urging for an early reply 
feepedtiag se ea ase 


Pransmits telegram from, 
f, Fast Indies, 
portingon situation’ «ee 


Ack Mand Mae Catan Govern 
Thentof Kia, have adopted uxgeation 
tint Su Rajput should bo traserrd 
Tram Jask to busire. Asks if he ahold 
Tofir Pornian Goverameat (we Nos, 516 
Con asi aria 

Bunfor Abas, Rofers to No. 498, Further 
‘tack. Poston somowhat rial (ee 


18, Rajpats are 


‘Tennant, with 
's coreeapendlence with Govern 
tnnt of India Asks for viows ' 


Haider near Bander Abas. One officer, 
forty-one ten, two Maxims landed 18th 
Matelk Haiders attempting vainly to 

n batter (see No, 


Cossack jruard. 
Miniser confirms. Minister for Foreiga 
‘Ma aya his vera cama i 
firm Ie 3 


Rajpulsand gendarmerie, Refersto No.816. 
Ir remain. only hort. time, 
rig shuld revels Hushire at end 








SiG, Bochanan 


‘To Board of Trade... 


‘To Treasury 

‘To Mr. Greenway 

To Imperial Bank’ of 
Persia 

India Office 


Adairalty.. 


Mr. Shipley 


ise | 


146 Tel, 








18, 1918 | 





‘Turoo-Persian frontier. Refers to. No. 428. 
Romian Ambassador says has 16 
‘tractions respocting proposed. tine, but 
‘ees np objection lntaself. Russian’ Ata= 
bossador insists on acceptance of two 
notes before compensation discussed (see 
NoG07)) cs) es | 


Toreoercan froatog Han pot pet re: 
‘lied, nx Tossa Minister for Foreign 
‘Alairs is consulting Ruslan Ambassador 
fat Constantinople +. ea 

Salar-ed ra toNo, 508, Ru 
vig Affairs. while 

roserviig dofinite auswer fears he canot 

Actas suggested wes 


Advango to Persian Government, Refors 
to No, 407. It in Persian Government 
‘who are eatsing delay oH 


Withdrawal of Cintal Tada Hors Raters 
to Noh My infor, Pein Gover 
ments Approves. propesal  rogerding, 
Majors Coxand Fowler. Persian Governe 
rent sould now make. n9_ilealios 
ont 10000 Ton (00 NO 851). ws 


Mobammeral-Khoremabad Railway. 
sian Railway's Syndicate ato a 
furvey party th Mobammorah. 
‘Majesty's consnl-onoral at Bushire should 
id every assistance to, party (400 Nos, 


Withdtawal of Central India Horse, Refers 
to'No, 516, Will detachnent nood to bo 
Bas) 


is pti recorded 
Noe) se ve 

ining concossion,Transmits Nos, 
4425 unl 480, Asks for obsorvations 


Wireless stations in. Persian Gulf ‘Trans 
No, 417, Hopes Mroasury will pay 


Capital for JulfaTabrie Railway. Refers 
to No, 483, Ihsan Minister for Foreign 
‘Afaire says line cheap. to bulld, givens 
‘expliot assurance that hore, will bono, 
Government quaraites, bit dows not 
nlicate notaal #0UFeO se eae 


Proposed nore of oto ai of inp 
“Tlie. Tao has ght w» extend Ht to 
TH 0001 ony ig got 


Adyance to Porsian Goverament. fers to 
No. 199, 100,000. has been paid wo 
Trnporial Bank 


Bauder Abbas. ‘Transmite telegram from 
Comimander-inehiet, Kast Indes, report 
ing on situation |. 


‘Turco-Persian, Frontier Commission, 191 
Report by Mr. Shipley Ss 
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‘Memorandum com: 
tnunicated by Mr, 
Eadinon (Board of 
‘Trade 


Sir W. Townley. 


"To Lioutonant-Colonel| 
Bir P. Cox. 


‘To Hoard of Trade . | 


‘To Mr, Greenway 


‘Ty, Porsian Railways 
Syndicate 


Sir W, Townley: 


Sir @, Lowthor 


Sir W, Townley: 


17 Tel, 


18 Tel, 


{Confidential 


121 Tol. 











TranePoran Tallway. Details of dines: 
ad dss nt  enece i 
Tepresenlatives of tho Beth groap of 
the Soeité deudea’ to. discuss Lord 
Brrngton's menorsodum of Sed March 


eos, Tere to. Now 494, Persian 
Mess cre isopane today 
of return oft Neseur fake Berta 
Senafofer Shae ce 


Adrange to Persian Goveranent eters 
to No. 507, Important tbat advances 
Mould bo pait in in a few days, Prine 
Minister's explanation of delay in anavwer- 
ing Russian note (eo Nos. 517 and 648)... 


ian Railway. Refers to No, 50}, 
‘Concurs in conclusions: 


mits copy of 

iulster for Foreign Affairs has assured 
Sir W. Townley that there will be no 
{uaranteo attached to the concession. 


Note Kiorabad aleay, Hops 
‘ynlicate wil Koop expanses of survey 
Inti narrower possible Tinta Anko 

Tor estimate of total cost 3 


Withdrawal of Cental Indian Horse. 
‘Major Siefvort as informed Colonel 
Douglas that ho cannot leave Shiraz for 
Bushire before April, too. late, 
Governor-General buloves independent 
‘march by Kazerun routo quite safe. Ask 
for orders at once (aco No. 856) 


rah Railway survey. Refers to | 


Porsian Govorament baye pro- 


tested to Mr. Wood that eoginoers aloald 
have gone to Tehran to consult thea, 
"They havo ouly ubdertaken cost of « pres 
liminary survey, not of an exhaustive ono 
(Geo Nos. 566 ad G06) a 


tory ntatenut 
Foreign Aa zs 


Infantry dotachmont at Shiraz Refers to 
No, 626. Transits telegram from consul 
, giving opiaion that whole 

fnfantey detachment may bo withdraws 
(#00 Nos. S64 and 569) cages 


Salared-Dowleh, Refers to No. 608, 
Minster for Foreign Attatre banded him 
metoraudm that Russian Go. 
erament having wmedium and 
Bete of resneliatio, i csi ot 
flow engagement to be broken as loog a8 
Salar did tot infringe it Gian being ta 
Russian opbere, the Russian Goverment 
would watch Bia ene ad 
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‘To Sir W. Towaley...| 141 Tel. 


‘To Sir G, Buchanan, 


Mr. Norman to Mr, 


Tlinger 
Sir G, Buchanan 


Persian Railways 


‘Syndicate 


Mr. Greenway 


Sir G. Lowther 


To Si W, Townley, 


‘To Bir G. Buchanan, 


Count Benckendort.| 


Sir W. Townley 


128°Tel. 








Mar. 20, 1913, 





‘Tolnt advance to Pers. Refers to No, 636. 
Feora misunderstanding, Russian shard 
was to be advance aa soon as Persian 
Government agreed to Russian terns, No 
farther conditions about Lako Urmia (see 
Nos. 548and 630)... we 

‘Joint advanco to Persia. Refers to Nos, 586) 
and 547. ‘To expross to M, Sazonot that 
Rassian sharo will be advanced at once om 
acceptance of terms, irrespective of Urmia 
‘eoncession (s09.NO.$50) seas 


Hormuz oxide, Suggested security no 
longer required + Rie eh 


‘Joint advance to Persia, Refers to No, 548, 
Miter for Foran Mars spurting 
(question of ako Urmis from that of 
‘advance, Russian sharo will b paid in 
oon, Persian Government has accept 
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sian Government want murveyorv to go to 
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‘this in mpomsible, ‘Reasons (ooo No, 697) 

Mining concession, ‘Tranamits telegram, 
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inform Mc Sazonot tat it vid that 
iar not fit for suc an appolntient (ae 
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bint of ex-ante Where 
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faent 
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‘Tureo-Porsian frontier, Russian Govem- 
ment consider Hakki Pasha‘ formals 
tight serveas a basis for further negotis 
tions. ah a 


‘TransPersisn Railway. Transmits. letter 
from M. Goukassof, one of the Russian 
representatives of Société to Lord 
Errington. Replied that Great Britain 
Sad vetoed Ketan aud attr algae 
sent, Our propals very unfavourably 
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‘Trans-Persian Railway. ‘Transmit letter to 
ix W. Garstin from Prosident of Société 
Etudes stating that. 
in Nos. 208 and 362 
(@00 No. 586) 


Withdrawal of Gotrat Todi Horse, tera 
toe 586 isMajentysconsl 
Stirs shoul accompany roped aa 
far as Kezerun (wo Na 01) 


TecrPeinn ee, Penta Gove 

rent requust advo. of ‘Hs Majonys 

Goverment as to Whother ty eld 
infor Porto thal they propow t dl 
comtaaion (ooo No. B18) Po 


Withdrawal of Contral India Horse, Retera| 
to No. 67. Reports stops already takeut 
to euimro assistance betog rendered to 
regiment (40 No, 690) a 


Ex-Shah, Refer to No, 675. Ministry 
Foreign: Affairs bavo not heard of 
arrival at Nico ye ae 


Tako Urmia concomion, Refers to No. 674. 
ta Tr ewe Shui ako ont 
Sopportconlitinal on Ituwla support 
'R bometing aio (no enh 


Loan to Persian Government, Question of 
financial control. Considers Russian Go- 
‘Vornment and Hiv Majosty's Government 
should not commit. thetiaelves without 
grvcing togothor (sou Noa, 689 wnd G03) 


‘Trans-Porsian, Hallway, Trawamite, with 
‘comments, No. 558. Anke for obser¥ations 


Caravans, Reports movements during. 
January and Fobroary alc 


‘Trans-Porsian Railway. Rotors to No. 57%, 
‘Transinita, with coraments, draft rehome 
for distribution of Internationa intereate 


ranfo 6 Rajput’ badunrtar, —Retora 
ie Ne $1 Hetil 
ir rogardingproponl iS tani 
departure (soo No. 612) ” x 
TuosPeriat frontier, Tbable thos of 
‘Turkish opty to Rania non Views of 
Rutan Alster (eo No. G04) 


Loa to, Persian Goverinent. Fane 
geek dey w NER re 
Foreign Afar wil case quem ei 
‘Minister of Finance, a 


Withdrawal of Gentral India Horve. Rotors 


to No, 680. Not necessary to telogeaph 
text 


Withdrawal of Central Indin Horse. Refers 
to No, 578, Will consul ran any risk on 
‘return journey, or will his visit to Soulot 
bo misinterpreted (aco Nos. 601 and 609) 


‘Turoo-Persian frontier, Refers to No, 79. 
Ts opposed to dissolation of comniasion 


‘Teer Ponian ron, Refer to No 885, 
q lissolution for reasous given 
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CONLIDENTIAL, 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Parr XXXII. 


(221) No. 1. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 2.) 
No, 390.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, December 30, 1912. 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that the “Novoe Vremya”’ of yesterday's date 
published a lengthy leading article dealing incidentally with the murder of Captain 
Hokford and more generally with the present state of affairs in Persia, ‘The “Novoe 
Vremya” criticises the policy pursued by the two Governments in that country since 
the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian agreement and deplores the deposition of the 
Ex-Shah who, it declares, with all his faults was preferable to the present rulers of 
Tehran who have failed to organise an army, to establish a proper administration, 
police force, law courts or financial system. Recent events must in the end bring not 
only Anglo-Russian diplomacy but English diplomacy to its senses. An English officer 
had been killed, which was a more serious event than the brutal slaughter of Russian 
officers and men. The Bakhtiaris, who were supported by the British legation, had 
burst in upon the council of ministers, attacked the treasurer-general, submitted him to 
insult, and beaten his servants. ‘This was much more important than the murder of a 
Russian consul and the insulting of Russian diplomatic officials. Did this not 
sufficiently show that the régime instituted after the deposition of the Shah, while 
inflicting harm on Russia, was far from advantageous to England? ‘The trial of a 
sham constitution had been made, and had proved to be a ruinous failure. ‘The ‘Tehran 
rulers, maintained in authority solely by the caprices of Anglo-Russian diplomacy, had 
shown an absolute inability to maintain order or to protect life. In place of the 
romised representative régime a dominion of marauding bands had been established. 
The“ Novee Vremya” concludes by remarking that it will not take upon itself to 
decide whether the chaotic situation created in Persia satisfies the British Government, 
but that for Russia, the immediate neighbour of a decomposing body, the situation is 
insufferable and cannot continue. 

Thave, &c. 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


No. 2. 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 2.) 


Paris, January 1, 1913. 
ON the receipt yesterday evening of your telegram No. 800 of yesterday, I 
communicated with the Regent of Persia, and he came to the Embassy this afternoon, 
when I carried out your instructions. 
His Highness requested me to thank you for the information which I had been 
directed to communicate to him, of the advice given to Ala-es-Sultaneh hy His Majesty's 
[1602] B 
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Minister at Tehran. The Regent said that he would communicate to me, for your 
information, any important news that reached him from Persia. 
Thave, &. 
FRANCIS BERTIE. 





No. 3. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 2.) 


India Office, January 1, 1913. 

IN reply to your lettor No, 54237 of the 24th December on the subject of the 
‘Trans-Persian Railway, Tam directed by the Secretary of State for India to say that 
he agroes with the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that the questions referred to 
in paragraphs 2 and 3 thereof should be examined by the Committee of Imperial 
Defence at the earliest possible date. 

‘As regards paragraph 4, Tam to say that Lord Crowe will address Sir E, Grey 
soparately on the subject of the murder of Captain Eckford. 

Tam, &e, 
‘T, W. HOLDERNESS. 





No. 4. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Received January 2.) 


India Ofice, January 1, 1913. 
IN roply to your letter of the 27th Decomber, regarding the desired advance of 
money to meet the expenses to be urred by the Persian authorities on account of 
tho proposed punitive measures against tho assailants of Captain Eekford, I am 
directed by the Socrotary of Stato for India to say that he concurs in the views 
oxpressed by His Majesty's Minister, ‘Tehran, in his telegram No. 652 of the 24th 


Tam, &. 
'!, W. HOLDERNESS. 





No. 5, 


atu) Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived January 2.) 
(No.1. 
(Welogeaphic, Tehran, January 2, 1913. 

MY telegram No, 658 of 28th December. 

Acting consul at 'Pabriz, reports that mullahs and merchants have sent further 
tologram to tho Cabinot demanding that the Regent should not return to Persia, that 
the present Cabinet be dismissed, Bakhtiaris got rid of, and a new Cabinet formed 
under Saad-ed-Dovwleh, and that Belgian financial officials be dismissed. 

Acting consul adds that he learns from first-hand evidence that the scheme was 
evolved by Shuja-ed-Dowleh with the connivance of the Governor-General. He speaks 
highly of the Belgian administration, which, he says, does not receive support which 
it deserves from the Russian consul. 

Tho Russian Minister is sending a sharp message to the Governor-General, 
telling him that he must not oppose the Belgians. ‘The Russian Minister's attitude 
appears quite correct, and Lam instructing the acting consul not to take any action 
unless he is directly approached by the Governor-General, in the which case he should 
support the Russian Minister's action, I think that my colleague prefers to handle 
the matter alone, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





[260] No.6. 
‘Sir W. Townley to Sir Edioard Groy.—(Raceived January 22) 


(No. 2.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, January 2, 1913, 

MY immediately preceding telegram of to-day. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has sent to ask me to represent to His Majesty's 
Government that the situation in Azerbaijan is becoming so serious that unless steps 
are taken to restrain the authors, behind whom is Shuja-ed-Dowleh, he is afraid that 
it may spread throughout country and create state of anarchy. 

His Highness expressed hope that His Majesty's Government might see fit to cause 
representations to be made at St, Petersburgh in the sense of instructions beiug sent 
to Russian consul to take steps to discourage movement, 

Tunderstand that Russian Minister has promised to telegraph to his Government 
in this sense, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh and Tabriz,) 





(261) No. 7. 


y_ Bir. Roedey to Bir Baoan Grey —(Recival January 2) 
‘No. 3.) 
(eiseaphiey Tehran, January 2, 1913. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier 

1 am informed by the Persian Government that a serious situation threatens to 
develop on the Kurdistan frontier. Governor-Genoral of Kermanshah telegraphs that 
‘Durks are preparing to send troops to occupy Persian territory in the neighbourhood 
of, but north of, Kasr-iShirin, Country which it is proposed to seize is inhabited by 
warlike Persian tribes, who are likely to resist Turkish incursion by foree, and loss of 
life may result. 

Official note of protest has been sent. to Turkish Ambassador, in which ‘Turkey 
is held responsible for whatever may happen, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh and Kermanshah,) 





(55490) No. 8. 
Foreign Ofice to India Offices 


Sir, Roreign Office, January 2, 1913. 

WITH reference to Sir W. Townley’s despatch No. 247 of the 20th November last, 
copy of which was sent to you on the Ist January, respecting the attack on Lioutenant 
Bullock and the compensation to be demanded in eonnection with this incident, Tam 
directed to state, for the information of the Marquoss of Crowe, that a telegram was 
Aispatched to, Sir W, ‘Townley on the 24th December instructing him to present an 
additional claim, as suggested in the last paragraph of his despatch above mentioned, 
and enquiring what sum he would consider to be adequate. 

Sir W. Townley has now replied that in his opinion 6001. would be a suitable 
amount to demand, 

Sir E. Grey would be glad to be favoured with the views of the Marquess of 
Crowo as tothe adoqusey of tis sum before concurring in Sit W, Townley’s suggestion. 

am, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 


{860} No. 9. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received January 8.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
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tho Secretary of State, copy of enclosures in a letter from the Foreign Secretary to 
the Government of India, dated the ‘lst October, 1912, relative to deputation of a 
special officer to Dizful. 


Tndia Office, January 2, 1913. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 9, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India, 


Confidential.) October 8, 1912, 
IN continuation of my letter dated the 29th September, 1912, T have the honour 
to forward, for the information of the Government of India, a copy of the telegram 
which I have addressed to His Majesty's Minister, regarding the deputation to Dizful of 
a special oflicer in view of the possible activity of the railway syndicate in that direction. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 9. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to W. Townley. 
(Confidential,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. October 3, 1912. 

T HAVE addressed your Excellency and the Government of India by post urging 
the necessity of deputing an officer, on special duty or otherwise, to proceed this 
winter to Dizful in view of the possible activity of the railway syndicate in that 

Bofore the syndicate’s officials can even make the necessary preliminary 
ions. good deal of spade work will be necessary. 

1 will telegraph fuller dotails should the Government of India deal with the 
question tolegraphically. 

(Repeated to Government of India by post.) 





(362) No. 10. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofico—(Reevived January 3.) 


Sir, India Office, January 2, 1913. 
TN reply to your letter of th 20th November, T am directed’ by the Secretary of 
State for India to forward, for the information of the Secr ry tate for Foreign 
Affairs, copy of telograms. exchanged v regarding a 
proposil to station a British officer in Luristan in connection with the projected 
Khoremabad-Moh hh railway 
ing regard to the importance of British interests in this region, the Marquess 
re with the Government of India, and is pre to charge half the 
estimated expenditure (which amonnts to 133U initial and 1,830L annual recurring) 
to Indian revenues on hearing that the other half will be ‘borne by the Imperial 
Exchequer. It would probably not, be practicable to distinguish, for the purpose of 
arging it to the Persian Railways Syndi the cost of any survey operations which 
ho might, carry out in the course of his other duties. But, as it appears from the 
nidicate's letter of the 28th October that they contemplate sending a survey party of 
thet ova, his question will perhaps not arae 
Tam, &e, 
‘T, W. HOLDERNESS. 


nelosure 1 in No. 10. 
‘The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India. 


(Celegraphic,) P, India Office, October 30, 112, 
LURIST: 


With reforengo to the letter from the resident, Persian Gulf, to the Foreign 
Department, dated 29th September last, I shall be glad if your views, together with 
an estimate of the cost which his proposal involves, can bo communicated to me by 
telegraph, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 10, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Orewe, 


(Telegraphic) P. November 28, 1912. 
AN reply to your regarding Luristan, dated 30th ultimo, it is important, 
we think, that we should haye an officor in touch with the tribes of this district, as it 
is possible that the Khoremabad~Mohammerah railway may soon be begun, and Cox’s 
tion is recommended, that an officer should be posted to Dizful to keep in touch 

with the tribes; he would be on special duty and would have no official. title. 

Not counting the pay of the officer appointed, the appointment, it is reckoned, 
would cost 20,000 rupees annually, and, with pay at about 13,000 rupees for the 
incumbent, the total cost would amount to 33,000 rupees per annum. We assume 
that the Treasury would follow the recognised principle and that half the cost would 
bbe borne by them, ; ies 

‘The railway question apart, an extension of our influence in Luristan for politteal 
and commercial reasons has always scemed an object worthy of attainment, 


Enolosure 3 in No, 10. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic) P. December 11, 1912 
OFFICER for Dizful. 
Please seo my telegram dated 28th last month, : < 
With reference to telegram of 10th idem to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
ter, Cox wired as follows on Sth December :— 


nnses and nature of duties will be little affected by change of name, After 

curtailment, initial expenses for tents, comp furniture, and repairs to 

house and office amount to 2,000 rupees. Cannot reduce beyond 1,500 rupees por 

annum for recurring charges. 12,450 rupecs will be amount of subsistence grant, 
salary, and emoluments combined.” 





(869) No, 11. 


x: Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived January 3.) 

(No. 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, January 3, 1913, 
ALY telegram No. 651 of 23rd Decomber ; Shiraz incident. 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Shiraz, 2nd January : 


“I had a long conversation with the Governor-General on the subject or 
Dariabegi's expedition: First, object is to arrange for the safe conduct ip the road of 
arms and ammunition from Bushire. With this object in view Dariabegi is proceedin, 
to Borasjun, arranging for local riflemen as he goes along, and the Governor-General 
hopes that the arrangements will ensure the safe passage of arms and caravan, 
Secondly, the Governor-General hopes that on the arrival of arms he will be strong 
enough to attack Moliammed Ali Rhan with the assistance of sich gendarmes as ue 
available here, and possibly of Soulet, whoso attitude in the matter is not yet known, 
and supported by the two Maxims now at Bushire. 

“Major Siefvert has not yet been consulted by the Governor-General, and is vory 
doubtful as to the prospects of success of either undertaking, His present idea is to 
allow Major Brandel to remain at Bushire till he has collected his recruits tnd drilled 
them sufficiently to make them of some use, after which the party may be able to 
undertake the return journey without undue risk, 

“It is unfortunatethat the Governor-General had not yet consulted Siofvert, who is 
an excellent fellow, but quite unsuited for personal dealings with the Persian 
authorities. In matters of this kind, his opinion is of courso valuablo. Tshall try 
during the next few days to bring the two together, and to arrange something more 
definite. As things are at present, no progress can be made, and Dariabogi expedition 
‘ean produce no good result.” 





[1602) 
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(379) No. 12. 
Sir W. Pownley to Sir Haward Grey.— (Received January 3.) 


No. 5.) 
(nei ic.) Tehran, January 3, 1913. 

BRITISH consulsgoncral at Bushire telegraphs that Major. Hopkins, of the Royal 
Engineers, has arrived at Bunder Abbas, and wishes to proceed to Yezd in a direction 
slightly west of due north, vid Saadatabad and Saidabad and Babrambad. Hopkins 
examined last season 1 portion of proposed siligament for the Trans-Persian Railway, 
‘and the British consul-general at Bushire thinks that he now doubtless contemplates 
continuing the work in the direction of Yezd. 

British consul-general at Ispahan_ also telegraphs that Major Cox is under 
instructions from the Chief of General Staff to travel from Ispahan, where he is now 
‘on special intelligence duty, to Yezd and thence vid Shahribak to Bunder Abbas, 
‘passing the same places as Major Hopkins (or through adjacent regions). Major Cox 
proposes to start the first week in February, 

Both British consul-gonerals enquire whether there is any objection, provided that 
advico of consular olficor concerned is followed, 

Country to be traversed is most unsettled, and local escorts will have to be 
arranged for with tho Bahktiari Governors of Kerman and Yezd. 





(456) No. 12% 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 4, 1913.) 
(No. 13. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, December 13, 1912. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 9, dated the 24th November, { have the 
honour to enclose a copy of a letter which I have addressed to the Governinent of 
Tudia, requesting instructions regarding the intimation to foreign consuls and others 
of the establishment of gas-buoys and lights at Bushire, Bubrein, and elsewhere, 
Thave, &e, 
B, Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Coneul- 
Goneral for Fars, é&e. 


Enclosure in No. 12%. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 
Jonfidential,) 
Sir, Bushire, December 13, 1912. 

T HAVE the houour to addvess the Government of India on the subject of the 
communication, if any, to be mide to foreign consular officials at Bushire of the 
establishment of lights at various points in the Gulf, 

2, In 1905 the commander of the R.LMLS, “Investigator,” after readjusting the 
bnoys in the Shatt-el-Arab, asked me to notify foreign consuls at Muscat, Bushire, and 
Bussorah by telegraph of the new positions, juested the Government of India to 
give mo instructions on this point, and was informed that there seemed to be no 
abjection to copies of the notice sent to agents of British steam-ship companies being 

tei to foreign consuls, These instructions, however, didnot reach me in time, 

sly, as explained in my letter dated the 18th June, 1905, T took no specific 

stops to arquaint my consular colleagues, but the notice to mariners had already been 

shown informally to the agent of the Russian steam-ship line and the director of 
custom 

‘The post siderably developed since then, and it therefore seems best to 
ask for fresl instructions, 

Notices to mariners regarding the establishment of lights will have to be issued 
shortly in respect of the following items of our sclieme — 

1.) Tanb lighthouse, 

Babrein gas-buoys, 
3.) Shatt-el-Arab gas-bnoy 
4.) Bushire and Binder Abbas gus-buoys, 


T will deal seriatim with each of the above. 


7 


4. Tanb Lighthouse.—In this case we are establishing » light on territory owned by 
the Chief of Shargah, with his express permission and consent. There seems, therefore, 
0 objection to our communicating, when the timo gomes, a enpy of the nots regarding 
the lighthouse as issued to British shipping companies simultaneously to foreign consular 
representatives at Bushire for communication to their nationals, 

5, Bahrein Lighted Buoys.—The special position which His Majesty's Government 
cceupies in regard to Bahrein is generally recognised by foreign Governments, other 
than Turkey and Persia, and there therefore seems. no objection to the political agent, 
Bahrein, notifying the establishment of gas-buoys both to British and foreign shipping 
companies in his jurisdiction, 

6, Gas-buoys on Shatt-cl-Arab Bar.—Our position here is as stated in the note of 
His Majesty's Government of the 18th July, 1912, to the Porte, and it therefore seems 
reasonable that we should adopt the same line of action as in'the ease of Tanb light- 
house. 

7. Gas-buoys at Bushire and Bunder Abba: sition in regard to these 
buoys is otil somowhst indenite; should His Majestya Goveramant. deside to seek 
general recognition of our prescriptive right to control buoyage and lighting in the Gulf, 
fas suggested in my letter dated the 19th October, 1912, it seems reasonable that we 
should adopt, in the case of these lights also, the action suggested in the previous cases 

i ‘nd, fn addition, an intimation of the establishment of theso”partigular 
Hight might bo ant tothe eel Government (asin the past, when usys wero lid in 
the harbour by Government) and also to the Customs, for the information of the 
commander of the “Persepolis” and of the customs launches. 

If they sought to enter into correspondence or raiso an issue, we must: be prepared. 
to make an explicit assertion of our prescriptive righta in the matter. 

8, It is expected that the gas-buoys ut Babrein and Bushire will be established 
within the next three weeks. I therefore solicit « telegraphic reply with reference to 
paragraphs 6 and 7 of the above, 

9, In order to save time, I um sending « copy of this letter to His Majesty's 
Forvign and Indin Offices and to His Majesty's Mvaister, Tehran, in, continuation of 
previous correspondence, 

Thave, &o, 
. Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
Genoral for Pars, de. 





[500] No, 13. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofico.—(Recoived January 4.) 


Sir, India Office, January 3, 1918. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 2nd December, 1912, T am directed 'to invite 
reference to the Viceroy’s telegram of the 28th December as to tho desirability of 
obtaining from the Persian Government a generul recognition of tho right of His 
Majesty's Government to control the lighting and buoyage of the Persian Gulf, 

‘The Marquess of Crewe agrees with the Government of India that, unless a really 
favourably opportunity offers, as to which the Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs in 
in the best position to judge, it wil be better not to approach the Persian Clovermment 
on the general question pending the completion of the lighting and buoyage scheme 
now in the course of execution. It would seem advisabloin any case to avait the reply 
of the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the memorandum communicated to him 
‘on the 11th December last, as reported in Sir W. Townloy's telegram No, 635 of the 
15th idem, regarding the proposed Tighthouse on Sheikh ShuaibIelnd, 

am, &o, 
T, W, HOLDERNESS. 
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No. 14. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office.—(Received January 4.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated 31st December, 1912, 
regarding the Trans-Persian railway. 


India Office, January 3, 1913. 


Enclosure in No. 14. 
The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India. 


(Delographic.) P. India Office, December 31, 1912, 

'BLEASE lot_mo know by telegraph as early as possible what are your views on 
tho measures required for the permanent security of our military and naval position at 
tho mouth of the Persian Gulf, especially taking into consideration the construction of 
tho Trans-Persian railway. ‘The question is to be considered at an early date by the 
Committee of Imperial Defence. 





(165), No. 15. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 

(No. 1.) 
(elographic.) reign Office, January 4, 1913. 

OUR tologram 2 of 24th Decomber. 

T should not feel justified in recommending the advance of money for the purposes 
of the Porsian punitive expedition, in view of your opinion that it will probably f 
its object. Ilis Majesty's Government might, moreover, by financing the expedition, 
becom responsible for acts which they could not defend. 





No, 16. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
Foreign Ofice, January 4, 1913. 


raphic, 
Your ‘diya No. 5 of 3rd January. 
‘As rogards Major Hopkins's journey, is there greater danger for him than for 
Lioutonant Steward (seo your telograms No. 623 of 9th December and No, 634 of 
15th December) ? 





No, 17. 


Sir Kdieard Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 
fo. 7.) 
leggraphio.) Foreign Office, January 4, 1913. 
SIR W. TOWNLEY’S telegram No. 2 of 2nd January. 
ho telegrams recently repeated to you from Vehran show that in 
going on at ‘Tabriz which, if continued, will create a serious situation. Ask Russian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to send immediate instructions to the Russian consul in 
the senso desired by Persian Minister for Foreign 4 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 


No. 14", 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office. —(Received January 4.) 


; 25, Abeliureh Lane, London, 
Sir, as January 4, 1913 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter received to-day. in 
reference to the note issue of the bank, and in reply to'your enquiry, | boy to inform 
you that the 101. shares of the bunk were issued at’ two pounds premium, or 121. por 
Share, the said premium, as you will see from the prospectus of the bank, which I enclose, 
was to be received by Baron Julius de Reuter and his associates towards the moneys 
disbursed in connection with the obtaining of the bank’s concession, I also enclose a 
copy of the charter dated the 2nd September, 1889, and a copy of the supplemental 
charter dated the 17th December 1894, authorising the reduction of the capital of the 
bank from 1,000,001. to 650,001, Talso send a copy of the special resolutions which 
wore duly passed by the sharcholders in connection with the supplemental charter. 
TRAV aa 
G, NEWELL, 
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[261] No..18. 


) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 

‘No. 9. 

{rceephiay Foreign Ofice, January 4, 1913, 
MY telegram No. 7 of to-day to Constantinople: Turco-Persian frontier. 
Please inform M. Sazonof. 





[261] No. 19. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No. 7.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, January 4, 1913. 
IR W. ‘TOWNLEY’S telegram No. 3 of 2nd January: Turco-Persian frontier. 
Tf your Russian colleague is instructed to enquire and to remonstrate, should the 
facts be as stated, you should support him. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 8.) 


[552] No. 20, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 5.) 
(Wo, 6.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, January 5, 1913, 
MY telegram No. 1 of 2nd January. 
Following from consul at Tabriz, 4th January :— 


haye seen Governor-General, who immediately hegan discussion about the 

olitical situation and enquired what was the attitude of His Majesty’s Government. 
accordingly communicated the message in your telegram No. 1. His Mxcellency 

expressed surprise at being suspected of playing a part in the present movement, 


but I informed him that it was not astonishing, as public opinion already 


‘attributed to him an intimate share in the agitation, and that he had not taken 
steps to contradict report. I suggested that he should publish a disavowal of any 
connection with the agitators, and disapproval of their actions. He refused to do 
this, hinting that life would be unsafe if he were todo so. Finally he begged me to 
conyey to you following message :— 


“That, while opposed to Bakhtiari supremacy, he was not in favour of Saad nor 
hostile to Belgians, whom, on the contrary, he was helping with all the means in his 
power. 


“The latter pet was true enough a few weeks ago, and may be so still, in spite of 
the opinion of my Russian colleague to the contrary. Belgians’ chief enemy here is 
Shuja. The rest may be taken for what it is worth. 

“Gould not instructions be sent to him through the Minister of the Interior to 
separate himself from the agitation? Personally he is powerless, but his name carries 
some weight. 

“He contradicted the reported expedition against Tehran. 

“My Russian colleague is still disinclined to believe in Shuja’s complicity and 
attributes the whole movement to the Governor-General, against whom he has always been 
prejudiced. He says that Shuja is only acting under the Governor-General. From the 
poeta of the two men here I am convinced that the reverse is the case. Tho 

‘overnor-General is not innocent, but he is acting under compulsion. 

“Tam informed that the bread agitation has failed.” 


Russian Minister has received instructions for communication to the Russian consul 
at ‘Tabriz, but they are so couched as to hold him responsible should their result be 
‘unsatisfactory to the Russian Government, whose real wishes are apparently not clear 
even to their own Minister. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(1602) 
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[1652] No. 21. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 13, 1913.) 
No. 255.) 
ir, Tehran, December 10, 1912. 

WITH reforence to my despatch No, 233 of the 7th November, I have the honour 
to forward to you herewith copy of a further despatch from His Majesty's consul 
general at Meshed on the subject of Russian instigation of Turkoman raids, 

‘As you wil remember from my telegram No. 619 ofthe 4th instant, the Mr Meriton 
Teferred to in Major Sykes! despatch was subsequently captured by the Turkomans, and 
roughly handled before being liberated. 

Thave, &c. 


WALTER 'TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 21. 


Consul-General Sykes to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 45. Confidential.) 
Sir, Meshed, November 14, 1912, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 43 of the 19th October last, I have’ recontly 
received further information on the subject of Turkoman alaman. 

The Ukhani of Bujnurd tells me that he determined to try and cut off a raiding 
party, and consequently marched to Jajarm, and from there to the point seven miles 
east of Nardin where the governor had shown mo the trucks of « returning alaman, 
After waiting in vain for to days, two hours before sunset on the third day, the 
Purkoman advance guard was sighted, and an hour later the main body, 950 strong, 
was attacked. The Kurds, who had a strong position, were able to inflict a loss of 
about 100 killed and wounded, besides 30 prisoners, on the Turkoman ; they also 
Tocovered some thousands of sh ep, camels, &e, Had it not been for the latoness of the 


hour, they would havo accomplished more. Among the slain, and also among the 
Prisonors, wero soveral Turkoman from Chandir and from Kara Kala—the latter on 
tho Sunbar, both districts being Russian territory. ‘The prisoners all said that they 
Were acting under the instructions of the Russian Commissioner at Gunbad-i-Kabus, 


who said, “Go and raid, 
Mr. Meriton, th 


AAs in the caso of the Shrine outrage, there is no doubt as to Russian guilt, but it 
dooms desirablo to give corroborative evidence when available, 
3, Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Government of India. 
Thave, &e. 
P. W. SYKES, Major, His Brittanic Majesty's 
Consul-General and Agent to the 
Government of India in Khorosan. 





(1663) No. 22, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received January 13, 1913.) 
(No. 266, 
in, ce Tehran, December 10, 1912. 

have nLAVE ;the honour to forward (0 you herewith copy of a despatch’ which I 
have reevi from His Majesty's acting consul at Tabriz reviewing the ger situation 
ili rae Fat ajentys acting consul at Tabris reviewing the general situation 
‘ou will observe that Mr. Cowan comments upon the actions of Russian i 
connection with foreigh commerce, sn fon tn Aetons of Russian troops in 
1 venture to suggest that if you should consider it desirable to make representations 
‘upon the obstacles put in the way of foreign trade by Russian methods it had better be 


MW 


done at St. Petersburgh, as the Russian Minister here exercises but little influence 
‘over his consuls at a distance from Tehran, a 
we, &e. 


WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No. 22, 
Acting Consul Cowan to Sir W. Townley, 


(No 9. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tabriz, November 25, 1912. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit for your information certain details as to the 
general situation in Azerbaijan, ‘These facts are by themselves of too unimportant a 
nature to necessitate report by telegraph, but they are such that I feel that you should 
not be kept in ignorance of tiem, 

Asyou are naturally aware, the all-pervading influence in this province is. that of 
Russia,” It is an influence which is exercised directly and indirectly through many 
different agencies. In the first place, there is the military influence, which Appears to 
act independently and Deaninaee srorything, Then there is the civil influence, 
which in falls into separate divisions ; the direct influence of the consuls, that of 
ther subordinates, who Uppear froquantly to edt indopeadently, aad Shay of the Parsing 
tools of the Russian civil authorities, who act in obedience to orders from those 
authori and in return obtain immunity from the consequences of actions which they 
undertake independently for their own advantage. 

Of the tallusnsy of tho Reassian military ithortion wo wet © good example iA the 
arrest of Mr, Price at Khoi. ‘That was probably a blunder on the. part of the soldiers 
arresting him, though the Russian consul did riot choose to explain it go. Bub if an 
Englishman, the guest of the governor, is linblo to arrest, it may be imagined what ie 
the treatment meted out to Permians, Toccasionally recvive reports from Urinin and 
the neighbourhood showing that the population there is entirely subject to the Russian 
domination, and that individuals are liable to summary arrest by the Russians for trivial 
or even imaginary offences. Here, in Tabriz, of course such high-handed action would 
not be tolerated, but the attitude of the military authorities even here is very far from 
being humble, Squads ofsoldiers parade the strocts with fixed bayonets; a most dangerous 
proceeding for passers-by, a8 the Russian soldier carries his bayonot at every imaginable 
‘angle, and everyone who has not the good fortune to bo a European or an Indian sowar 
is roughly puslied on one side. Many’ casos have also beon reported to. me of goods 
being taken froca native: dasers'aiel no payment. given, Tie action of the Hauer 
military Powers is equally inconsiderate. ‘They wore, of course, obliged to tind 

juarters for their troops, 80 they ocoupied (I neod hardly say without ront) the Persian 

jovernment quarters at the Drill Square, Alu Kapu, the governor's town residence, and 
Dall: Sheraal hel poyerase (@unadsrseitsneey/ AILCEA eye aon foo repair 
when they occupied it, but I understand that it has got’ considerably worse, eco 
their occupation, and that it is indescribably filthy. There is now some talk of having 
it epatrod at the atpolin Gf the Parma’ Governnsank antl ot Httisg ie up tok cuantsta 
and entertainments during the winter. The su; ion has aroused indivnation among 
Europeans here, as it is felt that it would be the height of bad taste to uso the governors 
palace for such a purpose while the governor is housed in an inferior building.” , 

Shemal was put. into repair by the Persian Government some. time ago, 

but it has suffered. Many of the fine trees which adorned the garden have been 
cut down, and a large plantation of almond and other fruit trees at the back of the 
palace ay jn the lst ten days ently disapeared and heen replied bya ile 
Tange. Fortunately, M. Ranaguin, the local director of taxation, hus boo abla. to 
obtain a price for the trees as fuel, Tt may have been necessary to provide tho troops 
with firewood, but as a Russian with whom I was talking a ow days ago remarked, 
it ia not the correct thing for troops residing in country with which they are at 
peace to destroy a Government garden. Many private houses have also been ocsupied, 
and in the case of one of the best private houses in Tabriz, the doors and window 
frames were used as fuel by the soldiers, If the Russian Government intends to 
demand an indemnity from the Persian Government, it seems to me that the latter 
would have in justios a good counter-claim for compensation for destruction of property, 
much of which, both here and at Resht, has been sheer wanton destruction. 

‘These actions of the Russian troops do not, of course, affect, foreign interests, but 
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their conduct in another respect if persisted in is bound to have a ruinous effect upon 
foreign commerce. ‘The troops at Khoi, not content with monopolising the transport 
there and at Julfa, have taken to stopping caravans on the Trebizond road, examining 
their way bills aud unloading the bales, which they throw into caravanserais, where 
they suit for weeks, exposed to the weather, and io wandering marauders, until it 
pleases the military authorities to return the animals which they have meanwhile been 
‘using for their own convenience. In. this way goods frequently. arrive here in a 
damaged or deficient state, and are, in fact, exposed in another form to all the 
obstacles which impede commerce on the southern trade routes, Of course the troops 
take care not to interfere with Russian goods, and so far no case has come to my 
knowledyn in which they have seriously meddled with British goods. If they did so 
Tshoold naturally make « strong protest, but I doubt if it would avail anything, as my 
Russian colleaguo has little or no influence with the military authorities, As a matter 
of fact I should nt once inform you by telegraph of any such occurrence. As it is 
T think it would not be out of place to take steps even now, as Persian muleteers are 
beginning to be shy of the ‘Trebizond route, and the Russian muleteers are so 
nsubordinate that nobody but a Russion can employ them. Moreover, the cost of 
transport on this road is steadily rising, owing to the state of fear in which the Persian 
ruletecrs are (though the increased cost a also due in part to the lack of transport 
on the Turkish part of the road), and as matters stund at present there ix ev 
Akalihood tat this Trebizond routo will bo practially closed ih tho near future to al 
but Russian merchants, and that will be the end of foreign commerce in Azerbaijan, 
In this connection 1 may mention that Mr. Carr, of Messrs, Hoods, Limited, who is. at 
prosont in Tubri, is fully wequninted with the ntuation, and that he intends to brn 
the matter to the notice of the chamber of commerce of the cities in which his firm is 
roprosonted, 

As regards the Russian civil authorities, the consuls in the outlying districts seem 
to bo acting hand in glove with the military authorities, and to be just as domineerin, 
in their actions. For some inonths M. Belaieff, the Russian consul at Ardebil 
the Persian telegraph wiro, and sent his. telegrams without payment, probabl 

arging his Government with the cost of them, In the. end, however, 
M, Lojoune, ono of the Belgian financial officials, proved tco strong for him, and he had 
to disgorge 8,000 tomans, At Khoi and Urmia the Russian consuls are virtually 
foverions, and not always vory just governors, Of Captain Yass at, Sujbulak I 
have no reports, but I am inclined to credit him with some sense of ju 
tolerance. 

Of M, Préobragensky, my Russian colleague here, I am also inclined to believe the 
bent, so far as his personal ‘actions are coucerned, His relations with the Russian 
military authorities aro extremely limited, in fact he regards them as @ nuisance, and 
bolieve him to be seorotly in favour of evacuation, though he has not the courage to 
recommend it, Of course, he discusses affairs wit es, and advises 
thom as to the eo ion they are to pursue, but he appears to treat them as the 
representatives of « more or less sovereign nation, and T cannot fix upon him any 
responsibility for high-handed wctions ; in fuct, his one desire is not to be worried, 

Of the viee-consul, M. Bloom, I have also no complaint to wake. His duties do 
not bring. him into contact with Persians, aud with him, as with his chief, I enjoy tne 
most cordial relations, 

Of the Russian dragoman, M. Wiedonsky, I regrot that I cannot speak so 
favourably. ‘This gentleman has been here for the last six years, and has gained a 
most unenvinble reputation for intrigue, corruption, and dishonesty of every kind, 
He is never to be seen in the house of a European, not even in that of his own 
chiefs Personally, I am bately acquainted with him, but I have found that every 
underband Russian action can be traced to him’ or to the Tajer Bashi, Haji 
Zekarich Nuzarbegotl, It is, of course, possible that M. Wiedensky docs the 
unpleasant work that his chief would not deign to do, but 1 prefer to believe that 
be generally acts without the knowledge of the latter and probably presents results 

Id please M. Préobragensky less if he knew for certain how they were 


he Tajer Bashi is « very important personage among Russian agents here, Until 

ntly he hud the reputation of being an intriguer, and a grasping, but compara- 
tively clean-hand Lately, however, it has been rumoured that he is open 
to reovive bribes. Possibly his miotive is to recoup himself for his losses in a gold- 
mining partnership itto which he entered with the notorious M. Brouard. However 
that may be, be and M, Wiedensky, with their tool Shuja-ed-Dowleb, entirely control, 
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mainly by terrorism, Sipahdar and the local authorities and the whole popuiation of 
Tabria, 

Shuja-ed-Dowleh, who is the principal Russian instrument: in Azerbaijan, I have 
met once at a Persian dinner at which he was a guest. Iwas introduced to him, but 
had no conversation with him, nor did Idesire any. He hus not called on me, and I 
have steadily refused to call on him. My relations with him are entirely through the 
Karguzar or the munshi of this consulate, who does not stand in awe of him, and is not 
afraid to tell him plain truths. _Shuja-ed-Dowleh’s part in the Russian work here is to 
do what the Russians cannot with decency do for themselves. His word is absolute law 
to the people of Azerbaijan, and Sipahdar and the karguzar are in deadly fear of him, 
and both appear to obey his orders, though the former sometimes rebels, and is sory 
for it afterwards. In return for his services to the Russians, Shuju-ed-Dowleh is allowe 
a freo hand in plunder and tyranny of every kind, though he appears to have given up 
murder for the present. “It must, however, be admitted that he keeps excellant 
order. ‘Two cases of flagrant oppression on hi in both of which Russian agents 
were involved, have recently come to my knowledge. "The more serious case waa that 
of @ certain Said-es-Sultan, who was airested by Shuja-ed-Dowleh on the charge of 
having beon a fkiend and oo-religionist of the lute Sikatulcialany, a momber of tho 
Shaykhi sect, and’ was sent in chains to Maragha where he was beaten almost to death. 
T mention this incident because it is not what on the face of it it appears to be, I 
therefore give the whole story, in order to show you how Russian agencies work hero, 
and also to put you in possession of the facts of @ ease in which I may some day have 
to invoke your ‘assistance, though at present I believe I can manage to contral it 
myself, 

Some time ago you gave Mr, Stevens permission to rent villages in, Azerbaijan. 
He accordingly rented some villages in the Sain Kaleh district. from Salar-i-Muraffar, a 
quiet and respectuble Persian gentleman of good family, and his son Yumin-i-Lashkar, 
at that time Russian consular agent at Urmia, It beeame known later that Hajt 
Zckarieh, the Russian Tajer Bashi, who by dint of mortgages and loans, has acquired 

tho villages in the Sujbulak district, coveted the properties of Salur-i-Muzaffar, 
Accordingly M. Wiedensky sent for Yamin-i-Lashkar, then at Tabriz, and. told him he 
‘must either rescind his contract with Mr, Stevens or resign his agency. He chose the 
latter alternative, Thereupon Shuja-ed-Dowleh, instructed of course by M. Wiedonsky, 
began course of persecution of Yamin-iLashkar, and invited people to come and pi 
in claims to the property. At first I rofused to interfere, on the ground that Yamin. 
Lashkar’ titledeeds wore so strong that he needed no protection, and that he was a 
Persian subject. Later, however, a judgment was given in the Persian Court in favour 
of Yanin-Lasbka, and the judge Rady refused, to give a copy uf the judymont, and 
even threatened to reverse it unless he was paid 400 tomani, Moredver, it, became 
apparent that Mr. Stovens’ interests were suffering, and that. as soon as one claimant 
was disposed of another would be found, and asa bribe would be requited in each cage 
the unfortunate landlords would scon be ruined.’ I therefore wrote to the kanguzae 
saying that in view of Mr. Stevens’ interest in the caso all questions relating to tho 
ownership of Sain Kaleh must be dealt with in. the presence of a representative of this 
consulate, I also sent my munshi to Shuja-ed-Dowleh to tell him that I would not 
tolerate this persecution of Yamin-i-Lashkar, and that ned Tsliould apply to 
Yee for sanction to follow the course, pursued by omer of Hin Majesty's Legation by 
=. Wratislaw about October 1905, in the case’ of Majd-es-Sultanch and the Urmin 
villages, and appoint Salar-i-Muzaffar British agent at Sain Kaleh, and his son to an 
bonorary post in this consulate, and protect them officially, ‘Thereupon. the lawsuits 
were dropped, but Shuja-ed-Dowleh seized the unfortunate Said-es-Sultan, a followor 
of Yamin-i-Lashkar, and treated him in the manner described. At present it. ia 
Sipahdar who is giving trouble in the case by more legitimate methods. I am cone 
vinced that he has been bribed, but I think that I see my way to dealing with him 
in time, 

This incident shows how impossible it is for any British undertaking, even of the 
‘most innocent nature, to sucoeed in Azerbaijan. 1 may mention that M. Wiedensky 
told Yamin-i-Lashkar that the Russians would not have opposed the lease if it had 
been made toa Frenchman or a German. ‘The offence was that it was granted to. an 
Englishman, I believe that my Russian colleague knows uothing about the affair, us 
otherwise he would certainly have spoken to me about it, Ihave not mentioned it, to 
him, as he would have bad to support his dragoman, and it is easier for mo to deal 
with the Persians as prime movers in the matter aud protend ignorance of the Russian 
clement in the case, 


[1602] 
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Besides Shujaed-Dowleh, two of the chief Russian tools are Mujallal-ul-Mulk, 
formerly \arguzar at Urmia, and Rasir-es-Sultaneb, who was professedly a 
Nationalist, but acted as a Russian spy in the Anjuman, To these may be added 
practically every Russian merchant in the place, 

‘The position of the two Persian Government officials, the governor and the 
karguzar, in this world of intrigue is extremely difficult. ‘The kargucar is afraid of 
Sipahdar, and both fear Shuja-ed-Dowleb. Sherif-ed-Dowleh finds that he has met his 
masters in intrigue, and his helplessness is pathetic. He occasionally asks my advice 
‘is an old acquaintance, and T always give him the same counsel, to stand by the 
consulates and not worry about the reat. He tries to do so, but is a timorous person, 
andl not fitted for life in'such a plice, 

ipahdar seems to be afflicted with a mental St. Vitus dance. He cannot remain in 
the same frame of wind for long, believe that Shuja-ed-Dowleh occasionally soothes 
him by giving him a shate of his spoils, Having had one business interview with him, 
T can nndeistind his unpopularity with M, Préobrageusky, who has had to undergo 
many such interviews, I found it impossible to get him to listen to me, until I told 
him rather sharply that he was talking nonsense, Nevertheless, we are on the best of 
terms. He alternates between angry moods and a kind of general listlessness. He is 
koojing up very little state, and does not entertain much, and is very anxious to get 
away. His loss would not be felt, ashe is only a fizure-head, and a poor one at that. 

Whither the province would remain in ofder if the Russian troops were withdrawn, 
Shujaed-Dowleh got rid of, and w strong governor appointed, properly financed, is 
extremely. Qoubeil. Leven if the ensuing readjustment of influence did not cause 
disturbances, and if Russian officials refrained from provoking disorders, there would 
always be private Russian individuals and protégés who would create incidents to 
provoke disturbances for their own private ends. Still, to my mind, there is nothing to 
ustfy the prosence of su army of occupation in Azerbaijan, A couple of compunies 
here, guards on the Julfu road, and strong consular escorts, would more than suffice to 
keep the place quiet if they meant to do so. Russia has now acquired sufficient 
prestige here to be able to dispense with the show of power. 

Thave, &. 
N. PATRICK COWAN. 
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Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 13, 1913.) 


(No. 261.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 17, 1912. 
THAVE the honour to forward to you herewith two despatches which T have 
ved from Mr. Smart, lately His Majesty’s acting consul at Shiraz, recording h 
‘appreciation of the services rendered to His Majesty's consulate by Colonel Douglas and 
his troops and by Mr, Smith and the staff of the Indo-European Telegraph Department 
in Fars respoctive 
Mr. Sinith’s services wore brought to your notice by my predecessor in connection 
with the disorders at Shiraz which marked the summer of 1911. (Seo Sir G. Barclay's 
dospatch No. 242 of the 1th of December, 1911.) Mr. Smith's services were 
subsequently extremely useful in connection with the incidents of the attacks on our 
troops at the end of tho vear. 
__ In submitting Mr. Smart's despatch No. 29 I would venture to call attention to the 
2's high testimony to Colonel Douglas's forbearance and tact, and to express an 
opinion that it would not be just to old him in any way responsible for the recent 
ineident at Dastarjin, seeing that all the local conditions served to Tead him to suppose 
that thero would he no danger attending the excursion which unfortunately had such. 
‘a disistrous ending, 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reeeived January 13, 1913.) 
(No. 260,” 
se Tehran, Decombor V7, 1912 
I HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a particularly able 
despatch which I have received from Mr. Smart, lately acting consul at Shiraz, 
reviewing the general situation in Fars during the six months immediately preceding 
the arrivat of the new Governor-General of that province, i 
T would beg leave to call your attention to the lucid and thorough manner in 
which the aims, ambitions, and objects of the several warring fuctors in Fars have been 
classified and summarised. ‘The despatch is a document of great value for anyone who 
is desirous of arriving at some understanding of the rival pretensions which make it 
almost, impossible to foresee a satisfactory solution of the problom, as long as the repre- 
sentative at Shiraz. of the Central Government is precluded by the wealiess of the stme 
from playing a bold part sustained by the force of arms, are : 

6 final deduction that peace éannot be assured “until the tribe which attacked 
in pitched battle the regular troops of the Power hitherto most feared in Fars has been 
called to account” is peculiarly apposite at the present moment when the steps to’ be 
taken to punish a tribo for a similar offence, though possibly with a different motive, are 
under serious consideration, 

Thave, &e, 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enolosure in No, 22". 


Acting Consul Smart to Sir W. Townley. 


(No, 22. Confidential.) 
Sir, Shiraz, October 30, 1912, 

‘THE present lull, aftor the southward migration of the tribes and the arrival of 
the new Governor-General, would seem an appropriate time for a review of the general 
situation in Fars during the past six months, ee 

In my despatch No. 9 of the 28rd May last I endeavoured to represent the situation 
such as it was after the defeat of Soulet-ed-Dowleb and his retirement to the lowlands 

iruzabad. ‘The following two months were a period of extraordinary calm as 
far as the neighbourhood of Shiraz was concerned. Indeed, I have never, during my 
two sojourns at Shiraz, known the vicinity of the town s0 peaceful, However, tho 
improvement in the situation at and around Shiraz was not reflected on the trade routes 
or in the outlying districts, , 

This unexpected peace was due partly to the appeasement of the Kashgai-Khamsoh 
strife, partly to the skilful administration of Kawam-ul-Mulk, and partly to the salutary 
effect prodiiced by the downfall of chieftain, around whom a legend, highly detrimental 
to the authority of the Government, had grown up. But it soon became ‘evident that 
this peace had no elements of stability in it, ‘The main factors in its breakcup wore the 

juestion of the attacks on our troops and the pretensions of Mohammed Ali Khan 

ashkuli. ‘The ilkhani in the north was, with some severity, endeavouring to obtain a 
real control over the tribes. He had imprisoned Ayyaz Kiha, the “Kalantar of the 
Darashoon section of the Kashgsis| This chief, rwponsible for many of the Kasbyai 
robbectes cf rsp enue, Was th lant Laluntae’ to stacdou Bonleted owinis 604) 
final submission was of doubtful value. He was replaced by Ali Penh Kiha, a strong 
partisan of the ilkhani, and the allegiance of the important Darashoori tribe was this 
‘secured. 


‘The majority of the Shishbulookis, who effectively guarded the Sarhad route, were 
loyal, and even paid some maliyst. ‘The chiefs of the Farsimadani tribe, which was 
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retained near Shiraz, were also loyal, but their control over their followers, many or 
whom were far from loyal, was very slight. ‘The Kashkulis, who controlled the upper 
lee of the Bushire road, were pezhaps the strongest supporters of the Government. 
ihe lesser tribes were easily kept submissive. Gradually the Ikhani was consolidating 
his position, endeavouring to collect maliyat. Tt is fairly certain that in the admi 
tration of the tribe he displayed considerable rapacity, which alienated many sympathies, 
His administration of Abadeh, through Amir-ul-Mulk, differed little from the normal, 
rapacious, tribal government in the Fars districts, and even provoked a “bast” of 
several Abadeh notables in the Indo-Buropean telegraph office there. By direct, 
friendly negotiations I was able to induce Amir-ul-Mulk to come to terms with the 
‘bastis,” who finally left the telegraph office. Yet the general tendency of the ilchani’s 
tribal administration was good from the political point of view. He was obviously 
endeavouring to bring the Kasbgai tribes under the control of the Government, which, 
however, was unable to lend him the necessary support for the attainment of this 
object, 2 
Probably few of the kalantars viewed with favour this growing consolidation of 
the ilkthani’s power, but there wasone kalantar whom it gravely menaced. ‘That kalantar 
‘was Mohammed Ali Khan. ‘This cbieftain had long been the mainstay of Soulet-ed- 
Dowleh, and tho withdrawal of his support from Soulet-ed-Dowleh had been the main 
factor in the latter's downfall, He is at present the most powerful of the Kashgai 
kalantars, though he has many enemies, even among the Ka He was quick to 
realise that the consolidation, of the iikhani's power would not only’ prejudice. his 
‘uvantageous position, but would even involve him in considerable personal danger. 
Kawan-ul-Mulk and the ilkhani were pressing him hard for the surrender of the 
culprits of tho attacks on our troops. If the ilkhani were allowed to grow much 
, this pressure might take the form of forcible action, Mohammed Ali Khan 
oxan to show signs of restlessness, He demanded the release of Aya Kiha, knowing 
thit it would ‘strike a fital blow at the ilkhani's power, Sardar Thtisham an 
lk roflised to entertain his request in spite of many menacing letters 
eats of secession to Soulet-ed-Dowleh 
to think that the Persian Government missed their chance by 
postponing all action pending the arrival of the Governor-General, If at the end 
f June, when it became apparent. that Mohammed Ali Khan would not surrender 
the culprits, the Persian Government had ordered, Kayan-ul-Mulk andthe khan to 
proceed to punitive measures for their apprehension, itis just possible that the under- 
{iki mjght Have. been sucoceHful. Alehammed” Khan, eousin and bitter rival of 
Mohammed Ali Khan, expressed the op the course of a visit he paid me 
tovards the oud of August, that the most ung d of the was not action 
against Boulet-ed-Dowleh, but action against Mohammed A ‘The sequel was 
to show that this opinion, though prompted by personal animosity, was correct. At 
the boginning of July Mohammed Ali Khan's position had considerably weakened, 
Mohammed Khan could no doubt have detached a large part of the Kashkilis, and the 
other tribes, jealous of the predominance of the Kashkulis, could probably have been 
‘against Mohammed Ali Khan, Failure to seize the favourable moment 


ting punitive measures » 
Unfortunately, his departure, long: delayed by the refusal of the 

Persian Government to allow him to leave Shiraz, was rendered impossible by the forward 
movement of Soulet-ed-Dovleh, 

About, the middle of July Souleted-Dowleh began to show signs of restlesstioss. 
His bands began to raid Kevar and to attack caravans of local produce going to and from 
Shira A small foree of Farsimadanis under their chief, Masih Khan, wassent to Kevar 
to watch these bands, At the end of July w mixed force, 500 strong, composed mainly 
of Surkhis and other Kumarrehis, of villagers from Biruzabad and other lowlands, under 
the command of Hassin Khan Kashkuli, brother-in-law of Soulet-ed Dowleh, advassced 
through Khojeh and drove the Goverment gurrison of some fifty Kashkulis, under 
Ghulam Hussein Khan Kasbkuli,out of Darangan, This deselopment resulted in the 
closing of the Chenar Rahdar-Kha age of the Bushire road and the 
exposure of the Shiraz valley to periodical rai 

‘Kawam-ul-Mulk began to coll expeditionary force to reoceupy Siakb, and, if 
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possible, to pursue the marauders to Firuzabad. In reply to his summons, some 
800 Arabs, under Mohammed Kuly Khan, brother of Asker Khan, the Shaybani 
chief, and'200 Baseris came into the town. ‘They were followed’ by about 200 
Kashgais, under Samsam-es-Sultan, a khan of the reigning family, Another 
200 Kashgais—Farsimandanis and Kashkulis—were also in the town, Arrangements 
were made for the collection of another force of Kashkulis and Farsimandis around 
Khan-i-Ziniyan. While this expedition was being organised Major Sicfverb with 
260 gendarmes occupied Chenar Rahdar, with the object of watching the first stage 
of the Bushire read, of preventing incursions into the Shiraz valley from Sink, and, if 
he considered it advisable, of saintly co-operating with the Government army 
against Sia, “Ihave reported by telegraph the unexpected, singlebanded movem 

by Major Siefvert against Siakh. I have subsequently questioned Major Siefvert as to 
What bis intentions were in making this movement, 1 gather thie, be proposed to 
march to Darangan, spend the night there, and return on the next day to Shiraz vit 
Karabagh, Apparently he thought this military promenade would present, .fow 
Aificulties, He doubtless underestimated the fighting value of his opponents and 
overestimated that of his own men, Fath-ul-Mulk, one of the gendarmerie officers, 
who, formerly in the local Government cavalry, had served in many expeditions and 
fought last spring in this very district of Siakh against Soulet-ed-Dowleh, told me that 
ho and other Petsian offcars pointed out, to Major Siefert the inpumsibility of the 
undertaking. ‘To add to its difficulties, the gendarmes were not provided with water: 
bottles, and ad to march some. 10 miley through a waterless region under a blazing 
sun, Parched with thirst and having little stomach for a fight, they wore easily 
defeated by Hassan Khan's force, posted in the fortified hillocks covering Darangan, 
The greater part of the gendarmes surrendered without much hesitation, and finally 
Major Siefvert and Captain. Nystrom with a few men had to beat a hurried retreat, 
They fortunately succeeded in escaping, though Major Siefvert was slightly wounded in 
the stomach, ‘Tho ensmy releanod all the prisoners after. stripping them. About 
150 rifles and 16,000 cartridges fall into the hands of the enemy, One mountain gun, the 
breach of which hed exploded, was abandoned on the field. The casualties were slight 
—two gendarmes killed and a dozen wounded, of whom two afterwards died in town, 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh subsequently expressed his regret, at this incident, and promised to 
restore the captured arms and munitions, but he has not yet put his promise into 
execution. 

‘This disaster, apart from its bad effect on the future prospects of the gendarmerie, 
had a deplorable influence on the situation, Had Major Siefvert remained at Chenar 
Rabdar, he could have rendered the Government. usefull service i 
over the first_and dangerous stage of the Bushire road, in deterring Hassan 
from their frequent raids into the Shiraz valley, After the withdrawal of the 
gendarmerie, caravans had to proceed under expebsive Kashkuli escorts by a détour 
through the ‘Tang-i-Surkb, and on one occasion Hassan Khwn's men actually raided the 
Shiraz valley between the town and Chenar Rahdar, Moreover, this defeat of a 
Goveroment foros greatly increased the audacity and prestige of the rebels. i 

Meanwhile serious discord hind inopportunely broken out among the Arabs. Over 
half the Arab contingent left Shirax for the scene of the strife. ‘The two parties, 
Jabbara and Shaybani, sat opposite each other in hostile formation around Murghab for 
a considerable time. “However, both sides apparently decided that, prudence was, the 
Totter part of valour, and no further’ howtiltien lowed thone wits Hid. tasked 
the outbreak of the quarrel. Jabbaras and Shaybanis, in a state of armed and watehful 
distrust, began to migrate southwards, and gradually separated as theit lines of migration 
diverged. Much bad feeling was occasioned among the Arabs by this discord, which 
they ‘openly attributed to Mirza Fozhllah, Khan, Kavan-ul-Mulk's deputy. The 
resilt of this inopportune outbreak was that Kawam-ul-Mulk was deprived of invaluable 
Arab support for his expeditionary force, His inability to go out- among the Arabs and 
profit by the discord he himself had probably sown haa seriously prejudiced any. chance 
Fo may have had of reducing, the Khamach tribes to rulative obodioncs|ih to near 
future, 

At the end of August Mohammed Khan Kashkuli arrived at Shiraz. His presence 
swas urgently needed to set the expeditionary force in motion. He had been delayed by 
quarrels with Mohammed Ali Khan. On the 2nd September the Government foreé, 

i y of Kashgais, with a few “‘sarbaz,” local sowars, and one gun, moved 
hout the same date Soulet-ed-Dowleh appeared in person at Darangan. 
srament force numbered more than 600 men, and it varied 
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their private affairs. ‘The army never got beyond Chenar Rabdar, developments in the 
north suddenly transferring the centre of interest from Siakh to Baiza. 

‘The illehani had been collecting a force and was moving southwards, Soulet-es- 
Sultanch, Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s fall brother—a weak, vaccillating character—had in the 
spring, after many hesitations, thrown in his lot with Sardar Ihtisham and been 
appointed lbp, His loyalty was, owner, dubious, and he was known tobe ations 
of becoming ilkhani. At the beginning of September the ilkhani discovered that 
Soulet-es-Sultanch was plotting fo bring down some of the tribes to join Soulet-ed- 
Dowleh,, Salar Hishmet, the ilkhani’s full brother, attacked and utterly defeated 
Soulet-es-Sultanch near Asepas. Soulet-es-Sultanch escaped with the utmost difficulty 
to Baiza, where several of the smaller tribes, who had revolted against the exaction of 
“maliyat,” gathered round him, At this juncture the ilkhani showed a deplorable lack 
of decision and energy, Had he marched promptly to Baiza he could probably have 
Alapared swith Jtle fioulty the {asigoiloant folowing: then rou Soulet-e«-Sultandl 
Tnstead of taking such proinpt action he advanced in a very dilatory manner, giving 
Mohammed Ali han, who ind moved from -Ardekan, timo to join SouletoeSultanche 
Negotiations for peace ensued, Mohammed Ali Khan all the’ while pretending to be 
He Cel and aseuRt od ly thotartall’ donite of effet wipederal ecouellitica-) Me some 
bocame avident, how: Khan, with the help of Haji Mohamined 
Kerim Khan, the arch-mischietmaker among the Kashgais, was plotting the ruin of 
Sardar Thtisham, He and several lesser chiefs around: Soulet-cs-Sultaneh telegraphed 
to tho Persian Government and Mukhber-es-Sultaneh that they were dissatisfied with 
Sardar Thtisham, ‘They asserted that they in no way supported Soulet-ed-Dovleb, and 
that: they desired the appointment. of Soulet-es-Sultaneh as ilkhani. In negotiating 
with Sardar Thtisham, Mohammed Ali Khan insisted strongly on the release of Aya: 
Kiha, and at last the ikhani weakly consented, ‘This concession was fatal, ‘The 
Kashgais saw that Mohammed Ali Khan was master of the situation and they bégan to 
desert to Soulotes-Sultanch, Negotiations continued for some time, and Mohammed 
Khan, leaving the Government army at Chenar Rahdar, proceeded to Baiza to support 
the ilkhani, "At the request of Mohammed Ali Khan and Soulet-es-Sultanch, Kawam- 
ul-Mull dispatched Mudabber-es-Sultaneh, the deputy governor, to Baiza to assist in 
flecting a reconciliation. He was accompanied by Musteshir-ul-Mulk, a registered 
British subject, who had often acted ax secretary to former ilkhanis, “They did not 
prooved boyond Guyum, the attitude of Mohammed Ali Khan and Soulet-e#-Sultaneh 
inspiring them with little confidence, Ax they were returning to Shiraz they were 
attacked by Hassan Ali Khan, a minor Kashkuli chief, Mudabber-ee-Sultaneh alone 
‘iuecceded in effecting his escape. His sowars wero disarmed, and Musteshir-ul-Mulk 
‘ws made prisoner and handed over to Soulet-ed-Dowleh, who, wishing to extract from 
him a logal transfor of his properties round Firurabad, long arbitrarily appropriated by 
Soulet-ed-Dowloh, sent hin as a prisoner to a fort neat Firuzabad. . 

Sardar Thtisham had now apparently lost hope. Suddenly, without warning his 
siviaknn; ie teHsed ous bir mi while’ bal Bother) Balae Hiahiaat; banded over (he 
tribos to Soulet-es-Sultaneh, Sardar Thtisham arrived at Shirazon the 29th September. 
Ho declared that the conditions which Moharomed Ali Khan and the other kalantars 
wished to impose on him were such as would have made him their servant. He said 
that if the Government would give him a moderate force he would, with the help of his 

ch ayainst Mohammed Ali Khan, whose overthrow he considered essential, 
ld not remain ilkhani with any profit to the Government or himself. 
ing from the tribe, Sardar Thtisham seems to have displayed regrettable 
jresiplation and eatin Erokbly Hetrealised that tha days of thellkbaniatto wore 
‘over, and thought it bettor to retire on the money he had suceeeded in collecting than 
to provoko innumerable blood feuds by a hopeless struggle against the recalcitrant 
alanatars, 

‘The part played by Soulet-ed-Dowleh in the Baiza developments is obscure, He 
undoubtedly had some sort of an understanding with Soulet-es-Sultanch, but it seems 
evident, that Mohammed Ali Khan, Haji Mohammed Kerim Khan, and some other 
Kashgai chiefs really cherished hopes of establishing Soulet-es-Sultaneh as a puppet 
ihani, ‘These hopes were inevitably disappointed through the incapacity of Soulet- 
es-Sultaneh, A mecting took place between him, Soulet-ed-Dowleh, and Mobammed 
Ali Khan near Khan-i-Ziniyan, with the result that Soulet-es-Sultaneh agreed to 
‘Accompany his brother to Jirreh. Mohammed Ali Khan and Mohammed Khan patched 
up. a reconciliation one with another, and both proceeded to Shapoor. Soulet-es- 
Sultanch, though placed in charge of the Kashgais by the Persian Governinent, has 
bboen more or less superseded by Soulet-ed-Dowleh, who appears to be exercising a vague 
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suzerainty over the tribes. Ali Penah Kiha and Samsam-es-Sultanch suffered con- 
siderably, for their possessions were plundered by Ayyaz Kiba, Zeki Khan, the 
Farsimadani kalantar, has been dismissed by Soulet-es-Sultaneh or Soulet-ed-Dowleh, 
and hss gone to Kamarij with his immediate retainers, Masih Khan, the other 
Farsimadani kalantar, and two of the lesser Kashkuli khans, went with Sardar Thtisham 
to meet the Governor-General at Persepolis, 

‘The lateness of the season was partly responsible for the hurried departure of the 
disturbing elements from the vicinity of the town, Also, no doubt, Soulet-ed-Dowleh, 
Soulet-es-Sultaneh, aud Mohammed Ali Khan were anxious not to remain in the vicinity 
of the town on the arrival of Mukhber-es-Sultaneb. A refusal on their part, when they 
were 60 close to Shiraz, to come into town and pay their respects to the Governor 
General would have savoured too strongly of revolt. 

‘The news of Sardar Thtisham’s retirement and lack of funds caused the Hesalcan of 
the Government army at Chenar Rahdar. The famous expeditionary force, after 
absorbing the greater part of 20,000 tomans, melted away without having done anything, 
effective, 

‘The state of the Shiraz valley, after Hassan Khan's advance to Siakh at the end of 
July, grew more and more unsatisfactory, The tribal riflemen, Kashgai and Khamseh, 
Summoned to form the expeditionary army, were more baneful to the Shiraz valley 
than the marauders they had come to repel! ‘They robbed fresly in_and around the 
city, and their chiefs seemed to have little control over them, Kawam-ul-Mulk’s: 
restraining influence grew weaker and weaker, There were several daring assaults. on 
Europeans, for whom the tribesmen had evidently lost their respect. But for the 
personally friendly dispositions of tho tribal chiefs in the town towards the consulate, 
‘we might not have got through the tribal migration without more serious: incidents, 
Xs it was, fom the boginning of September, { had to warn the British subjects nob to 
remain abroad after sunset. The raids of Hassau Khan's men from Siakh resulted in 
the interruption of the snow supply of the town at the very hottest poriod of the year, 
fand rendered it dangerous for Eitropeans or townsmen to cireulato at any distance trom 
the city. This state of affairs continued until the tribes had passed Shiraz. 

‘As the Kashgais moved southward, the Sarhad route, which had been safe all 
the summer, was naturally closed. Several large caravans came down in the wake of 
the Governor-General, and the squadron of the Central India Horse withdrawn from 
Tsphan. to Shiraz. Otherwise ‘caravan traffic with Isphan has been practically 
auspended since the middle of September. 

Since the end of July blocks on the Bushire road have been even more frequent 
than before, partly owing to the closing of tho Chenar Radhar-Khan-i-Ziniyan stage 
After the occupation of Siakh by Hassan Khan, partly owing to chronie hostiliti 
Gown the road, between Ali Mohammed Kamariji, one of the ringleaders of the attacks 
fon our troops, who i still in posseasion of Ralidar, and the Kazeroonia, helped by 
sheir allies of Kamarij, as well as between the Kamarajis, supported by Shabancara, 
and the adherents of Nur Mohammed Khan of Daliki, under the command of his brother, 
Hussein Bey, who is in possession of Konartakhteh, Hussein Bey, profiting by. the 
death of Khurshid Khan, reported in my telegram No, 111 of the 16th July last, seized 
Cherum, a village belonging to Kamarij ad lying on the road between Kamarij and 
Konartakhteh. ‘The 70,000 cartridges consigned to the Fars Government ‘and seized 
by Hussein Bey (see my telegram N 41 of the 23rd August last) must have been 
yery useful during th oatlfties ‘around Cherum, However, the Kamarijis succeeded 
in eoeupying Chora, and peas has at any rato temporary, nen made bebvean, he 
tivo contending parties’ ‘The extortionate exactions of headmen and roadguards from 
caravans have shown no signs of diminution, and the rates of transport are as exorbitant 
asever, After the retirement of Sardar Ihtisham the road remained practically closed 
for wevoral weeks, no one being responsible for its protestion.. : 

‘The districts, on the importance of which for Shiraz trade T laid stress in my 
despatch No. 10 of the 15th July last, have remained closed, South-Eastern Fars, the 
‘most important outlet for merchandise imported to Shiraz, is, owing to the interruption 
of communications with Shiraz, being now largely supplied from Bunder Abbas, As « 
result of this state of affairs the: present. year has been the worst on record for 
tmerchants, who baye been unable to elear tho goods brought. up fiom Bushiro at 
phenomenal rates of transport. 

‘The director of the Indo-European telegraph department has no. doubt: kept you 
informed of the frequent interruptions to the telegraph wires. ‘These interruptions and 
the assaults,on, and robberies of, repairing parties have been far more frequent than in 
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prsvioos years, though, the usual autumnal total interuption of the southern wires: was 
lees prolonged than in the last two years. 

‘The events of the last six months have resulted in a considerable deterioration of 
the situation generally in Fars. ‘The waning authority of the Government has been 
almost, entirely broken up, Even more serious las been the dissolution of tribul 
authority. ‘The coutrol of the chiefs over their tribesmen has become largely ineffectual 
‘a5 a restraining influence. ‘The Khamseh tribesmen, with possibly the exception of a 
part of the Sheybani Arabs under Asker and Mohammed Kuly Khan, are completely 
‘out of the control of their kalantars, ‘The Kashgais, always more submissive than the 
Khamsch, still respond to a limited extent to the restrictions of their kalantars, but are 
tending to become more and more insubordinate. ‘The kalantars have created for 
themselves a position of independence against which no ilkhani, under prevent 
conditions, can successfully assert himself, 

‘Tho main cause of the successful insubordination of the Khamseh and Kashgai 
tribes ns, of course, been the rivalry between the Kawami family and Soulet-ed- 
Dowleb. ‘This rivalry has enabled the kalantars of the Kamseli and Kashgai tribes to 
make thernselves practically independent of the Kawam-ul-Mulk and the ilkhani 
respectively; it lins indireetly led to the insuburdinate attitude of tho, teibeamen 
towards the kulantars themselves, ‘To enable the kulantars to regain control over their 
tribesmen, or to enable Kawam-ul-Mulk and au ilkhani to reassert their authority over 
the Khamseh and Kashgai tribes, a settleent of the strife between the Kawami famil 
and Soulot-ed-Dowleh would seem essential. In 1910, when the Government still hi 
considerable, authority left, a soluticn would not have been difficult, 
Government's authority is well-nigh gone and cannot count as an important factor in 

olution of this vital problem of Fars, 

Sardar Thtisham, by force of circumstances aud by his own incapacity, has failed 
to impose his authority on the Kash It is improbable that Soulet-td-Dowleh can be 
more successful as lori as hie has to contend against the Kawami influence among the 
Kashgai and Khamseh tribes, Tt. is equally improbable that Kawam-ul- 
ever impose. his authority on the Khamseh tribes as long as he is distracted by 
‘opposition of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, ‘The Government is at present too weak to anni 
slther the Kayan power or Soule-ed-Dovleh, Uses, therefore, w recoulliation and 

i allianee can be brought abont between these two rival powers, the affairs of Fars 


are likely to remain in a hopeless impasse. Such an alliance, with Government support, 


might possibly lead to a gradual reduction of the insubordinate Khamseh and Kashgai 
tribes, 


Biforts are boing made to effect such a reconciliation, which some persous believe, for 


overal reasons, to. be Jay than at any previous irstly, they reasor 
Soulot-ed-Dowleh hus bes ed and must have realised its limitations. Secondly, 
it is said that the Bakhtiaris are now animated with less hostile sentiments. towards 
Souleted-Dowleh A minor Bakhtiari khan, Abbas Kuli Khan, came to Shiraz in 
September wit ww to negotinting marriage between Murteza Kuli Khan, son of 
Sumsam-es-Sultauch, and asister ofSoulet-ed-Dowleh, In 1910 this same Murtéza Kuli 
Khan married Sardar Thtisham’s sister, who died last year. In the present case, the 
negotiations, which were conducted with Souletee-Saltanch, may possibly have been 
intended to detach that chief from Soulet-ed-Dowleh, Anyhow, they do not appear to 
have led to any definite understanding. Thirdly, it is argued that the sudden death, on 
the 21st instant, of Lika-ed-Dowleh, the wife of Kawam-ul-Mulk, is likely to facilitate 
‘ reconciliation. ‘This woman, a Kashgai and aunt of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, was a 
remarkable. personality, possessing a great influence over her hasband and wany 
powerful elements in the province, Her death provoked quite an extraordinary 
demonstration in Shira, all the buzaars closing for one day in sign of mourning. Or 
mutable connections in her sexual life, she was yet devoted to her husband's interests, 
She acted as his bailiff and political adviser, and even fought for him. In the summer 
of 1911, with her brother-in-law murdered and her busbatid in refuge at the consulate, 
sho succeeded in bringing the Khamseh tribesmen into town, and by the energy of her 
direction caused thy defeat of Nizam-es-Sultaneh and Soulet-ed-Dowleh, She is said, 
uring the hostilites in the town, to have gone to the barricades and used a rifle as 
compotently as any of the fighting men, Her restless, uncompromising spirit often 
stiffonod lier husband, and it is’ thought that the removal of her influence may facilitate 
negotiations for peace. It is even suggested that, Liku-ed-Dowleh being dead, it might 
de possible to arrange si mapring Mulk and Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s 
sister, Rourthly, it fs hoped that the lssitude resulting from long, inelietual strife 
may dispose both parties ¢o peace, 


@ 


Tam inclined to think thab those who hope for this happy consummation overlook 
the most important, factor in this problem. Hee enone forgotten in Persia, 
and it is possible that Kawam-ul-Mulk may overlook the years of bitter rivalry, the 
treacherous murder of his brother, his own narrow escape from a similar fate, but the 
‘material loss he has suflered, and is suffering, from Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s rapacity is a far 
more serious matter. Machiavelli’s remark that “men forget more quickly the death 
of their fither than the loss of their patrimony ” is true at any rate as regards Persia, 
Unless some medns ean be devised to deter Soulet-ed-Dowlel) from plundering 
and appropriating the properties of Kawam-ul-Mulk and other Fars landowners, I fi 
to see how any real reconciliation can be effected. And Soulet-ed-Dowleh is peculiarly 
shortsighted when his avarice comes into play. ‘Time after time he has sacrificed his 
political interests to his insatiate greed. Moreover, I confess that I am sceptical as to 
whether Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s misfortunes will have taught him wi 5 

uliarly untrustworthy, even for a Persian, and he has little political sagacity. 
Fdoubt whether the Government, could ever be assured of his co-operation, even if bis 
legitimate interests were protected. 

‘The Persian Government cannot now, in my opinion, count on a restoration 
of order through the reconciliation of Kawam-ul-Mulk with Soulet-ed-Dowleh, Even if 
such a reconciliation were effected, the Government would still require a strong, efficient 
regular fora to syppott thas two tougnates in, reducing their insubordinat tribamen, 
If'a reconciliation is found impracticable, tho Government. may be compelled in the end 
to make an attempt to remove Kawam-ul-Mulk from Fars, to abolish the ilkbaniship of 
the Kashgai tribes and to deal direct with the kalantars. In that eventuality a larger 
fore would be required. However, with or without the assistance of a combination of 
fdieraea cower CaballiSecaen inl Wace his rear Ceseaciet heehee hope 
for a restoration of order without the support of a regular army of considerable strength, 
The old policy of using tribe against tribe is played out. ‘Tho tribes have at lust 
realised tho folly, in their own interests, of fighting éach other pour le Roi de Prusso.” 

In conclusion, I would lay stress on one special question, which, novertholess, 
tho most general import for the administration of Fars, I refer to the prosecution of the 
ringleaders of the attacks on our troops. This question, 4s has already been noted, had 
‘a disastrous influence on the situation this summer, It is likely to play a prominent 
part in future developments. ‘This question concerns us very particularly, but it is of 
yen more concern to the Persian Government in its bearing on the internal administra~ 
tion of the province, No governor can his authority satisfuctorily 

the province, no ilkhani ean hope to re-establish his authority over the Kasbgais, 

il the tribe which attacked in pitched battle the regular troops of the Power 
hitherto most feared in Fars has been called to account, 
i have, &e, 
W. A. SMART, 
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Enclosure 1 No. 23. 


Acting Consul Smart to Sir W. Townley. 
). 23.) 

Shiraz, November 4, 1912. 
BEFORE leaving Shiraz I wish to record my grateful appreciation of the manner 
in which Colonel J. A. Douglas has facilitated my work in matters regarding the troops 
under his command at Shiraz. <Q 1 

‘The position of the troops here has not been easy or pleasant. Colonel Douglas's 
tact and forbearance, combined with his considerable experience of Persia, have largely 
contributed to smoothing away difficulties and to obviating regrettable incidents. In all 
the trivial cases necessitating negotiations with the local authorities he has consistently. 
facilitated my task by his moderation. Several cases have occurred in which the men. 
and their officers have, under misapprehensions, been fired at by villagers or local 
tufangchis. In such cases, realising that the shots were being fired under misappro~ 
hension, they have refrained from retaliation, which might have resulted in untoward 
complications, and have, after at some danger getting into communication with the 
villagers or tufangchis, averted bloodshed by timely explanations. Colonel Douglas has. 
always refrained from attaching too much importance to such incidents. 

‘Owing to the disturbed state of the Shiraz Valley during the greater part of the. 
last ten months the free circulation of the troops, either in bodies or individually, in 
the neighbourhood of the town would in all probability haye led to disagreeable 
incidents. Colonel Douglas, in spite of the great inconvenience involved, did much to 
obviate such incidents by circumscribing the movements of his officers and men. according 








to the changing exigencies of the local situation. But for his tactful attitude, I doubt 
whether this year would have passed without serious incidents in connection with the 
troops. 

‘Although it may savour of presumption on my part, I cannot while on this subject 


refrain from expressing my appreciation of the attitude of the officers and men generally 
in their relations with the native population. Owing to the good-humonr and tolerance 
of both officers and men the sentiments of the townsmen and villagers towards our 
troops have been of the friendliest nature. 








Thaye, &e. 
W. G. SMART, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 23. 


Acting Consul Smart to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. 24.) 
Sir, Shiraz, November 4, 1912. 
ON the eve of my departure from Shiraz I should like to express my gratitude for 





the invaluable assistance consistently rendered me during my two sojourns at Shiraz 
by Mr. J. ©. Smith, assistant superintendent of the Indo-Muropean Telegraph 
Department, and his staff in Fars. 

My precedessors and myself have often had occasion to allude to the advantages 
aceruing to this consulate from Mr. Smith’s long local experience, the assistance he has 
alwaysso willingly lent in dealings with tribal or village headmen, in helping to arrange 
for the passage of British travellers, in keeping the consulate informed of developments 
in different parts of the province. As the disorders have increased this assistance has 
grown more valuable. Moreover, Mr. Smith’s coolness and prudence have rendered his 
co-operation peculiarly reliable. In the increasing difficulties of his departmental work, 
occasioned by the disorders and tribal destruction of the wires, Mr. mith’s ability and 
his skilful treatment of local magnates greatly reduce the number of cases necessitating 
the intervention of the consulate. 

Twould also mention Mr. Christmas, inspector of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department, whose popularity among the tribesmen has often been of the greatest 
assistance to me in arranging for the passage of British trayellers and in other matters. 
necessitating negotiation with local headmen or tribal chiefs. 

Tn my despatch No. 3 of the 3th February last, I referred to the great assistance 
rendered by Mr. Smith and his subordinates in the movements of troops. T! hhis assistance 
has latterly been of great value in the march of the Ispahan squadron to Shiraz and in. 
arranging for the safe passage of caravans bringing supplies for the troops at Bushire. 
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T venture to hope that your Excellency will be able to bring this despatch to the 
notice of the competent authorities. 
Thave, &c. 
W. G. SMART. 





[646] No. 24, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdroard Grey.—(Received January 6, 1913.) 


(No, 264.) 
Sir, Tehran, Decomber 23, 1912. 

‘THE recent unfortunate incident on the Bushire-Shiraz rood occurred at a moment. 
when the Governor-General had commenced the elaboration of schemes which are 
somewhat different in nature although ultimately intended to serve the same objects, 
hamoly, the restoration of ovr and th beter collection of the revenues of the province, 
‘Tho one scheine involves tho creation of a military force, the other the elaboration of a 
budget, Since the military force would be employed to assist in the collection of 
revenue, the two schemes are closely allied, but I think it will simplify an understanding 
of Mukhber-es-Sultaneh’s aims if [deal with the two subjects in separate despatches, 

‘at the same time to disassociate, as far as may be possible, what are 

permanent measures of administration from the special steps that are 
being tiken to punish the authors of the assault on British troops that oceurred on the 
11Uh instant, 

Almont immediately upon his arrival at Shiraz, Mukhber-es-Sultanch realised that 
it would be impossible to establish his personal authority in the province and secure the 
collection of the revenues, unless he could create a military force that would be capable 
of opemting wherever troubles might be found, and which would also be suficiently 
numerous and efficient to administer a salutary lewson to any one of the more or less 
ingubordinate tribes as occasion might require: His Excellency estimated that be would 


want a force of from 1,500 to 2,000 men, picked from the best material at his disposal, 
which would be independent of the gendarmerie, but, of course, ready to come to the 
‘usistance of the Intter force if required, For the aake of his own personal position, the 
Governor-General would, not unnaturally, prefer that such a foree should be attached 
to himsolf and bo under his direct orders 

‘The accompanying copy of a telegram from His Majesty's consul at Shiraz shows 
thet Mukiter-Sultanel is now Duty enzaged in the preparation of his military 


scheme, which would appear to have the cordial support of the principal landowners, 
who would naturally prefer to see order preserved by a Government force rather than 
to dopandont upon thy more powerlul of the tribes for the time being. Tt will be seen 
that the Governor.General now proposes to create a force of only 1,000 picked men, in 
order to keep within the bounds of his financial resources, reserving to himself the right 
to inicrease the numerical strength of the force in proportion as the means at his disposal 
tay. allow, Tt will bo soon from Major O'Cannor's above-quoted.tologram, that. be 
corisiders, Mukhber-es-Sultaneh to be a wan possessed of sound ideas and theories, but 
to standin ned of the guling band of an/exparanoed aver in mattare of practical 
detail. 

Tt would, in my opinion, be most satisfactory if such a force as that ander 
consideration could be purely Persian in all its elements, but experience has shown that 
the Persian military officer of the day is not competent to carry out the organisation, 
equipment, and training nevessary” to create a really effective foros without the 
‘assistance of European advice. It would appear from the telegraphic reports received 
from Major O'Connor that the Governor-General would be glad to secure the services: 
of one of more British olliers for the proposed force. Whilst there are good arguments 
to be adduced in favour of such a course, there are, I think, even more cogent reasons 
‘against its adoption, ‘The most important objection to the enrolment of British officers 
in the Governor-Generil’s force lies in the fact that there is already « military 
organisation, the gendarmerie, at Shiraz under Swedish officers, 

Were a new fores to be created under British vfficers it would lead to all sorts of 
troubles and complications. ‘The Swedish officers aleady complain very bitterly that 
innumerable obstacles have been put in their way by the Shiraz authorities before the 
arrival of Mukhber-es-Sultaneb. Were his Excellency to now enlist a force of his own 
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he stould naturally endeavour to secure the best material for himself, and the Swedes 
would have an additional grievance were these picked men to be put under British 
Beers. ‘These ar, I think, good reasone why the Covernor-Gnetal etould wish to have 
an independent body of men that, he could use as occasion required without having to 
feter to the commanding oftcer of tho gerdarmeri, but it would appeat to me danirablo 
that he should endeaveur to obtain. tho servioos of Swedish olfeare itt is considered 
that Europeans are essential for the ereation of an effective force.  Mulhber-es- 
Sultanch has had German training, speaks that language fluently, and had excellent 
relations with the Swedish officers who escorted him to Shiraz. from ‘Tehran, He could, 
therefore, probably work quite well with men of that nationality provided that he could. 
secure their services, 

T have discussed the question of the Fars gendarmerie with Colonel Hjalmarson, 
who informs me that he has now a very considerable staff of Persian officers and non 
cominissioned officers at his disposal in a very efficient state of preparation, He says 
that he has always calculated upon having a force of 3,000 or 4,000 men in Fars, and 
that if the necessary funds were fortheoming he has plently of material of the instructor 
class at hand to create a foree of that magnitude in a relatively short, space of time, 
more especially if Mukhber-ea-Sultaneh woul’ co-operate loyally with him in. the 
recruiting of better inen than those that have been obtainable in the Shiraz district 
hitherto. 

Under such conditions it would perhaps be possible to organise the creation of a 
suificiontly largo force. under Swed divotion to allow of a part, being, devoted 
exclusively to tho roquizamenta of the Goraror General, while the reipalnder would 
perform the regular duties of the gendarmerie, An organised and well-drilled foree of 
4,000 men should suffice to restore complete order in the province, more especially if it 
was reorited from tho excillont fighting material that the local tribes could supply. 

Unfortunately, want of money will make it extremely diftcult to carry out such a 

At the present moment 70,000 tomans (£19,000) are duo to the gendarmerie 

rersian month, ‘The treasury is entirely empty. and M. Mornard is 

vain endeavours to borrow the money where he can. ‘The manager of tho 

Tmporal Bank ie considering lending M. Motnurd tho money, although fe, hus no, 

security to offer but the surplus of the southern customs which the treasurer-general 

‘ought to be putting aside to mest the heavy payments due next March, Even should 

the money be forthcoming this time, it is not clear that: there will be any chance of 

finding it next month as the treasurer-general has no source of settled income upon 
which he can rely. 

Thavo, &o. 
‘WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No, 24, 


Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 213.) 
(Telographic.) Shiraz, Decombor 19, 1912. 

‘GOVERNOR-GENERAL scheme for proparing small rogular fore, 

Tehould like to make it clear that, iu limiting the present strength of the new 
foree to about 1,000 men, governor has merely selected that number as being sufficient, 
for initial effort and as within financial powers. Force may be used as nucleus for 
larger body which can be raised at any time and in_ co-operation with gendarmerie, old 
serbases aid such local support should be amply suficient by the spring under proper 
leadership to punish any particular tribe or section selected for th He 

y engaged in preliminaries to his plan. His first, object is 
securing suitable type of man. With this object in view ho has held meeting of 
principal landowners of Fars, hasinformed them of his general plan, und has requested 
them to furnish him between them with the men he requires. Project has been 
received with satisfiction by the majority of landowners who have suffered heavily 
from anarchy of the last few years, and who are naturally only too anxious to assist 
Governor-General in restoring order. A very much larger force than is now desired 
could be raised without dificulty, but financial and other considerations necessi- 
tate modest beginning, ‘The great thing is to get good type of man, and the 
Governor-General’s plan will secure this, and will ensure someone being responsible for 
the conduct and presence of each individual, 

[1602] 
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Question of arms still presents difficulty, and about this I shall address you again: 

Tshould be lad to learn from you how far Governor-General's ideas meet with 
your approval, ead how far may support and encourage him in their execution, He 
seems to be @ man with sound ideas and theories, but who emphatically requires 
guidance in practical details. 


[647] No. 25. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 6, 1913.) 
(No. 265.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 23, 1912. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith copy of a telegram which I have deemed 
it expedient to address to His Majesty's consul at Shiraz, explaining what would appear 
to mo to be the most: desirable attitude to adopt under present circumstances, both on 
the geueral situation and towards the Governor-General’s military and financial schemes. 
Under tho poculiae clrumatanees of the moment it was desirable, I thought, to give 
Major O'Connor some definite line of setion to adopt. Had the question not been of 
pressing nature I sbould, of course, have submitted all the corrompondince to you, 
‘and awaited your instructions, but ‘our hands having been forced by the unfortunate 
incident of the 11th instant, I trust that you will not consider that I have exceeded my 
fictions in submitting my’ views to Major O'Connor for his guidance at a particular 
dificult: moment, when the permanent schemes being elaborated by Mukhber-es-Sultane! 
have unavoidably somewhat clashed with the special p ‘measures in course of 
preparation, 
PPT have dealt with the military scheme in my immediately preceding despateh, and 
propose to devote a subsequent despateb to the financial question. 

Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 25. 


Sir W. Townley to Acting Consul Smart. 
‘No, 178.) 
Peloxruphic.) Tehran, Decenbe 
HAVE had your telegrams Nos, 204, 205, and 208 under 
consideration, I have forwarded the first two on to the Rorvign Office by post, 
submitting such portions of them as it seemed essential to bring to the early notice of 
the Government by telegraph, as you will have seen by the telegrams repeated to you, 
‘yet in possession of Sit E, Grey's views, Leoncur up toa certain point in 
on that the unfortunate in resulting in Captain Eckford’s death does 
the fire’ that since the G arrival there has been n 
nt in the state of the ii 
the many potty incidents of the just yeur, another yery serious link in the 
nice that goes to show that the Persian Government sire unable to protect 
‘and. property of foreigners, and that unless some real step in this direotion is 
taken by them immediately it will be extremely difficult tor His Majesty's Government 
to relinin from coming in and doing the necessary to re-establish order, despite the 
expense that: such measures would entail, and the possible consequences that might 
ensue. 

Tt appears to mo that our good name and fame must suffer irretrievably if we 
consent to sit down and allow such incidents to Le repeated at our expense. I am fully 
alive to the excellent qualities of the Governor-General, and his evident determination 
to re-establish order, and for his sake Tam more than sorry to have to advocate a 
forward policy to be undertaken bofore he has tne, Tm afraid to mature bis schemes 
and put his machinery into motion. 

Tn aco nance with sour views Lam advocating a delay of four months to give bi 
1 chance, but in doing so Tam more thun sceptical as to his being able to do sey 
decisive in the time. "It seems to me, however, that to acoord a longer delay woul 
‘mean to risk incurring the contempt ot the tribesmen. Without a considerable sun of 
money the Governor-General cannot do much, and where is he to get more? I do not 
think that our Government will be disposed to go beyond the 19,0001, and such 
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‘small sam will not euffce, in my opinion, for the purpose in hand, and for other necessary 
‘expenditure, 

I quite understand and folly approve the Governor General's iden of forming.» 
force of some 1,000 picked men, and no doubt it would be ideal if such a force could be 
ut under some British ofcer having the gift of inspiring Persians with confidence. 

fere aain there is a hateful “but.” I cannot think that it would be possible to have 
‘vo military forces in one place commanded by foreign officers of different nationalities, 
‘The situation thus created would, I think, lead to endless jealousy and trouble, ‘The 
Governor-General would naturally seek to enrol the best men, and the Swedes would 
ery out that he was favouring the corps under British officers at their expense, Tt 
‘would hardly be fair on the Swedes to declare them a fuilure at Shiraz, Such a declae 
ration would affect their position vitally throughout Persia, and if they are to remain at 
Shiraz, the idea of British officers for a separate corps must, I think, be abundoned 
until their failure has been proved. I would prefer a scheme which would mean a force 
of froin 3,000 to 4,000 men, under Swedish officers, to do general as well as gendarmerie 
work. Such a force would require a large sum of money for its maintenance, but should 
suffice to entirely restore onder, Were His Majesty's Government to put. up 200,000 
‘or 300,000/. as « debt on the Persian Government to maintain such a force effectively 
1 it would cost. much less than an expediti 
n quite aware that the presence of the Anylo-Indian troops at Shiraz may be 
held responsible, in a way, for the situation, but: they are there, whether or no it was a 
stake to send them there, and it is our duty, I think, to see that they are treated 
with courtesy and honour, They at least. carinot bo held responsible for the repeatod 
outrages on caravans and for the persistent blackmailing that prevails, 

As to the financial agent, I doubt very much if the Governor-General would be 
more realy in his heart to accept the nssistance and advice of an Englishman. rather 
than that of'a Belgian, When Lecoffre was ajpointed he said that he would not go to 
Shiraz unless bis appo Hed, He to a Persian of tho oll estioo), who, 
can with difficulty brook interference in what he considers to be the governor's 
functions. He is an intelligent and pleasant man, but he is not « good man of business, 
nor is he an easy man to deal with when he considers his own prerogative at stake, 
Being an honest man himself, he knows that he would administer the finances of the 


advan 

the province would not justify us in asking 

have far-reaching results. To succeed in his task Mornard must have his own mon that 
he knows and trusts, aud who are trained in his anethods, much hope that. you will 
find Stas better than you expect. 

‘Your telegrams No’219 just vecslved, You willl Have) gatliored fem the) abors 
that I approve the idea of a special force, but in my opinion, subject to the approval of 
of the home Government, such afore, if ocered by foreigners, shouldbe organi by 
the Swedes. ¥ 


(722) No, 26, 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Received January 6.) 


Sir, India Office, January 4, 1913, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledgo the receipt of 
your letter of the 27th December, regarding the future of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company in relation to the commercial and political position of this country in Persia 
and the Persian Gulf. 

Tt now appears that, there is a considerable probability that without financial 
support from His Majesty's Government the company will sooner or later be absorbed 
‘by the Shell Transport Company, into whose hands the British concossion in Persia 
will presumably The Marquess of Crewe recognises that this result wi 
probably be attended by grave disadvantages to British interests in southern Borsa, 
and ultimately in the Persian Gulf He therefore agreos with the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty that all possible support which is not of an exceptional character 
should be afforded to the company—for example, by means of tho measures described 
in paragraphs 7 and 8 of their letter of the 24th December—though he does not feel 
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certain that such support would sullice to avert their ultimate absorption. But having 
regard to the general situation in Persia, he does not consider that Indian interests 
outside the British sphere warrant him in recommending the exceptional measures 
desired by the company, or in throwing any additional charge on Indian. reven 

that ae He would, of coarse, on general grounds greatly deplore the extinction 
of British influence in the neutral sphere ; but he recognises that that is a matter the 
responsibility for which must rest mainly on your department, and in his opinion 
the vital interests of India are sufficiently safeguarded so long as the British sphere 
remains intact, and British power is supreme at sea and controls the entrance 
to the Gulf. 

On the question of the use of ofl by Indian railways, Lord Orewe is addressing 
tho Government of India, and can express no opinion until he receives their reply. 
Tn the meantime it is open to the company to put a definite tender for the supply of 
oil before the Railway Board in India, who will then be in a position to work out the 
problem of the substitution of oil for coal on a commercial basis. 

Tam, &. 
‘T. W. HOLDERNESS. 





(790) No. 27. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received January 6.) 
(Rs 1.) 
‘olographic,) Tehran, January 6, 1913. 

YOUR tologram No. 2 of 4th Januar 

Steward travelled on moro frequented caravan road with an escort and proceeded 
straight to his destination. Presumably Major Hopkins, if on survey work, will of 

loiter about, and the part of the country which he must traverse is not under 

full control. Iam therefore of opinion that his journey must be attended hy some 
risk, but it ig probable that such arrangements can be made by the Governors of 
Kerman and Yezd as will ensure his personal safety, 





(796) No 


ean Sir W, Townley to Sir Hdward Grey—(Recetved January 6.) 
fo. 8) 
{hie svuphic,) Tehran, January 6, 1913. 

NII Cabinot crisis continues, though Tam assured that the Pri 
the Ministor of War have resigned definitely with a view to renderi 
of the new Cabinet more easy and to allay the 
found expression in Azerbaijan, 

Various reasons for delay are given 

One politician hesitates because there is no assurance forthcoming that a largo 
Joan can be mado, another because his personal friend is not included in the Cabinet, 
hut the real cause I believe to be fear of the great unpopularity the new Cabinet will 
incur by granting railway concessions, 

Russian Minister tolls ime that his Government has practi 
increase of the customs duties, which will provide additional secu 
Teast 5,000,001, He has furnished particulars to St. Petersburgh, where representatives 
of thy Société d’Btudes are now assembled. As far as I understand, general increase 
of 24 per cent. all round is proposed, which it is estimated would produce about 
20,0001, per annum. 

Alu-os-Sultanch, prospective Prime Minister, has communicated to me programme 
of proposed reforms, which entails a loan of about 3,500,001. spread over five years, 
for (I) the maintenance of the gendarmerie, (2) tho establishment of industrial 
institutions under foroign guidance in I of the prineipa id (3) the 
conversion of the pr portant elements enter the 
Cabinet unless they : ey will be forthcoming from abroad 
for tle: poses. (1) and (3) would seem likely to produco good results, but the 
establishment of manufactories under Government control has been hardly sufficiently 
successful in more eulightered countries than Persia to command entire sympathy 

(ont to St. Petersburgh.) 
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[813] No. 29, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey.—{Reeeived January 6.) 

Wo. 5.) 

(Telegraphic) R. St. Petersburgh, January 6, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 9 of 4th January : Turco-Persian fronton s 
Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed thanks for instructions sent to Sir G. 

Lowther in your telegram No.7 of 4th January to Constantinople. He has already 

instructed the Russian Ambassador to enquire into the matter. 


[812] No, 30. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 6.) 
No. 9, 
eee hie) R. Constantinople, January 6, 1913. 
‘TEHRAN telegram No, 3 of 2nd January, fe 
Minister for Foreign Affairs says that’ no Turks have been sent to. distriots 
mentioned, and implied there was certainly no intention of doing so. THe said that it 
twas possible that there were disputes going on between Turkish and Porsian tribos 
on that frontier. i 
He added that the Turkish Ambassador at ‘Tehran hail refused to receive note 
of protest. 
(Sent to Tehran.) 





(50364) No. 31. 
Foreign Office to Mesers, Ettinger and Co. 


Gentlemen, Roreign Ofice, January 6, 1913. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to inform’ you that he has under his 
consideration the request recontly made by you. that you should be supplied with « 
statement of the considerations which have léd him to the conclusion that the concession, 
under which Muin-ut-Tujjar held the right to work the oxide on the inland of Hormuz, 
was not one in perpetuity, but could be withdrawn ut any time by the Persian 
Government. Sir E. Grey considers that, in the present state of the ‘case, you are 
entitled to the information you desire, and I am to put before you the following, 
‘considerations :— : 


‘Thero is no dispute that the concession granted by the firman of 1812 (1895) to 

sut-Tujjar, whose rights under it were transferred to Muin-ut-Tujjar in 1897, was 
Timited to a period of ten years. ‘This is expressly stated in the firman of 1915 (1898), 
which confirmed that of 1312, and Muin-wi-ujjar hag never attempted to deny that 
his rights under the original concession were confined to the term of ten yenrs laid down, 
therein. The question therefore is the interpretation to be put upon the firman of 122 
(2904), whieh, asording to the conten in-ut-Tujjar, transformed his concession, 
from a’ temporary and finited into » perma dindeteasible one. 

‘The firman in question was granted to Muin-ut-Tujjar a short time before the 
expiry of the period for which his original concession ran. ‘The only phrases which 
can be quoted as showing that its effect was to confer upon Muin-ut-Tujjar a concession 
in perpetuity are rendered in the translation annexed to the pamphlet issued by Muin 
tu followe: © Te is settled that Haji Moin shall retain his possession aa before” and 
‘from the date of issue of this patent and onward we cede the aforesaid islands and 
places o him” In the translation forished by His Majesty's ngaion at Tehnun these 
phrases are rendered respectively “it is decreed by us that the above-mentioned islands 
And places shall remain in the lease and possession of Muin 
fare protected ay in the pasty” and ‘from the date of the issue of this I 
henceforth we intrust the above-mentioned islands and plaoee to Muin-ut-Tujjar.” Tt 
appears that Muin relies principally on the word translated ‘* onward ” or * henceforth,” 

Ifthe intention of the document wore really to transform a concession which had 
almost expired into lease of this valuable property at-a fixed rent for all time, it is 
certainly surprising that such intention was not expressed with greater clearness, Tho 
principal object of the transuetion appears to be the increase of the rent; the phrases 
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relied on by Muin seem to be merely incidental, and to fall far short of a grant of the 
concession in perpetuity. 

The question of the effect of the firman was considered by a committee and 
discussed by the Medjliss in November 1910. Tt appears from the report of the 
committee that Muin maintained that “he was in the right,” but was prepared to 
accept any general arrangement made by the Government in regard to mines. He also 
claimed a “right of priority” on the strength of the work he had done in developin 
the mines, ‘This certainly: appears to indicate that he was doubeful as to the strengt 
of his case, ‘The committee confirmed the firmans of 1312 (1895) and 1315 (1898), but 
Aeclinedio confirm ‘for perpetuity” the concession of 1822 (1904). They reported that 
the concorsion was not good, arid recommended that the Government should keep the 
wines in their own hands, ‘After considerable discussion in the Medjliss the question 
‘was adjourned for the consideration of the Cabinet, Tt was pointed out in the course 
of the Wiscussion that there was no mention of perpetuity in the firman and that the 
word “onward” was used in every firman without thereby conferring « perpetual 
grant, and it was stated that the committee were RA Rea ueesn 
coneession being granted in perpetuity to anyone, ‘There was some discussion 
as to whether the fact that no fixed period was Inid down rendered the concession 
void, but no decision was come to on this point, although Sir E. Grey understands: 
that there is ground for the opinion that a lease which does not specify the 
period for which it is granted is bad according to Mohammedan Te was 
‘so suggested that the question whether the frman conferred a concession in 
Beepatuly. aw omine tly one for decision by th ts, and Sir E. Grey is unable to 
tundorstind why, if Muiti was convinced of the justice of his claim, he did nob take 
tops to. protect’ his rights by legal action, when his concession was withdrawn by the 
Persian Government, So far as Sir E, Grey is aware no opinion in favour of the 
perpetuity of the concession was expressed during the debate. 

‘The Pervian Government have consistently maintained that the coneeasion ranted 
by the firman of 1904 was not a perpetual one, and that as no term of years was 
specie it enuld lawfully be wrididrawn st ony: time Sir G. Barclay, wlio. was 
thoroughly fimiliar with the case, was of opinion that this view could not be contested. 

in Grey i of opinion that apart from the inherent improbability 
the existing ciroumst of a lease of this valuable property being granted in 
perpetuity, the tere ofthe dosument itself do not justify the construction put upon it 
by Muin-ut-ujjar, and that this view is supported hy such evidence as is available of 
he opinion of porsons in a position to judge, and further, that the actions of Muin 
himself appear to indicate: hat lie was conscious that his content was unsound. It, 
follows that the Persian Government wero entitled to put an end to the concession when 
thoy saw fit to do.s0, and that their action in doing 80 was not illegal. 

Tam, Xo. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(902) 
Liidin Office to Foreign Office —(Reevived January 7.) 


‘THE Under-Seoretury of State for India presents his complime 
Secretary of State for Foreign Af and forwards herewith, for the 
Seortary of Stat, enpy of memorandum on the subjet of the trans-Persian raway 
shen 
India Opiee, January 6, 191. 


Enclosure in No. 32. 


Memorandum respecting the Trans-Persian Railway. 
(Secrets) ‘ 

I is understood that the British group of the Société d'Etudes are not prepared to 
go on unless His Majesty's Government gi decided support than they have yet 
given ‘Tho moment is therefore eit is thus in the power of His Majesty's 
Government to wreck the scheme for the time being. 

‘We have to consider, then, whether the scheme is one with which it is desirable to 
‘go on, regard being had to all the interests involved, The official view of the Secretary 
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of State for India was stated in our letter of the 6th April, 1911, in which British, 
cipation was justified on the ground that it might be argued that the geographical 
UShaIS gue Sepia ips dbpnids “rat thatae leHovee thon er 6 
sponsible for her interests to be foremost in the race for concessions, s0 as to ensure 
that such at least as may be strategically and politically essential to her security shall 
be in her own ha: One or more of these concessions would be for railway: li 
which, though their immediate purpose would be different, might, without disadvantage 
form connecting links in a trans-Persian railway.” Lord Morl y had already concurred 
in the Government of India’s opinion. that there was no prospect of such a railway 
being a commercial success, and iv is evident from the whole tone of the letter that the 
Persian railway as such was disliked here, but that means were being sought of 
enabling the Foreign Office to meet as far as possible the wishes of the Russian 
Government. It was thought that there was no harm in accepting in principle a 
scheme which was certain to prove impracticable. 

‘Tie question is, should we now go beyond that attitude? ‘There can be no doubt 
that neither the Government of India, nor the India Office, nor the Foreign Ollice, nor 
any responsible business man would ever have spontaneously proposed a trans-Persian 
railway for the sake of through connection with Europe. ‘There can be very little 
doubt that nobody likes the proposal, and that everybody would gladly see it dropped, 
But we are implicated in it for two reasons :-— 


1. From u desire to please the Russian Government, and especially the Emperor, 
who is understood to press it strongly. 

Brom an approiension Hat {f we donot sgros to it now; hin we ean more 6 lum 
make our own terms, it may some day be forced upon us by others on terms that may 
be very unfavourable, 


Now, there are obvious limits beyond which the first of these reasons cannot be 

Why,’ it was asked in India Office letter of the 6th April, 1911 “why, 
should Tndia sacrifice all the strategical advantages of her geographical isolation in 
order to encourage a scheme which. whatever prospect of profit it may oller to hor 
commercial riv none to herself?” The answer, if there is one, Ties, from the 
Taian pont of view, inthe second reasn, which therefore deserves clos examination 
than it has yet received. 

‘The argument is this: Railway construction in Persia is 
‘eannot be “ ed” as the India Office wished (letter of the 2: 

and either Russia or some other Power will sooner or later bi 
direction of India, the aligoment of, or rates charged on, which may be very 
insonvenioit Ths ouly eats onsrto, thorufore Ist ask tis beet torea nf oan ow, 
while Russia is friendly, 

From their letters of the 17th December, 1909, and the 19th January, 1910, it 
would appear that th Forvign Office view, "But, since the latter date (which 
was prior to the formal Russian proposal), no reasoned statement of their views has 
deen received. — Reserving for further consideration liter the question whether through 
railway connection is i the pnts toe examined. are the supposed eimmercal 
and strategical (including political) disadvantages of standing aloof, 


The Disadvantages of Standing Aloof. 


Nov, as regards the former, onr only weapon against hostile tari is « ftiendly 
ut the Board of Trade are never tired of telling us that 
ttle real use because they do not touch—and nothi 
touch—the indirect methods by which the rival country can bountify its own trad 
What we stand to lose, then, by the absence of an ayreeinent on the subject of rates 
apparently nothing vital. But, again, none of the British or commercial authorities 
who have discussed the project have recommended it on commercial grounds, Quite 
the contrary ; all have shown that neither as regards through, nor as regards local, 
traffic, would it beuefit India, whose trade with Persia—all are agreed —depends on 
railways running inland from'the seachoan.t If we have these, we may bo able to 
compete in north-west and norih Persia with Russian goods imported by rail vid 
Astara, or with German goods imported by rail vid Khanikin, If we have not, a 


+ Soc: for exams memorandum by Today, Detr General of Commercial Inelligenes paragraph 8 


memorandum by president of Indian Railway Board, paragraphs 8 to report of Goverament of 


india's 
Committer, paragraph 8, 
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‘trans-Persian railway, with its long run through the wilderness from Karachee, will not 

enable us to do so. Again, therefore, what we stand tu lose by the absence of such a 
niilnay is apparently nothing vital. 

_The strategical and political dangers are perhaps more real. ‘The danger points to 
India are presumably Kerman, Robat, and some port on the open sea between Bunder 
Abbas (which it is assumed that we can seal up with our ships) and Gwetter on the 
frontier of British Baluchistan ; and what we have to fear is that some other Power, 

either Russia or Germany, will bnild a line to one or other of those points, 
establish her political influence along it, and when the time comes deposit an army 
corpaiat the ond oft, Take Russia frst. So loug an the entente exits Rusia cannot, 
except by agreemnnt. with us, get beyond the limits of her own sphere, ic, Yezd, but 
the trans-Persian railway is going there in any ease, If, however, the entente has 
ceased to exist, Russia is actually or potentially hostile. But in either ease, the mere 
fact that the’ trans-Persian railway was in existence would not prevent her from 
building’ line to Ki tinuing. it to Robat if it were essential to her plan of 
campuign to do so, and in either ease, and whether the trans-Persian Tine were in 

, our only safeguard would apparently be 

«to Keron, and auch free a, we might bo able Zo maintain on i 
rogards 1 line to the sea at, say, Chahbar, its construction by a potenti i 
Ruse youd i Lord apdownta daslartiont ie matnesed pon wreseie ati tiee 

i the existe of the trans Perian alway an auch provent the: ctxe fom 

re ‘ermany the same appears to be true, except that it might be argue 
uu tetexuai clit (tau Vasa airy angh Caventinteaselne Gates Rests oee 
the standing temptation which, as pointed out below, it would afford of making a short 

by an extension from Khanikin to Ispahan and Yezd. Whether there is any 

itary danger to India to be apprehended from Germany (or Turkey), [do not 

iro to. discuss, If there i, then against Germany, 48, against, Russia, the 

safeguard lies not in a trans-Persian railway, but in the possession of British railway 

cconoessions in the Brit -—Bunder Abbas-Kerman for construction, aud Bunder 

Abbas-Gwottur, and possibly Chahbar-Kerman and Kerman-Robat, for blocking 
purposes, 


Isa Trans-Persian Railway inevitable? 


It is submitted, therefore, that if those concessions are obtained—and it is 
onl the power « h diplomacy to obtain them — there is 


ial or strategical ved in Standing out now from th 
trans-Persian project, ¢ ieviatie, Batis ie 
inovitable ? Tt hus been assu 


if it is cortain that it will pay, or 

commercial, stratexical, or political reasons, 

Russia, and Germany. hat. the through pay India, 
commercially to her in self-defence or as an outlet for her woods, the ov 
of authority denies, ax has already been observed, and the British 
that only. the branch lines can minke the project profitable ® P 

ut it is difficult to seo what commercial or finineial advantage sh 
establishment, of throngh railway connection with 


ig mass 
stated. 


financially profitable 

As regards Russia, if our autho 

pay India, it is difficult to see how it ean 

the Russian promoters ask for a guarantee, What will pay Russia, ant is in fact 
necessury to her, is the extension of her roughout her sphere, not a throu 
railway Tor its own sake. ‘The eu wmany is substantially the same, but it seems 
probable igh Ce less unlikely to pay thin the Russian scheme. 
Au exten Bagdad Railway from Ki vid Ispahan and Yezd is hoth 


iderably shorter, and, beinug German, likely to be more ef here is, 10 


* Sir WB. Garatin’s leter of December 9, 1912, 
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doubt, the disadvantage of break of bulk at the Bosphorus; but if our authorities are 
correst in assuming that there will be no appreciable through trafic iu goods, that 

not be a prohibitive obstacle, while for passengers it will present no difficulty, since on 
& journey of that duration there would probably be one change of train in any case. 
‘The Russian. promoters have expressed a fear of the contingency of a German extension 
such as that indicated above, but it is not known whether our own experts have ever 
studied the problem from the German point of view, but on the assumption that such 
4 through line will pay, and will indeed be inevitable, the Russian trans-Persian scheme 
‘vill obviously not only not hinder it, but will be ruined by it, since the Germans can 
and will effect a short circuit. And if this view is correct our policy now should be to 
negotiate with Germany, not with Russia, for a trans-Rersian railway—a proposal 
which is not at present before us, 

To whom, then, is a through line necessary for strategical or political reasons? 
Certainly not to India, who, it is universally ailmitted, stands only to lose in those 
respects. As regards Persia, there is room for difference of opinion as to whether she 
will gain or lose politically by the construction of such a line, Railways in general, no 
Aoubt, conduce to the maintenance of order; but railways themselves cannot, be con 
structed and worked unless order is tnaintaiued, and therd is something of a cirele here, 
Again, itis open to question whether the construction and working of railways by 
foreigners eonduces 40 independence; though, so far as such railways are international, 
scopt is afforded to an oriental Government for its favourite device of playing off ono 
Power against another, and so maintaining its own uneasy balance, But if the ease bo 
put at its highest it ean hardly be maintained that a travs-Persian railway in particular 
1s so necessary to Persia politically and strategically that it is bound to be constructed, 
When we come to Russia atid Germany we are almost bound to assume that if it is for 
pelvic und itary reasons necessary to wither of them it can only Le for offensive 
Purposes agaiust India; and the measure of their necessity is the measure of ours to 
provent and not facilitate those purposes, It may be argued that « port on the warm 
‘water is essential to Russia, quite irvespective of India, ax a base for opearations in Rar 

ind that & railway to (say) Chahbar is therefore inevitable. But 

whether directed against India or not the incidental danger to India of a Russian baso 

hhbar would be so great that Lond Lansdowne's warning would haye to become 
operative. 

OF course it is conceivable that in the future the conditions of railway transport 
may so alter that, what is impossi ocoine inevitable then, But nv practical 
policy can be based on that assumption, which may safely be left to be dealt. with until 
Te huis verified itself, What has to be remembored is that by whatever line, the 
approach is nade there lie between British Tndia and the Persian frontier not less than 
860 miles of waterless desert; and it is submitted that the inevitabloness, in existing 
conditions, of @ railway across that gap has not been proved. 


Conclusions. 


be borne in mind as regards the Indian autho 


1, The Government of India’s opinion is, on the surface, less qualified than the 
others. But it should be noted that they refer to their committed’ report, and say 
that they concur generally in its conclusions, But those conclusions axe drawn from 
certain premises, and, in the absence of any statement to the contrary, it must_be 
assumed that the Government of Indis accepts the premises also. ‘These are stated 
as follows -— 


* (4.) While, therefore, from the point of vie tary policy there ean be little 
question tat the maintenance of the status quo would be preferable to the construction 
of the proposed railway, and while it seems at least doubtful whether the advantages to 
Tndian trade would be at all commensurate with the advantages whieh, would acerue to 


+ Se, however, note at end, 
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the undertaking, we 
meeting the vi 
u a due share in th 
of any milway thot: may be made in P in view of the opportunity 
which now offers of obtaining concessions for branch lines, which are important to us, 
both strategically and commercially, the Government of India will be well advised to 
un the vroposils of the Russian consortium, subject to such eonditions 
in respeet of alignment, branch lines, &e., as insy be considered necessary to secure 
safoty of India and the development of Indian trade,” = oe es 


The Gover of India’s recommendation mm herefor e taken mibject 
the saine qualification as the others, pe eae eens ine) ES 
2. Lord Morley, in sending out the scheme to the Government of India, asked 
them to examine it, "bearing in mind the desire of His Majesty's Gov t 
themselves on common ground with the Russian Government, sof 
consistently wi primary duty of insuring Indian interests 
risks” (Secro: despatch of the 4th November, 1910). Tt may the 
that all thse who gave opinions, intended to give the most favourable opinions 
conscientiously could. ‘That this was actually so is obvious even from the selection 
in theappendix; it be pl ff the opinions are yead in fu 
then, the utmost that can be said for the scheme, and the burden of all in effect, 
“ave do not like the scheme ofa through railway, it lias no merits of its own, and many’ 
dangers; but on certain considerations, not strictly relevant to the scheme of 1. trans: 
emia any a su wo mus ay ith as good a grace as we can,” The 
ijeet of this memorandum has been to. attempt to show that those extrane 
sonsilertions are without aubetance NANeE $0 show that thove! extraneous 
apt has boen suc in order to justify British enemrages 
ne, Wo aro driven hue on tho ‘frst eason suggested on page 1, vie, 
iy ¢ 


the desire to please the Russian ment. If it is really the case that the 


Withdrawal of our eucourazement will endsnger the entente, and if the Europea 
vesition, andthe position of Groat Britain in international polities are therefore such 
‘is to make it necessary —ov face of the dangers and di ages indicat 
Dy two siiccossive eli perial General Stafl—to come into Tine with Russia 
(i matter of which the India Office has 10 cognisance), there is nothing more to 
be sid? 

If the Scheme is to be Abandoned. 


if that is not s0, and the question is still open, it is for consideration whether 
Government, should not take the first opportunity of weeding frum a 


which is so likely to develop to their disadvantage. ‘There are four ways in 
1 this eas be done 2 : en yants eee Ure are: (ADEA 


thon Jovernment can be frmkly informed that after further f 
the s ons that cau be foreseen wit reasonable 
‘other incom 
we are un 
ho certainty, TL night be suuue ambitious. proposal to 
Leer a 
hand, railway nent inv their own sp i nt, in the 
scheme is really “inevitable, itself when 
itely’ profitable haye been constructed. 
it Would be necessury to deal with the question of a loam to 
ove has poitited ont, by agreeing that the Société d’ Etudes should 
also be the agency for floating a loan, we have put. into Russia's hnnds the means of 
exerting great pressure on us; since, if the société find the money, we ean hardly 
object. to their hay ° ‘This is a most important consideration, aud 
must le borne in if the view taken in this memorandum is not accepted, 
and the scheme is proceeded with. If the société find the money now and produce « 
scheme which contains features objectionable to India, the pressure to sacrifice Indian 
perosts will be 
# Bxcopt th 
be ah ih 
‘railway exter ich Ttnpeiatpoiey 
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2, To make it impossible for the British group to go on, This can be done 
either— 


(a) By telling them—or letting them understand—in reply to the direct’ question 
asked in Sir W. Garstin’s letter of the $th December that His Majesty's Government 
regard the scheme with disfavour ; or 

@,) By telling them, in reply to that letter and. the letter of the 20th December, 
that His Majesty's Government can give them no farther guidance and cannot, promise 
support to any particular scheme beforehand—a rather dangerous course seeing. that, 
if the Beitsh group went on in spite of this discouragement, » concession in terme 
inconvenient to us might be possibly carried through by Russian pressure at ‘Tehran 
and forced upon us 

(c) By inferming the British group at once of our conditions an making them ap 
stringent that it will not be worth while to proceed ; 

By encouraging the Persian Railways Syndicate to adopt a von possumue 
as regards branch lines, The British group have stated that the main 
will depend for its success on the traffic brought by certain branches, of which it is 
understood that they attach special importance to one from Binder Abbas to. Kerman, 
On the other hand His Majesty's Government are under a binding obligation to 
support the Persian Railways Syndicate in respect of certain lines in Southern. Persin, 
which the Bunder Abbas-Kerinan line is one, Obviously, therefore, it is essential 
thar th should come to terms, and if the latter refuse to do. 
0, the 
have ap] 
will be will 


applying i 
rail cor 
to pis hie hand of an 
any, who will work them in the interests of the main line, ‘This 
es especially to the Bander Ablny-Kerwan Tin, beau iti in she Brida spon 
and, Kerman bei the danger points, ought to remain wider purely British 
control. If this course is adopted, Mr. Greenway should be asked to apply for this 
eoncession at oncs—or as soon as the Mohammerah-Khoremabad concession is 
assured. 


ther of these alternatives can His Majesty's Government hope to escape 


By nei 
the odfum ‘with’ te Russian Goveraitent of hi ked the scheme; for Lord 
Revelstoke (who, it is understood, is alread means of inducing the 
ent to put pressure on us) will not fail to let it be generally know 
ve to support the scheme, though without enthusiasm, in 


trusting that when it con ally to be put before the public, it will prove to 
be hopelessly unattracti Dy itself this —which is the course wo have hitherto 

jpursuing—has little to rveommend it except that it postpones for a year or 90 

Fafil neoomity of taking a decision, Conbnied with (2) (2) it. would probubly bo 
Jone it seems too risky ; and, moreover, exposes us to constant friction with, 
the British group in the meantime. 

Of all these alternatives undoubtedly (1) is the Dest, becase it is the, most 
straightforward ; but if for diplomati it is impracticable, then the lino of least 
resistance is (2) (ce) and (d) in eos it is decided to adopt any of these 
courses it is most important that the Mohammerah-Khoremabad concession’ should be 
absolutely assured before our hand is shown ; for the Russians will undoubtedly try 
to block it if they find that we are backing out of the trans-Persian scheme, Great 

ressure should therefire be exercised at ‘Tehran to secure it with the least possible 
ielay. 
If the Scheme is to be Supported, 


If, however, His Majesty’s Government decide that the trans-Persian railway 
is one which they must ez animo support in the interests of this country and 
ia, it is essential, as pointed out above, first of all to bring the société and tho 

Persian Railways Syndicate to terms regarding branch lines, It also seems desirable 

to give the fullest possible information for the guidance of the British group. ‘There 

are, of course, some questions which cannot be decided at the present stage, and it is 
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ry that we should make the strictest reservations on the points cove by 

Foreign Office letter of the 231d November last to Sir W. E. Garstin, Bienes 

constitution of board, representation of British interests, percentage of construction 

orders, freight, and passenger rates, and gauge. But while keeping a free hand on all 

these points, itis still possible to give the group a fairly clear clue, For example, they 
ht be told that they must assume as a working hypothesis— U 


(a.) That the main line must enter the British sphere at Bunder Abb 
5) That it must not be aligned ¥ia Korman, ap 
») That the gauge east of Bonder Abbas must be narrower than that on the 
northern section of the line 
That the question of maritime facilities to be granted on the Persian Gulf, and 


rol of 51 port or ports, must be a subject of agreement between the Britis 
and Persian Governments, E ee pee 


As regards (a), the Government of India. have indicated 

; , have indicated a willingness to compro- 
tnige on an alignment that would enter the British sphere a little to the north of Bunder 
Abbas, and, eliminating that port, sould reach the sea at Chahbar, ‘This is a point for 
the Defene: ee, but primé facie there seem strong objections to the creation of 
‘ port: of that nature on the open sea outside the Gulf. 

’ WO) Represents the formal and twice-repeated opinion of the Government of 
indi, 

(c.) Was recommended by tl ent of India's Committee on the d 
that a hostile Power would find it more difloult to widen m narrow gauge than to lay a 
Leah TCs yer Rau Cae IE Sac Bates Re een me 

(2) Will requive™ caret cons © Committee, It wil 
obviously be a stumbling-block to tl 7 a, that other see 
measured are taken to secure the it will be a matter of 
indifference to us who controls the ports inside it. And again, it way be cousidered 
that, if it ie oaiontial that wo. shoud’ control tho porte, vee easily secure 
the eoutrol through thy ral company than through the Persian Governme 
ut in the first instance, and to prevent the question escaping from our ha b 
som desirable to make this stipult : ee 


January 8, 1913. AH 


ilway scheme which do not 
‘exainination, 


1, The Lous to British Shippin Russian promoters count. the ral subsidy 


among their assets, ‘Tho anbsidy paid to the Peninsular and Oriental by His Majesty 
Government ix. 308,001 in, it an extensive: passenger trafl Spies eae 
the loss will fall almost entirely on the Peninsular and Oriental, for the 

ror than the sea route, and the Peninsular and Oriental are 


they are still 0B 
doen shown for taking. money 
it into the pocket of a company of which only one 

2, The Loss to Indian Ports —It the railway is built, Bunder Abbas will become a 
reat port at the expose of Bombay and Kurrachee, ‘The Boar of Trado suns to 
anticipate that any advantage that: may accra the railway will he to Indian 
rather than British trade. “No reason is given for that view. But in any case, will 
not British goons dystined for Persia—instead of yoing, as at present, to Bombay or 
Kurracher, and being transhipped there—go direc to Bunder Abbas ? “This would 
apply abs bythe cae vib other Gul ports and als Bagdad and it should be remem 
peredd thut the trade of tho British Empitw arly double thit of purely 
Tian truco svith Persia, and is worth wom SETS 
_ 3 The Dead Loss to Indian Recennes on the Section from Bunder Abbas to 
Kurrachee.—All authorities are ageved that, owing to the aaa Saris Gio 
which it runs, this section cannot in any case be profitable, but atte ‘not been 
called to the full extent and nature of the probable loss. If a passenger tratlic springs 
up, there will itis true be’ the passengers, But even supposing that the existence of 
the railway stimulates Indian trade, it will apparently only be goods from the north of 


29 


India that will be sent. by rail. For seeing that there must, necessarily be brosk 0 
Dulk at Bunder Abbas (because of the change of gauge), will it not always pay Bombay 
tnd the south to send their goods by sea? Now, the Bunder Abbae-Kurrachee section, 
‘which is about 885 miles long, falls inté two parts. The part west of the frontier of British 
Baluchistan alone (420 miles) will belong to the company, the part between that 
Fontier and Kurracheo (415 miles) the Tndian Government must necessarily own them: 
selves as part of the Indian railway system. ‘The loss on the latter will therefore fall 
on Indian revenues, Ts the Secretaty of State for India in Connell prepared to fae it 
in addition to the increased military and naval expenditure foreshadowed by the Chief 
of the Imperial General Stat? and, in any case, what becomes of the guarantee which 
the Government of India are asked to give out of the supposed profit to Indian 


railways? 
2 AQih 


Appendix, 


Batraets from Opinions of various Authorities, 
(.) 
Board of Trade, September 13, 1910. 


THE Board desire. . . . tostate. . . . that in their opinion the scheme in question 
s of a very speculative chameter, and has been put forward mainly in Russian 
interests... « 

Tn any event, while Russian trade would probably be considerubly bonefited by. 
the construction of such a live as that proposed—and possibly Indian trade also in w 
es demroe United Kingdom tmde woul probably not be’ benefited. by it to. an 
material extent, at any rate for a long time alter its opening. ‘The possibility, indeed, 
night have to be faced that the expansion of Russian trade in the interior of Porsia 
might take place at the expense of purely United Kingdom trade. 

The Board... agree with Mr, Worthington's view that so far as regards 
through traffic, the transport, of passengers would probably form the bulk of the 
Dusiness of such a line, though even here the powerful competition of the sea route 
would always remain to be contended against, As regards through goods traffic, 
Whether to the Far East, to Australasia, or to the Persian Gulf littoral, they do not 
Think that the railway route would be utilised to any appreciable extent... « 

«If. . ... to conditions be fulilled, viz., a Jing from Kerman to the Gulf, in 
the control of which British influence should predominate, and equal facilities for all 
throughout the whole railway, the Board think that His Majesty's Government might 
adopt an attitude of benevolent neutra 

‘The Board, however, doubt if, fro p , the scheme is, for 
the present, likely to prove a success the investing public, unless’ the 
British, Indian, or Russian Governments, or the three jointly, are prepared to offer a 
{guarantee of ‘a cert imum return on the capital embarked, 


@) 
Chief Commissioner, Baluchistan (Sir A. H. MeMahon, K.0.1,B.), December 20, 1910. 


menue ct that the present isolation of Persia can longer continue 
cr that we ean indefinitely maintain freedom for Tndia from intereommunication by ra 
from the west. 

‘The present proposal offers opportunities of « mutual arrangement on favourable 
terms, and if we decline to take advantage of it, we may be compelled hereafter to 
seok similar inter-railway connection under less favourable conditions. 

‘The proposed railway must benefit Russian trade in much larger proportion than 
British trade, but it will b dian trade and largely increase the bulk of both 
British and Tadian trade by the opening up of Persia. 

Tt will increase the receipts of Indian railways and thereby benofit Indian 
revenues. 


[1602] I 
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‘The military or Political disadvantages of inter-railway communication are less 
than might at: Geet might bs eujpoeed, ad are largely oountarseted By the sotoas 
itforicd by Bie lite to Seinean, 

‘These conclusions are arrived at on the assumption that our efforts are directed 
to preventing the line destroying the autonomy of Persia . . 


(3) 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf (Sir Perey Cox, K.C.1.B.), December 20, 1910. 


As T understand the position, we must now assume complete good faith on the part 
of Russia under the convention, und abandonment of former desi on India. We 
cannot, therefore, take our stand on the fundamental object indian strategists 
against: the c f the Indian and Russian railway systems. Ifthe above premise 
is, conceded, it, se that an attitude of mere benevolent neutrality will hardly 
sulice and might be dangerous; and that, having exercised the right which the 
promoters concede to us, of constructing the line from Kerman southwards, we should 
support. the present proposal to the extent of co-operating in the thorough examination 
of the proj naeaisante and engineering points of view... . 

+ «1 With the above safeguards (ie., concessions for eertain braneh lines, &e.], 
and provided that conmercial fae be assured throughout the whole railway, 
T believe that botl Indian and E trade would benefit and find new opening 


equally with Russian, and it cannot but be supposed that the general effect of the * 


railway would be to improve tho administration, develop the country, and increase the 
capacity of the Persian market, 


(1) 


Director-General of Commereial Intelligence, India (Mr. P. Noel Paton), 
December 31, 1910, 


. . think that the Boanl of Trade view of the value of the 
for trade purpows is much nearer the truth than that of Sir Henry Me) 
In fact T agro gouomlly with the Boat of Trade agree. . 
having regard to the conditions under which it almost certainly would be 

if dy todo « greet deal more for Russian than for Indian trade. 
Tudian trade with Persia can best be served by railways frou the seaboard, . . . If 

pation inthis inland suilw on from the Hittoral Tines (a 

1b will be strange participution will be ileplorable. I agree, 
therefore, that the in ition of u line to the Gulf should... 
assured, 5. 
+++ [it ean be assured, then w = Took at the new 
with a wider viow. . . . Most ‘of the 
Persia are previsely of ti 
fence tnerey 6 qu 
must allnost conta 


getting even 
edible that the 


rt Of assimilation of that part. of Persia 

that from a political point of view this 

1 id o any years, T 

should not expect it to pay fn the literal sense u “ lation bind gone 
pretty fr 


Chief of the General Staff, India (Lieutenant-Generad Sir Douglas Haig, K. 
January 3, 1911. 


‘The previous military policy of India has been based upon maintaining 
isolation, 80 that attack becomes, if not impossible, at all events so difficult, 
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and lengthy an operation as to involve great financial strain on the attacking power, 
Si dinte Ps ein apeoee an dae) acts maar 
British Empire will be available . 3 
+... + The advocates of the scheme. . .. evidently . .. . anticipate 
Gifficalties on our part, and, assuming that a line will ultimately be constructed, the 
rublem becomes one of rendering it-as strategically innocuous to India as possible, by 
Eoding some artificial obstacle which will in some measure take the place of the natural 
barrier which it is proposed to pierce, so that the strain thrown upon the military 
resourees of the Empire in the event of foreign aggression may be neither too sudden 
nor too severe for them to bear, In the opinion of the general staff such a substitute 
can only be found in making use of our preponderating sea power, as a means of control 
fof the proposed line, and in adequate fortification, at some coin the frontier of 
Tndia, of a naval bass through whieh the proposed line must run 


(6) 


President of the Railway Board, India (Sir T. R. Wynne, K.0.8.1.y &e.), 
January 6, 1911, 


Tndia a 
-d to passenger trafic between England and India, the practical effect ot the 
building of the railway will probibly be that steamer fares will be reduced snd they 
will still retain the trafic, Further, passenger traffic between Enrope generally and 
st be sinall 
‘As a. railway proposition . ... . it is not a schome which one could 
the Government of India to have anything to do with from the financial 
w; but the line is one of quite an unusual character, and it has to be 
considered from other points than those affecting railway finance . 

‘Phat North Persia will be opened out by a railway which will either be international 
or Russian seems -certain, and what Tndia’ has now to. do is to take advantage of tho 
present position to consolidate itself in Southern Persia. ‘The course indicated seems 
Glear, and it is to welcome cordially the proposed through line as an international 
riilway and to agree at ones to make as part of the Indian Railway system a 

ushki to some point in Seistan which is suitable for a junction with the 

railway 
noe by India of the international scheme would be a us 
in the direction of counteracting the negotiations now in progres been vs and 
Germany, which may lead to Northern Persia being opened out by a Russian railway 

h the same objects as were in miid when the Manchurian Tine was constructed to 

Port Arthur . 


(i) 


Inter-Departmental Committee, appointed by Government of India,* reported 
ee February 8, 1911. 


.. . From the say strategical point of view « it would undoubtedly be 


preferable that India should maintain her quasi-insular position and should refuse to 

co-operate in any scheme which would tend to ficilitate the transportation of a hostile 
Power up to or across her frontis 

We recognise, however, that the mareh-of events in the Near and Middle Bust 

8 it impossible that this position of isolation can be indefinitely maintained 

From this standpoint it seems to us desirable to seize the opportunity which 


* ‘This Committee consisted of the Honourablo Mr. W, I. Clark, Commercial Membar of Council; 
Lieutevant-General § ig. Chief of the General $i Wynne, President of tho Railway 
Hoard; and Mr. B, Wood, Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department. 
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the present proposal offers for securing the conditions which we eonsider essential rather 
than to wait until circumstances may force us to permit the connection on terms which 
may be less advantageous, 

With regard to the merits of the enterprise from the commercial point of view, we 
are in general agreement with the opinions expressed in the letter from the Board of 
Trade, ... We do not ler that there is any likelihood of goods being 
carried on the railway fron United Kingdom to India or vice versd 6 
{2° inalivel to doubt aio whether the through passenger trafic on the rilway’ would 

of any great magnitude. . ... The proposed line ean, 

‘expected to pre Gea nice ree a ee 
. >... We are nevertheless of opinion that haying regard to the desirability 
amecting tho wishes of the Russian Goverment and tle ingortance of altel ng vies 

share in the control of any railway that may be made in Persian territory, aud in vi 
af the opportunity which now offers of obtaining eonerssions for branch lites 
important to us, both strategically and commercially, the Government of India will be 
well advised to, accept in principle the proposals of the Russian Consortinm, subject to 
‘such conditions in respect of alignment, brivich lines, &c., 8 may be considered necessary 
toseoure the safety of India and the development of Indian trade... . « 


(8) 
Government of India, February 23, 1911, 


+. We concur generally in these conclusions five, those of the I 

; y clusions. [i.e tho he Tnter- 
departmental Committee}, except in regard to a few points as to which we find ourselves 
uu to endorse Wie recommendations of the committee... .. With taese reser- 
vations we common the committes’s proposals to the favou sideration of His 
Teese proposals to the favourable consideration of His 


(0) 
Chief of the General Stag, War Office (Wield-Marshal Lord Nicholson, G.C.B., ée.), 


April 26, 1911. 


It is not clear what advantage we shall gain by railway construction in Souther 
The Muhammadan popilation is small and. turbulent, the came 
ufo and property nie insweury, and though some distrits'are fertile, mont of 
Persin is believed to cousist of mountains and deserts, .. . . Tt will always 
be easior and cheaper to carry on our passenger tratlic and our commerce with India by 
ithorities in India that a long stretch of the railway 
hi om Bunder Abbas to Karruchee Mo: pratect, 
ilway we should have to increase our naval foree in the Gulf, and to 
aii long the Tine, se we should have to pay 
Eee tee cea onan has to he con the ships aud troops are 
fon le aubmtted that from a naval and 
for the defence of the Empite are so extensive at present that it would be folly to a 
to them with the object of benefiting and tranguilising, Southern Persia Keone 
financial point of view, no country is rich enough to i 
diture except for its own safety or in furtherance of its own 
‘vo spend British capital on the railway under reference and sup 
foros for its protection, wo shall weaken ourselves in other and more 
Airectio 


(10) 
Chief of the General Staff, War Ogice (Generat Sir +shn f 
December 19, 112. 


«... Tho chief of the Imp I General Staff deems it unnecessary now to oT he 
eu altesh anil desires to assiciate himself entirely with the viewsexpreser be the 
General Staff in India in their memo iil. a 





[918] . 33, 
India Offce to Foreign Ofice—{Reecived January 7.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of enclosures in a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the 
Government of India, dated the 19th December, 1912, relative to Hormuz oxide. 


India Office, January 6, 1913. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 33. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India, 


(citer ) ¥ 
ir, Bushire, December 1, 1912, 
WITH reference to the correspondence ending with Foreign Department lottor 
dated the 19th October, I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the 
Government of India, a copy of a letter, dated the 2st November, 1912, which T have 
received from His Majesty's consul, Binder Abbas, giving cover to a communication 
Director of Customs, regarding the resumption of exploitation by the Muin- 
ar of the Hormuz oxide mines on account of the Persian Government and under 
the direct supervision of the Customs administration, 
2, Thhave informed His Majesty's Minister hy telegraph ofthis development 
ave, ke. 
P. Z. COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e. 


Enclosure 2 in No 
Consul Biseoe to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox. 


Sir, Bunder Abbas, November 21, 1912, 
1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your information, a copy of etter 
I have received from the Director of Customs on the subject of the Hormuz oxide 
mines, which, it would appear, are now to, be definitely handed over to the Muin-ut= 
‘Pujjar. In the course of a conversation with the director on the subject, I asked. him 
what was meant by the expression ‘‘undor the direct supervision of the adiinistra- 
tion.” He informed me, in reply, that, as he understood at, present, the Customs 
would confine themselves to seeing that the Persian Government was not defrauded of 
the royalties to which they were entitled under the terms of the concession granted to 
fuin, and to, seeing that the Muin-ut-T'ujjar duly carried out the terms of the 
ct entered into between Messrs. F. ©. Strick and Co. and the Persian Govern- 
‘They would, however, cease to exereise any control over the actual working of 

the mines. 

Thave &e, 
Hi, V, BISCOE, Captain, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 33. 
Director of Customs, Bunder Abbas, to Consul Biscoe. 


Bender Abbas, le 16 novembre, 1912. 
FAL Vhonneur de porter & votre connaissance que par son télégramme du 
9 novembre, 1911, le trésorier général de Perse & Téhéran, M. Mornard, a décidé do 
Jnisser Mouin-ut“Tujjar reprendre lexploitation de Hormuze au compte du Gouyerne- 


ment et sous la surveillance directe de Vadministration. 
Veuillez, &c. 





(160: 
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[901] No. 34. 


ot) PG: Baslanan to Sir Biteard Grey — (Received Jaruary 7.) 
No, 7. 
(Pelegraphic,) St, Petersburgh, January 6, 1913. 

I HAVE acted on your telegram No, 7 of 4th January : Intrignes at ‘Tabriz. 

‘er for Foreign Affairs said that he would send instructions to the consul in 
the souae desired, but he begged me to assure you that it was not Russian but Persian 
public opinion that was opposed to the Russia was not responsible for this, 
and according to his information the Sipahdar was behind the m 

Troplied that our information went to show that Skuja was prime mover, and 
that anything that the Sipahdar may have done had been done by his orders. 

His Excellency. then proceeded to speak of the general situation in the most 
possimistic terms. The Viceroy of the Caucasus was persistently asking for recall of 
some of the Russian troops, bu le to accede to his request so long as the 


present state of anarchy continued, ‘Th no Governmentat Tehran. Question of the 
railway concessions could not be d, and representatives of the Comité d'Etudes, 
would not find anyone with whom to negotiate when they went to ‘Tehran next month, 
Tt was absolutely ney , ce some strong man at the head of affairs. On my 


if as the probable Ti wr his Excellency said that 
he was quite willing to give him a trial, but that he did not believe that he was fit for 
the post in times like the present, 
We ought to have, he continued, earried out the Balmoral programme and have 
stuck to Suid without causing unnecessary delays by raising the qu 
advatiee, He hinted that we have given but half-hearted support to S: 
that you had not gone back on what yon had said, but to agree to Sand’s appointment 
‘and to impose bin by force ople were two entirely different things, 
Sand had, moreover, by: ised up the opposition to himself. His 
Excellenc tactless, but said that he had beew 
spi tobe Russia's candidate, whereas his 
had put forward his uae on the advice of prominent Persians. Tt was the 
sian committee who, out of distrust of Russia, had used their pernicious influence 
with the Regent to prevent his appointment, and in doing so they had but. prepared 
the way for the return of the ex-Shah, He did not to insi ad, but there 
nust bo somvong who could, as f ry respected, and if 
no one else was forthcoming we should have to fall back on hin 
His Excelleney then spoke of the Regent, saying that we must now make it quite 
plain th ust either return to Persia at orice or resign. It was impossible to 
Allow him to remain on in Paris, whence he conducted intrigues that rendered all 
government in Persia impossible,” Ho is instructing the Russian Ambassador to speak 
fo you on the subject, On my asking whom he proposed to put in his place were he 
to resign, his had no suggestion to make. 





(992) No. 35. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received January 7.) 


Tehran, January 7, 113, 
1k telogram No, 719 of 7th December: Arabistan telegraph. 
nent has béew made with the Minister of Posts and ‘Telegraphs with 
the approval of Cabi Prolongation of e3 ing conventions to 1945 is iranteed 
without © to 4 future Medjliss, to which the arrangement under which the 
ction of Arabistan telegraph lines is to be carried out has to be ev ntually 
submitted. Ts takes the fori ofa letter to the Tehran director of the Into-Kusspean 
Telegraph Department, aud appears quite satisfactory. Tt is to he hoped that. the 
necessary authority to start work at once will be issued to Mr. ing Wood, who 
deserves great praise for the tact and determination with which he has carried through 
the somewhat difficult negotiation 
As tho original agreement was signed by my predecessor, I propose putting the 
present arrangement on the record of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs by sending the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs a copy of the document communicated to me by 
Mr. King Wood. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; repeated to Bushire,) 
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(993) No. 36, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Baward Grey.—(Recoived January 1.) 
No. 1( 
fs. a nie ) Tehran, January 7, 1913, 
|ONSTANTINOPLE telegram No. 9 of 6th January: Turco-Persian frontier. 


Following from consular officer at Kermanshah :— 


“Report was sent by Sinjabi, chief in charge of Kasr, It is probably only a 
sibel dispute on account of Persian aids tito ‘Turkioh teritary, I have abit w 
messenger to the vice-consul for information. 





(1006) No. 37. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received January 1.) 
2.) : . 
(Melerrptia) R. Tehran, January 7, 1913, 
MY telegram No. 6 of 5th January. A ahi ees 
ian Minister lias telegraphed to Russian consul at Tabriz. instructing him 
to tell Sipahdar and Shuja that they must put stop to subversive movement, goin, 
in Azerbaijan and clear telegraphic office of petitioners, who should not be allowe 
to send seditious telograms to Tehran. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh and Tabriz.) 





(1159) No. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 8.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Political Resident in the Porsian 
Gulf, dated the 7th January, 1913, regarding the Bagdad Railway, 


India Ofice, January 8, 1913, 


closure in No. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


{Telegraphic.) 2. Bushire, January 7, 1913. 

E SA agreement, 

Tee bathe oes etraboe0 my despatches Nos, 3162 and 3405 that an 
expression of thanks was formally made by me, but the sheikh would welcome a 
telegram from Government, stating, their appreciation of the liberality of his action, 
‘and sent as soon as text of agreement reaches them, Such a telegram would at the 
present juncture be of specific assistance to us. 





{1090} No. 39, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 8.) 
{filegrorhie) Tehran, January 7, 1913, 
MY telegram No. 658 of 28th December. _ A 
At the request of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 1 had! a long conversation 
to-day with Motamen-ul-Mulk, the former President of the Medjliss, who is the author 
‘of the constructive programme of reforms for the execution of which the foreign loan 
is necessary. I learnt that yublic works, and not factories, are projected in various 
large cities, the object being two-fold—the construction of works of public utility 
and the employment of those persons who will have no means of livelihood when ¢ 
pensions are converted, ‘The programme has the cordial support of the treasurer-general, 
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and my Russian colleague, though somewhat dubious as to Persian thoroughness, sees 
good points in it, Tam of opinion that it marks a decided progressive step, and I 
would venture to hope that it may receive the cordial support of His Majest 
Government, provided that a capable Cabinet is formed which may be counted upon 
to carry it through with the moral assistance of the two Governments. 

‘The success or failure of Ala-es-Sultaneh to form such a Cabinet depends upon 
Motanien-ul-Mulk. If he joins, all the best available elements will enter. If he 
refuses, it is improbable that any sound combination can be formed. He is now 
hesitating, hecause he seeks the assurances of the two legations that a loan of 
5,000,001. or 6,000,000L to meet the cost of execution’ of the programme and other 
demands will be made at an early date, and that an advance on the same of 500,000L. 
or 600,000, will be forthcoming on the signature of the railway concessions. “It is 
proposed that half this money should be devoted to the gendarmerie and half to the 
commencement of the conversion scheme and to payment of arrears of salari 
because it is felt that no Cabinet, will be able to withstand popular outery which will 
bo raised at the Persian New Year—2lst March—if no funds are available for this 
purpose, 

Should it be found impossible to form a Cabinet such as Ala-es-Sultanch is 
endeavouring to form, the future appears to me very black. 

‘Tho Bakhtiaris are completely disoredited, and the subversive and reactionary 
movement in Azerbaijan will spread through Northern Persia, with a Cabinet under 
Saad-ed-Dovleh as its nominal objective, but with Mohammed Ali Mirza as the 
real goal, 

There is ample evidence that Saad is working night and day to keep the 
movement alive, and it can hardly extend to Tohran without o¢casioning. serious 
disord I may have far-reaching effects, : 

reason T spoke very earnestly to Motar ulk, who is one of the 
ablost and most enlightened men in Persia. I said that it was impossible for us to 
ive te assurances thate asked to a Cabinet which is not yet formed, but I promised 
him that I would lay the matter before yon, and I said that I felt sure that he could 
count upon the genuine sympathy of His Majesty's Government for any constructive 
Programe that promised to bo honestly carried out, as it would bo in the hands of 
himsolf and his prospective colleagues. 

‘The moment is, in my opinion, an intensely critical one, and for this reason I 
venture to express tho earnest hope that the matter may receive serious, and 
possible, favourable, consideration of H 

(Sont to St.Petersburgh.) 





(500), No. 40. 


e Sir award Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No, 5, 

(gen Roreign Ofice, January 8, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 635 of 15th December: Lighthouse on Sheikh Shuaib. 
Unless really favourable opportunity offers, it will be better not to approach 

Persian Government on general question pending completion of lighting and huoyage 

scheme now in course of execution, Tt would be advisable in any case to await, reply 

of Persian Minister for Foreign AMliry to memorandum communicated to him on 
1th Decer 





(796) No. 41. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


‘No. 6. 
Alogi ) reign Ofiee, January 8, 


YOUR tolegram No. § of 6th January x 
Tam consulting Board of Trade aid India Office as to proposal to raise the 
import duties, Our consent is, us you are aware, as necesary as that of Rus 
the Russian tariff is scheduled to our commercial convention of 9th February, 1903. 
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T1006) No. 42. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


0. 7.) 
(Roepe). R. g Foreign Office, January 8, 1913, 

YOUR telegram No. 12 of 7th January. i 

‘This should encourage Ala-es-Sultanch, whom you should urge to announce his 
Cabinet without any further delay. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 20.) 





(1658) No. 43, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 13, 1913.) 


Tehran, Decomber 23, 1912. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly: summary of events 
in Persia for the last four weeks. 
Thave, &a 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No, 43, 


Summary of Bvents in Persia for four Weeks ending December 23, 1912, 


Tehran. 


‘The Cabinet and Saad-ed-Doreleh.—Saad-ed-Dowleh’s endeavours to form a Cabinet 

for the present, filed and he as now ostensibly retired into private His to, 

watch events, but he is said to be intriguing actively: Prolonged efforts made by 

leading Persian politicians to form a cabinet without Saad-ed-Dowleh and ropre- 

sentative of the best. elements available, exclusive of the Bakhtiaris, have not yet 

been successful, and Samsum-es-Saltanch’s Cabinet continues to eamy on the 
Government. 

Salar-ed-Douleh—The Persian Government are negotiating with Sular-ed-Dowleh 
for his submission on the basis of a pension of 12,000 tomans a-year, and the restora- 
tion of his confiscated properties, the Prince to be allowed to reside at Tehran, but not 
tobe given a governorship for the present. His Highness is dissatisfied with these 
conditions, but the Russian consul at Astrabad has been instructed to bring pressure on 
the Prinoe to accept the terms offered, 

Governorahip of the Town.—Sadr-ul-Memalik, formerly guardian of the shrine at 
Meshed, has been appointed Governor of Tehran vice Yemin-ul-Memalik, who has 
been appointed Governor of Mazanden 

Dearness of bread. —There have been some slight bread disturbances in the town, 
Metin-cs-Saltaneh, the Treasury official charged by M, Mornard with the control of the 
flour supplied by the Government to the bakers, is accused of conniving with the bakers 
to keep up the price of bread, fails to dissociate. Mi, Mornard. ftom 
the alleged irregularities of i i 

G “ Dashidesioun hia: Arashian = evelusionasy). absisly. haa) agted 
roclamation to the effect that’ it will no longer support. tio present reactionary 
jovernment. 

Corps Diplomatique—Lieutenant Klein, the new German military attaché, has 
arrived at Tehran, Me W. A. Smart arrived at: ‘Tehmn from Slime on tho, Gtk 
December to act as Oriental secretary for Mr, Churcbill, who is alisont on leave, 

W. A, SMART, 


Resht and Kazvin. 


Some disturbanes waa caused daring the month by an attempt on tho part of the 
local authorities to attach the property of one Lascarides, a Greek, for non-payment of 
taxes. 
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Several extensive purcliases of landed property by Russian subjects are reported 

gop Ube Cossck fore at Kaan which Tad been greatly reduced Is been ingress to 
men, 
‘Three bundred men of the gendarmerie under two Swedis officers are ni 

‘stationed on the Kazvin-Hamadan ris ee bs ees sa 





Meshed. 


On the rd December Mr, Meriton, Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph ni 
travelling from Meshed towards ‘Tehran on line duty, was attacked uy arene 
near Maiomeh. | the driver of the carriage and « servant of the Telegraph Depart. 
ment were killed, and the caravan was entirely looted, b *. Meriton suc i 
Semele eaita ‘as entirely looted, but Mr. Meriton succeeded in 
tho ot igh called Jehangir is levying blickmail from all travellers at Miandasht on 
he au re road, 

Robberies to the value of 
district. 

No further information in support of the rumoured outbreak of pla 
ome to hand In the Rieanwhile its reported that the Russian Ree int 
ted 250 Cossucks on the Perso-Afichan frontier with several hundreds of loval levi 
Iced iieaey reenter if rot uneasiness ak Hoy erie 


‘The Russian authorities haye constructed a new customs pos 
R ies have construct ci t and a cantonme 
Dihaneh Shuraba near Khusk, J beet 


Prince Dabija is expected shortly to return to Meshed. 








45,0001, are reported to have taken place in the Turbat 











Asterabad. 





Salar-ed-Dowleh arrived at Khoja Nafas on the 11th November, and 
lotters to the Turcoman chiefs inviting them te join yi ee ae 


‘The Russian troops, which have been quartered during the summer Su 
have avturned to Asterabud ‘ ‘ sates Rea aie, 

It is reported that the Russia 
Tabriz, 








consul, M. Ivanof, has been transferred to 





Tepahan, 


‘The town has been quieter duringe the past month 
have been operating in the neighbourhood, "A part 
Governor-General, aro reported 40 haw oll 
the Shiraz rou 

in Teh 





Dut several bands of robbers 
° ff Bakhtiari, sent out by the 
to have come into collision with Kulgilui tribesmen on 
‘nd to have lost ten killed and wounded, The Bakhtiari khans 
state that they haye no knowledge of this incident, 
Hea wind as. been mao throughout the month and largo caravans of 
have been passing 

A of oir Akiadh, wit 
Yerdiklast with the object of escor 


























several chiefs, are reported to have come to 
ng caravans, in onler to gain the confidence of 








Naib Hussein is again installed at Kashan. 


Yezd. 
An expedition has been dispatched by 
tho robb i 
‘Travellers repor 
‘one case 47, being ask 


ras to chastise 





ds by road guards on the Ispahan ronte, in 
for w single day's journey. 





Ko 
Amir-i-Mufakhom his announced his resiguation several times during the m 

alleging that, the Coutral Government would supply him neither with mor 

cartiidges Soma 20,000 tor ans have subsequent fy 

_, Lt is reported from Sirjau (vide monthly summary, 27th November) that 

indeoinivo battle was fought between Sardar Nusrat and: the combined Balaalve acd 

Farsi. ‘The latter forces are suid to have numbered over 6,000 men, 





“man. 





th, 
5 ioney nor with 
y been paid over to him. 

















-ppyid Khan of Bam has collected a force to march ‘against Nawab Khan, th 
Ses of the Bameri tribe, Nawab Khan hins concentrated his forces at Dallued, near 
mpur, 
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Kermanshah. 


Daring the month, discontent and robbery have been increasing in the town and 
prices hive been steadily rising. ‘There have also been rumours of a projected attack 
‘on the town by rebels. ‘The state of the provines has also been growing steadily 
worse. ‘The Balawand tribe are raiding in the districts to the south, A. section of 
the Galkhini Guran, under Kambar Sultan, have oocupied a position on the Baghdad 
Toad and are looting alll earavans, Another section of the Guran have been threatening. 
the property of the oil company at Kasr Shirin, 

'No authority exists to cope with these disorders. On the 90th November Farman 
Farma officially notified His Majesty's consul that in consequence of the recall to 
‘Tehran of the 150 Cossacks, which constituted his sole remaining force, he had tendered 
his resignation, Tt is worthy of note that this foros was recalled by the Russian 
colonel contrary to the wishes of the Persian Government, on the ground that the 
men of tle Cossack brigade become’ undisciplined when they remain long away from 
the regiment, x 

a Majesty's consul fears further disorders in the town as a result of their 
recall, 











Seistan, 


On the 17th December some 100 soldiers attempted to take bast in the consulate, 
complaining that their pay was in arrears, and that the Persian Government, had 
telegraphed orders dismissing many of them without: compensation, and reducing. the 
wy of the remainder, Among the troops dismissed were fifty eamel riders for protecting 
tho Kuhi Malik Siah road, Representations have been made by the legation to the 
Persian Government with a view to the retention of these Intler and « settlement 
of the question of the arrears of pay. 
Major Prideaux took charge of the consulate on the 26th November, on the 
departure of Captain Hunter, 

















Shiraz, 


Major O'Connor, His Majesty's consul, arrived at Shiraz on the 5th December, in 
the pluce of Mr. Smart, transferred to Tehran, 
the 11th December a shooting-party, composed of Major Kettlowell and 

akfordslofithe (Central dla Horee, ose pasta by Guanty/ate’wowataland 
Daggage caravan, were attacked by robbers on the Bushire roud, between Khanch 

ian and Dastarjin. In the firing which ensued, Captain Eokford was killed, Tho 
nder of the party succeeded in returning safely to Shiraz, 
Mukhl ultaneh has appointed Soulat-ed-Dowleh ilkhani of the Kashgai. 























Bushire, 





‘The Turkish consul is reported to have advised the abolition of the post of 
Turkish consul at Bushire, and the ereation instead of a consulate at Lingab, ‘The 
importance of being in close touch with Oman is the supposed reason for the proposed 
change. 





Aliwas. 









All the Kubgilui tribes are reported to be opposed to. the Bakhtiari régime in the 
Kubyilui country. ‘They are removing their property to the more inaccessible parts of 


their territory. 
? COLERIDGE KENNARD. 











(1659) No. dd, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received January 13, 1913 ) 
(No. 268.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 23, 1912. 
WITH reference to the first paragraph of iny telegram No, 430 of the 20th July 
respecting Hormuz. oxide, I learn that the Persian Government have permitted 
Messrs. Strick to resume shipments of oxide and that Muin-ut-Tujjar is again 
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exploiting the Hormuz mines, but on G t uw r 
supervision of the Customs admicietation, os “ooount Sm nde tho direct 
Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





[1660] No. 45. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 13, 1913.) 
(No. 269.) 
ir, Tehran, December 23, 1912, 

UPON the receipt of your telogram No, 691 of the, 26th ulti, faforaine imo 
that a sum of 15,0001. had been placed to my credit at the Imperial Bank of Persia for 
the purpose of assisting the finances of the administration of Fars, I consulted the 
treasurer-general as to how best this money could be deposited in the bank in such a 
manner as to secure its buing devoted to the purpose for which it was intended, and so 
ts te offend as Ute as powible Rerian suscentiblites, that ore apt to be tender when 
an effort is mide to control the expenditure of money advanced he Government on 
which interest has to be i - a eee CN Ciera 

v ith M, Mornard, and some privat - 
Spondency, which resulted ina letter dated the Ist instant, copy of which io 
enclosed, Thad a private conversation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. I thon 
addressed a note to his Highness on the 10th instant, copy of which Ihave the honour 
to enclose, informing him that His Majesty's Government had consented to make a 
further: advance to the Persian Government of 15,000/., upon the same conditions as 
the previous advances made during the present year, to meet the pressing fnancial 
Tuquirements of the province of Fars, By arrangement with Ali-es-Sultaneh, T sent 
his Highness the same day a memorandum privately, copy enclosed, explaining th 
‘arrangement made with M. Mornard for the control of the expenditure of this non 
Ton the same day addressed a letter to M. M firming the arrangement 
copy enclosed, and issued the necessary instructions to the manager of the Lmperial 
Bank, I also had the honour to advise ‘you of the steps that had been taken end of 
the Governor-General’s uccoptance of the arrangement made by my telegram No. 627 
of the Loth December. Acting upon the advice of the mauager of the Imperial Bank 
T subsequently sont a cheque for the 15,000 to the treasurer-general, “I have the 
Honour to trananit herowith » copy of his reply, acknowledging the receipt of the 
money, and enclosing a copy of his letter of ‘0 the hank respecting 
the opanig of apesial wooo ee 
3 pon the arrival of Major O'Connor at Shiraz, he at once proceeded to the 
Givouston of the uncial siteaton with the Govemnoe Genet oak eee 

egram, copy enclosed, on the 13th instant of Mukhber-es-Sultaneh’s views 
will, be soon from a porusil of this telegram that Mukhber entertains but little 
confidence in the Belgian officals, For this feeling there is probably some personal 
reason, because there must certainly haye been more than I succeeded in elu idating in 
M, Mornard’s persistent opposition in financial matters to Mukhber-es-Sultanch durin 
the months that preceded his Excellency’s departure from Tehran, 1 have : 
told by Mr Sinart that he had occasion on his journey up from’ 

Hhorate thy Governor-Genoral’s suspicions that M. Morird had seut a special m 
accompany Mukhher on his journey, that he might spy upon him. Under these 
circuinstances, it is not surprising th: he Governor-General is st 
Mi Monsid wad Usborne 8 hee SoverneGenera is upp 

ies and [ have impressed upon the treasurer-general that, 

Hon is to be «permanent success, he must instruct his represen 

to be more conciliatory in their att ‘ ial. It 

surpr stich personages 
believing is adopted by som 


not 
sich there is good ews for 
i icials, who are for the most part 
men of quite | ik to discern. Tu subseaiuent 
telegrams, whic put forward his reasons why 
he thought that. the appoi ‘of a British siya T have 

ined in provions despatches, as also in the telegram to Major O'Connor, which 
forms the enclosure in my immediately preceding despate is for not agreeing 
with him, and there is mio to repeat the uld, however, beg 
todd that M, Morvard has assured me that M. Stas, the Belgian agent, who should 


aL 


reach Shiraz in « few days, is an especially conciliatory person, who has always succeeded 
in getting on well with Persian officials, ‘ 

From the tenor of the last telegram, dated the 20th instant, copy enclosed, from 
Major O'Connor, reporting a conversation with the Persian representative of the 
treasurer-general, it would appear that he has formed a good opinion of this man, to 
whom he gave valuable advice as to the manner in which the finances of the province 
should be handled. have approved Major O'Connor's language used on this occasion. 
‘The 20,000 tomans referred to coustitutes the first instalment drawn from the 18,0001, 
(say 82,000 tomans) advanced by His Majesty's Government. [ sanctioned. its 
transfer to the Bank of Shiraz at the request of M, Mornard, who was pressed by the 
Government to send money to Shiraz to meet. the immediate expenditure likely to be 
required for the expedition to punish the authors of the Dastarjin incident. “I have 
advised Major O'Connor that this money can only be spent with his approval. 

In conclusion I would venture to state that Tam strongly of opinion that it would 
be unwise and unfair to meddle with M. Mornard’s plans until it has been proved that 
they are doomed to failure, Were we to insist upon a British financial agent at Shiraz 
& situation would be created that would react disastrously. in the north, where 
M. Mornard’s officers have to contend against the opposition of the local authorities, 
who in many cases receive the open support of the consular officers, 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Bnelosure 1 in No, 45, 


AM. Mornard to Sir W. Townley. 


1 indie temps, !indiquer les conditions, auxquelles 
Sir Edward Grey désirerait) voir subordonner les payements imputés sur le erddit do 
15,0001. dont il s'agit, : 
co qui concerne Ie second point, jestime avec vous quiil est utile de prendre 
toutes les mesures néoossaires afin qué Vargent soit bien employs et qu'il serve 
réellement au but anquel il est destiné, 

Pour atteindis co résultat, jo préconise Ia méthode suivante: le Gouyernour 
g6uéral établirait son budget pour iin terme de trois mois de telle sorte que ses dépenses 
mensuelles ne dépasseraic é 

Le projet du Gouver \éral serait attentivement examiné par le délégué du 
trésorior général A Chiraz et porté A la connaissance du consul britannique, qui, 
éventuellement, vous adresserait telles objections qu'il jugerait A propos de faire, 

Je nfordonnancerais les payements (environ $0,000, tomans par mois ow. 15,000 par 
Hninvaine) qwaprds avoir pris voire avis, En attendant, los fonds seraient déposés la 
nque Impériale en compte séparé sous la Génomination * Trésorier général—Fara.” 

Co systme est & peu pros identique A celui que yous recommandez, ayeo la légdre 
difference qu tion du consul & Chiraz serait peut-Ctre, en upparenee, mo 
effective et ne froisserait pas cortaines susceptibilités locales qu'il est, X mon avis, utile 
de ménager. 

Aussitdt que les fonds dont il sugit seront disponibles, je transférerai 10,000 tomans 
son Excellence Mokbber-es-Sultaneh, (Il en a reeu 20,000 dernidrement,) 

Veuiller, &e. 
MORNARD. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 45, 


Sir W. Townley to Ala-es-Sultanch, 


Your He Tehran, December 10, 1912. 


AS L had the honour to inform you some days ago verbally, ‘His Majesty's Govern 
ment, having learned that the administration of the province of Fars was in need of 
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financial assistance to enable the Governor-general to carry out in a suitable manner 
the duties of his high offi, kave authorised me to advance a sum of 13,0001. to the 
Imperial Government for thy special requirements of a province in which British 
interests are very considerable, 
nsultation with the treasurer-general, I yesterday instructed the manager 
il Bank of Persia to place a kran equivalent of the above-mentioned sum 
ial account, intituled “"Trésorier général—Fars, 

‘am instructed by His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
to inform your Highness that His Majesty's Government have made this further 
advanico to the Imperial Government upon the same conditions as to interest, security, 
and mode of repayment as the previous advances that have been made during the 
current year. 

Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWN! 


Enclosure 3 in No. 45. 
Memorandum. 


dans Hemploi de la nouvelle avance de 
15,0000, faite par le Gouvern Gouvernement Impérial, afin de 
{acilitor Vodministration ¢ ill a 6&6 Gtabli, d’accord’ avec le 
trévorier gér a 6 & établir un budget pour un 
torme de tr 
er vement 
général porté a la connaissance du 
Hement adresierait au Ministre d’Angleterre a Téhéran 
talles object it propos de faire 
Les pa donnaneds par le trésorier général, tous les mois ou tous 
Jew quinze jours, snivant le bese woment, apres avoir pris Vavis du Ministre 
A'Angletorto, Las fonds reront déposés A la Banque Tmpériale en compte séparé sous la 
dguominntion “'Présorien général Bars.” 


Légation britannique, U'éhéran, 
le 10 décembre, 1912. 


Enclosure 4 in No, 45. 
Sir W. Townley to M. Mornard, 


v général, Téhéran, le 10 décembre, 1912, 
rant Ala comespondence officieuse qui a eu lieu dernidrement entre nous 
deux au sujet dime nouvelle avance de 15,0002 que le it de Sa Majesté 
britannique a bien voulu faire au r Impérial afin de venir en aide A la 
situation financidre de la province de Fars, je m'empresse de vous fair savoir que 
donné hier les ins inex au directeur de la Banque Impériale de Perse 
afin qu'il ony it spc le ne susmentionuée, 
sous la déuon Je dois ajouter que Sir E. Grey 
n'a ondonné do faire savoi H jrsan que cet argent est desting 
soulement aux besoins de Vadministration de Fars, et qu'il est sujet aux anémes 
conditions, quit au taux d'intérét, garantio et mode de remboursement, que les autres 
avnnees qui ont été faites par le! Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique A celui de 
Perso dius Ie cours de cette année, 

Quant A la fagon dont on doit « 
jo suis d’accord avee nase du. 1" décembre, 
Je ne nanquerat pas votre propositi de Sa Majesté, qui 
se mottra XL di le votre délégné & Chitaz afin d’examiner le plan qui ‘sera 
labors et le Gouverneur yénéral. 


aura le p aivee vous le budget de la province qui vous sera soumis, 


vee side des observations que le consul brit jugera A propos de me fournir, eb 
vous procdderez i ordounincer les payements suivant'les nécessités du moment. 
Veuillez, &e, 
‘WALTER TOWNLEY 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 45, 
M. Mornard to Sir W. Townlé 


M. le Minstre, Téhéran, le V7 décembre, N12, 
VAT Vhonneur de vous accuser récoption de vos lettres des 10 et 11 décembre 
courant et du chéque de 19,0002, qui accompagnait le dernidra, ; 
Conformément & votre désir, jai versé co_montant en compte courant spécial 
intitulé “ Compte Trésorier général—Fars,” lequel ne sera ultérieurement débité que de 
sommes. translérdes, direstetnent A Yagoteo’flnancitre do Chitas, pour les déponses 
gouvernementales de cette province, dont Vutilité et Purgence auront été préalablement 
reconnues par lx Légation britannique. a < 
Je eros euperia dajonter quo je parte ontibrement,yotre manibo do. voir 
exprimée dans votre lettre du 10 décembre relative au méme objet. 
Veuiller, ke, 
MORNARD, 


Enclosure 6 in No. 45. 
M. Mornard to Mr. Wood (Imperial Bank of Persia), 


M, Directeur en chef, Péhéran, lo 17 décombre, 1918. 

FAT Vhouneur de vous faire parvenir cigjoint un chique de 15,0002, Vordre du 
trisorier général, en vous priant den eréditer un compte spécial que vous ouvrities, sous 
Ja dénomination de “‘Trésorier général—Fars.” 4 

Ce compte spécial trouve sa raison d’Otre dans Ie fait que les sommes qui soront 
ultéricurement retirées par le trésorier général doivent étre exclusivement affectdes aux 
Aépenses gouvernementales de la provitice du Furs ot direotoment. transférdes d Vagent 
fiuancier de Chiraz. . 

Srespare que vous ne verrez pas d'inconvénient & erder pareil compte courant, et je 
vous prie, &e, 

Le Tresorier général, 
MORNARD, 


Enclosure 7 in No. 45, 


Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 198,) . 
(Velographie.) Shiraz, December 13, 1912. 

T COMMUNICATED substance of your telegram No 171 to the Governor= 
General to-day. 

Regarding financial age ready spoken to mo veri 
plainly of his distrust of treasures mployés in general, With 
regard to treasurer-general’s local agent, he says he does not object to the principle of 
general supervisory control of finances by European agent, but he thinks attempt by 
Europeans to exercise direct executive functions over collection of revenue will bly 
lead to friction in the province. He dwelt on the need for elasticity in system, and 
nuscessity of cousiering loa! prejudius and musceptiilities, pecially in view of pres 
weakness of Government, and lack of material force to support executive, He fears 
European might desire to insist on too rigid a system, and might prove too little amenable 
to Governor-General’sadviee in difficult and delicate cases. He ts, however, prepared for 
his part to try to work in harmony with the new agent, and in answer to your mn 
in telegram under reply, he declares he hus already done his best to place his relations 
with AL, Morand ous Giondly (ooting, and’ that You may veat aunuied ap fution wil 
arise between him and finance office here if he can possibly prevent it. At the same 
time, [oan see that he profoundly dislikes idea of Belgian agent, upon whos personality, 
and tact much will now depend. Similar sentiment seems to prevail here, and there is 
threat of agitation against Stas on his arrival on the part of principal land-owners and 
tax-payers. 
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Enclosure 8 in No. 45. 





Consul O'Conner to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 214.) 
(Welexraphic.) 

QUESTION of finance. A é 

Mirza Mustapha Khan, inspector finances in Fars, called on me last night 
to bring me telegram from Morard, in which he is instructed to examine Governor- 
Generals budget scheme for expenditure of borrowed money during the next thres 
months, and to show it to consul before telegraphing it to Mornard. Telegram also states 
that the sum of 20,000 tomans will be sent, Mustapha Khan knows nothing about this 
latter sum, but presumes that it must be intended to meet extraordinary expenses of 
Governor-Cenerul’s measures to punish the perpetrator of the recent outrage. 

Inspector also showed me summary of budget prepared by the Governor-General. 
Tt consists merely of list of lump sums under various headings amounting in all to 
99,000 tomans, and ir is uot aware how the total was arrived at, and whether the 
Governor-Geneval has made any: attempt to work the matter out in detail, He, therefore, 
proposes during the next few days to prepare detailed budget himself, He informed 
me that there are con rable arrears due to the troops and police here, and asked 
whetlor it would be leyitimate to include these in the new budget. suid that thought 
not, a loan of 15,0001. was primarily intended to enable the Governor-General so to- 
Congitnise his province diving the next three months as to start administration in ensuing 
fin inl year in such strength that he would be able to collect his revenue and maintai 
order throughout his province, 1 therefore advis ector so to frame budget that 
its headings should: includ such items of recurring and capital expenditure as 
might be ro. lying within normal needs of the provincial administration, and 
that it might constitute model for ensuing years also ; and to prepare also supplementary 
budget for such extraordinary expenses as arrears und special punitive expedition. Funds 
to inst these latter estimates would be fortheoming partly from 20,000 tomans promised 
by treasirergencral, and partly trom such provincial revenues ax might be collected 
botore the close of the current financial year, If these resources were insuflicient, further 
‘grant should be wsked for from ‘Tobran 

Inspector entirely agreed, and has promised to prepare budget on these 
seoms to be asonsible man, and has impressed me very favourably. 

Full det of course be telegraphed. to you for your approva 
recrive then olichlly. “Meanwhile, I trust you approve generally of my advi 
inspector. It seems to mo that if we allow this 18,0001, or any considerable portion of 

to be away in purposes which can be of no permanent use to. th 
10 better off than it was before, Whe 
exponditure of this sum is so arranged as finances and forces of Fars on a firm, 
basis, and to consti vodel for tutu we shall have laid the foundations of 
real constructive policy upon which to build in future years 


Shiraz, December 20, 1912. 
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(1661) No. 46, 





Sir W. Pownley to Sir Bdward Gi 


(Received January 133, 1913.) 








Tehran, December 24, 1912. 
I HAVE the houour to report that an arrangement lias been agreed to by 
Persian Government under which the Cossack Brigade under Russian officers will be 
inereased to about 4,300 men in all, ‘Their present strength is about 1,800 men in 
‘Tehran and a newly constituted force of 650 men at Tabriz, as reported in my despatch 
No. 109 of the 7th August, ‘The arrangement will necessitate the engagement of two 
or three more Russian officers. [tis not to come into force until a loan of sufficient 
importance has bi le to allow of the necessary funds being fortlicoming. ‘The 
pay of the men has jial that of the gendarmerie. ‘This 
Inerease of pay will commouce on the Ist danuai 

You, sir, arv of course well aware of the fact that the members of the Cossack Brigade 
enjoy all the privileges of Russian protection, In addi is it is used as an 
infhiential Russinnising force. ‘Chereare schools for acquiring Russian for the children 
of the men, the non-commissioned officers and of the ollicers, as also a course at which 
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the Persian officers and non-commissioned officers can learn Russian. Only about 300 


or 400 of the men are stationed at Tehran, the remainder are scattered about at Astarabad, 
Resht, and elsewhere in the north. 


Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 















1662) No. 47. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Baicard Grey.—(Received January 13, 1913.) 


(No. 271.) 
Sir, Tehran, Decomber 24, 1912. 

WITH reference to my despatch No 265 of yesterday's date I have the honour 
to transmit to you herewith copy ofa further telegram, as marked in the margin, which 
T have received from his Majesty's consul at Shiraz, putting forward further reasons 
why he considers it, desirable that the force which the Governor-General proposes to 
create should be under British officers, 

Major O'Connor points out that it would now seem almost certain that his Majesty's 
Government will find themselves constrained to send a military expedition into Southern 
Persia in the course of the next few months, adding that ib will be too late to do this 
spring if a delay of four months, as 1 have suggested, be accorded to Mukhber-es- 
Sultaneh. This would mean that an expedition could not be sent until the autumn and 
would only be dispatched in the event of a troublous state of affairs continuing and not 
asa punitive expedition resulting from the many outrages, culminating in the murder 
of Captain Hekford that have orcured during the past twalve montho, ‘Thi argument 
would seem to anticipate that the Governor-General will be unable to restore order, 
and in my humble opinion ignores somewhat too much the ninture of the aflronts suffered 
by the British uniform, 

I would personally welcome any scheme that would obviate the despatch of a 
British expeditionary. forgs, provided hut satisfactory, Mossured aro taken to [protect 
British honour and that it had a fair chance of success, Imust own that I am some- 
‘what more optimistic in this respeot than Major O'Connor, granted that time, and more 
specially money, be given for the purpose. 

Tess more tat prdbable Giat Bri fl com would eons eueaeetil (an Spr, 
but I am still of opinion that endless friction would ensue were two military forces to 
bo created in Fars under officers of the two nationalities, I do not think that the 
analogy of the north is acceptable, ‘The Cossack brigade was in existence long before 
the gendarmerie under Swedish officers was ereated and. their functious do not in any 
way clash, whereas in the south the two forces would be called upon to perforin 
prictically similar duties and the one would certainly suffer in the material recruitable 
to the advantage of the other. I am further of opinion that the Governor-General, 
won once. the question was put to hi, would be in hl heart avorgo to any foreignore 
In spite of his having enjoyed an Europeau education he is a Persion of the old school 
and a well-known advocate of the theory that foreign advisers are undesirable because 
they do not understand the Persians, 























Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





Enclosure in No, 47. 





Consul O'Connor to Sir W, Townley. 


No, 215.) 
(Telegraphic.) Shiraz, December 23, 1912, 








T QUITE appreciate full force of your argument, against employi 
financial and military positions here, bit befo i 
try and put before you my 

Te seems to me that Hix Majesty's Government are now definitely confronted with 
the practical certainty of having to send a large expedition into Southern Persia durin, 
the course of the next few months. Delay of four months, to give Governor-General 
chance of doing something, will make it too late for operations to take place in the 
spring ; s0, in the event which we all anticipate, that the Persian Government, aud 

[1602] cs N 





hen in 
dropping the matter altogether, may T 








neral view of the situati 
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ol are aware question of employing British military officers in Southern 
Persia is not a new one, Jt has been definitely proposed on one occasion by His 
Majesty's Governnient, and was discussed at Balmoral. Lrealise that difficulties might 
by employing British and Swedish officers side by side, but if the respective 
‘of the gendarmerie and military were carefully differentiated and defined, I 
scarcely. think there es would. prove insuperable may I remind you that 
two forces offionred respectively by Mustian and. Swe Northern 
Persia and appow tow Noab antuertatious ‘Nari coal the organisation of a 
military force by British officers be rgurded as any reflection whatever upon the 
gendarmerie might remain here, and might continue to carry out the 
duties of gendarmerie such as policing roads, &e.; whilst the military foree would have 
its hend-quartons at Shiraz and would be available for more purely’ military measures 
‘uch ws coercion and punishment of troublesome tribes or of stich armed bands as 
bo too strong for the gendin to tackle, 
My ressons for thinking Swedish officers ure not altogether suitable for the task 
‘re, firstly, oxperionee in dealing with eastern peoples is too-limited to enable 
‘w short time to accommodate themselves to the peculiar couditions prevailing 
in Porsin, ‘Thin wo lave all seow already. And, secondly, I may that the 
i enorl has already spoken to me with some bitterness of his dislike of their 
wthods; their hygh-handedness, their Lick of taot and elasticity, &e. And in my 
opinion he ix justified in these strictures. Whereas, I think be generally 
admitted that the Indian army could supply not one but many officers of precisely the 
right type for euch « task, a tle additional qualifications of knowledge of the 
Porsiait language and pra of hill warfare 
But granted the iany ditticulties and anomalies in the situation, qu 
ils; is it better to continue our present’ indefinite 
which in the opinion of yourself and other competent jud 
must inevitably dispatching an or to make at any rate an attempt 
‘4 w more consttuctive policy which mey eventually place admivisteation of Fars on 
‘stable basis, whether by methods which E have stigyested or by any others which 
ny occur to you or to your other advisers, 







































































































































Tteave the question of the financial agent aside and only hope that Stas will 
prove tactfil and amenable, 
As to th 





presence of cavalry regiment here I propose to address you again later 
on with definite proposals, 

















(1181) No. 48. 
Sir W. Toienley to Sir Bdicard Grey. —(Received January 9, 1913.) 











Tehran, December 26, 1912. 
y despatch No. 248 of the 29th ultimo, I lave the Honour to 
jort the following movements of Russian troops as recorded by His Majesty’s acting 
vice-vonsul at Resli 












‘Thirty Cossacks and infantry with two oflicers arrived on the 5th December at 
Resht from Russia; on the 10th December a military motor lorry with arms and 
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ammunition and three officers left Resht for Kazvin; another followed on the 
ith December with six Cossacks; 110 infantry and seven waggons of arms and 


amniunition left Resht for Kazyin on the 23rd December. 


Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 








T1182) a 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. 
(No. 273.) 
Sir, 


49, 





(Received January 9, 1913,) 


: Tehran, Decomber 20, 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith eopy of a despatch which 1 have 
received from His Majesty’s consul at Kermanshah, reporting upon the condition of 
the road between the Turkish frontier and Kermanshah, and between the latter placo 
and Hamadan. 

On the receipt of Mr. Consul McDouall’s despatch 1 spoke tomy Russian colleague 
on the subject of the disgraceful state of affairs prevailing on the roads in. question, 
as, if the figures given by Mr. MeDouall are correct, the exactions reported appear to 
be worse than on the Bushire-Shiraz road, I then learnt that an arrangement had 
just been concluded between the Russian and Persian Governments under which the 
‘sum of 30,000 tomans (about 6,000I,) a-month will be guaranteed by the Russian Bank 
for an indofinite period to the Governor-General of Kermanshah, for the maintenanco 
of a military foree and the expenses of the provincial administration, ‘The money will 
be refunded from the next advance or from the receipts of the northern customs when 
the existing advances have been paid off, 

Tt is hoped that, with the assistance of this assured monthly allowance, the 
Governor-General may be in_a position to secure a restoration of that order on the 
roads in his province, which is of such vital importance to British trade, 

T have, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 



































Enclosure in No. 49. 


Consul MeDowall to Sir W. Townley. 





. 138) 
ir, Kermanshaly, Decomiber 5, 1912, 

T HAV the honour to report that at present the exactions on the toads trom the 
frontier to Kermanshab, and from the latter place to Hamadiny, are very. heavy, and 
there is no safety on the roads. Ihave reason to believe that the trans 
gladly pay a smaller fee once and for all if no further exaction wore During 
the last year it is estimated that the roadguards have collected between 160,000 tomans 
30,0002.) and 200,000 tomans (10,0002) between the frontier and Kermanshah alone, 
ne British subject, owning ninety-one camels on each trip, paid 18 krans (7s) in all 
on cach camel divided between twenty different posts. 

Rahdari on goods is abolished, but it seem impossible to prevent the collection of 
feos called karasurani or *salamat-rao” from the muleteers, and this way not bo 
covered by the abolition of rahdari. 

A proportion of the transporters are Turkish ubjects ; one man is « British subject 
and the rest are Persians. During the year Tanguz-il, according to the published 
customs statistics, 4,220,766 batmans of merchandise arrived at Kermanshah, Tho 
majority of the animals are mules, taking from 40 to 60 batmans, a number of camels 
taking up to 70 batmans, and some donkeys taking from 20 to 30. If we take an 
average of 40 batmans tothe load we should have in round numbers 100,000 safle 
On the return journey many of the animals are unloaded. Supposing 3} krans per 
animal were collected on the journey to, and 1} krans on the journey from Kermanshah, 
4 total of 50,000 tomans (10,0001.) might be collected. From Hamadan to Kermanshah 
the same amounts might te collected on, sy, 70,000 animals, making a total of 
85,000 tomans 17,0001.) altogether, and there would be a further sum from passengers 
(mounted only) and internal traffic; this is a main pilgrim route. Details as to 
varying charge for camels, mules, and donkeys would have to be worked out, but the 
cstimate of 40 batmans per animal allows for this. 
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It has been estimated that a sum of $0,000 tomans (16,000L,) should be sufficient 
10 pay for a proper system of guards from the frontier to Hamadan. ‘The servico 
would have to be arranged under a European, say, a Swedish gendarmerie officer, who 
would raise local guards, but who should have a sinall nucleus of men from elsewhere. 
Receipts and expenditure would naturally be under the control of the director of 
customs and revenue, ‘The fees would have to be collected at a fixed place, say, at the 
bridge of Zohab for the frontier, and at the Karasu bridge for the Hamadan road. A 











printed receipt would be given for each payment, and no other fees, except the grazin 
fees, would be permitted, It is doubtful if this could be arranged ntl the authority 


of the governor has been imposed on the tribes who are at ii 
independent position. earn malas 


lhe continued diflieulty on the roads is very serious. The goods are chiefly 
British, and a large proportion are Dritish owned. "Most of the merchants are, British 
subjects, so that the stato of the roads only really interests ourselves and the ‘Turkish 
Government. ‘This is in the Russian sphere, but the Russians have no commercial 
interests in Kermanshiah, and, in fact, the interruption of these routes is positive 
Advantage to them ay allowing their goods to compote with ours in Hamadan, ‘ Culess 
some system be instituted by the Persians to safeguard traffic the only alternative 
would be for the ‘Turks to undertake it, which is the solution advocated by my Turkish 


colleague. 
Lhave, de. 
W. M. McDOUALL, 





























(1283) No. 50, 





India Office to Foreign Office. (Received Jana 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India prese compli 

s tary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

Fi pee ae Aaa eat and forwards herewith, be the ions on “of 
e Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Vice dated Sth J y; 

1913, regarding the Porsian Gull, ins SSE Se PLEA Nets 


Tndia Office, January 9, 


9.) 
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Enclosure in No, 50. 











Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 
(Telegraphie,) P. January 8, 1913 
WH hye not had time to consider as fully as vo could have deste question 


referred to in your telegram of the iird instant of uaval and military positi. 
t i n of the ded of nayal and military position n 
of Porsian Gulf, Our views, however, are these : a ae 


Tt is assumed that ‘Trans-Persian Railway will touch the coast al 
either with main line or Bare He Da a ts Goatees A ak 


Oli this assumption, security of naval control of Pen 
opinion, either— 





































Gulf requires, in our 


1, Holding positions on Hormuz, Larak, and Kishm Islands ix 
P 3H muz, Larak, and m Islands in order to command 
Approaches to and so make s a in Clarence Strait. Simultaneously, 
rights (apparently possessed by us in virtue of treaty of 1801 with Muscat) of 
pre he al ia pa must be enforced: or 

2, Hstablishnient of a ion at Khor Kawai, with a simultaneous ensurin 
of our positions in respect of three islands mientioned above. This would be effected 
sites by their actual occupation or by an agreement with Persia: or 

To secure anchorage in Clarence Strait, at same time setting up at Khor Kawi 
8 coaling station, ‘This course is combination of alternatives Land Ss Neo? Sawa 




























Considered from strategie point of ¥ 
ood anchoraze with plenty of room: it pros 
from which to control the waters of the ( 
anchorage, considerable force wy 
of approach, and, further, there 
‘eoulingg station, 





fist couse admits of pros 
ies also what is probably best position 
if. On the other hand, to dele I the 
nl be required to command the different c 

lack of good harbour which could be 


















ed us a 














49 

By second, course a more easily and efficiently defensible position is afforded. 
For coaling station we could use harbour at Khor Kawai. On the other hand, there 
is much less space in the anchorage, while strategic position is not so good as that of 
Clarence Strait as Persian littoral is not dominated. Bae 

‘The most effective control of Gulf would be afforded by third alternative, which, 
however, involves more extensive defensive measures, Also it appears unnecessary, 
for the purpose we have in view, that position on both shores should be oecupied— 
compare analogous eases of Aden and Gibraltar. Probably effective control could be 
obtained by having on one shore a securely established ‘base, together with, on the 
opposite shore, either flying naval station or rights of pre-emption. fie 

We cannot at. present estimate extent of defences and number of military 
garrison which would be necessitated by the above or any other measures designed 
to give us naval control of waters of Gulf, Vor purpose of Trans-Persian Railway, 
we think, on the whole, that the first course suggested is preferable, but thore. are 
ent obstacles to getting Persia to come to an agreement with regard to Henjam, 
‘shm, Larak, or Hormuz, As regards the former, the establishment of telegraph 
station has strengthened our position, and, if it is found impossible to concert an 
agreement with Persia, it might be feasible unobtrusively to establish ourselves by 
other methods on the three other islands. Does not. tho treaty with France, 1862, 
as interpreted in Bandar-Gissch case, prevent us obtaining from the Sultan a lease of 
Khor Rawai whoreby we would bo abo to sot up there a coaling station ox a naval 
ase? Otherwise thre should be little difficulty in inducing His Highness to grant 
us such a lease if found necessary. 














(1262) No. 51. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Groy—(Received January 9.) 
No. 13, 
(aia hic.) Tehran, January 9, 1913, 


YOUR telegram No. 6 of 8th January : Lighthouse on Sheikh Shunib, i 

Answer to my memorandum is most unsatisfactory, merely stating that Persian 
Government are ready to negotiate on the basis of projects submitted to my predecessor 
on 8th February, which was fonnd unacceptable, 2 i 

As it was clear that the memorandum emanated from a subordinate source I did 
not intend to return to the question before the new Cabinet was formed. 

Twill now await instructions. 








No, 52, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey. 


1273) 





(Received January 9.) 
(No. 13,) 
(Telographic.) Constantinople, January 9, 1913, 

BEHIRAN telegram No, 3 of 2nd January: Turco-Persian frontier. 

The acting consul-general at Bagdad has no information respecting the dispatch 
of troops to the districts mentioned. On the contrary, some of the frontier garrisons 
have been withdrawn. 

(Gent to Tehran.) 





(1090) No. 53. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No.8) A 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, January 9, 1913. 





YOUR telegram No, 11 of 7th January : Formation of Min 

Tapprove your language to Motamin-il-Mulk, and of the p of reforms, 
1 presume thai point 3 would be « part of general financial 1 You should 
explain to Motamin-ul-Mulk that it is not in the power of His Majesty's Government to 
promise a lange loon, as this is primarily « matter for financiers, but that ws soon a 
strony and honest administration is formed they will do all that is possible to make the 
flotation of a loan practicable, and to furnish an advance upon it at once, It should 
be easy for you to convince him of the good-will of His Majesty's Government, 

(Repested to St. Petersburgh, No. 21.) 
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[1090] No, 54, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 





(No, 22.) 

(Telegeapic.) Foreign Office, Janw 
MY telegram No. 8 of to-day to Sir W. Townley: Formation of Persian Ministry. 
You should communicate substanee to Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

at once. 











(2462) No. 55, 


Minute by Sir L. Mallet. 
Sir B. Grey, 
I MENTIONED to Mr, Greenway, in 





fidence, the possibility of our asking the 
railway saydtcty to) sorieto\ aout farrongersents with tie) Traue’Peraian tails 
T told him that the Persian Gulf lines, with the exception of the Mobammerah and 
Bunder Abbas-Kerman lines, would have to be internationalised, and that the best way. 
to offeot this might be by an arrangement whereby the ‘Trans-Persian Company would 
‘acquire an interest in, sity, a line ftom Bushire to Shiraz or Ispaban, or in other lines 
that might: be contemplated. 

Mr. Greenway said that he would like an arrangement of this nature. Tsaid that 
if such a proposal were adopted it would naturally be dependent on any conditions 
which His Majesty's Government might think necessary to impose after consulting 
their military and naval advisers, 
























LM. 
Foreign Ogio, January 9, 1913, 





(1851) 





India Office to Foreign Ofice —(Received January 10.) 


Sin, India Office, January 8, 1913. 

TAM direoted by t otary of State for India to say, in reply to your letter of 
the 2nd instant regarding the attack on Lieutenant Bullock, that if the Secretary of 
Siato for Foreign Affairs is satisfied that the su it is proposed to 
demand ag compensation (in addition to th other claims mentioned in Sir W. ‘Townley's 
despatch No, 217 of tho 20th November last), is adequate, he is propared to. accept 
that view. 
























Tam, 


I. W. HOLDERNESS. 








(1435), No. 57. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdteard Grey.—(Received January 10.) 
(No, 11.) 
(Peloxraph 





St, Petersburgh, January 10, 113. 





' instrutiong 
the same time urge 
Sir W. Townley. 
» yesterday made enquiries respecting Motamin, 
ily. He was nol, howerer, the man for 
doctrinaire, and experience showed that it 
hopeless to. try and govern an Oriental ‘country like Persia on Western 
sSultaneh, on the other hand, was far too old and feeble to be of 
Vo had yesterday instructed Russian Ainbassador by telegraph 





handed him to-day an aid 
sent to ‘Tehran in yt te 
him to instruct Russian M 

His Eixvellency said that he had si 
and he had nothin against hin. perso 
tue situation, He was a Wester 







































to speak to you in the Senge indicated in my telegram No. 7 of Gth January 
about and ltegent. He would therefore aw: 





i sour answer befor ding anything 
further. 1 told hint that it was quite unnecessary for him to wait, as had telegraphe 
to yon four days ago whit he had said to me about Saad and that Twas now 









ting 
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under instructions which had only been dispatched from London yesterday. I begged 
him to help us constitute proposed Cabinet, and to give it fair trial hefore pressing 
you again on the subject of Saad. 

His Excellency reverted once more to what had been agreed on at Balmoral, and 
said that Persia could only be governed by a real Persian, He feared that it was the 
influence of Persian committee that had told against Saad, and deplored the fact that, 
in spite of our understanding, everything that Russia proposed was always regarded 
with suspicion in England, 

Treplied that if any such suspicion was really entertained in cortain quarters it 
was owing in great measure to the action of Russian consuls in Persia, Thad already 
communicated to him information which we had received from treasurer-general on the 
subject, and I had since been told by a Parsee gentleman long resident in Persia, to 
whom his Excellency had granted an interview that the Russian consuls were constantly 
disobeying their instructions and creating difficulties both for us and for the Persian 
Government. I would ask him once more in the interest of the Anglo-Russian 
understanding to instruct Russian Minister to co-operate with Sir W. Tovaley. 

Excellency answered that he was still awaiting a reply from Vehran with 
regard to complaints brought against Russian consuls, He had no fear for our under- 
standing. Russia had no territorial ambitions in Persia. If we would not agree to the 
uly step which could lead to the restoration of order all that she would do would be 
to protect her trade interests by retaining her troops in Persia, 

Our conversation was of a perfectly friendly character, and in the course of it his 
Excellency referred in the warmest terins to the loyalty with which you liad supported 
him through the late crisis, 












































(901) No, 58. 

eos) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 

(No. 25.) 

(Telographic.) Horeign Ofice, January 10, 1913, 


YOUR tologram No. 7 of Gth January. 

I approve the language which you held to M, Sazonof, and should like you to take 
an opportunity of thanking him for the instruc i he has sent to Tabriz, and 
of info im that I take quite as serious a view ax himself of the presont situation 
in Persia. In my opinion the only means by which it ean be improved is for the tw 
Governments to give every possible support to the formation of a good Government in 
‘Tehran, though I cannot adimit any responsibility arising from the failure of Saad 

After some weeks of fruitloss negotiation, Saad adinitted that he was unable to 
induce anyone of weight to enter his Cabinet, and he proposed that the two Govern- 
ments should connive in a coup @’tat to place power. Both Governments 
independently immediately declined this proposal, as was only natural; and if Saad's 
discomfiture is due to that action, the Russian Government. aro equally. responsible 
with ourselves. Nothing that has occurred sinco leads me to regret our 
action in the mattor, especially as it is abundantly clear that, sco his 
own failure, Saad is’ devoting himself, with the assistance of the ox-Shah’s 
partisans at Tabriz, to wrecking the attempts of others to form a Cabinet, I 
could not now support Saad, nor, I am sure, could M. Sazonof, ‘The time has 
come for the two Governmouts to fice the situation and to make up their minds ay to 
their futuro course. Iam sure that M. Sizonof is as sincerely auxious as Lam to 
mantain the independence and integrity of Persia and co-operation between the two 
Governments, in which case, the best course at the present moment is to support by 
every means in their power the Alaes-Sultanch, and to encourage such mon as 
Motamin-ul-Mulk to join his Cabinet. [ have already approved the outline of the 
programme submitted by Ala-es-Sultaneh, as you will seo from my telegram No, 8 
of Uth January to Tehran, and I have said that Ewill do all 1 can to assist in tho 
Hotation of ge nil will join in making a substantial advance on it, 
new Government is formed and the Julfa and Moharaierah Ra 
granted. 

T trust that M. Sazonof will send 
uthorise M. Poklewsky to give his 
Motamnin-wl-Mulk, 

In regard to Saad, I propose that the two Governments should address him a 
further warning to abstain forthwith from intrigue, failing which they will advise his 
deportation. I would, moreover, propose that a joint communication be made to the 


















































































iimilar instructions without delay, and will 
dial support to Ala-es-Sultaneh and 
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Governor-General of Tabriz. and to Shuja, informing them of the communication made 
to Saad, and enjoining upon them in the strongest possible terms immediate abstention 
from further interference in the political situa I. 

‘An excellent effect would he produced if M. Swzonof would, directly the new 
Persian Cabinet is formed, withdraw some small portion of the Russian troops as a 
mark of sympathy and support, and intimato that, directly order is restored all will be 
withirawn, 

In rogard to the Regent, I would strongly deprecate making any communication 
to him at this moment, as it could not fail to delay the formation of Ala-es-Sultaneh’s 
Cabinet. Tt would probably be better to wait until the new Government is established 
and then to consult. them as to a successor to the Regent, so that there should be no 
interregnum. In a few years the young Shah will be rey to govern, and it would 
oto fair to declare His Majesty of ago until tho country is in a moro settled 
condition, 

(Iepeated to ‘Tehran, No. 9.) 


(54973) No. 59. 
Foreign Ofice to Sir W. Garstin. 
Confidential.) 
ir, Foreign Office, January 10, 1913. 

TAM directed by Secrotary Sir B. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
of tho 9th and 20th wltimo, on the subject of the Trans-Persian Railway project. 

Tam to inform you that Sir B. Grey is in communication with the several 
departments concerned, and that a further communication will be made to you in due 
course, 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(1603) No. 6 

Lioutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived January 11, 1913.) 
(No. 13, Commere 
Sin, Bushire, December 16, 1912. 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 6, Commercial, dated the 11th August, 1919, 
T have the honour to submit, for your information, © memorandum drawn up b 
Mr, Hl. G. Ohick on the present condition of the Bushire-Shiraz road, especially in 
rogard to rates of transport and transit inpositions levied, 

It is timely at this juncture, when the road question is in evidence, as demon- 
trating the extreme difficulty of the conditions with which trade to and from the 
intorior hias to contend. 

-quartere for some days, I venture to 
n from detailed comment, 
’s Minister and to the Fe 


the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Congul- 
General for Bars, &e. 


Enolosure 
Memorandum on the Bushire-Shiraz Road, from August to October, 1912. 
'THIS note records conditions on the Bi iz trade route for the 
following that eo y my last memorandum up to the aeri 
General of Fins at Shiraz, with somo observations on prospects in the near future: 
Proviows memoranda, bearing on the same subject, and more 
concerning * rahdari,” wore forwarded under eover of the following d 
Majesty's const 
2, Commer 
3 \jesty"s Mi 
Majesty's Minister. 
No. 6, Commercial, 1th August, 1912, to Foreign Offic 
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‘As fully explained in the paper last mentioned, the question of “rahdari,” in its 
various aspects, is by far the most important feature of the disturbing situation 
created by the present anarchy, and damage to British interests until it is completely 
rooted out, and the sedentary and tribal chiefs prevented by force, or by subsidy and a 
show of foree, from exacting it, the existing insecurity will continue. ‘This fact is 
beginning to be more generally recognised in Persia, if not by the Central Goverament, 
at any rate by Buropean interests and by the present provincial governors at Bushire 
and Shiraz. However, during the period under report, there were additional factors, 
increasing the anarchic conditions produced by “‘rahdari,” and augmenting the 
difficult position in which trade in Southern Persia is now situated. These include 
hostilities between districts along the route, rates of hire, insufficiency of mules, and 
the state of the Shiraz—Ispahan and the Ahwaz-Ispahan ronds, 


“ Rahdari 


‘According to the list included in the memorandum under cover of No. 6, 
Commercial, of the 11th August, 1912, totals of exactions by khans and tufangchis 
had risen :— 


From— 
‘Juno 1907 
Tannary 1910 
February: 
March, 
April 

To 


September 1911 
Sanuary 1912 


Personal and careful enquiries from muleteers since August have shown mo that 
‘exactions have been far more severe than provious to that date, 

Specimen lists, giving in detail the sums taken at cach place during August, 
September, and October, are appended. Tt will be noticed that four of them exceed 
40 krans (i4s,) per mule, ‘The totals are -— 


Angust 1912 Se Sy 
Septernber 1912 amend 
‘October 18, 1912 ne 

1912 5 7 : 

22,1912 a b 


‘The position with regard to “rahdari” had therefore become more serious than 
he 


ever by the time of Mukhbir-us-Sultaneh’s arrival at Shiraz, having nearly doubled 
since the spring of 1912. 

‘After the incursion of Souleted-Dowleh's followers on to the road about 20 miles 
Kawameul-Mulk ordered that caravans should take a circuitous route from 
ear Dashtarjin, but the Kashkuli khans, who were put in so-called 

charge of this short stretch, forced muleteors to pay 5 and 7 krans per mule while 
traversing it. 

‘A further abuse is the 3 to 4 krans taken in Shiraz itself on each mule by the 
Kavwam and his Kashkuli adherents, and the {-kran at present taken by the Governor 
of Bushire at the town gate on the protext that ho is driven to it by the refusal of the 
customs to pay his allowances. It is true that the Governor undertakes to discontinue 
this impost as soon as his financial difficulties with the customs are adjusted. Mean- 
while lovies of this nature at Shiraz and Bushire afford a pernicious example to tho 
headmen on the road, and make them the less inclined to forego this lucrative sourco 
of income. 

Mukhbir-ulSultaneh arrived at Shiraz in the middle of October fully acquainted 
with the urgent need of suppressing “rahdari ” as the first item in the programme for 
re-establishing order along the road. He at once sent two Swedish officers and 
Swedish gendarmes, said to number 150, as far as Kazerun, ‘They were to employ 
from villages along the road a further 100 tufangehis, who were to be paid by the 
gendarmerie, aud they were to stop all “‘rahdari" between Shiraz and Kazerun, ‘The 
Governor-General did not propose to deal actively with the road between Kaverun and 
Bushire, where the position of the tribal chiefs is fur more solidly established than 
north of Kazerum, but he sent a inamur with orders to the khans in question to cease 
their exactions. 

[1602] P 
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‘These two measures have been practically abortive. By the middle of November 
the Swodish gendarmerio wore withdrawn; acoording to the Govemor General's own 
statement they had been unable to prevent the local chiefs from Dashtarjin to Kazerun 
from taking “rahdari ” or from putting their own tufangchis along the road. From 
Dashtarjin to Shiraz, a distance of 40 miles only, “‘rahdari” was said to have been 
stopped, but it is doubtful whether this continues to be the case. 

‘As for the special mamur between Kazerun and Bushire, he was, firstly, a man 
of very mediocre standing, an ex-artillory man from Bushire, and the letters which he 

he Governor-General showed entire ignorance on his Excellency’ 

tho local situation. ‘Thus Mukhbir-usSultaneh wrote to Ismail Khan, of SI 
the borders of whose district are at Jeast 10 to 20 miles from the caravan route, 
‘ordering him to cease from levying “ rahdari.” In another order the same khan was 
told to co-operate with the Khan of Daliki (a blood enemy, with whom Ismail Khan 
had been fighting only a few weeks previously) for the purpose of recovering the 
Persian Government cartridges looted at Konar Takhteh in August, and of punishing 
the robhers—the fact being that the cartridges had been appropriated by the brother 
of the Khan of Daliki, and that the Khan of Daliki was himself indirectly in the 
“outrage.” 

‘The new Governor. 
swonkness through his ineff 






























weral lias, therefore, conveyed a gent 
ive treatment of the road and “rahdari 





1 impression of 
” question. 


Rates of Mule Hire to Shiraz. 


Muloteors under the exorbitant exactions provailing during the recent few months 
have of course incurred heavy expenses, but at the same time they have exploited 
their lonses over zuhdari” ind “alafi”’ in order to get merchants in Bushire to pay 
higher rates of hire. Of lato these have been preposterous. 

‘Tho following’ figures show the riso in rates, they are per 100 mans, i 
roughily two mule loads -— 











775 Ib., or 


Krans. 
100-120-110 90-140, 
140-100-170-220, 
200-250-300-310-240-200, 


Mareh 1007-08 
1008-09 
{1009-10 
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(65 krans = 12) 








1 the past fifteen months the rate has risen 20 tomans (nearly 4l. per 7 ewt.). 
ist 191 the rate had nover been known to exceed 20 tomans per 7 ewt.; up 
{ill January 1912 it had never passed 30 tomans; up till June 1912 it had never 
passed 40 fomans. 

Not only has the rate touched 50 tomans (9L) for general merchandise, but in 
October muleteors were asking 32 tomans (about Gl.) for each mule of a convoy of 160 
imuiles to take supplios to the Central India Horse in Shiraz, the total bill, ad not the 
rate been slightly beaten down, would have come to nearly 1,000. Considering that 
the regiment requires constant dispatch of provisions, it will be seen how costly these 
rates, and the anarchy that has occasioned them, are proving for the British 
Government. 

As for the way in which His Majesty's officers and Europeans are affected, it 
sullices to note that muleteers would not take two and ahalf loads of wine for 
Mr. Sinart in Shiraz under a rate which worked out at 70 tomans (13l) per mule- 
oad. 

With rates of hire from Bushire to Shiraz never less than 40 tomans per 7 ewt., 

toni, during the past six months, and from Shiraz to Ispahan, 38 tomans 
T-cwt, itwill be realised how hopelessly impossible it has been to put 
‘gooils from the south on the Ispahan market at prices that would pay. It has not even 
paid (o transport many classes of goods as far as Shiraz. Russian oil from the north, 















































































55 


with a land transit of over 800 miles to Shiraz, can be put on the market there cheaper 
‘than Kerosene from the Gulf, only 189 miles away. 

Shiraz merchants are feeling the strain very severely. The markets are congested, 
they are unable to sell freely or at good prices, and they are often hard pressed to pay 
transport hire, 

‘The following figures, from Messrs. Lynch’s weekly reports at Ispahan, show that 
the Ahwaz-Ispahan road supplied Ispahan with practically no goods from the Gulf 
during the period under review :— 





| Packages 





|e gan big. 














In the result, Ispaban is being rapidly cut off from British markets and from 
Southern Persia. ‘Not only will the damage to British influence and to British firme 
‘engaged in Persian trade be enormous, but it is peculiarly unfortunate just as railway 
concessions are in course of discussion. 

Since July the diaries of His Majesty's consul-general at Ispahan point to a 
‘great increase of Russian trade to Ispaban from the north, I venture to appond 
extracts covering the period under report :— 

July 13.—There have been numerons arrivals from Resht and Kazvin, 

‘July 20,—Numerous caravans continue to arrive from Rosht and Kazvin, 

‘uguat 3.—On the 27th July a large caravan, reported to amount to 600-700 head 

unsport, arrived from Resht with sugar, &c. 

August 10,—Large caravans, amounting to about 1,000 head of transport, have 
left Ispahan for Resht during tho week, chielly laden with cotton. 
‘A large carayan with specio for the Russian Bank arrived on the 16th 





















August 17 
instant. 


st 24.—On the 21st Angust twenty-throe wagons, escorted by Persian 
arrived from Tehran. ‘Twenty-one of these wore laden with Russian picco- 
goods (335 bales), 

On the same date eiuty mules also laden with Russian piece-goods, 

August 3 » more wagons, two with Russian piece-goods for Persian 
merchants, one of groceries, arrived. ‘There have been numerous arrivals of mule and 
‘camel caravans with sugar from the north, 

September 6.—There were some further arrivals of sugur from Kazvin at the 
Doginning of the week. 

September 14.—Very large caravans, reported to consist of 2,000-8,000 camels and 
400-800 mules and donkeys, arrived from Resht, Kazvin, with sugar, petroleum, and 
silk, 

September 4.—There have been further arrivals of caravans from Resht, Kazvin, 

igar and petroleum. 
September 2>.—Large caravans with sugar and petroleum continue to arrive from 
Resht, &c. 

Getober .—Large quantities of petroleum and augar continue to arrive from the 
north. 

Norember 2.—About fifty-three bales of Russian pieoe-goods for Persian traders, 
Further arrivals of sugar... . . . also some tea. 
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From this very grave feature of the present condition of the Bushire-Tspaban 
route, I consider that extortionate rates of hire, and the failure of the Persian Govern 
ment to grapple with the situation, are more to blame than insecurity from robbers on 
the telegraph route between Shiraz and Ispahan. 











Hostilities along the Bushire-Shiraz Road. 


Tn August, following the forward movement by Soulet-ed-Dowleh and robberies 
of petty caravans near Chenar Rahdar, the stage between Khaneh Zinean and that 
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Directly hostilities wore fin 
‘Kumarijis and Shi 
all September and 


and Kashkuli protégé, 


ated in the attack on the Central India Horse in December last, and, 
the Kalantar of Kazerun and the Shabancara and Kumarij 
distri 








rit. 
hed on the 
ibancara tufangchis be 
art of October, with the district of Konar Takhteh and the 
Khan of Daliki, ‘The Konar ‘Vukhteh men captured Cheroom, a village belonging, 
to Kumarij, at the foot of the Kumarij Kotal. ‘The Kumatijis reoceupied it in the 
middlo of September, but caravans were exposed to rifle fire from the hostile watch 
towers commanding the village, and more than one muleteer was shot or attacked. 
Ciravans were unable for a time to pass this point. For fourteen days in September 
no mulos arrived at Bushire. Later, in the Konar ‘Takhteh plain, part of the 
Kashkuli clan of the Kashgais joined forces with the Kumarij and Shabancara men, 
while, on tho opposite side the of Borazjun sent 100 men to aid his ally of 
iki, 
hs villoos of Tarn 




































nd Banaki in the Konar ‘Takhteh plain have become 
particularly notorious for their ill-treatment of caravans, extortion, general turbulence, 
‘and insulting jour to Kuropeans. ‘The telegraph inspeetor, a German merchant, 
tho Central India Horse, and British officers have all made serious complaints of 
treatment re ed there in (912, and together with the district on the Kazeru 
plain, near the scene of the attack in December last, the Konar ‘Takhteh plain 
requires carly and drastic measures, 

On tho Ist October « convoy of supplies for the Central India Horse were held up 
for several lays by tho Khan of Rorazjun at that town, and prevented from leaving, 
though he knew well that they wore hired by the Brit s. This khan has 
sinco 1009 taken every opportunity of showing hostili 
Th addition, his blood-fend with the neighbouring district of Shabancara and his 
doorish character make his removal vory 
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Ives in. Kumari, higher up the road. 
‘The Kalantar of Kazerun riposted by de ining, all mules for twelv 
Khan of Borazjun released caravans detained there on the Lith October 
‘The section of the ‘on the coast plain between Borazjun and Daliki was 
dangerous all October. Shabancara men made a raid and “lifted” the Dali 
the Daliki khan lost threo men, killed in a night fray in reply to theirs. ‘The 
of one of the Borazjun. vil ral men in both Shabaucara and Bor 
tir lives in similar night attacks 
At the end of October and early in November there were hostilitie 
from Bushire, ‘ing to a blood-feud between two villages, one in 
the r ‘an route, 
wember it was the turn of the first stage between Bushire and 
1c tan, who have a blood-feud with the Kh 
ith the Governor of Bushire, collect 
‘h, near Bushire, wh 
elves right dn the earavan rout 
to pass. A good 
partisans of Ahmedi, while Ahmedi, and all 
ding military: eon e unable to move for five days. 
I aly heen sanctioned by Government that His Majesty's troops in 
re should escort our military convoy across the Mashileh to Ahmedi, when the 
tani returned to ‘Tangistan, local influences having been exerted on them to 
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e new Governor-General of Fars has now asked the Governor of the Gulf ports 
Ape nae eee ee aaerarety ennestaen suanieseny Ih, 5 part of 
the littoral behind Bushire. As the Governor of the Gulf ports has no forces to impose 
his authority on these independent chiefs, who have paid no revenue for years, the 
appointment is likely to remain purely nominal, 


Perusal of the above account of the road during the past three months can ‘hardly 
fail to convince all that the state of security along the road is worse than ever, and that 
British trade and the Pax Britannica have ceased to be respected. cg 

‘After two months’ trial of Muklibir-us-Sultaneh it is tolerably clear that his régime, 
even if ho be given the largo financial aid which he hos asked, will be a failures bi 

at Bushire says as much, 
Ses Seated eae tesa ciesio nee trelta queamiaela et artertasne 
fight with Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s partisans sooner than might have been expected. A force 
of 1,500 gendarmes was to have been in command of the whole road from Bushire to 
Yeudikhast in fifteen months from the start, Nine months have already passed and 
there are no better prospects even a year hence, ‘The men whom the Swedish 
officers have engaged at Shiraz are said on all hands to be quite incompotent for 
the task. The Governor of Bushire has, by request from Shiraz, engaged. 100 men 
in this district to serve in the gendarmerie, but he himself states that in tho winter 
season, or for any length of time, these recruits will not face the cold of the rond near 
Shiraz, nor be willing to leave Dashtistan during the ploughing and harvest season. 
The district khans will not of their accord allow their riflemen to leavo their own 
istri iminish their forces, 
districts and so diminish the quae 
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British Residency and Consulate-General, 
Bushire, December 15, 1912. 
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Tieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 11,1913.) 


(No. 14.) 
ir, Bushire, December 19, 1919, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 10, dated the 29th November, 1912, Thavo 
Hiooein | Rosie, | suabbaay the honour to forward a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to lis Majesty's 
‘Qecster, | Ostobes hs Minister, Tehran, dated the 19th December, 1912, transmitting a copy, with translation, of 
the document in which, under instructions from His Majesty's Government, 1 have 
conveyed to Sheikh Sir Khazal Khan the assurance authorised in Foreign Office 
telegram dated the 30th November. 
Thave, &, 
P, Z. COX, Licutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majest 
General for Fars, &c. 


HC places) 
Da 
{2 pao 
in Sultan 





Enclosure 1 in No. 61. 


Tieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


Sir, Bushire, December 19, 1912, 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 86, dated the 29th November, I have the 
honour to forward, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of the letter, dated the 
Srd December, 1912, in which, under instructions from His Majesty’s Government, I 
have conveyed to Sheikh Sir Khazal Khan the assurance that no British subject would be 
allowed to lease land on the shores of Khor Musa and tributaries without the approval 


Rutan} (alt) of the sheikh and of His Majesty's Government. 


Rabin 4. 
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T have gent copies of the enclosure to this letter to the Government of India and to- 
His Majesty's Foreign and India Offices. 
Thave, &. 
P, Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, ée. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 61. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox: to Sheikh of Mokammerah. 
(Translation.) 
Your Excellency, Bushire, December 3, 1912. 

APTUR compliments and enquiries after your health. 

Thave duly received from Major Haworth the document executed by your Fxcel- 
Toney, dated Zilhijieh you have been good enough to accord to the 
British Government the right of first refusal to lease land on the shores of the 
Khor Musa and its tribu ved a copy of your letter to him 
giving cover to the same, and asking that we should give you a certain assurance in 
roturn, 

Th reply, I am directed to convey the thanks of the Government to your 
Excellency Tor this indication of your friendly feelings and co-operation, and to 
assure you, reciprocally, that no British subject will be permitted to lease any 
of the said lands without the approval of your Excellency and of His Majesty's 
Government. 

‘Dhis is what had to be explained. 

May the days of our friendship be perpetual. 

Thave, &. 
P. Z, COX, Lirutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and Hix Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &éc. 





No. 62, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 1.) 
(No. 15.) 
(Welegraphic.) Re Tehran, January 11, 1913. 

YOUR tologram No. 8 of 9th January. 

Ala-es-Sultaneh has succeeded in forming « Cabinet composed of Ain-ed-Dowleh, 
Minister of Interior, Vossul-ed-Dowleh, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mustaufi-ul- 
Mamalek, Ministor of War, Kav h, Minister of Finance, Motamin-ul-Mulk, 
Minister of Commoreo, Mushir-ed-Dowleh, Minister of Education, Momtaz-ed-Dowleh, 
Ministor of Justice, Musteshir-ed-Dowleh, Minister of Posts. ‘Che last two were in 
former Cabinet, in which they did good work. (Ind of R.) 


sent to the Regent announcing formation of new Cabinet and 

It is very desirable that he should not delay its despatch, and 

Sultanch would be very grateful if His Majesty's Government could cause a 

this vonse to be conveyed to Regent should there berno objection, Danger is 

that Regent inay base his hesitation to give his consent to formation of the new Cabinet 

on some imaginary constitutional seruple connected with Medjliss, to whom he may 
frguo Prime Minister may alone tender his resignation. 

Tt would be impossible to form stronger Cabinet, and with money and the cordial 
support of two Governments there is just cause for hope that under their guidance 
soriouls constructive refo y J through. Danger is the presence of too 
inany big men, who may have difficulty in curbing their pers tions sulliciently 
to co-operate loyally. together, but the serionsuess of the situation is fully realised, and 
it is felt that Persia's future is indeed hopeless if such men cannot succeed in 
regenerating her, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 
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{1606} No. 63. 


5) Sir G- Buchanan to Sir Eatward Grey—(Reccived January 11.) 

No. 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, January 11, 1913. 
CONSTANTINOPLE telegram No. 13 of 9th January: Tureo-Persian frontier. 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has received similar information. 





[1607] No. 64. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey— (Received January 11.) 
(No. 13.) igs eae 


(Telegraphic. R, St, Petersburgh, January 11, 118, 
YOUR telogram No. 25 of 10th January: Persia, 
As the Minister for Foreign Affairs cannot see mo to-day, I have embodied your 
views in a private letter and expressed hope that he will reconsider what he said to 
me yesterday. 


[369] No. 65. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. 10. Very Confidential.) 
Foreign Office, January 11, 1913, 


—though it is impo 

that His Majesty's Government are not contemplating some drastic action, ‘The 
expedition would have to be sufficiently important to ensure its succoss, Tven in this 
‘ase it could not fail to suffer considerable losses, and it would entail a very heavy, 
expenditure. With that, however, I'am not so much concerned as with the probable 
resuilt that it would lead to the prolonged or permanent occupation of a large part of 
the neutral sphere. ‘The pretence of Persian independence would disappear, and 
partition be directly due to our action, 

‘his is a contingency which His Majesty’s Government might one day have to 
face, but I should strongly oppose such a policy, and it is, in my view, altogothor 
premature to abandon’ ell hops. of aining, in some form or another, the 
Independence of Persia, A policy more in harmony with our undertakings and 
interests would be to make renewed endeavour to strengthen the Persian administra- 
tion and to give support and encouragement to the gendarmerie, It is true that it 
may be some time before the Government authority is strong enough to chastise and 
Keep in order tho tribes bit if wo keop this object in view, whotlicr the reckoning 
‘come to-day or to-morrow cannot seriously affect our position and pres 

‘The Governor-General should not be urged to dispatch an expedition until he ha 
had time to prepare it properly, and is himself confident of success, 

In regard to the gendarmerie, I should be glad to know when the contracts of tho 
Swedish officers expire ; which of them we should endeavour to retain ; what chances 
there are of succeeding, and by what means; in what ways the gendarmerie’s service 
could be improved; whether the opinions given in your despatch No. 264 as to tho 
increase in its numbers is final, and how the increase should be effected. It would 
seem natural that the Governor-General should wish to have a small foree, way, of 
1,000 men at his disposal. Would he consent to Swedish officers, and, if 80, how many. 
would be required? 

I gather also that the gendarmerie are in want of money. [as M Mornard since 
supplied the deficiency? ‘The sum seems comparatively small, and I should have 
thought that, in view of the great importance of strengthening this body, a special 
éffort would have been made, It would be more satisfactory tan to waste money in 
an ill-equipped expedition. 

[1602] R 
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Tshould also be glad to know your view as to insisting at once on some formal 
‘ceremonial act, by the Persian Government or by the Governor-General of Shiraz by way 
‘of public apology for the outrage. A solemn visit by the Governor-General to the 
British consul and the officer commanding the British troops, and the salute of the 
flag might possibly have a good effect in Shiraz and the neighbourhood. I should 
ike to have Major O'Connor's opinion as to this. 5 

To insist upon anything of this kind at ‘Tehran at this moment might be 
injudicious in view of the political situation, as nothing should be done to make things 
more difficult for Ala-es-Sultanch, Z 

If a measure of this kind were not considered sufficient, and if the new Persian 
Government, when formed, does not. seem capable of governing, and is unworthy of 
support, thera are other measures which might be taken which might be more useful 
ant! less embarrassing that an expedition into the interior—eg., the consolidation of 
our interests and position at the entrance to the Gulf at Henjam or Bunder Abbas, 
This question has often been mooted, and was last discussed by an jnter-departmental 
eommittes in 1907, and recently in connection with the deposit of coal on Henja 
Should Bunder Abbuis not be sufficiently near to the scene of the outrage, troops m 
be landed at Bushite, or perhaps. preferably at Kharak Island in the 
‘hid plac as twiew beon occupied by British troops and is said to bo healthy. 

It should be remembered that possibly the trans-Porsian line might one day 
reach tho Gulf by means of branch connections if an arrangement were arrived at 
with the Greenway syndicate. In that case, the occupation of Kharak and of some 
place at the entrance to the Gulf wight be permanently desirable, though the two 
matters musty of course, bo considered separately, I should like you to think over 
hese proposals andl give me your views before I put them before the India Office or 
discuss dom with the Cabinet. If you consult Cox and O'Connor it should be privately, 
and the former should bo told nov to telegraph to India about them, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 28.) 





(2613) No, (6. 


Sir W. Townley to Sur Edward Grey.—(Received January 122) 


(No. 16.) 
(olegraphic. Tehran, January 12, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 1 of 4th January. 
‘As was anticipated, a month has elapsed singe the attack on British shooting party 
near Dastarjin, which resulted in the death of Ci ckford, without the Governor- 
eneral of Kats be J. His Excellency 
#0, because task was an 
season of the year. 
nd Shiraz, it is clear that 
measures are being undertaken by Gov al with co-operation of the 
gendarmerie to propare such a force as may be able to operate against the suspected 
offenders in die cou 1's military forces has 
ono with « a1 whence he has proceeded to Borasjun in search 
of more recruits, having assured himself of the assistance of 200 men at Kazeran 
and Kamatij respectively undor trustworthy leaders 
Ono of the objects of the movement is to secure safety of Bushire road for passage 
of a consignment of arms and ammunition which two Swedish officers have sone to 
fetch from Bushire. ‘These arms have been imported from Europe for gendarmerie, 
and itis only proposed to bring up_a half of them ata time. Swedish officers cannot 
start from Busl h caravan until a certain number of recruits have been enrolled, 
and sulliciontly drilled to make them a force on which some reliance can be placed in 
time of an attack on the convoy, and they are also to be trained in handling of Maxims, 
of which there are two. Lt would appear probable that it will be a month before the 
recruits will he ready to take the road. 
There was some difficulty at first at Bushire about the recruits, but it would seem 
ves of Sir P. Cox have succeeded in smoothing matters over, aud that all 
is going well nov 
Governor-General is very anxious to obtain possession of arms for the use of force 
which he is forming, but officer commanding gendarmerie at Shiraz objects, under 
instructions from here, that they are the property of the gendarmerie and cannot be 
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handed over to anyone outside that force. ‘This contention would appear correct, and 
‘yet Governor-General’s efforts will be paralysed if he cannot obtain a portion of the 
‘arms, as he has no other source from which to arm his men. It may be possible to 
effect a compromise, 

‘ddressed to Foreign Office; repeated to Bushire and Shiraz) 





(1614) No. 67. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 12.) 
(No. 17.) 


Telegraphic.) Tehran, January 12, 1913. 
MY immediately preceding telegram of to-day 

Minister for Foreign Afairs called on me yesterday morning to lay before mo a 
scheme for policing of rond from Yezdikhast. io Bushire, which has been drawn up 
by Swedish colonel of the gendarmerie, Plan also provides for creation of fying 
columns, a8 it is realised that without the addition of such a mobile force it will be 
impossible to restore order in Fars. 

Aln-os-Sultanch pointed out that season of the year made it impossible to tako any 
effective measures at presont against the perpetrators of the Dastarjin outrage, but 
that such preparations as he is in a position to make are being made by Governor 
Geueral to punish offenders, if possible, as soon as weather allows, 

His Highness added, however, that Persian Government aro of opinion that. the 
only manner in which order can be permanently re-established is by scheme formulated 
by Swedish colonel, which provides for employment of a force of abont 1,800 men on 
road. Of theso mon he said that a considerable number have already been enlisted, 
and are undergoing a course of training which should allow of the dispatch of about 
1.000 men to,the south this spring. It is caloulated that the first dotachmont will ho 
ablo to start in about a month's time, 

Want of money, his Highness said, is the great difficulty which besets the Persian 
Government in the creation of this force which it is estimated will cost about 
50,0001, for three vears. This period of time has been fixed because it is confidently 
Delieved that, should it be found possible to maintain forco in Fars for that time, 
complete order would be restored in provines, which would then be able more. than +o 
meet its financial requirements. 

His Highness, with some natural hesitation, then asked mo to approach His 
Majesty's Government with a view to ascertaining whether they would once more 
come to Persia's assistance by advancing this sum of moncy to be reimbursed out of 
the loan which itis hoped will be made shortly. Ministor for Foroign Affairs added 
that not more than half of sum named would bo required 
could not be carried out unless Persia know that 
guaranteod. He gave me to und 

accepted, 
nanding 
nts of 


ion that gondarmerio under Swedish officers is the sole force to which 
‘a restoration of order and security on Persian highways. As is not 
unnatural, they have not always been successful, bit this was to be expected at the 
t; On roads where they are already exercising their authority order has been 
entirely reestablished, of a very marked improvement is noticeable, Appeal of 
Persian Government, speaks for itself, and is a confession of their own inibility. to 
help themselves. I believe that in future, if money is forthcoming to enable them to 
establish necessary military force for protection of roads, 100,0000., which could be 
paid monthly or in accordance with colonel’s requirements, should suflice to moot 
expenditure for nine or ten month, and I would respectfully venture to recommend 
appeal to favourable consideration of His Majesty's Government. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; repeated to Bushire and Shiraz.) 
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(1615) No. 68. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey {Received January 12.) 
(No. 18. i 
(Reicgonicy R Tehran, January 12, 1913. 
MY telegram No. 7 of 6th January. ee 
Cox reports that Government of India have no objection, and asks whether 
Major Hopkins may proceed. 





(1683) No. 69. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 13.) 


gee) Petersburgh, January 0, 1913. 

* WITH reference to your dospatch No, 40 of the 9th of Jast month, T have the 
honour to report that T did not fail to enquire of M. Sazonof whether the Russian 
Government have any information as to the leaders of the ‘Turcoman “alaman,” who 
are roported by His Majesty's consul-genoral at Meshed to be Russian subjects living 
in Russian territory eo 

His Excellency promised to make the necessary enquiries, but s0 far I have not 
received a reply to the aide-mémoire which I loft with him. 


MRGE W. BUCHANAN. 





(1684) 


Sin G. Buchanan to Sir Bdiward Grey.—(Recoived January 13.) 
(No. 6.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, January 9, 1913 
IN accordance with your instructions, I communicated to the Minister for Fore 
Affairs on the ‘th instant the memorandum enclosed in your despatch No. 428, 

Confidential, of tho 23rd of last month, relative to the interference of Russian cons 
officors in the internal administration of Northern Persia, more especially as regards its 
nancial side. 

In order that M. Sazonof might not be under any illusion as to the painful impression 
hich the action of these consular officers had madeon His Majesty's Government, Tread 
to hiin the third paragraph of 

His Bxe 
Hoole, buat said that it was tho first ti oi 
‘would at once telegraph to M. Poklewski for a report on the subject 

Thave, &. 
EORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





No. 71. 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Foreign Office, January 13, 1913, 
jour letter of the 20th November last, relative to telegraphic 
Soulioen Perna, U am directed by: Secretary Sir Edward. Grey to 
uit to you herewith copies of telegrams exchanged with His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Pohiran on the subject.* 
1am to stato that, si 


mneurrence of the Marquess of Crewe, 
Sir B. Grey is disposed to appro ‘Townley's proposal to send to the Persi 
Minister for Foreign Affairs a copy of the letter from the Pt Minister of Post 
‘TTelegraphs to, the Director of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department at Tehran, 

ranteeing the prolongation till 1945, without reference to a future Medjliss, of the 
existing British telegraph conventi 
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‘am to express the hope that the necessary authority to start work at once on the 
‘Arabistan line may be conveyed to Mr. King-Wood, of whose good services in 
eonnection with these negotiations Sir H. Grey has learnt with much satisfaction. 
Tam to add that the Imperial Bank of Persia and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
have been informed of the arrangement concluded, 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(1262) No. 72. 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 13, 1913. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd instant, relative to tho lighting and 
‘buoyage of the Persian Gulf, with special reference to the erection of a lighthouse on 
Sheikh Shuaib Island, I am directed by Secretary. Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copy of a further telogram from His Majesty's Minister at Tohran,® reporting tho 
receipt, of an unsatisfactory reply. from the Persian Government to the memorandum 
which he addressed to them on the 11th ultimo with regard to this latter point, and 
‘asking for instructions. 

Tam to state that, in view of the fact that the new Persian Cabinet under 
Ala-es-Sultanch appears to be in process of formation, Sir E, Grey is disposed, subjectto 
the concurrence of the Marquess of Crewe, to address a telegram to Sir W. Townley 
informing iim that he ehould exorciso his discretion in the choice of the moment for 

ing the Persian Government once more on this subject, 
Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





No. 73, 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia.t 


Sir, Poreign Office, January 13, 1913, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12th September, relative to the defective 
nature of telegraphic communication in Southern Persia, Tam directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey to inform you that the proposal to erect a wireless telegraph station 
st Mohammerah, and to work with thet ofa einilar clues to bp erected at Gushiro, a5 
carefully considered by Tis Mojesty’s Government, but that it has not been thought 
advisable to adopt it 

Tam to explain that the most important matter in connection with the system of 
British-controlled telegraphs in Persia is to obtain the prolongation till 1945 of the 
British telegraph concessions which expire in 1925, ‘The inducement. which has been 
held out to the Persian Government to allow this prolongation is that His Majesty's 
Government would arrange for the proper construction and maintenance of the 
Arabistan lines. If a wireless telegraph station were now to be erected at 
Mohammerah, the communication which the Persian Government themselves desire 
would be established, and the inducement to consent to the prolongation of the 
concessions removed, ‘while the Persian Government would probably claim any 
revenue earned by wireless communication between Mohammerah and Bushire, 

His Majesty's Minister at Tehran was accordingly instructed, on the 7th ultimo, 
to make every endeavour to obtain permission for the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department to put the Arabistan lines in order at once, 

Sir W. Townley has now reported that the Persian Government have guaranteed 
the prolongation of the telegraph concessions, and it is accordingly proposed to start 
‘work at once on the reconstruction of the Arabistan lines, 

Tam, &o. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





+ Nab. + Also to Angl-Persian Oi! Company, mutatis mutandin 
{1602} 





[2204] No. 74. 


Memorandum by Mr, Parker respecting Railway 
Construction in Persia, 


THE general idea which underlay the Anglo- 
Russian Convention respecting Persia wus that 
the old policy, based on suspicion and resulting in 
reciprocal obstruction, had, after an ample trial of 
ninety years, failed to bring adequate and lasting 
advantage oven locally either to Great Bri 
Russia, The immediate object of the Convention 
was to lessen friction: but it was not inténded 
tostop at this, and, having regard to the political 
conditions prevailing in Persia, and indeed to the 
existence under the Convention of « “neutral” 
sphere, the obvious corollary of abandoning 
mistrust and opposition, and an ntial fhotor 
to the success of the new policy, was to be 
fought in the growing co-operation of both 
countries, 

When ‘ian Government 
tentatively laid bofore His Majesty’s Government 
the projeot of ‘Trans-Persian Railway, as 
specially that they should not decline to investi- 
gate the question of joining the Russian and 

yatoms, it was felt that there were maui 

durations which rendered inexpedient a point- 
blank refusal: the artificial obstucles which, for 
many years, had been raised by Great Britain 
and Russia, to railway development, and. simply 
amounted to “sterilizing” Persia, could not be 
indefinitely justified or maintained in the face of 
altering conditions, such as the discovery of rich 
minoral deposits in many parts of Persia, the 
projected extension of the Bagdad Railway to her 
very frontiers, and the expanding interest of 
foreign Powers in the shipping of the Persian 
Gulf; moreover, His Majesty's Government had 
no longer any power to oppose railways in the 
Russian sphere (which oceupies more than half the 
distance from Russia to India); nor eould they, 
under the terms of the Convention, veto possible 
extensions of Russian concessions into the neutral 
sphere, which is not an exclusive preserve of 


Potersburgh), 
(Retersbora)) 


December 1, 1909, 
nd subyoquent 
Aogpatehen 
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British enterprise; if, on investigation, the project 
of a trunk line should prove practicable and likely 
to be carried eventually into effect, British 
association with the undertaking would be mani- 
festly advantageous, enabling us to condition the 
ligament and secure equal treatment for our 
trade, whereas an attitude of detachment might 
promote a Russo-German combination, effecting 
au acceleration of the project in a manner most 
detrimental to our interests, and not only to our 
interests in Persia, 

These points are merely stated here to explain 
the course of action which His Majesty's Govern- 
ment adopted ; they will presently be examined, 
with other considerations, in greater detail, 

In May 1911 His Majesty's Government ine 
formed the Russian Government that, after con- 
sultation with the Government of India, they 
were prepared on certain conditions to assent 
principle to the project of a Trans-Persian Rai 
way, and to agree to the initiation of negotiations 
between the British and Russian groups concerned, 

clear at the same timo that they ex- 
pressed no opinion as to the financial aspect of the 
question, which primarily was the business of the 
promoters, 

Tt may be mentioned parenthetically, and will 
subsequently be discussed more fully, thut nego- 
tiations had meanwhile (since the end of 1910) 
deen proceeding between Russi and Germany 
respecting railway developments in Asiatie 
Turkey and Persia; the possibility that, these 
negotiations might take a tum not wholly com- 
patible with British ts hind served to 
emphasise the drawbacks: which, as already. indie 
ated, might be involved in a purely negative 
attitude towards the ‘Trans-Persian project. 

In March 1912 the position of His Majesty’ 

nt was further defined in two letters 
ish group of the promoters: these 
Tetters made various reservations, but the essential 
point to note is that the promoters at that stage 
were represented merely as a Société a'Iitudes— 
a syndicate formed to survey and investigate 
‘and that freedom of action was reserved to His 
Majesty's Government. pen ideration of 
the report of the Société, 

All, therefore, that His Majesty's Government 
had committed themselves to so far in regard to 
the project was this: they had agreed in principle 
toa junction of the Indian and Russian railways 5 
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Dut this theoretical assent, which was expressly 
coupled with certain conditions made in the 
military and commercial interests of Great Britai 
and India, was subject to the junction of the 
two systems being financially practicable, 
for His Majesty's Government carefully refrained 
from holding out any prospect of a guarantee, 

In the autumn of 1912 the Russian Foreign 
Minister visited this country and, influenced by 
certain developments in the progress of the 
Bagdad Railway system, his Excellency urged 
that the British and Russian Governments 
should move a step further in the ‘Trans 


Persian project®: the Russian Government had 


decided that it was imperative to link up $8 


their system with Tehran; a concession to build do 


this connvcting lino might therefore be sought by 8 


the Société d'ltudes, who at the same time 
might apply for an option for the whole Trams. 
Persian Railway, 

Hix Majesty's Government agreed to support 
tho Société in this course at ‘Tehran, subject to all 
reservations already made, and on condition that 
the option, if obtained, should be “limited,” that 
is, that construction should not proceed beyond 
the Russian sphere until such time as H 

nt should consider it both 
politic and feasible, 

M, Sazonoff accepted this position ; and it was 
unequivocally agreed to hy the British group in 
October 1912, 

An altered situation has, however, just arisen 

ton declaration of the British group that 
thoy are unwilling to send a representative to 
negotiate at Tehran unless His Majesty's Govern- 
ment will modify to some extent their attitude of 
resorve, and agree to support them in securing an 
option, not merely for a ie, but for 
branches anid maritime facilities also, 

It is in thoso circumstances that the question 
has been referred to the Committee of Imperial 
Defence ; and, as it is no doubt felt that such a 
course will facilitate the work of the Committee 

1 making recommendations on the points sub- 

nitted, the ooeasion hus been taken to rvopen the 
whole question, including that of our agreement to 
the scheme in principle, ab initio. 

‘This fresh examination of the question is not 
unweleomed by the Foreign Office ; but as there 
may be points overlooked or insufficiently empha- 
sised, the following notes have been prepared :— 


* (The Germans, under the “Potedam ” 


jer the completion of the 


the Baga 


system.) 


reoment of 1911, hold a reversionary right 
‘build the Tehrab-Khanikin line if Russia 
not do so within « 


Frseribed tern 


janikin branch 
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No.1. 


Jf, a8 seems not unlikely, the Trans-Persian railway in its entirety should prove financially, 
‘uninviting, # cannot be overlooked that the scheme is not necessarily one indivisible whole, and 
@ presdre ow & laser ax such. Portions of tho lino, principally perhaps, within the Russian 
‘sphere but not improbably in. the neutral sphere as well will be carried out evontually, whether 
for not there is British participation. If attention be confined for the moment to the Russian 
sphere: here is an extensive region where British commerce ia considerable now and might in 
the future be increased, but where, under the terms of the Anglo-Russian Convention, 
British subjects are dobarred from railway enterprise, except by consent of the Russian 
Government. 
natural artery of 
re i concerned, i8 not 


Tebran. 

‘The Board of Trade havo roprosnt, in rogard to other railways, tat itwelhnigh impossible 
to insure against inequality of treatment. *hero in an. adequate representation of British 
intereste ou the board of management. The Russian Government in regard 0 this rallway 
propose British participation, anil the percentage of British representation on the Board is « point 
In regard to which His Majesty's Government have made full reservations, 

The most effective way” of precluding man n of ratex would pethaps be (a) am 
agreement with Russia to. this effect combined with (2) the establishment of an international 
«Races and Trafic Committee” whose would be to arrange and enforoe a tablo of. 
rates, and there could be machinery for appealing to an impartial expert if decisions were not 


No. 2. 


inland from the 


parti 
‘ren this oastb Gharavi a Onsite: li 
likely to prove efficient means of transport whero tho trade rival hae a railway ut his aorviow, 


i anged that Tn run through the 
Petldaraea Sn’ Kara 3h wil fSt qin eu Sotaecati sR CaLtd saris yUMtAD ain 
Journey through the wilderem doos not it must be eoucoderl, seem likely to, contrite to this 
Tonult? what inay, however, contribute to siccomful competition ie the possibility. that dian 
tue British goods can be went by sea to Bunder Abbas, and. thenoe bo conveyed, without, break 
€ bull, to tho very hewrt of tho Tusian sphere, “Should there: le a beanel from tho Tran 
Persian ling to Bushive (though thre may be objections to this on other grounds) thero would bo 
1 Gn af ort or th disatarttion of gon dentine for though tanaort to northewen 
find north Persia, 


‘Three further points of alleged financial disalantage in the ‘Trans-Persian Railway scheme 
hhave recently been subinitted for exatnination :— 
(a) The feared low to British shipping by diverting the mail subsidy from a British Company to 
tne hich well be internationals us ee 
(b.) If Bunder Abbas becomes a great port it will grow at the expense of Bombay and Karach 
(c) The sections of the railwoy between Karachi and Bunder Abbas would ineolee a dead lors to 
Helin een par (i DrthBluckisan) maa cna be ul by the Gonrant 


(a) The mail subsidy argument is familiar from the Bagdad Railway controversy; it ia 
plausible, but itis donbiful i i will bear closer examination. So long as the sea route romain tho 
quickest the mails will continue to he conveyed by sea, When the Bagdad ronto ix completed 
and if, a4 is probable, it is more expoditious, the public will mark Indian correspondence * vik 
Viewna," and the Post Office, as int fhe Siberian Railway, will adapt itself to. th 
common-sense of the public. “The question at issue will not be, then, whether the mail subsidy, 
should be paid to a British Company or an international railway’: it will be, should it be paid to, 
Sermian Railvray Company or to an international one partly British ? 


[1602] 
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(6) The. prospests of Bunder Abbas dovsloping as port are not dependent solsly on the 
coRseon ok he Lies Pa HeLa Poa ea ae ee eee 
Balle rom Bander Aten to Kernan oF Shira. 
(@) ‘The suppored loe to Indisn revenue from the line to Karachi rests on the sssamption 
that Hin Majentyn Goverment are pledged to a junction of the Tndian and Russian syeteme: 
ve ny antl ths tm pipe andthe comvnmaon i dependent on bg ith 
politic and fetible. Having regard to the’ reservations made by His Majeatys. Goverment 


tings financial liability, itis difficult to see how the Government of India can be called upon 

ull the reetion in B : to the unremunerative character 
of ay i, it in highly improbable, in the absence of a 
discovery of great-mineral wealth, that the line will be prolonged beyond Bunder Abbas, unless, 
in the courge of time, there should be @ sufficient surplus on. the lines west of Binder Abbas to 
enable the Société to hand over annually such a sum as would cover any loss on the section 
built by the Government of India in British Haluchintan. 


No. 5. 


he next point is this: asmuming, merely for the sake of argument, that a ‘Trans-Persian 
Ruilway project in likely in whole or in part to be realised, can we gain any strategical or 
political advantaye hy participation i 

Te haw bow by military authorities that if we can determine the alignment 
vant break of gauge, aud if we cau lay down other conditions, then, even if we are not in a 


pos , what in some quarters is 
consider 


partly iy 
oii up to tho Hinits of the Itissian spores and. when oaco. the Hie is built so far ie wil 
Ho w natural development if Russi trade expands into the neutral aphere, Such expanaion 
of trade might rennouably be Tolowad by a prolongation of the Tussin Hie tuto the neutral 
‘phere, and an thie would be fn wo neuseoppuwed tothe Convention of 1907 we could rao no 
ahjection, 
Hy participation now we might exjpnlnto that no uch extension of tho 
the neutral pera nhoutd Bo in the diction of the alleged. danee-pia 
thon, in the tuikuly went of Iuiia becoming hati, have ample warnlog. before an ex 
49 Kermat could’ Be nuite, Thon the "eat fn act satin, in, 
extonsion ning bo made to Kerman, primarily tomeet tho developmenta of tradey aud we shall have 
10 Mall rod of ejection ; 
‘Turninyg now 10 the political wide, what ate the advantages to us of partiipation ? 
ly els ie may aid tat em opuration 
locales it ina natural woquonce ofthe A 
Eounvand ity not merely in Persia hero it afford 
the whiola alle th Tanger mplere_ of LM, Sazonolt, 
fs mumrand Septeinbet, 191, haw exp requcat 
wernuent by the pe alone, 
f ose, ot ner, wits doute, wilisge comme 
nt profoul entre la Graude-Brotagne vt la Rui," 

What, on t Hand, may be the result of reuing co-operation? It may be to being 
about a. Ruse combiuation, Rest commercial aud thou politial, in. the’ Middle East 
Such couruniantion would be farenching i is consequencer and could not fall to. ovoke 
foriouw migting aud We would in the event of trouble betwee il and Germany, to nay 
huthing of hott in Bure, expote Inia to th risk uf combined attack by Germany 
ad Rua 

‘To, posible objections muguest themealver: it may be urged that German and. Russian 
inoront a the Midilo Baat aro_0 divergent that a reconetiation ie virtually sepracticables and 
anay bo urged that the existence of a Pruns:Persan Ieailway would be no safeguard against auch 
a canibination aout it berotoe a fact. 

‘ho muawer 0" the ection is that the Potadam agreement has shown Russian and 

to be irecoicllable, “The substance of agreement was 
NCO 1 Op Bagdad Railway ; (2) Rusia unvlertook to link ‘Tehran 
Rallway iBOU Gansnnots oun Mer unssentarirouie Tatras is 
Russin not commencing within a. proscribed term 
ts in North P 
how this agreement wight develop if Great Britain were to mect Russian 
Ciroperatinn by: num posure attitude, Russa aight veck: to divert 
German activity. from the! Kbauikiv- Tehran concession to. the neutral spiere, where Russian 
ntoroate are Tews imprtant, and the change would be eflected at Batish expense, 

‘As to tho existeuce ofa Trait Peraian Railway being uo eafeguard ajgainet « Ruseo-German 
combination, the argument advanced. should rather Uo that if Great Dritain and usta, by 
@ ‘wellconsidered scheme of co-operution, have earmarked desirable. concessions, formiag 


connecting fiuks iu « possible ‘Trans-Persian’Tine, then there is lees scope for a Russo-Germen 
‘eombiuation. 
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No. 6. 


Finally, is the Trans-Persian Railway inevitable? It has recently been argued! with some 
force that it is not: and if by a Trans-Perrian Railway in understood the junction of the Indian. 
cand Russian railways then, except perhaps as roganis the distant future, the conclusion acems 
correct. 

But it docs not necessarily follow that many of the lines which might ultimately form 
connecting links in trunk railway are not inevitable, and perhaps this distinction has nat beon. 
sufficiently brought out. 

It is prosuried that railway is only inevitable if itis certain that it wil pay, ori i in 
necessary to the parties concerned for eomamercial or political reasons, If theso testa be adoptod, 
fair ease can be made out to show that the greater part of the ‘Trans-Persian project, i8 
inevitable. It probably is so from the Russian frontier at Astara to the shiores of the Persian, 
Gulf and to the limit of the British sphero at Sunder Abbas, 

‘Tho parties concerned aro India, Persia, Russia, and Germany, 

‘The advantages to Indian and British trade Of securing railway acvess to north-west and 
north Persia have been touched upon already. ‘The British Rosident in the Persian Gulf hae 
‘oxpressed the belief that both Indian and British trade would benefit by the projected railway, 
‘and find new openings. 

As togarda Persia, Sir P. Cox, in tho light of Toeal experience, has stated it cannot but bo 
‘supposed that the general effect of the railway would be to improve tho administration, develop 
the country, and increase the capacity of the Persian market!” thas, on tho other hand, boon, 
argued that Persia, while likely to benofit greatly by British railways from the Gulf, has nothing, 

gain ly the extension of tho Russian line east of Yozd: but aurcly thin cat maken 
sufficient allowance for the administrative advantage of connecting the Central Goveramout at 
‘Toliran. with the outlying provinces by direct communicat 

As rogards Russia, it can hardly be denied that sho would derive benofit fron 
‘aceens to the shores of the Pe 

‘As regards German; that. a large portio 

id to pass up inlaud from the Gulf, It is urgedy h 

inovitable it will not be the Russian project, but a extension from Khanikin to Youd, 
is likely to ruin tho Russian schenne, on the ground that tho Germans can and will offeot « 
circuit. 

‘This criticinm appears to rofer to a through traffic from Europe to India: it iy not quito clear 
why it in held to be it the German than vid the Russian route, nor why tho Gen 
be so asnured av to obtaining, the extension to Yexd, but oven if they do obtain it there iH no 
palpable rearon nding that a Russian live from ‘Teliran to Yeud, and « possible extension 
of that Russian Tine to the Persian Gulf, ehould be ruined by a German line coming from a totally. 
diferent direction, Khaniki 

‘Tho upshot xeoma to be that, even if His Maje rnmont-adopt an attitude of dotache 
ment, a great portion of a Trans-Pernian project sovins so likely to be curried out ax ulimost to, 
Justify the epithet of “nevi 
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Tt remains to consider what the attitude of His 
Majesty's Government should be: they have 
agreed to support the Société at ‘Tehran in 
seeking for a “limited” option for a railway 
across Persia: that is, an option which, outside 
the Russian sphere, is not to be exercised until 
His Majesty's Government consider it politic and 
feasible. 

Tt seems advisable that the attitude of Hix 
Majesty's Government should be comprehensively. 
defined, for purposes of record, in a conimunication 
to the Russian Ambassador; this communication 
should contain, as an enclosure, a copy of the 
proposed reply (vide infra) to Sir W. Garstin ; 
it should in particular recall that one of the 
reservations made by his Majesty's Government 
from the first was that there should be absolute 
equality of treatment over the whole system, and 
it should suggest that, before an application for 
an option is made at Tehran, tho British and 
Russian Governments should formally signify to 





equality, as unless it is so admitted (which to us 
the Russian Government have not yet expressly 
done), there will be much adverse comment in 
this country. As the Russian Governm 
already adinitted the principle to German 
“Potsdam” agreement about the Khanikin—Tehran 
project, they could not reasonably refuse to do 
0 to us, 

‘The reply to the letters dated the 9th and 
20th December from Sir W. Garstin might, it is 
submitted, be on the following lines : 


In the first place, answers should be given to 
the four spocific questions, (a), (B), (c) ant (a), 
asked in the former letter. (See Appendix 
No. 1.) 


(a) ‘That His Majesty's Government have 
‘expressed themselves as prepared, on certain 
conditions, to assent in principle to the project of 
of a Truns-Persian Railway, ‘That those con- 
ditions are, inter alia, that the line shall not 
be prolonged beyond the Russian sphere until, 
and in such measures as, His Majesty's Governe 
mont shall consider it both politic and feasible; 
that the main line from Yea must enter the 
British sphere at or near Bunder Abbas and 
must not be aligned vit Kerman; that there 
must be a break of gauge at Bunder Abbas 
if the Tino passes east of that point; that His 
Majesty’ Government undertake no financial 
guarantee in regard to the project 
shall be fair and adequate repr 
British interests on the board of max 
and a proper percentage of construction orders 
scoured to British contractors; that absolute 
equality. of treatment in all respects shall be 
‘guaranteed to British and British-Indian trade 
passing over the whole system; and that certain 
Iranches, to whieh further referen be made, 
shill be secured to British concessionnaires in the 
outta and British sphere 
the answer is in the affirmative, 
His Majesty’s Government trust that such 
progress may be made in regard toa well-considered. 
scheme inthe south as will render possible an 
amd it powible simultaneous start in con 
struction there, 
(.) That His Majesty’s Governm 
mitted : that the concessions in ques 
Bunder Abbas-Kerman one in the British sphere 


« {ft wil obviously bo more dient to 
get the principle accepted if we wait till the 
option is secured; and, as we know from 
previous correspondence that the Moscow 
Inerchants are opposed to equality of treat- 
Teut, we had better get the principle 
formally accepted before the Russian 
Govertiment are faced with a formidable 
agitation in favour of differential treatment.) 
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(which would have to be purely British-controlled), 
and certain lines (other than the one projected 
from Mohammerah to Khorremmabad) which, in 
view of the predominance of British trade, should 
be preponderatingly British though not devoid of 
substantial international participation both in 
construction and management, 

(@) That His Majesty's Government would be 
prepared to recommend to the parties interested 
in the projects (other than the Mohammerah— 
Khorretnmabad line) in the neutral sphere that it 
would be subservient to British intrest 
would effect an amalgamation with the B 
group of the Société d'Ntudes, who, in consultation 
with His Majesty's Government, might then 
arrange the degree and nature of the foreign 
participation in question, 


Referring then to Sir W. Garstin's letter of the 
20th December, it might be intimated ;-— 


1, That His Majesty's Government would agree 
to enclosure (A) (seo appendix No, 2) on condition 
that the words 'd’Astara Gunttar” aro omitted 
(as there is no need to specify this to the Persian 
Government pending the survey), and on condition 


that the Société definitely accepts the position 
that the question of maritime fuoilities to bo 
granted in Southern Persia, and of the control 
of such port or ports, must be the subject of 
agrecinent between the British and Persian 
Governments, 

2, That His Majesty's Government would agree 
to enclosure (B) (see appendix No, 2), subject to 
the insertion of an additional clause to the effect 
that a permanent “ Rates and ‘Traflio” Committee 
shall be instituted to enforos, by whatever means 
may be most effective, absolute equality or 
treatment over the entire Trans-Persian system, 
that British interests shall be adequately repre- 
sented on this Committee, and that, in the event 
of disagreement, there shall be a right of appeal 
to an impartial railway expert. 

ALP. 

Foreign Office, 

January 18, 1918. 


[1602] 








74 
APPENDIX No. 1. 


Eztract from Sir W. Garstin's Letter of December 9, 1912. 


(a) BEFORE proceeding further it would seem essential to learn whether His 
Majesty's Government view with favour or disfavour the prospect of direct railway 
communication between India and Europe via Russia. 

3.) It would appear desirable to know whether His Majesty's Government desire 
British financial interests to continue co-operation in the Société d'Etudes in spite of 
uch co-operation lealing primarily to facilitating railway construction in Northern 
Persian only, 

(c.) In the event of His Majesty's Government being already committed to supy 
other applicants for railway concessions in the British and neutral spheres, it would 
‘seem essential to learn the scope of such concessions, 

(GO Ti view af te possillsaflvancorsent of confieting projesta for rallway service 
in the British and neutral spheres, the British group would be glad to learn whether 
His Majesty's Government have any suggestions as to a solution of the situation which 
may ariso from rival claims in this portion of Persian territory, 


APPENDIX No. 2. 


(Enclosure A in Sir W, Garstin’s Letter of December 20, 1912.) 
Draft of Letter to Persian Minister for Foreign Affaire, 

M, le Ministre 

LA Socidté intornationale d'iitudes du Chemin de For transpersan, qui s'est créée 
veo lo concours des principaux établisiements financiers francais et” russes et avee 
colui d'uny des plus grandes maisons de Londves et de ses co-participants, a notifié 6a 
fondation & son Excellence M. le Ministre de Perse & Paris, en lo priant d’en faire part 
Ason Gouver 

Tan réponse transmise par sou Excellence Samad Khan Montazos Sultaneh, 
wormettant de présuiner un favorable accueil de la part du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté 
le Schuh, In socidté siadresse donc en toute confiance & votre Exeelleuce pour obten 
los autorisations, facilité, ot titres qui Tui seront néoessaires afin de mener & bien 
Ventropriso dofinie par wes stat 

Dans ponsée, cotte wuvre sora le début avantageuse & Empire de Perse en 
ASveloppant, au profit de ses populations, de son industrie, de gon commerce, de son sol 
eb do son administration elle-mome les ress de toute nature que Vabsence de 
grandes voies de communioati hui inutilisées. 

A cet effet, nous prious votre Excelence de nous faire accorder :— 


torisations nécossaires pour les dtudes et les travaux préparatoires pour 
p pre par 


ion, sur territoire persan, d'un chemin de fer reliant les 
indo-britannique, d’Astara X Guattar par Téhéran, 

2, Une option an profit de notre société pour la concession de cette ligne, dans une 
forme susceptible de garantir les intéréts engagés. 


frontidres russe et 


It serait, également nécossaire dassurer A la société In possibilité de s'entendre 
ultérieurement avec le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté le Schah, sur les embranchements 
prs vlaboration du tracé, conformément aux études et travaux susmentionnés 
Aeriiont jugés indispensables au bon fouctionnement de In ligne projetée, et, au 
développement éeouomique des régions traversées. Les embranchements pourraient 
‘tre détinis dime fagou plus présise au fur et & mesure de Fachdvement des études. 

NH devrait également otro assurd & la société, afin de garantir les intéréts du trafic 
futur, que le Gouvernement Impérial nlaccordera. pas sang entente préalable avee 
cvlle-ci dle concession deport sur un peint queleonque de la ligne principale et dea 
embranchements, 

La socisté contic A une mission spéciale Te soin de présenter sa requéte au 
Gouvernement persan délégués y ajouteront toutes les explications complé- 
mentaires utiles d'étudier avec Administration Impériale le détail des 
questions qu'dnimbre sommairement In présente pétition, 

Nous prions le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste le Schah de vouloir bien accueillir nos 
délégués uvee bienveillance et de leur accorder toute réance quand ils parleront au nom 
de la Société d'Etudes, 
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(Enclosure B in Sir W. Garstin’s Letter of December 20, 1912.) 
Terms of Agreement, 


AYANT pris en considération Vaccord survenu entre les Gouvernements britannique 
‘et russe au sujet de loption A demander par la Société d'Etudes au Gouvernement 
persan pour la ligne projetée, les groupes s'engagent : 

1. Ace que toute activité de la société sur territoire persan soit subordonnée & 
Yaccord du Gouvernement russe ou anglais respectivement. aes 

En oe qui coneerne en particulier les embranchements et les ports qui seraient 
jugé indipenssbles an bon fonctionnement, do a ligne principale daprts les résultate 
Ges études, les groupes stengagent  soumettre au préalable tous ses projets d l'appro- 
bation du Gouvernement intéressé. ahaat 

2, Ace que les questions relatives au contréle, i la construction et & Vadministration 
des trongons de a ligne principale des embranchements et des ports, soient également 
‘soumises & l'approbation du Gonvernement intéressi : Ae 

3. A ce que rien conténu dans engagement qui précdde ne soit susceptible dtre 
interprété comme admettant imposition de tarifs préférentiols dans Jes zones respectives 
‘ou justifiant Vapplication de toute inesure d'indgalité de traitement A Pégard des facilites 
de transport sur les lignes eoncédées en Perse i la Société d’ tudes, 





[1993) No. 75 
Inilia Ofice to Foreign Osice —(Recvived January 14.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of euclosures in a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the 
Government of India, dated the 26th December, 1912, relative to Russian native agent: 
in Chahar Mahal district (Persia), 


India Office, January 13, 1913. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 75. 
Lioutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India, 


Bushire, Novembor 28, 1912, 
WITH referonos to the concuing paragraph of His Majexty's Ministors dena 
No. 109, dated the Sth June, 1972, 1 have the honour to forward, for the information 
of the Government of India, a copy of a despatch which T have addressed to. His 
Minister, giving cover to a communication from His Majesty's vice-consul, 
h the latter reports the establishment by the Russian consulate-general 

at Ispaban of a native agent in the Chahar Mahal district, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 75, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W, Townley. 


Bushire, Novomber 23, 1912, 

WITH reference to the concluding paragraph of your’ Excellency’s despatch 
No. 109, dated the Sth Jie, 1912, to His Majesty’s Foreign Office, [ haye the honour 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter which I have received from His 
Majesty's vice-consul, Ahwaz, reporting the establishment: by the Russian consulate at 
Ispahan of a hative agent in the Chahar Mahal district. 

2. Previous instances of specitic Russian interest in the Bakhtiari affairs were 
reported by Lieutenant Ranking in his despatches dated the 20th August and the 
13th October, 1910, regarding the relations of the Zaigham-us-Sultaneh, Bakhtiari, 
with the late ML Bogoluvlensk the Russian consul at Ispabun, 

I have sent « copy of this letter with enclosures to the Government of India and to 
His Majesty's consul-general, Ispahan, 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 75, 
Captain Grey to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox. 


Ahwaz, November 9, 1912. 

T HAVE the honour to report that when in the high country I learnt that the 
Russian consul-genoral, Ispahan, has recently established an agent in Chahar Mahal, 
who is especially charged to report British activities in the Bakhtiari country and the 
movements of British officials and others. This individual is a brother of the Sardar-i- 
Tang's nunshi—Mirza Mubammad Bakir Khan—and lives at Chalshutar, near 
Dobkurd. 

Tt appears that when the Sardar-i-Jang was Governor of Yezd in 1910 his mirza 
established very friendly relations with a merchant there who was a Russian subject. 
‘This merchant recommended the munshi to the notice of the Russian consul at Ispat 
with the result. that the Intter approached the Sardar's munshi with the pro 
that he should accept the post of Russian agent in Chahar Mahal in return for Russian 
protection, 5 

‘The munshi agreed to accept the post, provided the Russian consul-general obtained 
the sardar’s permission, ‘The Russian eonsul-general obtained Sardar.i Jang’s sanction, 
and the appointment was about to be mad when the Russian consul-general lost his 
life under the circunstances of which you are aware, 

‘The Surdar-i-Jang shortly afterwards lelt for Tehran, and the matter remained 

led until his return to Ispihan in the end of 1911, M. Dolgopolof had then 
become acting consul-goneral, and again took up the matter, sending his dragoman, 
Muhammad brahim, to see the munshi and enquire whether he was still willing to 
accept the appoin 1 i himself no longer desired to accept 
the post, but that his brother would do so, provided the acting consul-general would 
give him written guaranteos regu protection he was to receive froin the Russian 
Authorities, ‘The dra licial reply explained that the acting consul-general 
had no authority to give the written guarantees asked for, but that they would be 
provided on the arrival of the permanent incumbent, aud that in the meantime the 
present letter would serve ax a guarantee, 

On this Mirza. Muhaminad Bakit's brother left for Chahar Mabal with instructions 
to roport all Bakhtiari news of interest, and especially to watch the movements of 
British officials and other travellers in Bulkhtiati counte 

‘This agent attached one of his men to Captain Eekford’s caravan as a guard when 
the latter Was recently touring in Chahar Mabal 

‘Tho agent his at present no official status, and performs the duties of news- 
writer only, 





(1997) No. 76, 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office —(Received January 1A.) 


3, Saltera’ Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sin, January 13, 1913, 

IN further reply to your letter of the 20th December, I have the honour to inform 
you that Mr. V. A. Cresar Hawkins was elected as director reprosenting His Majesty's 
Government on the board of this company on the Sth instant. 

Thave, &e. 
FRED. W. PARRY, Seeretary, 





{1959} No. 77. 
Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 14.) 


(No. 15.) 

‘Telogtaphic.) R. St, Petersburgh, January 13, 1913. 

MY telegram No, 13 of 11th Jam i 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to-< 

following is a summary :— 


aide-mémoire in reply, of which 


“The new Persian Government having now been formed, the reason advanced by 
E, Grey for deferring his proposed communication to the Regent no longer exists, 


7 


and the Russian Government therefore urge that such a joint communication should 
be made at once. While most anxious to see a strong Government, established, 
Russian Government do not as yet feel convinced of the working capacity of the new 
Cabinet. All its members have already been tried and found wanting, and Prime 
Minister is of advanced age and lacks decision, while Motamin is known only for 
his unsuccessful project of judicial reforms. Attitude of the Russian Government 
‘must! therefore) depend on ronulta) achieved by the iow Cabinet and. its good 
dispositions towards Russia, Russian Government continue to think large loan 
necessary and will co-operate in its conclusion, subject to necessary guarantees, 
‘They also agree to an advance on account of large loan without fixing the exact amount 
beforehand, after the railway concessions have been accorded. ‘The Russian Govern 
ment sincerely desire the recall of their troops, but as the latter in existing conditions 
offer the sole guarantee for security of Russian subjects and trade, they cannot at 
present diminish their numbers, nor can they fix a date for their withdrawal, which 
must depend on the re-establishment of order. They see no objection to consulting the 
new Cabinet as to the choice of a new Regent, provided that appointment of Regent is 
only affected in agreement with the two Powers, ‘They cannot express an opinion as to 
the Prime Minister's programme of reforms, not having yet seen the text. ‘They 
considler that there is no ground for acting as you propose with regard to Saad. ‘They 
see no reason for accusing him of intrigues; as according to their information, the 
‘movement against the former Cabinet was exclusively caused by popular dissatisfaction 
with its members. 

““Purther, Sand’s cause at the commencement was by no means hopeless, and only 
became 80 in consequence of failure to exercise pressure in. good time on tho Regent, 
owing to His Majesty’s Government having made such pressure conditional on an 
advance to Persia of 1,000,000, to which the Russian Government, unfortunately 
‘could not consent.” 


In the course of our conversation Minister for Foreign Affairs said that you would 
find the Russian Government very accommodating, and that if the new Government 
proved capablo of coping with the situation ho would willingly give it his support 

could not induce him to consent to the proposed communication to Sand nor to the 
withdrawal of small portion of the Russian troops. With regard to Shuja, his Exeel- 
Tency said that he was doing all he could to retain his services, as since he has been at 
‘Tabriz there have been no disturbances nor any loss to Russian trade, 

‘The Sipahidar, he remarked, was an arch intriguer, and he would like to seo him 
appointed governor of another province. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 18.) 


(1351) No. 78, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 15.) 
‘lographic.) Foreign Office, January 14, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 660 of 29th December, 

T agree that 5002 is adequate as compensation for Lieutenant Bullock in addition 
to other claims mentioned in your despatch No, 247 of 20th November. 

sajgh tt Showa inform Persian Government that thi sum will bo filed with othor 

claims, 





(1614) No. 79. 


on Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
{ret raphie.) Ry Foreign Office, January 14, 1913, 

“FOBR Petegium No. 17 of 12th January. ae a 

You should inform the Persian Government that I am sincerely glad to learn that 
they contemplate taking serious measures for the re-establishment of order in tho 
south, and that I will most carefully consider what His Majesty's Government can 
do to assist them financially in this task as soon as the railway concessions are 
granted. (End of R.) 


[1602] 
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(Confidential ea 
errs Uae alranetncal partion ot ary eneaare that His Majesty's Government 
may make might be devoted to this object, and might be paid as wanted to 
Major O'Connor, who would be responsible for its use to the best puprose. 















(1612) No, 80. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
. 31.) 
i ogrohie Foreign Office, January 14, 1913. 


SIR W. TOWNLEY'S telegram No. 15 of 11th January: Formation of Persian 
Cabinet. atts: e rs Z 

You should give substance foVRussian Minister for Foreign Affsirs and impress 
‘upon him my strong hope that he will at once instruct Russian Ambassador at Paris 
to join His Majesty's Ambassador in informing the Regent that he should lose no time 
in approving: 
se Nope that his Execlleney will instruct M. Poklewsky to convey a message of 
encouragement to the new Cabinet, a3 I shall instruct Sir W. ‘Townley to do. 
(Repeated to Paris, No, 15, and Tehran, No. 16.) 

















(1612 No. 81. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(No. 16.) te 
(Welegraphic.) Foreign Office, January 14, 1913. 


MY telegram No, 31 of Mth January to Sir G. Buchanan: Formation of new 
Porsian Cabinet, ; Pes 
You should act accordingly a8 soon ax your Russian colleague is similarly 
instructed. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, $2, and Tehran, No. 17.) 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 83. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic) P. January 7, 1913. 
ERSIAN Gulf: Buoying and lighting. ) 
Please see letter from Resident, Bushire, dated 13th ultimo, of which a copy was 
sent direct to you. It is propased to give him authority to act as proposed in BAK and 
seventh paragraphs of that leer, | Acoapianeo of notico by forsign ensulats without 
comment will strengthen our position, while protest by any of them will afford us 
specific grounds for presenting Persian Government with demand that our prescriptive 
right of buoying and lighting coast of gulf shall be recognised formally, 









Enclosure 2 in No, 83, 
The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India, 


(lelegraphic.) P. India Offco, January 9, 1913. 

LIGHTS in Persian Gulf. 

Please refer to your telegram dated 7th January. 

Please say whether the lanterns at Bushire have been installed and are already 
working; if they have not, would it not be well to hold up the communication to the 
consuls til it is possible to inelude them ? 








Enclosure’ in No. 83. 
Government of India to the Marquees of Crewe, 


(Teleg January 12, 1913, 





Please refer to your telegram of 9th instant. ‘The lights of the Resideney, Bushire, 
be set up not later than 15th of this month, Notice to eonsuls should, we think, 
be issued immediately and should include lights referred to ubove, 








(2191) No. 82. 


India Office to Foreign Ofico—(Received January 15.) 


Sir, India Office, January 14, 1913. 
WITH reference to your 30th December, 1912, as to the financial 
administration of Southern Per ed to inform you that the Marquess of 
Crowe concurs in the proposal of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to instruct 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to discuss with the Persian Government and the 
treaguror-cenoral the formation of a local committee at Bushiro on the lines recom- 
mended by Sir P, Cox in his letter of the 15th September last. 
Tam, &e, 
'T. W. HOLDERNESS. 








[2194] No. 83. 
India Office to Roreign Office —(Received January 15.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams regarding the lighting and buoyage of the 
Porsian Gull 









India Ofice, January 15, 1913, 











(2202) No. 84, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Recvived January 16.) 






Tehran, January 15, 1913. 
15 of 13th January. 
in remarks called forth by the Russian aide-mémoire 





SY, PETERSBURGH telegram N 
May T-venture to make cer 
submitted by Sir G. Buchanai 
is not  peraona grata with the Russian Government, and this was one of 
the reasons which caused him to hesitate for so long before consenting to join the 
Cabinet, in which he will sit as an adviser, having only an insignificant portfolio. His 
presence should prove of immense. value in securing the suppor of all middlo and 
nisiness classes, who have great faith in his judgment and uprightness. ‘The new 
Cabinet are determined to press the Regent to return or to resign. It would, appear to 
me that action of the two Governments would be better employed in supporting such a 
step on the part of the Persian Government than in taking’ what might bo considered 
arbitrary action independently. 

Itis probable that considerable numbers of Russian troops could be withdrawn 
without risk from the neighbourhood of Kohi, but it would not in my opinion be 
advisable to make large reductions at Tabriz or Kazvin at present, 

Saad-ed-Doyleh was most undoubtedly in close touch with the Azerbaijan move- 
ment, and hus in the meantime been intriguing here, but, given circumstances of his 
return to Tehran, such behaviour in a country like Persia’ appears to me pardouable 
T would venture to suggest that no action be taken against him unless it can be proved 
later on that he is the source of danger to the new Cabinet, when that body has been 
fairly established, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 




































[2208] 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 15.) 
(No, 20,) 
(Gelegraphic) R. Tehran, January 15, 1913. 

PAKS finances, 

‘The Belgian ‘Treasury agent has now reached Shiraz, and has had long and 
Satisfactory conversation with the British consul. He pointed out that, although 
judicious expenditure of 15,0001. advanced by His Majesty’s Government tay enable 
the Governor-General to carry on his administration till the end of the current Persian 
year, his Excelleney will find himself at the commencement of tho new year, namely, 
towards the end of March, in an even worse position than at present, for this reason, 
that he will have created a military force, and will have no funds from which to defray. 
their salaries. ‘The revenues in Persia are collected at the new year, but in Fars they 
are recovered during the metimes June, when the 
migrating. tribes cross certa more or less easily under the 
influence of the tax-gathorers y his troops, the Governor-General 
will have to contend with their compl ily degenerate into disorders, 
and will have no foreo upon which ho can rely to coerce tribesmen into paying the taxes. 

‘The treasury agent estimates the cost of monthly administration at 10,000 tomans 
(rathor loss than'$,0001,), and the British consul is of the opinion that funds to carry on 
for from four to six months are necessary, although it is ealculated that if all goes well it 

Ibe possible to recover about 90,000, in revenue during the coming year, T am 

ings that cost of tho administration must be cut down where possible. — Expected 
improvement in security and prosperity of the province, will not be sufficiently marked 
in short time at the Governor-Cenoral’s disposal for it to be possible to make an 
rangement with the imperial bank of Persia, such as is suggested in your telegram 
No, 704 of 3rd December last. 

T woul venture to sugzest that it is most essential that the scheme of 
practical administration now being elaborated should be continued, whilst irreparable 
injury may bo done if the march of progress is checked, ifeven for a'short space of time, 
by want of funds, | Tam of opinion that 30,0001. should suffice to enable the Governor 
General to place his administration on a thoroughly sound basis, as he would tus be 
provided with funds until nearly the end of June, T would beg to submit, for your 
‘most favonrablo consideration, that the above-mentioned sum, should be advanced to 
the Persian Government, on the same conditions as the previous 15,0001, or that it 
should be especially set aside for the above purpose out of tho next advance. 





(2390) No. 86, 
India Ofiee to Foreign Opie —(Received January 16.) 


Sir, India Ofiee, January 15, 1913. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to invite the attention of 
Soorotaty Sir E, Grey to the demi-official telegram of the 7th January froin Sir Perey 
Cox, political resident at Bushire (of which a copy was forwarded to your departmene 
on the 8th instant), regarding tho agreement made with Sheikh Sir Khazal Khan as to 
the Teas of land on Khor Musa, Subject to the concurrence of Sir E. Gre 
Marquess of Crewe proposes to authorise Sir P, Cox to convey to the sl 
expression of the thanks of his Majesty's Government and their appreci 
liberal action in the matter. 


A copy of the telegram which itis proposed to dispatch to the political resident is 
enclosed for the information of the Secretary of State for Forvign Affairs. 


Tam, &o, 
T. W. HOLDERNESS. 
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[2407] No. 86°. 
India O fice to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 16.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy ofa telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 9th January, and 
a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 15th January, 1913, regarding Persian Gulf 
defences, 

Copy has been sent to the Admiralty. 


India Ufice, January 16, 1913. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 86°. 
The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India, 


(elegraphic.) P. India Office, January 9, 113, 

DEFENCES in Persian Gulf, 

Meeting of Committee will not be Meld till the 16th January, s0 if you wish to 
add to the remarks in your telegram of the 8th instant, please do so. Please inform 
nye whether Tam right in believing that by your proposed veasrs te defences of 
the port itself, as contemplated by the Chief of the General Staff in his note of the 
Srl January, 1911, would be rendered unnecessary, and whether in order to defend 
the line from Karachi to port in question, additional measures of an extensive nature 

he required. 


Enclosure 2 in 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crowe. 


(Telegraphic) P. Janviary 15, 1913, 
FOLLOWING is in reply to your telegram: of the 9th Janary regarding defences 
in Persian Gulf 


Wo have nothing to add to our telegram of the Sth instant as itis impossible to 
consider question further or more fully in short time at disposal, It is probable 
that defences would eventually be required for the port itself, but to what extent is a 
question dependent on our relations with Russian Government, In our previous 
telegram referred to we pointed out that any measure aimed at securing naval control 
of Persian Gulf, involves defences and military garrisons including the actual port at 
which Gulf coast is reached by railway, . 

With reference to defence of line from Karachi to port, which passes over 
800 miles of desert more or less waterless—if decision in favour of a line along the 
coast is in the end arrived at—in opinion of our military adviser method of defouce 
would be to hold lightly positions across line in front of and delaying advancing force, 
aud at same time to land in rear of their advance parties which would. constantly 
threaten and interrupt their communications, Ability to threaten simultaneously at 

¥ points would be provided by mobility of naval force. In addition, in case of all 
bridges, the. piors should bo built to’ bave properly sized and situated recesses for 
‘uly zeeepton of explosives for purpose of demolishing them Without dela 

But with reference to second question of your telegram uncer roply it is hoped to 
‘address you at early date on whole question of alignment of Trans-Porsian Rallway, 
We trusi therefore that till our despatch with report of Tnter-Departmental Committee 
is received, final decision regarding defences in Persian Gulf may be postponed, 
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[2393 No. 87. 


Memorandum respecting the Entrance to Persian Gulf.—(Received at Foreign Office, 
January 16, 1913.) 
(Secret.) 


THE Government of India, on being asked for their views on this subject in 
connection with the proposed 'Trans-Persian railway, replied as follows — 


Telegram from Government of India to Seeretary of State, dated January 8, 1913. 
* (Secret.) 

“Your telegram of the 3rd January. Naval and military position at entrance to 
Persian Gulf. Short time hus prevented our considering case as fully as we should have 
wished, but following are our views :— 

“On assumption that either main line or branch line of Trans-Persian railway will 
touch coast at Bunder Abbas, we consider following alternatives are necessary to secure 
nayal control of Gulf :— 


“(qj To. secure anchorage in Clirence Strait by holding positions on Hormuz, 
Larak, and Kishm Islands to command approaches to the anchorage, at the same time 
to enforee rights of pre-emption on Musandim Peninsula, which we appear to possess 
under Muscat treaty of 1891; or 

“(b,) To establish naval station at Khor Kawai, securing at same time our position 
in regard to islands of Hormuz, Larak, and Kishm, either by agreement with Persia or: 
by de facto occupation ; or 

«(o,) A. combination of above, viz., to secure anchorage in Clarence Strait and also 
to establish coaling station at Khor Kawai. 


“Prom strategic standpoint first alternative would provide fine spacious anchorage 
and probably best position for control of Gulf waters, Defence, however, of anchorage 
would involve disposal of considerable force to command various approaches, and there 
is no good harbour for use as coaling station, 

“Second alternative provides a position which could more easily and efficiently be 
EU enil suraelhntomertitcaiosl care dea malisonrclos Geatheajaedtens, Aiton, 
however, much more restricted and position is less favourable than Olarence Strait, and 
does not dominate Persian coast. 

“Third alternative would give most effective control, but would make greater 
demand for defence. Nor [?from] analogy of Gibraltar and Aden would it appear 
necessary for the purpose in view to occupy position on both shores, and it is probable 
that our control could be made effective by secured base on one shore with rights of 
pre-emption or flying naval station on opposite shore. ‘The above or any measures to 
ensure naval control in Gulf waters will involve defences and military garrison, extent 
and number of which cannot now be estimated. On tlie whole, for the purpose of Trans- 
Persian railway we prefer alternative (a), but there are obvious difficulties in the way 
of securing any agreement from Persian Government in regard to Hormuz, Larak, 
Kishm, or Henjam. In regard to Henjam, our position has been strengthened by the 
establishment of a telegraph station, and we might unobtrusively, if an agreement with 
Persia is impossible, establish our position on Horn Larak, and Kishm by other 
means, With regard to Khor Kawai there should, if necessary, be little difficulty in 
inducing Sultan to grant us a lease which would enable us to make a naval base or 
coaling station there, but are we not estopped by treaty of 1862 with France as 
interpreted in the Bander-Gisseh case?” 


Notes. 


‘The Government of Indin have been told that they have another week, and have 
been asked to supplement the above if they wish, 
In the meantime the following remarks are offered :— 


‘The question of the best sites for a naval base and kindred purposes was carefully 
examnied during the years 1900-4, and in 1908 Lord Curzon went over the ground 
personally with Rear-Admiral Willes. The places now mentioned by the Government 
of India are those which by general admission we should occupy ourselves or prevent 
any one else from occupying, and it is perhaps not necessary further to examine the 
eyidence\ae to'thein responsive anaritae Thelin yaa ow Eoeeanch tient 
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1, ‘The places on the south coast of the entrance are on the promontory of Musaudim. 
Until the end of 1904 His Majesty's Government were of opinion that the evidence of 
the Sultan of Muscat’s ownership of the promontory was sufficiently vague to justify 
them in ignoring it if they thought fit, and flagstaffs were actually erected in November 
1904 on ‘Telegraph Island, Sheep Island, and the Maklab isthmus. But in Febraary 
1905 it was d cided (on the recommendation of the Committee on Imperial Defence, 
Mr. Balfour presiding) not to maintain the staffs on the two latter for reasons of policy, 
but to rely on Lord Lansdowne's declaration in the House of Lords, of the 5th May, 
1908, for the protection of our interests. Lord Lansdowne's declaration was re-affirmed 
by implication in Sir E, Grey's despatch to Sir A. Nicolson, of the 29th August, 1907, 
which was published with the Anglo-Russian convention). _ Lord Morley finally ordered 
that the flagstaff'on Telegraph Island should not be maintained in 1908, In the mean- 
me, further evidence regarding the Sultan of Muscat’s ownership had come to light, 
which caused a change of view, and in the counter-case which His Majesty's Government 
presented before ‘The Hague ‘Tribunal, on the occasion of Muscat arbitration, it was 
‘admitted that * from Ras Dibba to Tibba (Tibet) the coast forming the promontory of 
ly before and since 1864 exercised 
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nd the other islands, in that it 












Hield, the position appears to be as follows: 
ide of the entrance to the Gulf we need only to * 





that if we occupy one 
other: 


(a) Ifwe occupy the north side, we must rely on Lord Lansdown 
for the sterilisation of Musandim (except as regards Telegraph Island) ; 

(.) If we want to occupy Musaidim, we are precluded by the Anglo-French 
declara cept as regards elograph Island, 








declaration 

















Tt will bo remembered that we ean buy the French ont of Museat by paying their 
the Gambia, the cession of which has hitherto been resisted by the Colonial 
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Oftion, 





‘The suggestio 
should acquire n lease of the promontory 
iting its occupation by a foreign Power. 






any other lo. 
th 








efor prosunably is tha a 
suitable parts of it, with a view to. pre 
"wo questions ariso -— 


___(a.) Would this be consistent with the i 
tion referred to above? It 
tie 15th Bebruary, 1899, Lord S 








ferpretation of the Anglo-French declara- 
1 conversation with M. Cambon on 
y ix his protest against the lease of 

Bunder Gisseh by tho French Government, said: “According to my trading of the 
ényagoment of 1862, it is not competent for France, as a State, to accept a lease. . . 
‘This viow, of course, would not apply to a lease given to a French citizen in his private 
capacity,” (Telegram to, - Monson, 15th. F Again, on the 
i Webruary when Lord Salisbury adhered to bis n of the French 
ment, M. Cambon, while not accepting it, said that “a suggestion whieh I {Lord 
had fn, and repeated again, that it might be ta 

oof a French ettizen, wos made diffioult on the present oceasion because the 
English newspapers to dictate such a conrse in a somewhat threatening 
manner.” (Lord Salisbuy BM 1899.) From this it is 
evident that (though « différent solution was eventually reached) both parties regarded 
a lease b ° man of straw” of a site for a couling station as consistent with the 
deolarat we were conversations only: there is no Fi 


































































(J.) Would the lease by a private individual give us the necessary control over the 
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waters of ‘the various khors in which the fleet of another Powor might anchor? 
Presumably, when relations became strained, our ships would take tie precaution to be 
there first, and, provided no fortifications are necessary, that would be sufficient? 


2, On the north side of the Gulf the position is ax follows :— 


At Basidu, at the extreme north-west point of the island of Kishm, we have had a 
station. since 1820, when it was granted by the Sultan of Muscat, who at that time 
claimed the island. ‘The barracks have fallen into decay, there are no permanent 
defences, and the small eoal dept is in process of transference to Henjam. A native 
agent resides there and flies the British flag Admiral Willes was of opinion that 
Basidu is of no practical value for naval purposes, 

On the island of Henjam we have a concession for a telegraph station granted by 
the Shah in 1865. The limits of it have not been defined, sts recently as 1906 the 
Persian Government have maintained that no land was conveyed at all, His Majesty's 
Government, however, hold that Persian acquiescence in our occupation from 1868 to 
1880 must. be regarded us equivalent to a formal concession of the land occupied, 
‘A wireless installation has recently beon authorised there as part of the Persian Gulf 
scheme.* Further, in April last His Mijesty’s Government authorised the transfer to 
Henjam of the coal depot formerly maintained at Basidu, and 5,000 tons of coal are 
being deposited there, So far the Persian Government have not protested. Adiniral 
Willes thought that Henjam was more suitable than Basidu as a signal station, but 
could not be transformed into a naval sta 

‘The Government of India make no suggestion as to how a further cession or lease 
of these islands, and of Larak and Hormuz, is to be obtained trom the Persian 
Government. 




















AH 
January 1913. 


Lord Lansdowne's Declaration of May 6, 1903. 





In the third place—I say it, without hesitation—we should regard the establish- 

naval base, ov ofa fortified port in the Perian Gulf by any ofr Powor aa a 
Bravo tonnos: to British interests, and we shonld certainly resist it with all the 
eans at our disposal, 














tract from Sir B, Grey's Despateh of August 29, 107, 


In onder to make it quite clear that the pi 
affect the position in the Gulf, and does not imply any change of policy respecting it 
gn th pact Of Great Brain) His Majesty'| Government tiiak i Neatableta| daw 
attention to previous declarations of British policy, and to reaflirm generally previous 
wnts 08 to British interests in the Persian Gulf and the importance of maine 
ng them, 





nt 1% not intended to 










































(2423) No. 88, 

(io, 21) _ Sit Ponte to Sir Batoard Grey —(Reecived January 10) 

No. 21.) 

(Telegraphic) Ry Tehran, January 16, 1913, 


YOUR telegram No. 16 of 14th January to Paris, 

‘The Regent's approval of new Cabinet has been received, and Ministers will be 
presented to the Shah on ISth January. 

(Sent to St, Petersburgh.) 





























* The other stations aro Bushite, Koweit, Babrein, and Debai (or Zora), 
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(2208) No. 80. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No, 22,) u 

(elegraphio.) R. Foreign Offce, January 16, 1913 
‘OUR telegram No. 20 of 16th January ; Fars finance. 

Please see my telegram No. 30 of 1th January to St. Petersburgh. 

‘This is a matter which could be arranged when advance of 250,000I. is made. 


[2202] No. 90, 
Sir Hdward Grey to Sir @ Buchanan, 
Pay 
‘loggraphic. Foreign Office, oJ , 1913, 
Houn MceaNOUCeION Tamaya eA ne ae 





You should bring to M. Saz 
a Motamin-ul-Mulk’s inclusion 
Despatches 


nuof's notice Sir WV, Townley’s reasons for satisfaction 
Cabinet (see his telegram No. 19 of 15th January). 
p h I have received show that the mere fact of the elimination of 
Bakhtiaris from the Government is in itself a great advantage, and it appears to me 
that the new Cabinet is worthy of our support on that ground alone, 

T concur in Sir W. Townley’s views as to procedure to be observed in regard to 
removal of Regent, who, 1 agree, should be made to resign. It would, however, be 
proferablo to limit our action to supporting Cabinet in their resolve to remove him, 
though we might enquire whether they would like {us to move in the matter 
independently, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 20.) 






















(1959) No. 01. 


oxy Sir Haward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
Tlegraphic.) foreign Office, January 16, 1913, 
FOUR tologeam No. 16 of 18th January: Politeal aon wataey 
While regret 6 not see his way to adop 

ny rate that he will send some 1 








ing my suggestion, 
sage of encouragement to the new 









that, upon the grant of the two railway 
It would be of no use 
ties will 





conces ill join in an ady 
unloss this advance were of @ substantial character, and T hope 
ho raised by the Ministry of Finance to the amount whic 
for, namely, 250,0001,, a8 reported in your te 
If delay is anticipated, I propose, subject Sxeelleney 
imay haye to offer, to advanco my share direetly. the two railway concessions are 
granted, as itis important that money should be fortheoming for the re-establishment 
af order in Fats and for the punishment of the tribesmen guilty of Captain Kekford’s 
murder. 
(Repeated to ‘Tehran, No, 21.) 































+ Extract from Siatonet. by Sin B Grey—The 
mowent an rerun Toute to. Ind bos 
ity; L'do.not ballove ie can be Sndeduta 
Fates sare to bande. 1 n-ovorhod 











16 mere fa dor akin or. xo 
<portnint questions. Ho enquired bow mucha railway 
‘roll renndewithoutuarattoes. ThasaverywsefUl 
pty and the explanation {fave to lfer aay ro 
Toh light on, this quention, Wo. aro absolutely 
ftconmted wid regan to any guarato, And ove 
Fiver as Government, or aiy Government. which 
focceeted un, decided that fe would be desirable to 
feoomiend « guarantes tthe Tous of Comm 
‘vl fae ean to thi Hoa so thee 
etn of our bing combed nara 
Aerie cousout of ha Hous, We aba ty £0 
Sear if the ‘Trate-PersianTtalway Is to bo 
tre mun reve eat erty of ation 
apport any patteaar ne We have 
Thins We bave tld the So 
igh we do not in. prasiple oppose 
sata ltey ad shoull snr oper 
oulion, be favourable 40 the principle 
feacrve to ourselves all freed of action whea it 
omer fo vactwal comatruction aod subssoet 
faragetent We uit ne he right fb 
fonslied with regent to the aligoment of tho 
ftiimayy tbo couwtiatiou of "the board, he 
Teprecitation of British foteresta, tn several 
Mint freight and passenger rates aud esiecaly 
in regards to tho. break of ho gauge, We 
feerved all these points. Tf, tho TramePersan 
Railvay schoo bolas feasible think before i, 
receives eupport fran the Brits Government 6 
‘Should bave'to come to an agrecacat with Rosin 
wrth regard to she bran lines Uo bo made, with 
gard to the retention aod control of i 
Fish sphere and with regaed to cquaity 
rah ade, "All that will bave (0 be 
fone ino by any Brit 
Scowiler a deGnite scheise’ for a Trans-Porsian 
Taway.and wo have reservel abwolute Heri to 
ounces on those pointe. With regard to break 

























































No, 92. 


‘Memorandum by Sir Louis Mallet respecting 
the Trans-Persian Line. 


IT appears from the fifth paragraph of the 
‘memorandum cireulated by the Secretary of Stato 
for India that there is some doubt as to the 
views of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
in regard to the Trans-Persian Railway, and it is 
observed that since the year 1910 no reasoned 
statement of the views of the Foreign Office has 
been advanced. 

Tt may therefore be as well to call attention to 
the statement made by the Secretary of State to 
the House of Commons on the 10th July, 1912, 
as it clearly indicates his attitude towards the 
questions, as well as the extent to which Hi 
Majesty's Government aro committed. 

When the project was first mooted, the Foreign 
Office was for more than one reason opposed to 
meeting the Russian proposal with a direst 
negative. ‘They held that it was not possible, 
nor was it at all desirable, to prevent altogether 
‘or even to delay for any considerable term of 
years the construction of railways in Persia, 
the Russian Government being free and anxious 
to construct lines in the north and the Foreign 
Office having been approached more than once 
as to construction in the noutral sphere, 
Under the Anglo-Russian Agreement it is 
always in the power of the Russian Government 
to construct a lino from Baku to Yezd or to 
obtain concessions for a prolongation to any 
point whatever in the neutral sphere. When, 
therefore, the Foreign Office were consulted they 
were disposed to think that it would be prefer- 
able to come to some general agreement with the 
Russian Government in regard to construction 
rather than to refuse absolutely to discuss the 
question, and so to run the risk of Russia pro- 
ceeding alone or of her coming to terms with 
Germany-t 

















4 Tt most not be overlooked that Germany has, under her 
Agreement with Russia, agreed not to apply for railway 
Concessions within the Russian sphere, an that except by 
agreement with Russia, thoy would bo precluded from applying, 
for a concession to Ispaban, 
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They did not, however, propose committing His 
Majesty's Government to any great extent, and 
after consulting the India Office, and through 
them the Government of India, it was decided 
morely to reply that His Majesty's Government 
were not opposed in principle to the w 
taking, but would consent to an application 
for an option on certain conditions and on 
tho understanding that they were in no way 
committed as to the when and where of con- 
struction. ‘Tho Foreign Office see nothing to 
rogret in this decision, which was taken in the 
interests of this country and of Persia, ‘Tho 
statement made in the India Office memorandum 
tat His Majesty's Government are “implicated” 
@) “from a desire to please the Russian Governe 
ment, and especially the Emperor,” is irrelevant 
unless it is read in the light of this quali- 
fication, although the fact that the reply of 
His Majesty's Govornment—non-committal as 
it was—satisfiod the Russian Government, was 
4 source of gratification to the Foreign Office, 
who, in pursuance of the general poliey of 
Majesty's Government, were very: desirous 
of maintaining co-operation with Russia in 
Porsia, ‘There seems, moreover, to be somo mise 
appreliension as to the attitude of tho Russian 
Govornmont in the matter. ‘The correspondence 
in the Forvign Office does not show that the 
Russian Government aro yory deeply interested 
ina“ through" connection to India, and it must 
bo noted that they have beet most careful not to 
commit themsoly extent than His 
Majesty's Gove 
However this may be, the agreement between 
tho British and Russian Governments resulted, as 
is known, in the formation of an 
commnittoo, or Société d'Etudes, composed of 
British, French, and Russian cloments, to study 
the whole question, and to apply for the option. 
‘The conditions ou which His Majesty's Govern- 
ment consented to this course wore fully 
to the committes, who accepted thet 
domur, but, on further eonsideratios 
learning that His Maje 
entored into certain engagements with a British 
railWway® syndicate for the concession to them of 
ortain lines in south Persia, they came to the 
conclusion that they must have further information 
before proceeding with the business, 
‘Tho Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is, 
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of the gauge, the frst idea was that it should be 
at Bunder Abbas point. ‘There is great force 
any of tho objections whieh fave been ralsed 
breaking the yange there. but the whole question 
Bs ‘one we muust cavfullycomnider tefore we 
fre committed to any scheme. Twill tell the 
House what propose to do about this. When 
the Société a'Btudes tas reported whether it is 
feasible to make the railway, and, if t0, where it 

ld be made, T think the House ovght to bo 
Informed what the proposal of the Socité d'Etudes is, 
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* The Greenway Syndicate, 


‘© Namely, that construction will not be begun 
‘outside the Russian sphere without the consent of 
His Majesty's Government. 
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‘on the whole, favourable to giving further in- 
formation and to facilitating the enquiry of the 
société, whilst maintaining, of course, the main 
reservation® laid down by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment. He is more than ever convinced that the 
Duilding of railways in Persia camiot be in- 
definitely delayed, and that it is equally to the 
interest of this country and of Persia. that they 
should be constructed. 





1, If the opportunity be now taken to wreck 
this scheme, as recommended in the India Offica 
memorandum, the immediate results will be that 
His Majesty's Government will have to expoct 
from the Russian Government to the 
construction of a completely British railway from 
Mohammerah towards the Russian frontier, which 
is now, it is hoped, on tho point of being 
‘granted, as well as tho other Persian Gulf 
in the nentral sphere, the consent of the Russian 
Government to these desiderata having been 
given in rotum for His Majesty's Government's 
co-operation in cbtaining an option for a 
“through” line. 

2, A further probable result will bo that the 
Russian Government will proceed to the construc~ 
tion of the lines in their own sphere, including a 
line to Yord on the frontier of the noutral sphere, 
which will bring them within a comparatively 
short distance of Kerman, 

3, Tt will, moreover, probably be represented 
in those quarters in Russia who are interested in 
the line that His Majesty's Government have 
gone back upon their undertaking, and even if 
the Russian Government do not take this view, 
friction will necessarily be generated and, apart 
from possible other consequences, the present 
favourable opportunity for obtaining railway 
concessions in the noutral sphere will be missed. 



























Tt cannot be denied that the moment is propi- 
tious, It has been agreed that there is to be an 
international element in the lines within the 
neutral sphere, with the exception of the 
Mohammerah line. In the Société d'Ktudes wo 
have the machinery of internationalisation at 
hand, and if it can be egreed that the main lino 
shall debouch at Bunder Abbas, then it appears 
to the Foreign Office that advantage should be 
taken of this moment to bring the Greenway 
Syndicate and the Société d'Etudes into relations. 
If the committec agreed to this in principle, it 
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‘ould be for them to lay down what would be the 
best alignment to suggest for the main line 
within the neutral sphere, what branch lines 
from the Gulf it would be advisable to construct, 
what conditions His Majesty’s Government should 
Jay down, and what, if any, special measures it 
might be necessary to take at Bunder Abbas 
or at Bushire. As regards construction between 
Bunder Abbas and Karachi, the decision as to 
when this should be allowed would rest with 
His Majesty's Government, and it may he pre- 
sumed that no great pressure would be exercised 
by the promoters or by the Russian Government 
rate for many years to 
come, if the estimates of its financial and com 
mereial valuelossness are anything like correct, 

To sum up, the Foreign Office are far from 
thinking that the construction of a ‘Trans 
Persian Railway able; but they think 
that the construction of railways is inevitable 
and advisable, and that it would be prudent to 
take advantage of our present ood ns with 
Russia to come to an understanding in regard to 
them and to obtain an option for a “through” 
Tino in order to ocoupy the ground, 

That Russia should deliberately build a 
strategic line to tho Gulf, or even to Kerman, is 
of course a possibility supposing our present 
good relations woro terminated, and it is admitted 
that the fact of the existence of a trans-Persian 
lino vid Bundor Abbas and the Gulf need not 
necessarily provent that from happen 










































ng, but it 
would at any rate ho a very strong argument 
Against it, and there is no reason why we should 
hasten the day of misunderstandings by refusing 
to proceed with the discussion at the present 
moment 
LM, 
Poreign Ogiee, 
January 16, 1913, 
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2467] No, 92. 
Sir W. Garstin to Foreign Office (Received January 11.) 
Sir, 8, Bishopsgate, London, January 15, 1913. 


SOCIETE internationale d’Etudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan. 

With reference to my confidential letter of the 20th ultimo, T have the honour to 
transmit herewith the draft copy of a declaration which the French group of the 
Société d'Etudes have asked the British and Russian groups to make to them on 
requesting their assent to the inter-group agreement—text of which formed 
Enclosure 2 to my letter to you above mentioned, es 

‘As will be observed, the object of this declaration is to sufeguard the position of 
the French group, which is not a party to the proposed agreement between the Russian 
and British groups, and, as_we venture to think the text unobjectionable, wo would 
be glad to have your confirmation of this opinion in order to take the necessary 
action in the matter at the proper time. 

T have, &c. 


W. E, GARSTIN. 











Enclosure in No. 93. 


Projet de Déclaration a faire par les Groupes anglais et ruste lorsqu’ils proposeront ate 
Ghadt adnan approwcer le texte da U Avenant arteld entre eu et modifié 


LES groupes anglais et russes, en proposant Yadoption par le conseil du texte 
amendé de laveuant au protocole, déclarent que cet avenant ne modifie en _auewne 
manitre les droits du groupe francais tels qu’ils résultent de l'accord international de 
principe, des accords annexes ot des statuts de In Société d’itudes. 














(2482) No. 4. 
India Ofice to Foreign O,ico —(Reeeived January 11.) 





‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Scoretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 13th January, 1913, 


regarding travelling in Persia, 
India Ofice, January 16, 1913 











closure in No, 94. 





The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, January 13, 1913. 
INFORMATION received from Townley that General Staff has ordered Major Cox 
at Ispahan to proceed to Yezd and Bander Abbas, and that Major Hopkins has arrived 
at the latter place, and is desirons of travelling to Yezd. On what duties are these 
officers engaged by which journeys through the area of disturbance are necessitated ? 








[2627] No. 95. 
India Ofiee to Foreign Ofice.—(Received January 11.) 


Sir, Inia Ofice Fanuary 16,1013, 
IAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledgo the receipt of 
your letter of the 30th December last, on the subject of the Belgian financial 
administration in southern Persia, 
The Marquess of Orewe has carefully studied the correspondence referred to 
therein, and concurs generally in the propositions laid down by His Majesty 
{1602 2h 
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at Tehran. At the same time he recognises that the standpoint adopted by Sir P. Cox 
is not without justification. It will be remembered that Sir P. Cox has personal 
experience of the intrigues and friction which prevailed under the régime of M. Naus, 
and wore a constant source of embarrassment to His Majesty's Government, and it is 
therefore natural that he should view the recurrence of sich a condition of affairs with 
anxiety, and proper that he should make such representations to superior authority as 
he thinks are likely to provent it. 

Lord Crewo himself shares Sir P. Cox's apprehensions, and this fecling is 
strengtliened by a perusal in the correspondence enclosed in that officer's despatch of 
the 30th November. 1912, to Sir W. Yownley. It is possible that the situation 
disclosed therein will be to some extent improved by the local committees which it is 
proposed to institute for the control of expenditure; but, so long as the Persian 
governors reinain responsible for the maintenance of peace and order, any tendency 
that weakens their authority can only react unfavourably on British interests, and does 
not seein likely to conduce to the welfare of Persia itselt. ‘This is evidently the view 
of the Government of India, as will be seen from their telegrams of the 5th December 
and tho Ist Jantiary, and it is possible that the grant of a substantial loan to the 


Persian Government may afford opportunity for some attempt to harmonise the 
‘administrative conflict. 


In conclusion, Tam to say that in Lord Crewe 
highly responsible and delicate duties with great ability While, 
therefore, ho fully concurs with Sir K. Cizey as to. the support which His Majesty's 
consular officers should give to the Belyia ial administration, he trusts, that the 
Tupresentations which it may be Sir P, Cox's duty to make from time to time in behalf 
of British interests will be considered by His Majesty's Minister with careful regurd to 
the local difficulties which occasion them, and which are illustrated by the 
correspondence above referred to, 




































n Sir P. Cox discharges his 











Tam, &0. 
‘1. W. HOLDERNESS, 





Enclosure 1 in No, 95, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Creve. 

(Telegraphic) P. December 5, 1912, 
PPRSTAN Joan. 
Ihit is understo 








that Indian aud Imperial revenues shall each bear half of the 
British share of liability, and that the existonce and value of the Crown jewels ay 
Y aro tested with all care, and their preservation in entirety safeguarded, no 
objection is raised by us to joining with Russia in guarant Joan not exceeding. 
1,000,001, A linger loan is suggested by Sir W. ‘Townley in his tologram of the 
20th this is proposed, pleaso consult us as to further security required and 
ils. Tn addition to the railway concessions required, this loan, we 
able apportunity for introducing. into exi 
financial matters in Persia some very desirable. changes, 
tho treasnrersgeneral and his Belgian subordinate 
injurious to us is continually growing. Sir P. Z. Cox has recently had occasion. to 
protest in this connection to His Majesty's Minister at 1 ances are provided. 
4 his telegram of the 13th October and in enclosures to Foreign Se letters of 
the lth October, Mth and 2ist November, ie. Cox's letters of the 15th September, 
20th October, and Ath November. 
(With reference to your telegram of the 16th ultimo.) 


Enclosure 2 in No, 95. 










































Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 
(Pelegraphic.) _P, January 1, 113. 
PERSIAN loan. a 
‘Tho revised proposal mentioned in your telegram of the 18th ultimo does not 
affect our views. Please refer to iy telegram of the 5th December, 1912. Might we 
Suggest taking this opportunity to introduce the reforms therein ‘mentioned, unless 


their introduetion would involve an undue increase of the difficulties in the situation 
‘at Tehran ? 
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(2556) No, 96. 
M, Broward to Foreign Office —(Reccived January 11.) 
30 and 





Denbigh Street, London, 
Si January 1b, 1913. : 
< three years’ mining experience in 
WISHING to put on foot the results of three years’ 

N i hhere with the idea to organise a syndicate. 
sy Loris Lene particular about avoiding friction between London aud 
St. Petersburgh, I should be very grateful to you if you could let me have 
following information -— : 

ian 01 y rights or concessions 

Arey group (Anglo-Persian Oil Company) has any rigl 

aaa Were namely, within the distil of Karadagh. Rohe 
2. If with St, Potersburgh’s approval and political backing, there would be here 
impeachment of forming a syndicate with independent eapital for the prospec 
islands in North-Western Persia. 








‘rusting to reeeivoa favourable roplyy 
Palieve me TALES A, BROUARD, 


Mining Engineer. 





(2490) AEE 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 
{siegrphic) 84, Pleraburgh, January 16, 1013 

FOUR telegram No, $1 of 14th January; Formation of Cabinet, 

Tiave uot jot reeived reply trom Minster for Foreign Affairs, to som T wrote 
yesterday, but Assistant, Ministor for Moreiga Affaire told me to-day ehat he though 
That his Excellency would make no dficulty about ving a promise of suppor to tho 
resent Govermment. With regard to the proposed communication to the, Regent, 
inistor for Forvign Affairs seoms to favour combining it with one to the effect: that 
his Highness must either resign or return at once to Persia. 

His Excellency will send me definite reply to-morrow. 


















(2577) No. 98. 
ir G, Buchanan to Sir Baward Grey —(Received January 11.) 





(ogepiicy. R St. Petersburgh, January 17, 1913. 
“FOUR telegram No. 38 of 16th January : Regent, F 
ES ieespercr mreienn eect 

instruct Russian Minister to concert with Sir W. Townley as to the steps wh 

Should take to support Persian Government in endeavouring to induce Regent to resign, 











(2578) No. 99. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 17.) 
feigaeahicy St, Petersburgh, January 17, 1913. 


YOUR telegram No, 89 of 16th January: Persian Cabinet, ‘ 
Mri ee Rorciye Affrs will ond a acosage of eucouragement 1 new Cabinet, 
nd is quite ready to give them a fair trial. 4 ‘ 
as icellency said that as soon as the two railway eoueessions Were granted, he 
would do his very best to got Minister of Finance to consent to as lange an advance as 
ible. Hecould not promise beforehand 250,000 each, as there were difficulties 
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in the way of Russian Government finding the money (see my telegram No. 472 of 4th 
December). He quite understood reasons why His Majesty’s Government desired to 
provide the Persian Government at once with money, but would like to think the 


matter over before assenting offhand to an independent advance on our part. 
I replied that the only other alternative would be for Russian Government to 
dvancing amount, proposed. 


Excellency said that he would prefer that the Governments sho 1d act 
together, and that he would do what he could, 














{918] - 100. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


Foreign Office, January V7, 1913. 
Hormuz oxide. th 
in any way in accordance with views 





No, 218 of 23rd December 
linger interests safeguarded 
oxpressod in ny telegram No, 















(952) No. 101. 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townle; 
ee 25) ‘ 
‘legraphie.) ; Foreign Office, January 17, 1913, 
PLHASH instruct British consuls at Bushire and Shiney to send nual reports 

‘on number of caravans leaving and arriving and all cases of robbery. al 














(2659) 


Tieutenant-Colonel Si 






. 102, 








P. Cox to Sir Bdweard Grey 








—(Received January 18, 1913.) 


esi , ; Ee Dicesten 24, 1912, 

1 uce to the correspondence ending with ‘my despatch No. 

Commercial, dated the 11th Septoinber, 1910, L have the honour t> fees aa a 
ndum by Mr I, G, Chick, my’ commorcial adviser, on the questiee. of 

ge in the Porsian Cult. 

‘This matter is ono intimately com 

interests in this te 

of the Bagdad Raily 

















ected wit 
‘and recent’ developments 
hich aro outlined in Mr. Chic 





th our commercial and. shipping 
connection with the progress 


ts 's memorandum, emphasise 
uocessity for action in the matter without delay, Mr. Chick's memorendwea dice too 


purport to be exhaustive, but should be read in conjunction with provious eee 
spondenco on tho aubjeet, in which th matter wus diseussed in some Aetthoae fore 
the Persian ports of the Gulf were concerned, ‘The question of liglternge on the 
Shatea- Arab Bar has not However, been raised before, ut its inclusion in the project 
seoms likely to be favourablo rather than otherwiso to the chances of the succe 
project, for the following reasons :-— cee SRE Go 

(L) Phe din 
syndicate, soem 
op 

























t profits, both of the shipping companies and the lighter 
culated to be groater from this branch of the scheme than free 


ations in the Persian ports, at which lighterage opers 
i whic! erage Oj ions are not likely to be ver 
mitnorative, and may even show a small di : PaO TED: 


.) All shipping companies have al 
Shattol-Arab, and would sau to gal very eon! 
proved arrangements, 















t influence in the trade on the 
erably by the introduction of 









On the other hand, the props 
to conduct 





d lighterage syndicate would probably find it 
Speritions in Turkey by ineans of a separate company 

with ‘Turkish lave, and might even fal 
urkish flag; but these and other co, ate point: 


Company visi-ris the proposed River 
Ine profitably discussed. ey aes 


w of the admittedly unsatisfactory state 











rex 
expediont to run 
such as the po 
Commission, cannot 

4. Tn vi 












of the question at prosent, both 
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12571) No. 99". 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived January 11.) 
(No, 22.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, January V7, 1913, 


YOUR telegram No. 10, Very Confidential, A ae 

T would venture to submit that, since you have desided that it is inexpediont to 
take drastic step of sending a British military expedition to Southern Persia, it is 
essential for His Majesty's Government to adopt tho oly altanstive policy ina whole, 
hearted manner. This policy I take to be support of the central aud. local 
administrations specially connéoted with British interests, and encouragement to the 

sndarmerie, 
a Tvatt peewcanly (epatineet tan maui east he acne areata Fars in a 
comparatively shore space of time, provided that it is realised that without, liberal 
financial support both of the Governor-General and of the gendarmerie no progress is 
possible. he prevent situation of the countey is deplorable, but nowhere move #0 than 
in Fars. The tribesmen have got out of tho habit of paying taxes, and no one but a 
Governor-General with ample means to meet the requirements of his adiinistration 
and to maintain strong military foreo can impose respect for himself and obedience to 
the laws upoa these turbulent peoples. In addition, the knowledge that the Governor- 
General bas the moral and financial support of the British Government will, T feel sure, 
Suffice to cause powerful and jealous tribal chiefs who complicate the situation a0 
seriously to rally round him. it is not enough, under the present circumstances, to 
put the Governor-General on his feet: he must be maintained by money. until he can 
stand and walk alone, when the provincial revenues should be soon sullicient for the 
repayment of outlays made on his behalf, 

Tn regard to the gendarmerie, colonel commandant’s engagement expires on 18th 
August, 1914. ‘Two of his offers’ appointments expire the sume day, and seven 
December of the same year; dates of the expiry of the remaining eleven full due in 
Janviary and August of the following year, Some of the officers would doubtless like 
to renew theis engagements, but that will depend largely upon the measure of success 
they meet with during the next eighteen months. It would appear to mo premature 
to instituto enquiries as yet us to which officers show a special capacity for the work, 
‘As was inevitable, mistakes wore mado at fw, but T fel aire thn siocss will comes 
Physiquo and bearing of the men has visibly improved in the last nine month 
officers will become gradually more versed in handling the Oriental. ‘Th 
keen, smart. soldiers, determined to make a success of their mission, a spirit: which 
should eventually ensure the attainment of their object, Fores at. present numbers 
about 2,800 men, and its maintenance is a heavier charge than the impoverished 
finances of the country can properly bear. Thanks to the assistance rendered by tho 
Imperial Bank of Persia, all paymenta duo have boon made up todate, though there 
have been unavoidable delays. If the scheme for increasing the gendarmerie fores in 
Fars can bo executed it may not be necessary for the Governor-General’s troops to 
have forvign officers. He would probably prefer Persians, 

‘Tho British consul at Shiraas of option that. no. good purpesa would! be served 
by such a formal coremony of apology as is suggested, He says that the Governor- 
Genoral at once paid a forval call of eondalonos and has frequently expressed himself 
i of ungualied sogeet, whist he is auxiouly avaiting the moment when he 

punish the offenders, Meanwhile, ho adds that all aro co-operating with the object 
of settling the administrative machinery on a firin basis, 

Tconeur in Major O'Connor's view. I fear that expiatory act would merely serve 
to lower the Governor-General’s prestige, while it might’ also be accopted as an 
indication that His Majesty's Government have decided not to press for further 
reparation. ‘The British eonsul at Bushire prefers to reserve his views, since I intimated 
to him, under your instructions, that it was considered desirable that. he should nob 

them to the Government of India for the present, 
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in its commercial and political aspects, I earnestly hope that His Majesty's Foreign 
Office will feel able to move the Board of Trade with a view to the question being 
dealt with by the conference of shippers and ship-owners suggested in my despatch 
No. 12, Commercial, dated the 21st November. 

. I may mention incidentally that Mr. W. Weir, a partner in Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Company, has just concluded a lengthy visit to Bagdad, Bussorah, and Bushire. 
In discussing shipping matters, including lighterage, he laid great stress on the difficult 
relations which prevailed between the British shipping lines; for this he blamed 
Mr. Strick’s unsatisfactory methods of treating gulf business and those concemed 
init. It was easier, he mentioned, to deal with Sir John Ellerman. 

Tt would, no doubt, be impossible for Messrs. Weir and Company to take an active 
and leading part in sounding other lines regarding either lighterage or shipping agree- 
ments, but on Mr. Weir's return to London, I venture to think, the company at any 
rate would bo likely to respond to any overtures by the Foreign Office. 

G. Since Mr. Chick’s memorandum was placed before me, I have received copies 
of the correspondence originating with Sir H. Babington Smith’s letter to His Majesty's 
Foreign Office, dated the 21st October, on behalf of the National Bank of Turkey, in 
which a combination of foreign interests connected with navigation and transport on 
the Tigris and Euphrates is mooted. This correspondence, still unfinished, demonstrates 
unmistakably the lively interest which elements unconnected with British shipping and 
commercial interests are taking in the subject, and accentuates the urgency which 
exists for the several Bi h lines or firms to adopt, before matters deyelop further, 
a constructive and cohesive policy in regard to lighterage and cognate questions, 
Failing that, it is difficult to see how they can hope to maintain such a predominant 
position on these rivers, as shall be independent of foreign combinations, in all 
probability injurious to British interests. 

Tam sending copies of this despatch, with enclosure, to the Government of India 
‘and to His Majesty’s Minister. 


Thaye, &c. 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e. 











Enclosure in No. 102, 
Memorandum on Lighterage by a British Company in the Persian Gulf. 


HIS Majesty’s Government have recently had under consideration the important, 
question of lights and buoys in the Persian Gulf, especially those on the Shatt-cl-Arab 
bar. The interests of Great Britain with regard to the Shatt-el-Arab are recognised as 
so far predominant that the proposed river commission is to be under joii 
Turkish direction, while as regards the shores of the Gulf proper, Government has 
approved of a scheme of lighthouses and gas buoys, which is in lively progress of 
execution. By these means it is hoped to reassert and maintain the British position 
in these respects in the Gulf, and to avert the possibility of future interference by 
other Powers. 

Now that these two questions are on a fair road to settlement, a third, that of 
lighterage, is beginning to obtrude, und presents dangers to British trade of the near 
future, for which it is submitted an early remedy must be sought. 

Tn a memorandum dealing with the first year’s sailings of the German company 
to the Persian Gulf, forwarded under Sir P. Z. Cox’s despatch No. 7, Commercial, of 
the 25th November, 1907, the undersigned pointed out the advantages which were to 
be expected from the institution of a regular lighterage service from the roadstead to 
the shore at the port of Bushire. A detailed supplementary report was drawn up and 
forwarded by Sir P. Z. Cox, dated the 19th March, 1908, to Mr. Marling, who sent it 
on to the Foreign Offi 

Tt would appear from Sir Louis Mallet’s letter of the 10th February, 1908, to the 
Board of Trade, that the question was considered an urgent one by both those 
departments, and Mr. Marling urged that the Board of ‘Trade should impress upon the 
British shipping companies concerned a full sense of their responsibility. 

‘The Foreign Office called for a further report on Bushire lighterage by their 
No. 24090/19 of the [4th July, 1910. ‘This was submitted under No, 6, Commercial 
of the 11th September, 1910, from Bushire. : 


[16027 2B 
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Tt is futile to o« 


py time in regretting that the British companies took no 
‘combined stops then ; we have to provide for the situation with which we are now 
confronted, and which has heen aggravated by disregard paid previously. The fact is 
that through lack of cohesion the British shipping companies in question are not on 
working terms with each othe 

‘The British India Steam N; 

















sition Company did, it is true, in February, 1909, 
suddenly order its agents at Bushire and one or two other ports to puree native 
craft as lighters, and to lighter all their own cargoes. As regards Bushire, various 
difficulties and lack of support by the other lines have prevented the British 
India Company's agents from employing more than three lighters up to the present 
nto, and the position is still very unsatisfactory, as there are frequent clams for 
demurrage, ais the Persian boatmen are becoming more and more truculent in their 
i hip agents. Opinion of the latter is unanimous as to 
the urgent necessity of a lighterage company with steam tugs. 
Messrs, I". C. Strick and Company, in 1910, during my visit to London, seemed 
to concert with the British India Company, but nothing apparently came of it 
Lighterige arrangements at Bundei are, similarly, proving thorny problem. 

As regards fightorage Arab, the system at present in vogue by 
i vessels of ordinarily deop draft only load half eargocs at Bussorah and then 
havo to drop down to the sh, while smaller steamers bring the 
argo down from Bussorah and transfer, has many obvious disadvantages and seriously 
hampers and delays vessels. Quick dispatch of steamers is nowadays a valuable asset, 
many steamers being worth O00,, SOL, oF more, per diem to their owners, and ten days 
on the Bussornh bir is therefore a costly item. Some large barges are used in 
Bussorah itsolf by the British companies, and were they only to increase the number 
and provide a few lighter tugs great saving of time would result, and enable trade to 
doal with a larger number of steamers each year. 

A groat difference in the loading and unloading of vessels seems likely to result 
from tho operations of the Société des ‘Transports ffuviaux en Orient, the company 
to deal with transport work on the ‘Tigris which has been for at Brussels. 

Tt will bo romembered that this company, although registered 
institution, is Anglo-Purco-Cerman in composition, and it is to be presi 
German element in it is the strongest, for the Bagdad Railway and Dent Bank 
‘groups are deeply interested, while the British element is represented only by Messrs. 
‘Lynch Brothers (Buphrates and 'Piga igation Company). 

This Anglo-Tuteo-Germin combination ix reported by His ATajeaty’s consul, at 
Bussorah to bo starting work at Bussorah with five tugs and eighteen barges, which 
aro leased to tho Bagdad Railway Company. aud for which Messrs. Lynch Brothers are 
tho agents for river transport of ‘material. No mention is made as to the 
management of the tugs and barges for other than railway material, and there seems 
goo! grovind to suspect that Messrs, Wonekhaus and Conipany will now have a great 
deal to do with the work between Buss and the Shatt-cl-Arab bar. As a matter of 
fact, Messrs, Wouckhaus and Company are continuing to forward the railway mate 
to Bagdad up to the Ist February, 1913. One tug for the Anglo- German 
Company his already yeached Bussorah, three more are to arrive before May, 1913, 
and a fifth later. ‘ges arrived in October, four more are due now, and three 
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med that the 
















































fare to arrive on the first of each month up to April, 19) 

‘Phis means that an entire fleet of eighteen barges aud four tugs will be working 
by May. 

In addition, Messrs. Wonekhaus and Company have within the past few weeks 





brought up a launch, the Pioueor,” to, tow barges from the b 
Dont, 0 largo tyin screw tug, and a single serev launch, 

I is, therefore, clear that lighterage, launch and tug eraft under foreign flags in 
the course of 1913 will exceed the number of similar craft owned by British steamship 
companies. Apart from barges, I believe these to number about eight, most of them 
old vessels, sinall steaiors rather than lighter craft, 

‘Phis eclipsing of the nunerieal and practical superiority of British interests ia the 
Tower river may have f can only lead to @ greater encouragement 
of the fT texl at present. Tt will be remembered, 
too, that the Germans are rate pains to eapture the bulk of the 
export tral 


r to Bussorah, a motor 





























ng the most lal 





Au extension of German or other forei 
‘Bussoral and the SI 
intere 





mm lighterage arrangements between 
Shitt-cl-Arab bar would, however, be even more menacing to British 
fs thin their control of transport between Bussorah and Bagdad; and it does. 
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not seem at all conceivable that, with Turkish claims to a greater share than other 
nations in the lighting, buoying, dredging, and other forthcoming improvements of 
the channel between the bar and Bussorah, Turkish and German influence will be at 
work to claim the future lighterage system, 

To forestall any steps in the future, which would be likely to tie the hands of the 
British steamer agencies and react against the expansion of exports to Great Britain, 
while encouraging foreign interests, it is very necessary that tho British shipping 
companies already concerned should lay the foundation of a lighterage service at once. 
Established now, the position of such a company would bo secure from any future 
objections, 

Both, therefore, as regards Bushire, Bunder Abbas, etc., and as regards Bussorah 
and the Shatt-el-Arab, the British shipping companies would be wise to take carly 
action. In my opinion it is essential that lighterage at the Gulf ports and at the 
bar should be put on a consolidated British basis by all the following companies, 
participating in the formation of a lighterage company :— 

British India Steam Nayigation Company, Limited, 

Anglo-Algerian Line, Limited (Messrs, I", C, Strick and Company) 

Bucknall Steam-ship Lines (Sir John Ellerman), 

Andrew Weir and Company, 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Limited, 

Arab Steam-ship Lines, Limited. 
Bombay-Persia Steam Nayigation Company, 

West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 


(N:B.—The tirst six named are the most influential to-day.) 














On account of past dliferonces of opinion there is, owever no likeli of the 
ighterage question being seriously taken up, unless the Foreign Office and Board of 
‘Trade make tho necessary proposals to each company, and bring the various directors 
together. It is through this aloofness and indifference to national interests byj the 
Brith Hines that the solidarity of German enterprises in the Gulf is making’ such 
strides, 

Thave already explained in my report on German shipping and trade for 1910-11 
the urgent need for Government to take the opening steps for bringing together 
British shi terests, and this very important mattor of lighterage, in itwelf 
requiring joint British action, furnishes a suitable opportunity for doing 80. 


H, G, CHICK, 
Commercial Adviser, 











Bushire, December 20, 1912. 





(2661) No, 103. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir 2. Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 18, 1913.) 


(No. 16. Commercial.) 
Sir, Bushire, December 24, 1912, 
IN continuation of my No, 4, Commeroial, dated the 17th July, I havo the honour 
to report that Mr. W. Woir, of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, shipowners, andl 
merchants, recently paid a lengthy visit. to Bushire and the ‘Tigris with the object of 
extending his firin's interests in the Gulf, It would appear that Messrs, Andrew Weir 
and Co. who have large shipping interests, and Messrs. Bllinger and Co,, of 
Manchester, have worked closely together in various parts of the world including 
Manchuria and the Persian Gulf 
In the cou erviews 











fh myself and Mr, Chick, Mr, Weir referred to 
conversations with Mr. Martin Ellinger on the subject of the sulphur deposits at 
Bostanei. He mentioned that the management of joint business connected with the 
sulphur and oxide concessions in the Gulf was left by them to Messrs. Ellinger and Co, 
and appeared to be unaware whether Messrs. Ellinger aud Co. had received any recent 
communication from the Foreign Office on the subject of sulphur. 

With reference to your telegram No. 952 of the 20th August to Sir W. ‘Townley, 
I venture respectfully to enquire whether any negotiations between the firms named 
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are in progress under the auspices of His Majesty's Foreign Office and likely to lead to- 
useful result. 
Thave, &e. 


P. Z. COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &c. 

















(2626) No. 104, 
(io. 11) 87% Buchan to Sir Bdcard Groy—(Reeived January 18) 
lo. 11, 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, January 14, 1913. 
THAVE the honour to forward to you herewith translation of an aide-mémoire 
from the Russian Coyernment in reply to the communications which I addressed to 
them in accordance with the instructions contained in your telegrams Nos. 22 and 25, 
of tho Sih and 10th instant respectively, in regard to the situation in Persia. 
Thave, 
GEORG 




















W. BUCHANAN. 





Enclosure in No. 104. 


Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G, Buchanan. 









HAVING considered the substance of the aide-mémoire of the British Embassy, 
Aated the 28th and 2th December, 1912 (the 10th and 11th January, 1918), the 
Imperial Government regard it necessary to place the following considerations before 
the embassy : 


From a tel 




























miself a8 opposed to the proposal 
of the Imperial Goverment of a joint representation to the Persian Regent. a8 to the 
necessity. of Ii ediato return to ‘Tehran, or his resignation, ‘The Imperial 
Government are therefore of the opinion that the time for such representation to 
Nasr-ul-Mulk has arrived, and again regard it as their duty to urge the necessity of an 
immediate adoption of this stop. 

Boing, in common with the Be 





















i i Government, animated by a desire to see a 
strong Governme of lifting the country out of its present chaotic 
condition, the nperial Government cannot, however, eo hat as yet t 
are not convinced of the working capacity: of the nev 
whitch the Cabinet is formed have 
potable rots, Tn 
own for his weak: 
stinguished himself in any way and has apparent] rience, 
ing drawn up on the patiern of French law a Bill for the 

idiciary, which was acknowledged to he a complete 






















































dor these conditions the Impe 
attitude towards the new Cabi 
and on the friendliness pr 





al Government cannot predetermine th 
ct, which will depend on its degree of working ability 
m ly displayed by this Cabinet towards Russia. 
The Imperial Govern to regard a large loan as necessary for Persia, 
and will co-operate in its nditionally, of course, on the receipt of all the 
Y gutrantees. | ‘They are also prepared, as they have already declared, to make 
n advance on this loan ty the Government of the Shab subsequent to t i 
va on, but without predetermining the amo 
The Inperial Government enterta 
troops from Persia, but they consider th 
the presence of Tu 
the regular course of Russian 
a at present to a reduction of ties 
to fix the time for the realisation of 





































i conditions in that 
ces the safety of Russian subjects and 
ering, for this reasen, it possible to 
‘es, they reserve to themselves the right 
sure in accordance with the success 
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achieved by the new Persian Government in the restoration of permanent order in the 
country. oF 

‘The Russian Government are not opposed to ascertaining the opinion of the now 
Cabinet respeoting possible candidates for the post of Regent, provided that the 
selection of any. one person shall depend on the decision mutuilly reached by the 
Imperial and British Governments, 9 E 

‘The Imperial Government cannot as yet express an opinion respecting the 
programme of reforms which has been drawn up by the Cabinet of Ala-es-Sultanch, as 
they are not in possession of the text of this programme, 

As regards Saad-ed-Dowleh, the Imperial Government see no grounds for 
accusing him of any intrigues. From information at their disposal, the movement 
against the former Cabinet was entirely due to popular discontent and universal 
diseppointment with former Ministers. With such a state of affairs, and apart, from 
the wish of Saad-ed-Dowleh or any intrigues on his part, those dissatisfied could have 
put him, or any other person, forward as a candidate even had he not by chanco 
appeared at this time in Persia, For this reason, the Imperial Government on, their 
part regard the adoption of any measures against. this statesman as supe 
Further, they cannot but note that from information in their possession the position of 
Saad-ed-Dowleh was at the commencement far from hopeless, and only became so in 
Consequence of the absence of combined pressure at the proper time on the Regent, 
the Bri ernment having made such pressure conditional on a preliminary: 
advance to Persia of 1,000,002, to which the Imperial Government, unfortunately, 




















‘was table to consent. 
St, Petersburgh, 
December 31, 1912 (January 13, 1913). 
[2695] No. 105. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 18,) 
Si India Ofice, January 17, 1918. 


ir, 

I AM directed by the Seoretary of Stato for India to invite reference to the 
Viceroy’s telegrams of the 7th and 12th January, 1919, as to the proposal to notify 
foreign consular officers of the establishment of lights, &, at, various points in the 
Persian Gulf, It is understood that a copy of Sir P. Cox's despatch, dated the 
19th December, 1912, referred to in the Viosroy’s telegram of the 7th January, has 
been sont to the Foreign Ollice direct 

2, It will be seen that the Government of India propose (1) that » communication 

should now be made to foreign consuls at Bushire, and simultaneously to the local 
Government and ustoms authorities, as to the new gas buoys at Bushire and Bunder 
Abbas, and the two dioptric lanterns atthe Bushire residency; and (2) that, the 

litical agent, Babrein, should inform British and foreign shipping companies within 
Fis uriedition of the gaa buoys, established off that island, As regards the Tamb 
ighthoun andthe Shat-l-Ansb lights, no immodiat action i necesy. 
‘The Marquess of Crewe desires to advert in this connection to the question of 
obtaining general recognition from the Persian Government of British rights of control 
over the lighting and buoyage of the Persian Gulf, which formed the subject of corres- 
pondeuce ending with my letter of the 3rd January, 1913, It would no doubt be more 
Sutisfuctory, if it were practicable, to obtain such recognition before formally notifying 
foreign Governments through their consular ofloets of tuo measuren recoutly. taken to 
improve the lighting of the Gulf, But this course would necessarily entail’ delay, and 
might even, in view of the unsatisfactory attitude of the Persian Government as 
iostanond iy thet ction in regard to the Sheikh Shusib lighthouse, reportad in 
Sir W. Townley's telegram No. 18 of the 9th January, 1918, involve the postponement 
of the proposed notification for an indefinite period. In all the cireumstances. his 
Lordship considers it advisable to proceed at once in the manner recommended by the 
Government of India, and subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, he would propose to give instructions accordingly. 

4, With regard to the Bushire lanterns, which, it will be seen, were to be installed 

‘on the 15th instant, I'am to invite reference to your letter of the 13th June, 1912, and 
to request that Sir E. Grey may now be moved, if he sees no objection, to invite the 
Russian Government to discontinue the use of the lights at present attached to the 
Russian consulate at Bushire, 


[i602] 20 







































































































5. With reference to your fanuary, 1918, T am to say that 
Lord Crewe concurs in Sir E, Grey's suggestion that, in view of the formation of a new 
Cabinet at Teliran, His Majesty's Minister should be instructed to use his diseretion in 
reopening the question of the proposed lighthouse on Sheikh Shuaib island. Should 
the new Cabinet prove more amenable than their predecessors in regard to this project, 
it will be for consideration whether the ‘really fivourable opportunity ” postulated in 
ny letter of the 3rd January, as a condition of approaching the Persian Government on 
‘the general question of our rights of control, may not be held to have arisen. Lord 
Crewe attaches special importance to this point, in view of the possibility that the 
ropased notification to the local Persian authorities at Bushire in regard to the buoys, 
As) siey lev tote genes ueaton being aibe iy tie Berson Government on their 
own initiative in a form that might place ua at o disadvantage in preang for the 














recognition of our prescriptive rights. 


Tam, &e. 
‘Tt, W. HOLDERNESS. 





(2749) No. 106. 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office (Received Janvary 18.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sin, January 17, 1913, 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your lettor of the 13th instant, and note with 
rogrot that His Majesty's Gov ‘donot think it advisable to adopt the proposal 
suggested in our letter of tho 22nd October, to erect a wireless station at Mobammerah 
to work in conjunction with the one to be erected at Bushi 

n pleased to learn that it is proposed that the Indo-Kuropean ‘Telegraph 

should proceed at once with the reconstruction of the Arabistan li 

i that it will be quite impossible to proceed with this work until the 

pacification of the district has been effected. In view, therefore, of the very considerable 

clay that is bound to occur before communication is re-established, perhaps His 

Majesty's Government will reconsider their decision as regards the proposed wireless 
service, 

It would appear, moreover, that the objection to the wi 
paragraph 2 of your lotter no longer obtains since the Persian Government have now 
Auaranteed the prolongation of th ph conventions. I should be glad to know, 
therefore, if His Majesty's Government would view with approval the establishment of 
4 wireless station at Mohsummon pense of this company for communication 
with Bushire, any servi ion being reciprocated by the station of 
His Majesty's ire, ‘Tho adoption of this proposal would result in 
the early resto tion between Mobianmmerah and Bushire, and would 
probably afford a more reliabl than that obtained from the land lines, even 
‘when tlie latter have been reconstructed, 




































service mentioned in 


























Thave, &e, 
(©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director, 





[2797] No. 107. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 18.) 





) Tehran, January 18, 1913 
ANTINOPLE telegram No. 13 of 9th January: ‘Turco-Persian frontier. 
Following from consular officer at Kermanshal 


* Vico-consul at Kasr-iShirin has no reason to believe that there is any truth in 
the report. At present adjoining ritory is depleted of troops owing to 
draft for the west, Rumour probably due to changing of frontier guards.” 























99 


153464] No. 108. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 291) 
{Sicgrophic) R Foreign Office, January 18, 1913. 


YOUR telegram No. 637 of 15th December: Eckford incident, 
You should inform the British commander that misapprehension existed here as 


to the instructions respecting confinement to Shiraz, and that he is entirely exonerated 
from blame, 








(2577) No. 109. 
Sir Bdwward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 30.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, January 18, 1018, 


SIR G. BUCHANAN'S telegram No. 20 of 17th January: Resignation of Persian 
Regent. 

‘You may proceed accordingly. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 46.) 





(2578) No. 110, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 47.) 
(Telegraphic.) Poreign Offieo, January 18, 1913, 


a 
FOUR telogram No. 21 of 17th January. Advance 9 Porsan Gorton it 
You should thank M. Sazouof for lis promise of encouragement. to. Porsian 
Cabinet, and express hope that, in view of sorious financial situation, he will let imo 
have early reply on subject of advance. 
(Repeated to Tehran, No, 31.) 














(2825) No. 111, 

Tieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived January 19.) 
(No. 115.) + 
(Telegraphic,) Bushire, January 19, 1913. 








RECENT Reuter telegrams emanating from Tehran and London seem ty 
adumbrate that His Majesty's Government may be giving lively consideration to the 
pros and cons ofthe grant of a further respite to the Persian Government for restoring 
order on the Bushire-Ispahan road and in Fars generally, and, if this is the case, it ean 
only be in conjunction with an extensive scheme for the financing of the Governor: 
General by Imperial Government. 

Without touching on prospects of such a schome, I venture to urge, in case 
anything of the sort is on the tapis, the importance of our securing from the Persian 
Government, in return for such forbearance, the preliminary raeacat of various 
dexiderata, regulation of which would assist towards the consolidation of our postion et 
legitimate interests. Immediate loss both in trade and prestige which will be involved 
to us by further long-ufering is 9 considerable that it would. appear geatitousy 
quixotic for us to rel 


rain from requiring the Persian Government, a8 a condition of it 
to recompense us as far as they can for the damage their impotence bi 
Satisfaction of our requirements in these matters involves no 


ings on us, 
f ifficulty or loss. of 

authority or dignity for the Persian Government, and, moreover, it 8 not our position 

isis of Persia which we seek to bettor thereby, but our position vis-d-vis of foreign 

Powers. ‘To the strengthening of this latter position Persia should be interested 

litte Jess than ourselves, for she must surely nov seo in Creat Britain a friendly Power 

whose [? aim] itis to uphold her. 

Desiderata which occurred to me are as follows :— 
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1. Documentary recognition of our prescriptive rights to control lighting, buoying, 
‘and policing of Gulf in the same way that our position has been recognised in renpoee 
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of quarantine, in regard to which the position might with advantage be reaffirmed 
incidentally 

2, Documentary recognition as a permanency of the old prescriptive postal rights 
‘and privileges which we still enjoy, and an expression of readiness to see those 
extended to other Persian ports of the Persian Gulf as occasion may require. 

3, Undertaking to refrain from giving any lease or concession, commercial or 
otherwise, in Southern and South-Western Persia (ie., in the area compri 
British and neutral zones under the Anglo-Russian convention), or in Persian 
of the Gulf, to any foreign subjects or Government, without the knowledge and consent 
of His Majesty's Government. We have precedent for such a request in the under- 
taking given by the Shah to the Russian Minister referred to in Mr, Marling’s telegram 
of 27th August, 1908, to the Foreign Office, repeated by me to India on the following 
day, ‘This, perhaps, might be secured in the course of current negotiations for mining 
concessions, 

4, Extension of rights of navigation to the Upper Karun. 

5, Abandonment of empty claims to sovereignty over Babrein and recognition of 
our protective rights over those islands and Trucial Coast aud our title to protect their 
subjeots in Persia. 

6. Undertaking to grant option to British company when the time is ripe for 
formation of lighterage company in Gulf ports. 

7, Accoptance of consular oflicer at Bampur when needed. 



































T make no suggestion here in connection with Kishm-Henjam position, as we 
appear to be effectively consolidating ourselves in an unobtrusive way, and further 
openings aro likely to offer themselves 

I have expressed views on the strategical question in my telegram No. 10, dated 
Brd January, to India and Toliran 

(Communicated direct to Foreign Office ; repeated to India and Tebran.) 

















(2816) No, 112, 


ir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received January 20.) 





(No. 36.) 
Constantinople, January 15, 1913, 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that shortly after the prolongation of three 
months, to bein from the 25th October last, of the period fixed for the deliberations of the 
‘Nurco-Persian Frontier Commission, as reported in my despatch No, 809 of the 22nd of 
tho same month, two of the Turkish delegates, viz-,Daniel Pasha and Ali Riza Pasha were 
unable to give their further attendance at the sittings of the commission, their services 
Ning reguizad in tho war, which in tho interval had broken out between Turkey and 
the Balkan 8 . 





























president ompromising attitude tha 
to be, ‘These representations received the su my Russian 
colleague and eventually, and after much negotiation and delay, the following members 
who, T understand, are satisfactory to my Porsian colleague, were chosen to represent 
the ‘lurkish Government, viz, Sadred-Din Bey, formerly chargé d’alfa ‘Tehran, 








Said Bey, Under-Secretary of State for 
general. “ 
‘Vhe commission as reconstituted held its first meeting on the 12th instant. ‘The 





reign Affairs, and Zia Pasha, brigadier- 













business transacted was, however, merely formal, the Turkish delegates requesting 
that, in view of their very recent appointment (some three days previously in fact), the 
commission might be adjourned for a week to allow them to obtain a better knowledge 
ff the questions involved. ‘This was agreed to and the next meoting of the commission 





fixed for the 19th instant, 
Thave, dc. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
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[2914] No, 113. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir dsoard Grey.— (Received January 20.) 
(No. 24.) 
raphic,) Tehran, January 19, 1913. 
(eB ialegram No, 23 


As Tam precluded by your instructions from pressing Messrs. Weir and Bllinger's 
claim on the Persian Government, or from urging the latter to ancel their contradt 
with Messrs. Strick, and as Muin is only acting as agent of the Persian Goyernment 
inregard to present exploitation of the oxide mines, I do not quite see any practical 
method of safeguarding Messrs. Weir and Ellinger's interests except by securing: for 
them option of a fresh contract after the expiration of Messrs. Strick’s in March 1915, 
If Messrs. Weir and Ellinger aro willing to apply for this, I think that it would not 
be difficult to conyvinee treasurer-genoral of their right to preferential treatment, 





[8084] No. 114. 

no. 95) iW Tooley to Sir Béaard Grey-— (Received January 20: 

(No. 25.) 

{aiearspnie) R Tehran, January 20, 1913. 


MY tologram No. 18 of 12h January. 
Major Hopkins has been waiting at Bunder Abbas nearly three weeks, and would 
bo grateful for early decision as to whether he may proceed. 





(63871) No. 116. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 9.) e 
Sir Foreign Offee, January 20, 1913, 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a letter from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
forwarding a copy of a memorandum of their political agent on the governorship of 
Bakhtiaristan.* 

Tshould be glad to reonive at 
serious accusations brought aga 





observations which you may have to offer on the 
it the Bakhtiari khans in Dr. Young’s memorandum, 
am, &e, 

BE, GREY, 









No. 116, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 20, 1913, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edvard Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 15th instant, relative to the agreement made with the Sheikh of 
‘Mohammerah as to the lease of land on Khor Musa. 

Tam to state in reply that Sir Edward Grey concurs in the terms of the telegram 
which the Marquess of Crewe proposes to address to His Majesty's consul-general at 
Bushire, authorising him to convey to the sheikh tho thanks of His Majestys Govern- 
ment for his action in the matter, 


(2390) 


Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 







* Part XXXII, No. 986, 
£1602] 
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362) No. 117. 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Six, Foreign Office, January 20, 1913. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies of 
‘correspondence with the India Office and of a letter from the Persian Railways Syndicate, 
relative to the appointment of a British officer to be stationed in Luristan in connection 
‘with the construction of the proposed railway from Mobammerah to Khoremabad.* 

It will be observed that a proposal to appoint such an officer on special service was 
made by His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire and residentin the Persian Gulf in a 
letter to the Government of India, dated the 20th September last, and that a snabestn 
for the appointment of « viee-consul in this region was soon afterwards made by the 
syndicate independently in their communication of the 25th October. 

His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, in his telegram No, $57 of the 12th November, 
supported Sir P, Cox's proposal, while deprecating on political grounds that for the 
appointment of such an officer as vice-consul at present, and the Government of India 
concurred, considering the step desirable for general reasons as well as on account of its 
utility in connection vvith the railway, 

Lam to state that Sir E, Grey attaches great importance to tie construction of the 

Tine nt as early a date as possible, siuce it will, in his opinion, prove highly 
al to the interests of this country, both politicial and commercial, and Tam 
accordingly to express the hope that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
may seo their way to sanction the charge on Imperial funds of half the expense involved 
in this appointment, amounting in ali to 183), initial and 1,8900, annual recurring. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 






























{30991 









Sir I’, Bertie to Sir Edward Gre 





y-—(Received January 21.) 
(No. 20.) 
Bir, Paris, January 17, 1013, 

THAVE the honour to inform you, with reference to your telegram No. 16 of the 
14th instant, that, owing to the indisposition of M. Isvolsky, M. Sevastopoulo is for the 
time being in charge of the Russian Embassy. 

M. Sovastopoulo informs mo that he has not yet received a 
roquoat Nasr-l-Mulk to give his approval to the Persian Cabinet recently formed under 
Ala-os-Sultanch. M, Sovastopoulo promised to acquaint me with the receipt of any 

Embassy might receive to that effect. 
Thavo, &e, 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 











instructions which the Russian: 








{8149} No, 119. 


Sir 1, Lewellyn Smith to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 21.) 





Dear Sir Edward Grey, Board of Trade, January 20, 1913 
ATT the meeting of the Defence Sub-Committee on the ‘Trans-Persian Railway 
‘on may remember that I raised the question of the possibility of securing predominant 
ritish control over the Persian Gulf section of any railway which might be carried 
out under a concession obtained by the Société d’Biudes. I understood the reply to 
be that there was no difficulty in proposing such a condition, and that Russia had in 
fact already stipulated for Russian predominance over the section of the railway 
falling within her sphere, ‘Phere was no opportunity of pursuing the matter further 
at the meeting, but I still feel in some doubt as to the actual position, for two reasons 
(Q) that we appear to hay formally consented to a statute of the Société d'Etudes 
prescribing that any company constituted ander a concession obtained by the société 
for the purpose of making a railway shall be controlled by Russian, French and 
British interests in equal proportions. ‘The provision is found in thie protocol to the 























* Part NXXIL, Nos! 109, 122, 177, and 222; India Of 
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statute on p. 26 of the pamphlet sent to Foreign Office in Mr. Baring’s letter of the 
27th March, 1912, and British adhesion thereto is expressed in the Foreign Office 
Ieiter to Lord Erington of the Ist June, 1912, In these circumstances it would appear 
that the société is precluded by its constitution from entertaining any proposal for 
predominant control by any of tho three Powers over any particular railway. "(2) Tho 
second reason is that even if means were found to satisfy the Russian demand for 
predominance within her sphere it by uo means follows that we could secure 
predominance outside our sphere, and as practically the whole of the railway Ispaban— 
Bunder Abbas will lie outside our sphere any reciprocal arrangement with Russia for 
predominance within our sphere would be quite useless to us, If the dificulties to 
which Ihave called attention prove insuperable it seems to me that we ought. to dis- 
courage the British group from proceeding further, sinco it seems to me an impossible 
proposition that we should encourage a railway to be constructed from Bunder Abbas 
into the interior of Persia in which we should have only a third of the control, ie, no 
certain control at all. 

In these circumstances Ihave been thinking whether there is any way of recon 
ciling the principle laid down (with our express approval) in the statutes of tho société 
with what we regard at the Board of ‘Trade as the essential condition that British 
control should predominate in the Gulf section of any ‘Trans-Persian line. 

‘The only plan that occurs to me is this, Let the ‘Trans-Persian Railway, Resht 
to Bander Abbas, be one concession, but let the actual line be constructed and 
operated! in two sections by two companies working in co-operation, Russian interests 
predominating on the northern section, British in the southern, while the relative 
interests of the three Powers in the enterprise as a whole are maintained on a basis of 
absolute equality, An illustration will show that this may not be impossible, If, for 
example, for the sake of simplicity, we suppose the northern and southern sections to 























be equal, the following distribution of capital and control would effect the object 
aimed at 
Souttiorn | Railway 
avn whole, 
Groat Britain 5 6 
Franco. 3 6 
Russia *, 1 6 





France, it is true, would not be predominant on either section, but as she has no 
{territorial interests, this is not a fatal objection. Moreover, on the principle laid down 

the statutes of the société, she would only be entitled to one-third control, and this 
the above scheme gives her on both sections of the line, 

Ik is possible that’ a slight amendment of the statutes of the société would be 
required to give effect to such a distribution of control as Thave suggested, but there 
should, I think, be no difliculty in this if the main prineiple of equality is preserved. 
If, however, objection is raised and prevails, this fact will prove that it is unsafo 
for us to.go.on,and that the British group should be discouraged from proceeding 
further, 

T have not gone in this letter into the obvious reasons why wo think British 
predominance in the southern section of the line imperative, They are to a lay 
extent the same as those which led us to the samo conclusion with regard to the 
Persian Gulf section of the Bagdad Railway. In particular there would be little 
difficulty in seouring fair treatment. for British trade over th line as a whole if one 
section of itis in British hands, while the difficulty of ensuring such equality if we 
are in a permanent minority in the management of the whole line is very great indeed. 

If you concur in the general view Ihave indicated I hope that the point will be 
clearly bronght out in the reply which is now being drafted by the Foreign Office to 
Sir W. Garstin’s letters of the 9th and 20th December, 1912, 

In theso circumstances the reply to the enclosure in Sir W. Garstin’s letter of tho 
15th January would appear to be that there is no proposal under consideration which 
would h the right of the French gronp to control one-third of the capital of 
any company formed under a concession obtained by the Société d'Etudes, 

Yours very truly, 
1. LLEWELLYN SMITH. 
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[3168] No. 120. 


India Office to Foreign Office — (Received January 21.) 


Sir, India Ufice, January 20, 1913. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for the information 
of Secretary Sir E. Grey, a copy of a telegram from India stating the duties on which 
Major Hopkins, R.E., and Captain Cox are engaged in Southern Persia. 

Tam to say that tho Marquess of Crewe agrees with the opinion of Sir B. Grey, 
expressed in your letter of the Sth instant, that it is advieable that Captain. Cox's 
journey through the disturbed country should be postponed, and that, if it is felt by 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that, the same considerations apply to 
Major Hopkins's proposed survey tour, his Lordship is disposed to agree that it also 
should be postponed. 





Tam, &e. 
‘, W. HOLDERNESS. 







Enclosure in No, 120. 





wwernment of India to the Marquess of Crewe, 


(nelegrephio) |. January 15, 1913. 
WITH reference to your telegram dated 13th instant :— 


1, Captain Cox was in Persia on leave in September. Prior to receipt of your 
telegram of 7th November last, in which private travel in Persia was forbidden, 
permission had been given him’ to travel to Bunder Abbas vid Ispahan and Yezd, 
provided the local consular officers raised no objection. Since then no information 
8 to his movements has beon received. axe 

2, Major Hopkins is assistant to Johns. He has been engaged in examination of 
railway alignments in Persian Mekran, In this connection reference is invited to your 
telegram of 18th Novembe It would now appear that, as there is no reliable 
information available as to possibilities of railway construction between Bunder Abbas 
and Yezd, he is proposing 10 examine that area, As soon as Hopkins reached 
Bundor Abbas Sir P. Gox consulted Townley, and as we knew the latter would refer 
question we refrained from action in the matter. 


























(3094) No. 121. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 21.) 
(No, 28.) 
‘legraphic.) St, Petersburgh, January 20, 1913. 


YOUR telegram No. 47 of 18th January 

Thave given Minister for Foreign Affairs your message. 

Ho said that he had spoken to the Minister of Finance yesterday on the question 
fof an advance, but that the latter had declared that, for, reasons already given, he 
could not possibly find 260,000, He would speak to him again and see what he 
would do as soon as railway concessions were granted. 

T pressed him to settle question with the Minister of Finanee, so that when 
railway concessions were actually granted we should not have to waste further time 
diseussin tho same time urged the necessity of making as large an advance 
ts possible for purpose of strengthening Central Government and providing money for 
gendar Mahon of AChE importance to us. 

lis Excellency replied that he did not share our confidence in the present 
went_over being able to reestablish order in Persia, and he was only 
Hem because he wished to act loyally by us. He would take the first 
of again discussing the matter with the Minister of Finance aud endeavour 
in largest sum possible, 

‘On my speaking of possibility of our having to make independent advance, should 
stor of Finance prove obirate, his Excellency said that he could not consent to 

the money advanced were to be placed at disposal of Central Government for 
eral purposes, but that it might be different were it to be affected solely to the 
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pose of maintaining order in the south and its expenditare strictly controlled 
5 US. 

Do.you approve of my trying to got consent of Russian Groverament to as large a 
joint advance, as posible for general purposes, and oursdlves providing advance 
necessary for the gendarmerie to be employed in the south? From the language of 
the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, I do not think that he would place any limit 
on such an advance on our part, as the Russian Government cannot object to our 
maintaining order in the south by means of a Persian gendarmerie when they maintain 
order in the north with their troops. 








[3238] No. 122. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 21.) 

(No. 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, January 21, 1913, 


MY telegram No, 606 of 25th November : Russian advance to Persian Government, 
Although there is still a small difference of opinion upon the amount of interest 
due between the treasurer-general and tho Russian Bank, itis clear that the returns 
from the northern custom-ouse during the past half-year have been so satisfactory. 
that, after meeting all the fixed prior charges, the entire Russian advances mado last 
‘year to the Persian Government have been paid off 
‘Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 











[3239] No. 128, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 21) 
(No. 27.) 
‘Telegraphic.) Telran, January 21, 1913 


MY telegram No. 657 of 27th December, 1912. 

Satisfactory arrangement has now been concluded between Russian Legation and 
the Persian Government, and accopted by Salar-ed-Dowleb, under which the Prince 
is to receive a pension recovered from his confiseated possessions and come to reside 
at Tehran. Tho Persian Government are somewhat opposed to Russian desire that 
the Princo should be under Russian protection. Such an arrangement appears to 
mo to provide a guarantee for his good behaviour that is of great value, 

(Uepeated to St. Petorsburgh) 








[2914] No. 124. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
fee | ir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Office, January 21, 1013, 


YOUR telegram No, 24 of 19th January: Hormuz oxide, 

According to report fro His Majesty's consul at Bunder Abbas to His Majesty's 
consul-general at Bushire, local director of customs understands that phraso “under 
Girect supervision, &c.,” only means that eustoms administration would see that Persian 
Government are not defrauded of royalties to which they are entitled under terms of 
concession to Muin-ut-Dujjar, and that latter carries out terms of contract hotween 
Persian Governinent and Strick. Administration would exercise no control over 
CT a va 

is account of situation, which does not agree with that given by you, isc 
and concession has practically bocn handed. back to Muin, you ASI alee 
objection, remind treasurer-general of our wishes, as expressed in my telegram No, 362 
of 8th June last year, and of rights of Messrs, Weir and Ellinger. 

If director of customs at Bunder Abbas is wrong, I agroe that only possible 
course is that indicated in your telegram, should Weir and Killinger desire It to bo 
adopted. 
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(3094) No. 125. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

(No. 52, 

(Telegraphic) Re Foreign Office, January 21, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No, 23 of Yth January: Proposed advance to Persian Govern- 
ment. 

T approve. 

We certainly do not propose to make any separate advance ourselves for general 
purposes, but desire to join with Russia in advancing for general purposes a sum not 
exccedling in all 250,001, from cuch of us respectively on conclusion of railway 
concessions. 

We ure, however, confronted 
routes in the south. Attacks on Bi 














necessity of re-establishing order on trade 
1 officials and the murder of a British officer 
give us ample justification for doing this by dispatch of a British foree, but we much 
prefer, is an alternative, to advance money to enable a Persian governor to restore 
order by improving gendarmerie or allocating some force to protection of trade routes. 

Any aivance that we made separately f 
advance that we made in excess of the shan 
bo given solely for this purpose, and under conditions that would enable its expendi- 
ture to bo controlled hy us and limited to this purpose, 


























(1652) No. 126, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 81.) f 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 21, 1913, 
WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 5 of the Gth instant, relative 
to the alleged instigation by Russian agents of raids by Turkomans in the neigh- 
Lourhood of Meshed, I transmit to you herewith copy of a further report from His 
Majesty's Minister at Pehran on the subject.® 
‘our Exee 








to the Russ 










an Minister for Foreign Affairs 


Mosh 
Hkhani of Bujnurd ” and ends 
‘a view to assist the enquiry w 
make into this matters 





ie 
with the words ‘so far as his information goes,” with 
ich the Russian Government have been requested to 











Tam, &. 
E, GREY, 
(1656) No, 127. 
Foreign Ogice to India Ofice, 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 21, 1913. 





WITH reference to the letter from your Office of the BOth ultimo, relative to the 
situation at Shiraz, Lam directed hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,t forwarding copies 
of wo reports from Mr, Smart, late His Majesty's acting consul at that place, 
‘expressing his appreciation of tho services rendered to His Majesty's consulate by 
Colonel J. A, Douglas aud the troops under his command, and by Mr. Smith and the 
stalf of tho Indo-Buropean Telegraph Departinent in Fars. 

‘The Marquess of Crewe will observe that the reports in question are those copies 
of which forined the enclosures in the despatch of the 23rd November from His 
Majesty's consul-general at Bushire to the Government of India, forwarded to this 
Office in your lottor of the 30th December last. 

Laut to state that Mr, Smart's testimony to the services of the gentlemen in 
question lias been read with much gratification at this Oflice, and to express 
Sir [. Grey's hope that the Marquess of Crewe may see his way to recommend their 
recognition in the proper quarter. 
























* No.2, 
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‘As regards the part played in recent events by Mr. Smith, of the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department, I am to refer to the letter from this Office of the 13th January, 
1912, and to the reply thereto, dated the 20th January, which dealt with the excellent, 
conduct of that officer ina previous crisis. F 

Tam to add that Sir E, Grey concurs in the view expressed by Sir W. ‘Townley in 
the last paragraph of his despatch, that no responsibility can be attached to Colonel 
Douglas for the recent deplorable incident in which Captain Eekfond lot his life 

am, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 











(55840) No. 128. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 






Sir, Foreign 0, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknow! 
Jetter of the 30th ultimo, forwarding copy of a despatch from 
general at Bushire relative to the situation at Shiraz, 

Tam to inform you in reply that Sir B. Grey has instructed His Majesty's Ministor 
at Tehran to express privately to Colonel Douglas his appreciation of his attitude and 
that of the troops under his command in the trying circumstances in which they find 
themselves situated, 

Tam, &. 


LOUIS MALLET. 


1, January 21, 1913. 
ge th receipt of your 
Tis Majesty's consul- 








(1997) No, 129. 
Foreign Office to Mr. Hawkins, 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 21, 1913. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 3rd Decemb« respecting your acceptance 








of nomination as representative of His Majesty's Government on the board of tho 
Persian Transport Company, Lam directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to inform you 
that a communication has now been received from the secretary of the company stating 
that vou have been elected to fill the vacancy. 

Tam accordingly to inform you that His Majesty's Government accept you as their 
representative on the board, 








Tam, é 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(3312] No. 130. 
Mesars. Ellinger & Co. to Foreign Office, (Received January 22.) 


Sir, 28, Ozford Sircel, Manchester, January 20, 1913. 

WE beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the (ith instant, the contents of 
which will, we are sure, be of great sorvice to us in explaining fully the considerations 
yrhich have led Sir E. Grey to the conclusions mentioned in the firs paragraph of your 
letter. 

‘We are greatly obliged for this assistance, 

We are desirous of coming to some settlement with the Muin-ut-Tujjar, if possible, 
without recourse to the Jaw courts or arbitration, and in this conneetion we venture to 
draw your attention to a paragraph in your letter of the 19th Api h we are 
much afraid may berelied upon by the Muin-ut-Tujjar as an expression of opinion on the 
part of the Foreign Office that he is protected by the supplemental contract. ‘The 
paragraph in question reads as follows -— 





















“If this be so, it seems clear that the cancellation was, as between the Perri 
Government and Muin, ouly unjust if made at unreasonably short notice and without 
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giving him an opportunity of making arrangements as regards his contrasts, while as Muin 
jad provided in those contracts that he was not to be liable if the Government prevented 
him from carrying them out, it would have been difficult for His Majesty's Government to 
interfere on those grounds even at that time, 














We do not understand ourselves that the above paragraph was intended as an 
exprtsion of opinion applicable to the events that, have happened, but iti capable of 
being so read, and would naturally ea 





very much more weight with the Muin than 
any legal opinions that we could obtain’ from’ our own advisers to a contrary effect. 

‘The Muin hus always throughout the eontroversy contended that the supplementary 
contract protects him from any claims Messrs, Andrew Weir & Co, and ourselves ean put 
forward, and we feel that the paragraph we have quoted will stand very much in our way, 
and is calouluted to afford him mistaken encouragement to rely on the supplemental 
‘agreement as his answer to any claim on our part, whereas we are strongly advised that 
the supplemental ugreement does not protect the Muin in the events that have happened 
for the reason shortly that the Muin entered into the contract without having any conces- 
sion that justified him in doingso, and that his inability to carry out the contract was due 
to this cause only, and not to any of the events contemplated by the supplemental 
agreement. 

We shail bo very much obliged if the Secrotary of State will re-cousider the para- 
graph in question, and, allowing for the probability’ that the Muin has read it in « way 
that was not intended, will farther assist us by giving us an intimation to that effect. 

We are, &e. 
ELLINGER & CO, 



































(8239) No. 131, 


Hdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 









raphic,) 
YOUR telegram 
It would ho woll if the Persian Govortim: 
possible to the Russian Government. You 
this direction, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 54.) 


Foreign Office, January 22, 1913. 
jar-ed-Dowleh, 

lopted as conciliatory an attitude as 
doubtless use your inffaence quiet 





















(1653) No, 132, 


Eadicard 





1) to Sir W. Townley. 

(No. 11.) us a 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 22, 1913. 

THTAVE received your despatch No, 256 of the 10th ultimo, forwarding copy of 

port from His Majesty's const ive to the situation in 

jorbaijan, with special reference to the action of tho Russian military and consular 
authorities there, 














a 















With respect to the last paragraph of your despatch, T have to observe that, so 
Jong as British interests, commercial or other, are not directly injured by such action, 
Tan see no ground for representations to the Ri Government on the subject. 


You should, however, instruct Mr. Cowan to co 
and to report at once any 
injustice, in order that P-1 
St, Potersburgh in their defence. 

Tn the meanwhile, you should inform Mr. Cowan that T have read his able report 
‘with much interest, and that T entirely approve the action taken by him in the case of 
the villages rented by Mr, Stevens. 





an to continue carefully to watch the situation, 
in which British interests are treated with direct 
bo in a position to take the necessary action at 











Tam, &e. 
E. GREY, 


















13298] No. 130°. 


India Ofieo to Foreign Office. —(Received January 22.) 


Sir, Tndia Office, January 21, 1913. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence with your department regarding: 
expenditure on lighting and buoyage, wireless telography, and survey schomes in the 
Persian Gulf, Lam directed by the Sccretary of State for India in Council to lay before 
Sceretary Sir E. Grey-a proposal regarding the adjustment of expenditure of theso 
classes. 

‘As the Sccretai 
expenditure in Per 














of Stato for Foreign Affairs is aware, diplomatic and consular 
s ordinavily adjusted once a-year and in arrear (vide annual 
Statement submnitted with this Office letter of the 21st October last), but it was recently 
greed that outlay in com Mh the additional troops from India now employed 
in Persia should be adjusted quarterly in view of the special nature and magnitude of 
the expenditure, Tnitial expenditure on the schemes referred to in paragraph 1 of 
this letter will be on a large scale during the current year, and probably for some little 
timo to come, and the Marquess of Crewe thinks that it would be convenient and 
appropriate if the adjustment of expenditure on theso schemes (whether initial or 
recurring) betwween this Office aud the Imperial Government wore effected quarterly. as 
the ease of the outlay on the special troops, When the heavy initial expenditure 
's completed it may possibly be more convenient that. the adjustment of tho smallor 
reourring expenditure thereafter should be effected through the ordinary annual in 
respect of diplomatic and consular expenditure in Persia, ‘This point, however, can 
be decided hereafte 

If Sir B. Grey concurs in this proposal, Lord Crowe will cause the necessary 
information to be obtained from India with a view to presenting claims as soon as 
possible on account of expenditure incurred on these three schemes up to the present 
time. 




































Tam, &o, 
‘!, W. HOLDERNESS, 





41602) 
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3415] No, 133. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 23.) 
(No. 6, 
ir, ) Tehran, January 9, 1918. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 9 of the 6th instant, I have the honour to 
forward to you herewith, in translation, copy of a final agreement signed by the 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, with the approval of the Cabinet, providing for the 
reorganisation of the Arabistan Telegraph lines and the prolongation of the existing 
telegraph conventions to the year 1945, 

‘The agreement, which appears quite satisfactory, takes the form of a letter from 
the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs to the Tehran Director of the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department. ; x 

As the original agreement was signed by my predecessor, I am pe the present 
arrangement on record at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs by sending His Highness 
Ala-es-Sultaneh a copy of the document communicated to me by Mr, King Wood. 

T haye the honour to enclose herewith copy of my note in question to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Thave, &c. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 133. 
Note addressed to Chief Director of Telegraph Department of British Government. 


(Translation.) 

IN reply to your letters on the subject of the repairs to the’ Arabistan line and 
Gai Tins ncatannae vemaort ncn, Iiany ie kenn torminan you that as the 
convention referring to this line, dated the 28th Jemadi-ul-Ewel, 1887, which contained 
ton articles, had to be approved by the Mediliss, and acted on accordingly, and as yet the 
said agreement has not received the approval of the Medjliss, in ae to avoid any 
further delay in the repair of the said line, and that the work be completed in the winter 
or next spring, I submitted my proposals, together with such amendments which I 
considered necessary in the articles of the agreement of 1327, to the Cabinet Ministers 
of the Rersian Government. In accordance with the approval of the said respected 
representatives and this official letter it is permitted that the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department, without delay, will take action to renew and continue the Arabistan line 
oat iron standards according to the following agreement, so that the work may be 
completed by the end of the coming spring. 

When the Medjliss will be again assembled the agreement of the year 1927, with 
the amendments I have made in certain articles with the approval of the Cabinet 
Ministers of the Persian Government, and which are enumerated in this document, will 
be submitted to the Medjliss, with the exception of article 8, which refers to the 
extension of the three former conventions, and which is now sanctioned ; the remaining 
articles of the agreement in review are to be submitted to the Medjliss for approval, and. 
the Persian Government will harmonise with the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department 
accordingly, It is evident that as long as the Medjliss is not assembled the Ministry of 
Tajeeritt ouillren ear ct adTngesTeneeneRtear Ta graph Department according to the 
articles of this agreement, which has received the lama approval of the Cabinet 
Ministers of the Persian Government. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 133. 


Agreement. 


ARTICLE 1, In order to improve telegraphic communication between Boragjun 
and Mohammerah and between Borasjun and Dizful it is agreed that from the date of 
the signature of this agreement, under the direction and supervision of the chief 
director of the Telegraph Department of the Exalted British Government, a line with 

ndards will be erected from Borasjun to Aluvaz, and from Ahwaz to Mohammerah, 
and from Ahwaz to Dizful; the said lines will be connected with the Shiraz and 


[1602] 25 
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Bushire lines in order that telegraphic communications of the Arabistan line may be 
carried out with Tehran and Bushite, 





Art, 2. The British Government agrees to pay, gratis, the cost of the erection of the 
above-mentioned line, inclusive of iron poles, wire, insulators, &., up to the amount of 
5,000, as well as an'annual sum of 300. for the maintenanee of the above-mentioned 
line from the date of the commencement of the said work up to the year 1945 A.D. 
After the completion of the said construction, and when the fotal expenditure is 
known, the sum of 5,000. will be deducted from’ the total expenditure, together with 
3001. per annom, which is due by the British Government, as mentioned in this same 
article, and will’go towards the capital account, and whatever balance still remains 
utetaing wil with the approval of the Ministy of the Persian Telegraph, bo due 
the Persian Government to the British Government, and is to be paid by the former 
Government to the latter up to the, 
Art, 8, In return fir the expe 


























ed in article 2 which the British 
Government pays, gratis, for the construction aud maintenance of the said line, the 
Persian Government agrees that the period of the following agreements shall be 

in foree up to the Int January, 1945 4.b,, viz: the Telegraph 
Convention of the 2nd April, 1868 a,b, ; the Telegraph Convention of the 2nd December, 
1872 A.0.; the Telegraphic Convention of the 16th August, 1901 .v, 

Art, d, ‘The salaries of the telegraph clerks and other employés, such as gholams, 
forrashes, inspector, battery men, cont of instrument and rent of telegraph offices, is to 
bo defrayed by the Persian Telegraph Administration 

Art. 5. In order to ensure the proper and continual working of the above-mentioned 
the director of the ‘Telegraph Department of the exalted British Government will 
it an inspector, with the approval of tho Ministry of the Persian ‘Telegraphs, for 
‘intenance and safoguard of the line up to 1945 ap, The gholams wh 

16, and who are Persian subjects, are to be under the orders of 
the pay and allowance of the inspector will be fixed by the Ministry of 
‘Telographs in, consultation with the director of the Telegraph Department of the exalted 
British Government prior to the commencement of the work: 

Art. 6, ‘Tho P Governments iy Minster. of Telegraph, has to appoint a 
Persian clerk at all th pal stations for all time Co be conversant. in. foreign 
Tangunge to deal with tional trafic, 















extended and 
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Art, 7, The Persi mt ayrves not to appoint in the telegraph, offices of 
the above-meuti it the consent of the director of the Telegraph 
Department of the British Government, any individual except Persian subjects or an 








employs of the Indo- ni Telegraph Depa 
Art, 8. Tt ix agreed that up to 1945, should. the Persian Government. wi 
oxtond the Arabistan lines to any other poiuts, and in case they should be in ne 
forvign assistance, that assistance must be requested from the British Government. 
Ono inouth prior to the construction of the line the Indo-Kuropean 
nit i 10 ask the Minister of Telegraphs for « ro ive, who has 
ny the inspector from the beginning of the coustruction work up to its 
completi and all the expenditure which is to be incurred on the construction of the 
Tine is to bo disbursed with the knowledge of the said representati 
Art, 10, During the construction of the above-mentioned line, it is to be noticed 
that the new line is to run through all the existing stations, and th 
is at prosont available on the existing line, after connecting one station with another, 
will bo dismantled, collected, and handed over the representative of the Persia 
fovernment, 






































MOSHTESHAR-ED-DOWLEH. 
(Seal) ‘The Ministry of Posts, Telegeaphs, 

Buble Works and Commerce. 
Tehran, January 4, 1913, 





inclosure 3 in No. 133, 








Sir W. Townley to Ala-es-Sultanch, 


M. le Ministre, Tehran, January 9, 1913. 

__ YOUR Highness is doubtless fully cognisant of the arrangement proposed to the 
director at Toliran of the Indo-Kuropean Telegraph Depurtment, respecting the 
reorganisation of the Arabistan telegraph lines, aud the prolongation of the existing 





















iL 





‘Telegraph Conventions to 1945, by his Excellency the Minister of Posts and Telegraph, 
with the sanction of the Cabinet, oe 

Tam submitting this document to my Government, but, as the original agreement 
was signed by my predecessor and his Excellency Saad-ed-Dowleh on the 17th June, 
1909, I have the honour to transmit hetewith to your Highness copy of the letter from 
the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, which has been communicated to me by Mr. King 
‘Wood, director at Tekan of tits fado-Buropean ‘Telegraph Convention. 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 











(3238) No, 134. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 55.) . 
(Welegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, January 23, 1913. 





SIR W. TOW! 
Persian Government. 

You should take an opportunity of drawing attention of Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to contrast between position described and unfavourable: situation 
existing as regards our own advances. In the circumstances, the Minister of Finance 
ought not to make so much difficulty about advancing more. 


LEY'S telegram No, 26 of 21st January: Russian advance to 











(Repeated to Tehran, No, 36.) 
(3526) No, 135, 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No. 51.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofieo, January 28, 1913, 


RUSSIAN Government have asked that you should support strong representations 
which your Russian colleague is about to make to ‘Purkish Governmont with a view of 
expediting an early solution of Turco-Persian frontier question, Could you ascertain 
why this question is being raised ata moment which does not. seem very propitious or 
opportune, and whether any fresh incidents have occurred which render representations 
‘urgently necessary ? 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 56, and Tehran, No. 37.) 


















(3680) No, 136. 
¢ Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 24.) 
28.) 
(Roreapnie) R Pehran, January 24, 1913. 


BRITISH consul at Kerman reports that the Governor-General is in serfous need 
of funds, and that there is grave danger of disorders, accompanied by closing of the 
roads to the coast and inland, unless le is supplied with 40,000 tomans arrears. due 














to him w fortnight. 
1 am pressing M. Mornard to send money, but would beg to submit, for your 
consideration, that it would be very desirable to wake some arrangement, similar to 





that made for Fars out of the next advance, Monthly cost of administration is 
20,000 tomans, and the Governor-General is helpless if He has not funds with which 
to take the necessary steps to restore order and to keep open valuable trade routes, 








(3662) No. 137. 


ahs Sir G, Louther to Sir Batward Grey.—(Received January 24.) 
No, 41, 
(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, January 24, 1913, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. ee eey 
Your telegram No. 51 of 23rd January. 
My Russian colleague has boen constantly making representations on this question, 
and I have periodically urged the necessity of expediting the work of the mixed 
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commission. During the last few days we had both gained the impression that the 
instructions of the new Turkish Commissioner were satisfactory, and although Minister 
for Foreign Affairs had decided on a two months’ prolongation of the commission, term 
of which should conclude to-morrow, there seems to be some hope that the matter 
might be settled before the expiration of the two months. 

No fresh incidents haye occurred, but as Minister for Foreign Affairs seemed to. 
be fairly well disposed, and as there was always a risk of his falling, Russian 
Ambassador neglected no opportunity to press settlement on him. 


$$ SSS 
(8149) No. 138. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir H. Lewellyn-Smith, 


Dear Lewellyn-Smith, Foreign Office, January 24 1913, 

TAMmuch obliged for your letter respecting the Trans-Persian Railway. 

think the solution you suggest in regard to British control of the Gulf end of the 
line is excellent, and we have tried to cover the point, while not entering into too great 
detail at this stage, in the draft reply to Sir W. Garstin, 

You will no doubt recollect that the Foreign Office letter of the Ist June, 1912, was 
only sent after a conference, at which there were three representatives of the Board of 
‘Trade, had recognised the arrangement proposed as being “perfectly satisfactory.” 

Yours sincerely, 


DE. GRBY. 





(8800) No. 139. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 25.) 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Bushire, January 3, 1913. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 7, dated the 4th November, 1912, I have the 
honour to forward a copy of a despatch, dated the 3rd January, 1913, with enclosures, 
which I have addressed to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, ‘iving cover to a further 
report from His Majesty's consul for Arabistan, Mohammerah, regarding the position 
of Peso customs director at that port in relation to his duties as a revenue 
official. 


Thaye, &e, 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul= 
General for Fars, dc. 


—<$—$<_—_ 
Enclosure 1 in No, 139. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


Sir, Bushire, January 3, 1913. 

IN continuation of my despatch dated the 4th November, 1912, I have the honour 
to forward, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a letter dated the 3rd January, 
1913, which have addressed to the Government of India, giving cover to a further 
report from His Majesty’s consul for Arabistan, Mohammerah, regarding the position 
of the Belgian customs director at that port in relation to his duties as a revenue 
official, 


Thave, &ec. 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 


the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, de. 


_ 










































No. 139%. 


{8695} 





ed January 2 





Inidia Office to Moreign Ofico—( 
India Office, January 23, 1913. 


Sir, Js lottor of 27th December last, T am. directed 
WAPI referoneo to Mr, Abrahams's letter of 27th December last, T am. direstad 

















s\ ia to forward, for the ti a 
Fe eT ae (oF a ean tie Government of India, regarding the 
air pation be exteted for the attack on British officers near Shiraz 
amTvam to say that as dhe question of the policy, to bo adopted inthe 
i *. Gavorament, in respect of southorn Persia is now before the 
ie Maloy awe does ot propose to offer any observations on. the telegram 
enclose, na 


"Ty W, HOLDERNESS. 







Enclosure in No. 139°. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 
January 17, 1913. 


25th ultima. We do not fail to urge that 
Both ultimo, 5 exncted, but, we: think that 


Governor ation of period of grace, and be 
Jovernor4 


provided with money, We suggest postponement ti 
of an expedition. 

















2G" 
(1602) 
















113 


Enclosure 2 in No. 139. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, January 3, 1913. 

IN continuation ofthe correspondence ending with myletior dated the 4th November, 
1912, Ihave the honour to forward a further communication, dated the 14th December, 
1912, from His Majesty's consul for Arabistan, drawing attention to the difficult 
practical aspect of the arrangement under which the officials of the Customs 
administration are now charged with revenue work, 

T may mention, however, that a report, at present unconfirmed, reaches _me 
simultaneously to the effect that the revenue work of Arabistan is about to be taken 
over by a Belgian official especially deputed for the purpose, it being perhaps 
recognised that the task involved is too unwieldy a one for the director of customs to 
Thandie tn addition wo his propor datios 

Tam sending a duplicate of this communication to His Majesty's Minister, with o 
copy also to His Majesty's Foreign Office, in continuation of previous correspondence, 

Thave, &, 
P, Z, COX, Licwtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fara, &e. 





Enclosure 4 in No. 139, 
Consul Haworth to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox. 


Sir, Mohammerah, Deceniber 14, 1912. 
IN continuation of my letter dated the 2nd November last, I haye the honour to 
report that I to-lay had a conversation with M. Fourman on the subject of the various 
activities of the Customs Department. He stated that it was impossible for one man to 
do the work that he was asked to do; that his mail this week was entirely occupied 
with revenue matters; and that he was s0 tied to his office that life was not worth 


living. 

fs stated that his contrsot wan well through now, and that he cariaaly wrould not 
continue it to live such a life in such a climate, and he agreed with mo that such being 
the caso his customs work must necessarily be buffering by competition with his other 
manifold duties, 

‘The discharged collector of revenues stated to me to-day that the Belgian 
Customs would find themselves unable to compete with revenue work, and that the 
mere translation of papers so as to be made comprehensible to the director of customs 
was in itself so dificult a task as to be practically impossible, 

Tn this opinion I am inclined to agree. Tho inustaulis of tho country conduct 
their work in such a way that it is difficult for a Persian not trained in their methods 
to follow them, M. Fourman told me that the whole revenuo work was in a tangle the 
unravelling of which would entail a large amount of work, and I think there is little doubt 
that either the system or the men employed in it will break down, Tt follows as a 
matter of course that the customs will relapse into the unsatisfactory state in which 
M. Fourman found it, if he is unable to continue the careful supervision he has given 
it till recently, 





Thave, &e, 
L. B. H. HAWORTH, Major. 





[3809] No. 140. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received January 25.) 


‘THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of the 
Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy dated the 24th January, 1918 
regarding the situation in Shiraz, 


India Ofice, January 24, 1913. 


Sela ww 
(602) 26 
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Enclosure in No. 140. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Orewe. 


(Telegraphic) P. 
‘ BLEASH! rofer to Cox’ telegram to. 
tho 19th instant, regarding situation at Shiraz, 
‘We gree that advantage should be taken of existing opportunity to obtain from 
Persia certain definite concessions, but on the specif requirements mentioned by the 
remark as follows 


Simla, January 24, 1913. 
reretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated 
















most desirable that our prescriptive right to buoy an 
Gland poligs its waters) aboull bo vecogrised; anit tll ahowld’ bs presocd, bubiit 
seems unnecessary to demand reaffirmation respectingg quarantine. 

‘The scoond point is not urgent, and might be held over: 

‘The undertaking mentioned as third point would be impossible unless Russia first 
consented, and to seek her cousent would probably mean that she would make counter- 
demands, which is doubtless not convenient in existing circumstances. 

Fourch,—Rights gation on the Karun are not au urgent matter, but it 
might he well to mention then. 

Iifth,—As far as Persia is concerned, our de facto position on the Trucial Coast and 
A¢ ahrin iy assure; rengnition of British eonaular preston of the suljects of theee 
h points might be held over till occasion arises for them to be: 








































dealt with. 






With regard to the concluding paragraph of mn under review, our opinion is 
that if the general question is to be raised of British interests in Persia, we should, 
without doubt, press Persion Government to undertake to alienate or lease no Gulf 
island, or part'thereof, to any other Bower unless we consent, and also to agree that if 
the oceasion arises, the portions of Sheikh-Shuaib, Larak, Hormuz, Henj 
islands, that may be required for purpose of lig « and policing the Gulf, 
‘and for convenienee of ships of the Royal navy employed on éhese duties, shall be leased 
to us, 

(Repeated to Bushin 
































(4270) No, 141. 


Note communicated by Count Benckendorff, January 25, 1913, 


(Confidentielle.) 

1, apport 'informations parvenue: 
cession pour l'exploitation mi 
Youdikhust~Bidjan-Minnb-Rouehir lui servi 
Jos limites do la concession au nord s'étendr 
dans la sphire dintue 
concession embrasserai 

Il s'agirait, par consequent, 
s'étendont dans la provinee de Yex 

La convention de 1907 ne contient rien qui précise les droits ponr les concessions 
des deux Puissances dans la zone neutre. Mais, dans Vintérét méme de la eoopération 
anglo-russo en Perse, il serait certainement désirable que les intéréts anglais ne s'y 
Giendent pas dans une mesure prépondérante au point de soulever en Russie des 
critiques sur les résultats de notre coopération eu Perse, 

Nayant & sa disposition que des informations incomplites sur la nature de la 
concession, le Ministre Impérial n'est pas en mesure d’exprimer & ce sujet une opinion 
définie, Le Ministdre Tnnpérial appréeierait beaucoup des informations ultérienres que 
Jo Ministre Royal des Affaires Htrangires voudrait bien lui faire parvenir & cet sujet, 
ce qui pormottrait un échange d'idées amical, cortainement utile et, semblerait-il, tout 
naturel, 


Ambassade Impériate de Rua 
Te 25 janvier, 1913. 









la ligne 
it de limites, Il s’ensuivrait d’abord que 
ent dans la province de Yezd, qui se trouve 
© russe, ce qui ne serait pas régulier, et, en outre, que cette 
tune partic fort considérable de la zone neutre. 








dl 





xclure des droits de la concession ceux qui 
























, Londres, 
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No. 142, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 25.) 





Wo. 26.) 
(elegraphic.) St, Petersburgh, January 25, 1913. 
"YOUR telegrams Nos. 52 and 56 of Plat aud 23rd January. 


Thave spoken to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs as instructed. 

He said that the Minister of Finance was very difficult to move, and that, though 
the Russian Government would do nothing against the present Persian Government, 
they had not sullicient confidence in them to place a large sum at, their disposal. I 
replied that the Russian Government would not. be giving them a fair chance if they 
refused to join us in an advance, and I expressed earnest hope that, after the 
loyal support which you have given him throughout the Balkan crisis, he would 
co-operate with you in supplying the Persian Government with sum they asked for. 

‘He said that though he could not promise 250,000. he would use all the arguments, 
he could to induce the Minister of Finance to make a substantial advance a soon as 
the two railway concessions were granted. As regards these concessions his Hixcollency 
said that the fact that His Majesty's Government were asking the Persian Government 
to givecertain guarantees with regard to British railway, while the Russian Government 
were asking for none for theirs, was calculated to delay the granting of the latter, 
and the two concessions might therefore have to be treated separately. 

On my speaking of a separate British advance for the gendarmerie to protect the 
trade routes in the south, he said that we were at liberty to advance whatever sums we 
liked for this purpose, and that we might do so at once without waiting for tho 
‘granting of tho railway concessions, 





















(2825) No. 113. 
Sir Bdiward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
if 40.) 
Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, January 26, 1913. 


BUSHIRE telegram No. 115 of 19th January: Proposed demands on Persian 
Government. 
What are your views of this proposal ? 





{8680} No. Md. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 41.) . 
(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, January 25, 1913. 





YOUR tologram No, 28 of 24th January ; Proposed advance for Ker 

‘This proposal would involve increaso in sum advanced, and requires careful 
consitleration, 

Has Governor-General sufficient forco at his disposal to enable him to restore 
order, even if he has sufficient funds? Otherwise, expenditure for the purpose would 
be useless, 

T presume you would advocate system of control like that contemplated in case 
of Fars. 














[3896] No. 145. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received January 26.) 
(No, 80.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, January 26, 1913, 


LATEST official information is to the effect that Sipahdar will leave ‘Tabriz in a 
few days for Europe on a nominal two months’ leave. Shuja will remain as acting 
‘governor. 

‘This seems to me the best arrangement that can be made, as Shuja has always 
maintained that Sipahdar was at the back of subversive movement, and the Russian 
Government will prefer to have Shuja to deal with, Members of the new Cabinet 


express anxiety about the sitnation because the rebellious elements have not yot~ 










































































16 












vacated the mosque, Shuja, having always repudiated all connection with the: 
movement, will now be able to pnt the entire responsibility for the same on Sipahdar, 
and prove his previous assurances by bringing pressure to bear on the malcontents to 
eave the mosque. 

‘dvice in this sense from St. Petersburgh would doubtless help towards speedy 
restoration of tranquillity. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh and Tabriz.) 














(3897) No. 146. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 26.) 
No, 3 
Pele phi) Teliran, January 26, 1913. 


"OUR telegram No. 40 of 25th January. Ste 

His Majesty's resident at Bushire has been for so long closely associated with 
march of affairs in Southern Persia that he is specially well qualified to judge of the 
effect upon British trade and prestige which has resulted from policy of forbearance 
adopted by His Majesty's Government, and what is likely to issue from a continuance 
of this policy. Cox would entertain small hope of any improvement of the situation 
from the gendarmerie and other measures which the Persian Government propose to 
tako to restore order if the financial assistance of His Majesty's Goverament can be 
tocured, After the many previous failures it is but natural that this should be the 
ease, Perhaps because I haye not been a close witess of destruction of former hopes 
Tram disposed to beliove mueh good may result from the occupation in force of the road 
by the gendarmerie, Should this happen there should be gain and not loss to British 















viows 
requires 
stater 

Goyernme 
navigation in the Gulf 
(Repeated to Bushire.) 











{3898} No. 147. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 26.) 
(No, 22, 
(Peleg tis) ‘Tehran, January 26, 1913. 
NEW Cabinet is holding daily meotings to discuss railway concessions. “Minister 





for Foreign Affairs assures me that he is confident that the matter will be settled 
Within the week. His Excellency says that British proposal would be much more 
eaceptable if it could be ced that the line would. be carried on to Hamadan, 
Dut he expresses earnest desire that, should any negotiations in this sense be opened, 
it should not transpire that this is the wish of the Persian Government. 

Whilst di g this question Minister for Foreign Affairs impressed on me most 
oarnestly: that Persian Government have immediate need of 600,000. as an advance 
upon the loan, which it is hoped will be for 6,000,000L, to be paid in five annual 
instalments of 1,200,0001, each. 

On my asking whether the advance asked for on account of the Fars gendarmerie 
was to form part of 3000001, which it is hoped that His Majesty's Government 
Will advance, he said that Persian Government would prefer that this should be 
aeparate advance payable out of the second instalment of loan, the 600,000. wanted 
immediately being considered as the first half of the first annual instalment of 
1,200,008. 
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[4149] No. 148. 


Pro-niemorid communicated by Count Benckendorff, January 27, 1913, 


(Confidentiel.) . 

D'APRES les informations du Gouvernement Impérial, une compagnie anglaise 
demanderait au Gouvernement persan la concession pour la construction du chemin de 
fer Mohammerah-Khorremabad. 

Cependant, Téchange de vues (pro-memorid) survenu entro les Cabinets, de 
Londres et de Saint-Pétersbourg avait, semble-til, établi que toute opération financiére, 
pouvant eréer une charge nouvelle au Trésor persan, devrait étre évitée, et que tout 
projet de ligne ferrée dans la zone neutre qui nécessiterait pareille mesuré serait au 
préalable examiné par les deux Gouvernements, 

Le Gouvernement Impérial croit devoir surtout attirer Vattention du Gouverne- 
‘ment britannique sur les graves inconvénients qu'il y aurait de porter toute atteinto au 
erédit de la Berse au moment oit s'impose la question do Yemprunt persan. ‘Tels 
pourraient toutefois étre les conséquences de Ventreprise_ projetée par a compagnie en 
question dont le Gouvernement, Impérial n‘avait jusqu'ici pas eu connaissance, 

Tndépendamment de ce qui précéde, le Gouvernement Impérial se fait également 
un dovoir d'observer que la compagnie qui s'est formée pour la construction de Ja 
ligne Mohammerah-Khorremabad tenterait, d’obtenir cotte concession, des conditions 

us avantageuses que celles de la compagnie russe, concessionaire de la ligne 
ioulfa~Tauris, 

En vue déviter tout malentendu, le Cabinet do Saint-Pétersbourg serait en 
cousbqueios diavoss de proposer un change, de rice aves In\Gabinet derCanaass en 
sujet de Ventreprise Gnaveltre projetéo par la compagnie anglaise, dont lee conditions 
ne dovraiont pas diférer do calle accordéos & ln compagnie russe Djoulfa~ Tauris 


Ambassade TImpériale do Russie, Londres, 
le 27 janvier, 1913, 











(4048) No. 149. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 27.) 
(No 29.) 


(Telegraphic.) R. 

YOUR telegram No 32 of 21st January ; Oxide. 

‘Treasury-Genoral point out that it is erroneous to speak of Muin-ut-Dujjar’s 
concession as having been restored to him, Under his original firman he had freo 
disposal of the mines against payment of a small annual land tax. Under his present 
conceasion (see enclosure in Sir G. Barclay's despatch No. 238 of 4th December, 1911), 
treasurer-general regards him as agent of the Government. Muin receives 15 per cent, 
for his expenses in working the mines, which leaves him no profit. 

Messrs. Strick's payments are made direct to treasurer-general, who, howover, 
remits to Muin amounts sufficient to make up the 24,000, which, as you are aware, ho 
vas awarded as compensation for oxide mines at the moment of his expulsion, Muin 
is bound to fulfil conditions of Messrs, Strick's contract, which precludes the shipping 
of oxide to other parties, After the expiration of Messrs. Strick’s contract, Muin’s 
15 per cont. is raised to 25 per cent, for “expenses and commission,” and ho is to 
make no contract without the knowlege of the Governent, 

‘Treasurer-general does not much approve of this concession, but as an Act of 
Parliament he had to put it into effect, nor had he power to change its conditions, 
though he takes every precaution to keep Muin in firm control. He sees no practical 
method of safeguarding Weir and lEllinger's interests other than that suggested in my 
telegram No. 24 of 19th Janna 

T understand from Messrs. Strick’s agent here that they are applying for six months 
extension of their contract to compensate for period during which their shipments were 
suspended last summer. ‘The sooner, therefore, that Hllinger decide whether they will 
apply for a subsequent contract the better, as, though treasurer-general assures me he 
will not countenance any fresh departure without warning me, arrangements may be 
made behind his back which may place us in fresh dilemma as regards conflicting 
interests of British firms. 


Tehran, January 2, 1913, 
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13885] No. 150. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived January 27.) 
(No, 48.) 
(telegraphic) Constantinople, January 26, 1913- 
‘PURCO-PERSTAN frontier. 





My telegram No, 41 of 24th January. 

At yesterday's sitting of mixed commission, Turkish delegates, owing to recent 
change in Government, had not yet received the fresh instructions they were awaiting, 
the Persian commissioners agreed on their own responsibility on provisional 
prolongation for fifteen days, pending. the receipt of instructions from their Government 
Fospecting the two months’ prolongation applied for by former Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, 











(4063) No. 151, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received Januar 





(No. 

(Wolexraphic,) Re 
MY telegram No. 29 
Messrs. Stric 

Foreign Affairs for a six months’ exten: 

ly reply. 

have asked the Persian Government privately not to take any action until I learn 

your views, 





Tehran, January 27, 1913. 
concluding paragraph : Hormuz oxide. 
application to the Minister for 
‘contract referred to. He has asked 


7th Janus 
now made a fo 
on of the 














No. 152. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 27.) 





1,) 


loggraphic. 





Tehran, January 21, 1913. 

BRITISH consul at Shiraz telegraphs that Governor-General is in urgent need of 
4,000 rifles and 500,000 rounds for his new force, and suggests th ment of India 
might be able to supply arma in place of the long Lee-Fufield, which is being replaced 
by short weapon of the same type. Minister for Foreign Affairs has sought my good 
offices in the matter, and considers rifle suggested suitable if mot more expensive than 
the ordinary Mauser 

Goyeriior 
arms, but it would appear to 
tantamount to announcing tha 
‘ourselves, Assistance being rendered to Governor 
havo mado this moro or less apparent already. 

Should the proposal be approved, L would suggest that resident at Bus 
moat favourable position to endeavour to arrange the matter with the Goverument of 
India. 

{ gather from authorities on the spot that safe conveyance of the arms and 
ammunition could be assure 
(Addressed to Foreign Oilice ; repeated to Bushire and Shiraz.) 


















in formation of his new force without 
that if we assist him to secure the same it will be 
it has been decided not to resort to drastic measures 
feneral in his preparations must 























{4153} No. 153, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 27.) 





(No, 38. Confidential 
eiographie.) l Tehran, January 21, 1913. 

MY telegram No. 30 of 26th Januar. 

Primo Minister sont to-day to ask my advice as to the attitude Persian Government 
should adopt towards Sipahdar’s request for leave. Cabinet, my visitor said, were 
disposed to think that he should not be allowed 

T said that it appearel to mye that is 2 
ecause Shuja would then be able to prove 











go. 
departure] would simplify situation, 
elf able to restore order, which he 
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accuses Sipahdar of disturbing. Turged that Shuja should remain as acting governor 
Decanse I felt convinced that Russian Government would resent any attempt to remove 
him and because he appears to be the only man capable of maintaining order if he 
desires to do so. Cabinet are moditating sending the Shah's younger brother to 
‘Tabriz as nominal Governor-General. 

Russian Minister has sent further instructions to the Russian consul-general at 
Tabriz to impress on Shuja that the agitation against the Cabinet must be stopped. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh and Tabriz.) 








No. 154. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey—(Received January 21.) 


(4154) 





No. 36.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 

MY telegram No, 32 of 26th January. 

Wood is telegraphing fully lines upon which Persian Government are prepared to 
sign undertaking that Persian Railway Syndicate shall have right to construct 
Mohainmeral-Khoremabad Railway. In view of uncertainty as to cost of construction 
and prospects of financial success of the enterprise, the Persian Government, resorve 
to themselves the right of closing contract o a concession aftr the eurvoy, has been. 
completed. 

Proposal appears to me to meet the requirements of His Majesty's Government, 





Tehran, January 27, 1913, 














[4155] No, 165, 

F Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 27.) 

No. 37.) 

(Telegraphic. Tehran, January 27, 1913, 
“AN telegram No. $2 of 26th January y 





Prime Minister has sent to impress on me that Persian Government are in most 
urgent need of a large advance to meet pressing requirements. It was pointed out 
that the Cabinet were sitting practically all day, but that all their schemes are 
thwarted by the knowledge that there is no money, and that this situation 
is of a nature to diminish their authority if it is maintained much longer. It 
was further urged that the present Ministers are not, mere officoscokers, dosirous 
Of enriching themselves, such ax somo of their predecessors have been, but that 
they are men who have entered the Cabinet from patriotic motives, and are not of 
the sort that ean put up with the daily importunities of mendicant pensioners and 
unruly soldiers merely to cling to offic 

Tf, after the concessions are granted, Russian Government could be persuaded to 
advance the 200,000 originally contemplated, now that the previous advances have 
eon repaid, and His Majesty's Government did the same with a separate advance for 
the gendarmerie in the south, Persian Government. would be in a position to set to 
work seriously, more especially if they obtain further 100,000L, on granting of 
concessions, which is to be discussed by tho Cabinet on 20th January, and 
favourable consideration. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 
































{2749} No. 156. 
Foreign Office to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 27, 1913. 

WITH reference to tho letter from this Ofice of the 18th instant, relative to the 
prolongation of the British telegraph concessions in Persia aud the reconstruction of 
the Arubistan telegraph line by the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, I am 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies of 
correspondence with the Auglo-Persian Oil Company on the subject? 

Tam to state that it was in deference to the opinion expressed in the last sentence 
of the note by the director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 








* Sco No. 73; and No. 106, 
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‘Which formed the enclosure in your letter of the 20th November last, that the company 
Yrere informed tliat the proposal to establish a wireless telegraph station at Mohammeral 
hhad not been adopted. 

T am to enquire whether, in view of the considerations advanced by the company, 
and of their offer to defray the cost of the installation at Moharmmerah, the Marquess. 
of Crewe would feel disposed to modify the opinion expressed in your letter above 
quoted, and to consent to the establishment of stich a station. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[3680] No. 157. 
Foreign Ofice to India Office 


Foreign Offce, January 27, 1913. 
rected by Secrotary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of 
‘a telogram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,* urging that the Governor-General 
at Kerman should be supplied by His Majesty's Government with money for the 
restoration of order in his province, together with copy of the reply returned thereto.t 
Tam to state that Sir B, Grey would be glad to receive any observations which 

tho Marquess of Crewe may wish to make regarding thie proposal: 

am, &c. 
W. LANGLEY, 


(2825) No. 158. 
Foreign Ofiee to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 27, 1913, 
TAM direoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith a copy 
of a tologram from His Majesty's consul-gencral at Bushire,t urging that compliance 
by the Persian Government with cortain demands relating to questions of interest to 
His Majesty's Government should be made a condition of an advance of money to mect 
tho financial needs of the province of Fars, F 
1 to stato that Sir B, Grey would be glad to receive the views of the Marquess 
of Crowe on Sit P, Cox's proposal, and that he has addressed a telegram to His Majesty's 
Ministor at ehran asking for his opinion on the same subject, 
Tam, &e. 
, LANGLEY. 





(4836) 
Sir W. Townley to Sir E —(Reecived January 28.) 
No, 38.) 
'Velographic,) Tehran, January 28, 1913, 

YOUR telogram No, 42 of 27th January. 

Tyenture to suggest that it would not be advisable to make announcement to 
foreign consuls about buoys at Bander Abbas and Bushire and about dioptric lanterns 
‘t Bushire until we have come to some arrangement with the Persian Government on 
the general question, 

To not think that it would be desirable for me to open negotiations in this sense 
with the Porsian Government until Lam in possession of full details of buoyage and 
lightago scheme, and until T ean announce Government's intention in the matter in 
the south 





* No, 136, 


No. 158", 
Foreign Ofico to Tmporial Bank of Persia, 


A s Foreign Ofieo, January 27, 1913. 
rent AM diwali Sesrtary Sir Edvard Gre Sues ie. the roeeiph ae 
letter of the 4th instant, relative to th he aoquisiti i 
fee nstant relative to the amount paid for the aoquisition of your eoncofsion 
‘am to express to you Sir E. Grey's thanks for this communication and to 
he would nevertheless bo grateful i'you would hurrah hie with cere ae ra 
categorical reply to the question asked at the end of the letter from this Ollce of the 
Srd instant. 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[1602] 























(4420) No. 161%. 


m Office.—(Reeeived January 29.) 





Tmporial Bank of Persia to Poi 


Sir, Abchurch Lane, London, January 28, 1913. 
” 1 HAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 27th 
instant, ‘Tho orjginal capital of the bank was 1,000,0001., divided into 99,800 ordinary 
dhares and 200 founder's shates of 10L, each. ‘The shares were subscribed for at tho 
rie of 121, per share, and the premium of 2. per share, or 200,0001., was the sum paid 
{To the late Baron Julius de Reuter for the acquisition of the concession, 3 
T vould veutare to mention, for your information, that by a supplemental chartem 
dated the 17th December, 1894, the capital of the bank was reduced from 1,000,000, 
to 650,000L, at which latter sum it stands at present, 




















Thave, &e, 
G, NEWELL. 
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[4153] No, 160. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 45.) ad 


(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Ofice, January 28, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 35 of 27th January: Governorship of Tabriz. 
Your language approved, but, we must be careful to assume no responsibility for 
Shuja-ed-Dowleh’s appointment as acting governor in view of his past record there. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 73.) 





(4372) No. 161, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Eawoard Grey.—(Received January 29.) 
No. 28.) 





ir, St, Petersburgh, January 26, 1913. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of the reply of the Russian 
Government to the enquiry which I ‘addressed to them in accordance the 
instructions contained in your despatch No. 405 of the 9th ultimo, respecting the 
alleged appointment of a Russian agent to report on Bakhtiari affairs, 
have, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





Enclosure in No. 161. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G. Buchanan. 


LE Ministére Impérial des Affaires Btrangtres n'a pas mantyué de se renseigner 
aupros de nes ageots en Perse au eujot dos bruits dont fl était question dans Vaide- 
mémoire de !'Ambassade britannique du 8 (21) décembre année dernidre, annongant 
Ta soi-disant nomination d’un agent consulaire russe dans la Bakhtiarie, Il appert 
des renseignements parvenus actuellement au Ministére qu'on ce moment le consulat de 
Russie d Ispaban, dans le district consulaire duquel 1a Bakhtiarie rentro, n’a aucun 
agent dans ces parages et que co bruit est par conséquent dénué de fondement. 














In Bakhtiari 
Saint-Pétersbourg, le 11 (24) janvier, 1913. 





No. 162, 


(4416) 


Persian Railwwaye Syndicate to Foreign O ice —(Received January 29.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, January 28, 1913, 

1 BEG to enclose copy of telegram which we have received to-day from Mr, Wood, 
and shall be glad to have your views aa to the reply which should be sent, 

The proposal is tantamount to saying that the Persian Government will not give a 
definite reply in regard tothe alay contract for two yers and that inthe meautine 
the syndicate should undertake the risk of expending anything from 80,0001, to 60,0002. 
on a survey without any certainty of ever recouping this expenditure, This proposal 
fs of epuree quite rdioufous, and wo aro at a loos to understand why {t should avs bal 
for a moment entertained in Tehran, 














T have, 
C. GREENWAY, Chairman, 


{1602} 21 
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Enclosure in No. 162. 


Mr. Wood to Persian Railicays Syndicate. 
(Telegraphic.) January 28, 1913. 

T HAVE received following proposal from the Persian Government as to fist 
railway ending Khoremabad, and, since full financial particulars are not available, 
Persian Government cannot decide whether to accept contract or to grant concession. 
Therefore Persian Government will authorise syndicate to make survey line from 
Mohammorah and (or adjucent) point thereto to Khoremabad, "Result of eurvey wil 
determine whether Persian Government accept contract or grant concession, terms of 
either to be arranged later if the contract, is adopted. Expense of survey will be 
payable by Persian Government, otherwise (by the) syndicate. Persian Government 
will, in case of need, appoint their own engineer(s) in connection with survey, which 
must be completed within two years, Do you agree? British Minister, Tehran, has 
telegraphed his views to the Foreign Ofice, 























(3415) No, 16: 


Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 29, 1913. 

WITH reference to Foreign Office despatch of the 13th January, relative to the 
reorganisation of the Arabistan telegraph lines, and the prolonyation till 1945 of 

(xisting British telegraph conventions in Poria, am directed by Secret 
Rawat Grey to transinit to you herewith copy of a, despatch from His Majesty's 
Minister at Tohtan,® enclosing copy of the agreement giving effect to these arran 
ments, as woll as copy of a note to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affiirs placing 
them on record. 

T am to stato that the terms of this agree 
satisfactory, and that he would accordingly propose, 
Marques of Crowe, goto form Sit W. Townley 

m to add ‘that the procedure adopted by Sir W. Townley for placing these 
are wents on record, as reported in the penultimate paragraph of his bess has 
already b 




















t appear to Sir E. Grey ty be 
pject to the concurrence of the 








won approved by telegraph. 


Tam, &e. 
W. LANGLEY. 





(3812) No. 164. 





Roreign Ofice to Messrs. Ellinger & Co. 





Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 20, 1913. 
TAM directed by Seeretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 





of the 20th instant, relative to the shipment of red oxide from the island of Hormuz, 

With reference to the request contal that communication, Tam to state that 
tho interpretation of the supplement wnt alluded to does not fall: within 
Sir H, Grey's province and that the paragraph, quoted by you, which occurs in the letter 
from this Office of the 19th April last, was aceordingly not intended as an expression of 
any pinion on th mater in one suse or the other 

‘The point which it was intended (o emphasise by this paragraph was that, had 
Sir Ei, Grey made representations to the Persian Government based on the fact that their 
cancellations of Mutu-ut-Tyjjar’s concession was unjust to him as not giving him an 
opportunity of making arrangements about his contracts, they would not improbably 
have replied that. no injustice to Muin was involved because he had protected himself by 
the recent supplemental agreement against claims brought against him in such 
circumstances. 

This argument could with difficulty have been met without discussion of the legal 
offs of tho agrouinent into which Sie B, Grey could hardly haveentered, while as Mtuin 
would uo doubt hive maintained that the agreement did in fact protect him, it would 
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<lesrly, have boen impossible for Sir E. Grey to urge. the opposite print of view in 
representations made to the Persian Government on Muin’s behalf, 
Tau to state that it was in this senso thot the words quoted by you were wed 


am, Xo, 
‘W. LANGLEY. 

















[4559] No, 165. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 30.) 
(Confidential.) Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
ir, January 29,1913. 


WITH reference to the questions now under consideration in connebtion with 
maintaining British control over the supplies of oil fuel in Persia, T beg to enclose a 
copy of a letter which I have to-day addressed to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 

Thave, ko, 
, GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 











Enclosure in No. 165. 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Admiralty. 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, January 29, 1913, 

1 BEG to bring before your notice the fact that the German Government havo 
asked us to quote for supplies of oil fuel, and to send them samples and an analysis of 
our standard quality, 

Before dealing with this we should be glad to know what your views are in the 
matter, and whether or not you have any objection to our supplying them with the 
information asked for, 









Thave, &e 
3. GREENWAY, 
‘Managing Director, 













(4655) No. 166. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 30.) 






39.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, January 30, 1913. 

MINISTER for Foreign Affairs told mo yesterday that the Cabinet is) generally, 
very favourably disposed towards the mining concession, and practically assured me 
that there would be no delay in its signature if the syndicate could be persuaded to 
increase the amount of the loan attached to it to 200,001, for which, he said, 
securities offered are amply sufficient. 

Despite the Russian want of confidence in the present Cabinet, I am of opinion 
that the money, if raised, will be well spent. Tt is clearly feared that. tho advances 
which will be made by the two Governments will not suffice to meet the pressing 
wants, 

T said that I could hold out no hopes of the syndicate increasing the amount of 
the loan, but if they could seo their way to doing so it would expedite matters 
very considerably. 

‘The new Cabinet is working really hard, and I found Minister for Foreign Affairs 
most anxious to meet our wishes. 









































(4648) No. 167. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 30.) 

(rei #) whic.) R. 

(Teles hic.) 

THY ‘ologram No, 12 of 7th January, - 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Tabriz, 20th January :— 
“ Agitation at Tabriz, 

“The crowd has now evacuated the mosque.” 


(Gent to St. Petersburgh.) 


Tehran, January 30, 1913. 











[4790] No. 168, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 30.) 
No, 41:) 
(elographie.) 
SOUTHERN Persia, 
Following from the consul at Bushire, addressed to the Government of India :— 


“Please refer to Minister's telegram No, 31 of 26th Ji 
repeated! under my No, 168 of 27th January. 

“The deduction he makes regarding my views and anticipations is correct up to 
f certain point, but I beg to offer following observations in explanation or 
amplification : 


“As L understand it, the present position is this: of the two courses, consisting 
respectively in action by ourselves on tho Bushire-Shiraz road, and the grant of a 
further respite to tho Persian Government after the spring, in the forlorn hope of their 
Doing able to achievo within a reasonable period of time sullciently effective measures 
to afford us reparation for outrages and satisfy requirements of our commerce, His 
Majesty's Government. incline to. the view that the latter alternative is the less 
far-reaching evil, and propose to adopt it. 

“From the Minister's recent. telegrams its adoption appears for the present to 

mean that we shall assist in financing both gendarmerie and the administration of Fars 
simultaneously, For the former purpose we are asked to provide 350,000. for three 
years’ maintenance, aud Minister recommends that 100,000 be now provided to 
inance them for the next ten months, For the Governor-General the consul at Shiraz 
stimates that the actual sum which will be needed now in onder to enable him to 
collect moro revenuio and maintain security is from 40,0002. to 50,0001. for the next 
threo or four months, whilst Minister thinks 30,0001, should suflice, 
“Ty ig not, however, clear that either of these sums includes sp 
tho cost of punitive expeditions against tribes concerned in the att 
Kekford, yet gendarmerio officers here express decided conviction that it is a 
‘tine gud non for the success of thoir scheme, and in this view I concur. 

“Tn any case, when the above contribution comes to an end the machinery will 
atop, for the consul at Shiraz’s recent telegrams appear to indicate that the revenue 
provided, even if fully recovered, will not meet the cost of the gendarmerie as well as 
the cost of civil administration. It is, moreover, still problematical whether the 

Joyernor-General will be able to rise to the situation at all either from a 
1 point of view or any other. ‘The last Governor-General was capable, but 
dishonest; the present one seems to be honest, but very capable [si 

“Above is the prospect which I regard with little or no confidenc 

“On the other hand, if His Majesty’s Government are prepared to undertake on 
1 definite basis and for a prolonged period, say, ten years, the onus of financing the 
province and the gendarmerie, and in the’ meanwhile to’ promote railway enterprise 

ely in the same sphere, I'am not prepared to say that intervention might not be 
staved off for a considerable time, so far as this province is concerned. But even 
then I fear that any eral whom the Persian Government can supply will 
be liable to let us in badly at wny moment, s0 that money advanced will be a 
precarious investment, and I believe that when we ceased to finance and control 
the administration it would quickly relapse into chaos owing to the fact that the 
peasantry are now well armed and know their power, and that Persia cannot now 


Tehran, January 30, 1913. 





nary to Foreign Office, 
























































ie provision for 
ks on Smart and 
















































125 


produce, and will be unable to produce in this generation, men of sufficient honesty of 
‘purpose and capability to take up the reins efficiently when we lay them down, 

“I may mention here that it is a matter of conviction with intelligent Persians of 
the mercantile class and the head men. of the hinterland with whom we are in touch 
here, that Persia, Baluchistan, and Luristan have passed permanently out of the hands 
of the Central Government, and that in Fars also the disease has advanced past the 
Bint of revvery, and thatthe Persian Government is nover Mkely to rogin efective 
contr 

“Tt was in the above attitude of mind that I expressed the view that our com- 
mercial interests and position could be sufficiently vindicated by our assuming control 
over Bushire-Shiraz road, and that we could then Ieave the administration of 
province and the general restoration of oiler to its fate, hoping that, once divested 
of responsibility for the road, the Governor-General might find his hands strengthened 
for other problems. By financing the administration indefinitely as well as gendarmerio, 
without full control over either, the British exchequer seem to be assuming’ a moro 
risky liability than would be involved in the holding of the road and one promising lese 
advantage 10 our commerce, 

“Tf, however, owing to its probuble effect on Tussia’s attitude His Majesty's 
Government finally decide against taking any military action themselves, I venture 
most respectfully, but earnestly, to urge that a searching diagnosis should be made. of 
financial position and outlook, and of complete decrepitude of the administrative 
machinery of the country in spite of factitious journalistic statements to the contrary 5 
and that, having made it, we should take upon ourselves deliberately and constructively, 
at whatever cost and for whatever period may be necessary, such measures of finaneo 
as the diagnosis may show to be essential for the cure of the patient, if that is possible, 
and for the preservation of our larger and ultimate interests, 

“I venture, further, to urge that, as soon as our final decision has been 
arrived at, or at any rate as the spring approaches, the policy on which we have 
eliberately decided should be stated in Parliament, or publisied im tho pres, and 
that we should then form our local dispositions accordingly, whatever temporary loss 
of credit it may involve. 

“(Addressed to Foreign Department, Tndia; repeated to Minister.)” 








Cox states that the gendarmerie officers at Bushire are of opinion that a punitive 
expedition against the tribes is a sine qud non of the success of the gendarmerie 
scheme for Fars, 








T do not share the views expressed that, when the three years have elapsed within 
which it is hoped that the gendarmerie will have restored order, the revenues of the 
province will not suffice to meet the expenses of administration and of the gendarmerie. 
Possibility of re-establishing order is perhaps very doubtful, but the richest. province 
in Persia should be self-supporting if this ean be achieved. 
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(3898) No. 169. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No. 4t, 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, January 30, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 32 of 26th January : Persian finance. 

A large Joan such as the Persian Government desire cannot be floated, or even 
seriously considered, till some measure of order is restored, and all that can be done is 
to advance just enough to keep the administration going and subsidise the gendarmerie 
in Pars. 














rogards the advance for general purposes, we must wait and see iow much the 

n Minister of Finance can be induced to give, and then, when the two railway 
concessions are granted, advance an equal sum. You will av. seen from Sir G. 
Buchanan's recent telegrams repeated to you that Russian share is unlikely to amount 
‘even to 250,000, still Tess to the 30,0002, desived by the Persian Government. 

As regards the gendarmerie in Fars, we are ready to advance 100,000. as soon as 
15,0001, advanced last December is all used up, paying, say, $,0002 a-month (of course 
imder proper control as to its expenditure), for the purpose of protecting the trade 
routes in the south, till that sum is exhausted (see your telegram No. 17 of 12th 
Inst paragraph). You should, however, obtain from the Persian Government in return 
for this advance as many as possible of the conditions proposed by Sir P. Vox to safe- 
guard our legitimate interests (see your telegram No. 31 of 26th January), as modified 
by Government of India in their telegram of 24th January to India Office. 

(Repeat to St. Petersburgh, No. 78.) 
























[4152] No, 170, 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sin, Foreign Office, January 30, 1913. 

1 AM directed by Secrotary Sir Edward Groy to transmit to you herewith copy of 
a telogram from tin Majesty's Ministor at'Tehran,* relative to the proposed supply by 
the Government of India of arms and ammunition for the force which the Goyernor~ 
Goneral of Shiraz desiros to organiso, 

Tam to state that, in Sir I Grey's opinion, the consideration adduced by Sir W. 
‘Townley in the second paragraph of his telegram need not influence the Government 
of India in the direction of a refusal to entertain this request, and I am accordingly to 
suugaest that, if the Marquess of Crewe sees no objection, they should be encouraged to 
give it thir favourable consideration, 











Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(4063) No. 171. 
Foreign Ofice to Messra. Hltinger and Co. 
(Confidential. ) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 30, 1913. 
TAN diteeted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that in consequence 
of a report received from His Majesty's Minister at “Tehran, he instructed 
Sir W, Townley in May last to inform the Persian treasurer-general that if Muin-ut- 
‘Tujjar's concession to work the mines of red oxide on the island of Hormuz were 
restored to hin by the Persian Government, this should only be done on the under- 
standing that your interests in the matter, and those of Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. 
were uly safeguarded 
sir We 



















tly reported that Muin was again working the concession, 
cordingly enquired, by telegraph, whether the condition alluded to 








Sir W. Townley then explained that, according to information furnished to him by 
nard, Muin's concession had not been restored to him on the terms on which he 
Under his original firman he had free disposal of the mines in 












+ Nov 15: 
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return for the payment of a small annual land tax, whereas under his present concession 
he is regarded merely as an agent of the Persian Government, receiving 15 per cent. 
for his expenses in working the mines, while he is bound to fulfll the conditions of the 
contract between the Persian Government and Messrs, Strick and Co., which precludes 
the shipment of oxide to other parties. ‘This arrangement having been sanctioned by 
an act of the Medjliss, M. Mornard has no power to modify it. Sir W. Townley 
accordingly sees no way of safeguarding your jnterests. and cau only suggest that you 
should apply for the option for a fresh contract after the expiration, in March 1915, of 
that held by Meosre Steck: 

Lam to state that Sir E, Grey concurs in Sir W, Townley’s view. He is, however, 
of opinion that you should seriously consider the advisability ‘of endeavouring to arrive 
fat some amicable arrangement with Mesers. Strick as to the future working of the 
concession, a course which, in Sir E. Grey's opinion, would be by far the most 
Satisfactory, and which, as you are aware, he has consistently urged you to adopt. 

‘am 


W. LANGLEY, 








[4736] No. 172. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received January 31.) 


Sir, India Office, January 29, 1913. 

WITH reference to correspondence ending with the letier from this department 
ated the 2nd December, 1912, as to the proposed coaling depot on Henjam Island, 
Tam directed to enclose copy of telegram from the Government of India recom= 
mending that the construction of a landing pier and of quarters for the coaling stait 
should be treated as part of the scheme for the establishment of wireless telegraph 
stations in the Persian Gulf, 

Should Secretary Sir E. Grey concur in this proposal, which has the Marquess of 
Srewe's support, I am to request that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
‘Treasury may be moved to accept a moiety of the expenditure involved as a chargo 
upon Imperial revenues, in accordance with the arrangement agreed to in your letter 
of the 24th January, 1912. 

Estimates of the cost of the proposed works will be forwarded to you immodintely 
on their receipt from the Government of India. Copy of telegram which has been 
addressed to the Viceroy on the subject is enclosed horewith for Sir E, Grey's 
information. 


























Tam, &, 





W, HOLDERNESS, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 172. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Oreve. 


(Telegraphioy P. Decomber 28, 1912, 
HENTAM. 
Please refer to the naval comander-in-chief's letter of 11th July, of which a copy 
in the Foreign Socretary’s letter of Sth August, 1912, 

view to attracting less attention, it is considered! to be desirable that the 
construction of the pier and of buildings for the coaling staff should be treated as part 
fof the wireless scheme, Estimates for the former are under preparation, On the 
cndoisiandion (hail Oio Tingenslcced tadhan exchesue aawill atone is seats, 
your sanction is solicited. 









Enclosure 2 in No. 172. 
The Marquess of Crewo to Government of India. 


(Telogeaphi uM Be India Ofice, January 29, 1913, 


Teiter in accordance with your telegra 
Foreign Office. 





28th ultimo is heing addressed to 
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T presume that, as in the case of the buildings for wireless telegraph stations, 
Public Works Department will erect the pier, and not a local agency, a8 commander- 
in-chief, East Indies, suggested in his letter of 11th July, 1912. I shall be glad to be 
furnished as soon as possible with estimates of cost. 





(4726) No. 173. 
India Office to Foreign Office, (Received January 31.) 


Sir, India Office, January 29, 1913. 
WITH reference to the communication from this Office of the 28th November last, 
forwarding copy of telegraphic correspondence with the Government of India regarding 
Tanguago study in the Persian Gulf, I am directed to enclose, to be laid before the 
Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a further telegram from the Viceroy on 
the subject, and to inform y ject to Sir B. Grey's concurrence, the Marquess. 
of Crewe proposes to authorise the Government of India to permit officers to make a 
round trip by sea to ports where consular officors are established, and to include 
Bussorah for this purpose among, the ports of the Persian Gulf. 
Tam, &e. 

T, W. HOLDERNESS. 












Enclosure in No. 173, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Orewe. 


(Wolegraphic.) P. 
CANGUAGE study 
Please rofer to your telegram dated the 25th November last. Enquiry is made by 

military authorities whether it would be considered undesirable to allow officers to 

make a round trip by sen for recreation and travel to ‘‘the Persian Gulf ports,” and 
whethor this expression is to be held to include Bussoral, 

Wo propose, subject to your Lordship’s approval, to give officers permission to 
make round trip to those ports in the Gulf at which there are consular officers, and to 
roply to second question in affirmative. 


January 15, 1913. 















(4768) No, 174. 


Treasury to Foreign Ofiee.—(Received January 81.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, January 30, 1913. 
IN reply to Sir L, Mallet’s letter of the 20tb instant, Tam directed by the Lords 
Commissioners, of Hik Majesty's ‘Treasury to request you to etary Sir 
F, Groy that, in deference to, his viows, they sanction the charge on Imperial funds 
of half the expenses involved in the app ‘of a British offer to be stationed in 
Luristan in connection with the construction of the proposed railway trum Mohammerah 
to Khoremabad, My Lords note that the moiety of the expenses to be borne by the 

oxchequor will amount to G6, 10s, initial and 913, recurrent. 
I 











am, &e. 
T. L, HEATH. 





(4794) No. 175. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received January 31.) 

(No. 
(Telegraph 
TSuBI 







) R. Tehran, January 31, 1913. 

ITED enquiries contained in your telegram No. 41 of 25th January to 
consul at Kerman for his opinion. He says that the Governor-General 
‘ote opposition at certain places, but he anticipates that his foree, which 
ively sivall, his otvn prestige, and internal discord amongst Affshars should 
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enable him to succeed, although it is impossible to guarantee against alll possibilities, 
and there are a few prophets of evil. ‘The Governor-General has his success much at 
hheart, and is satisfied that, if he can make himself felt this year, he can arrange 
satisfactory terms for next year, Tho Imperial Bank of Porsia is arranging with 
treasurer-general for payment to the Governor-General of 40,000 tomans arrears due, 
‘ut it may not be easy to renew the arrangement, though it may be possible to do 80 
if a considerable advance is given to the Persian Government, 

I did contemplate similar control of expenditure to that establishment in Fars, 
British Indian trade with Kerman has suffered s0 severely that some assistance for 
‘Keeping the trade routes open seems to be justifiable, 














Sir W. Townley to Sin Edward Grey.—{Received January 81.) 


jo, 48.) , 
Earp R. 3 ___‘Debran, January 91, 101: 
PERSIAN Government are informed that an incursion into Persia from B 
Baluchistan has occurred between frontier posts 10 and 11, and havo asked mo to 
make enquiry. Their information does not appear to be based on much more than 
rumour. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 








[4819] No, 177, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Groy.—(Reeoived January 31.) 


0, 44.) 
'elegraphic.) R. Tehran, January 81,1913, 
fi ‘MIY" tologram No, 687 of 12th November 1 
Tn view of the advanced state of railway negotiations, it seems important that 
decision regarding dispatch of special officer to Dizful should be arrived at soon, 
It will, I understand, take some time to make the necessary arrangements, 





(4149) No. 178, 
, Sir Edyeard Grey to Sir W. Lownley, 
io, 49, E 2 
Ege Foreign Office, January 81, 1918. 
RUSSIAN Government have protested against the conditions of Mohainm grah— 


Khoremabad concession on the ground that they would be onerous to Persian 
Rechoquer if nccepiod, and unge that conditions ahopld not, he more burdensome 
than Be ‘of Julfa~Tabriz concession, Leaving aside question of form in ‘which 


Mohammerah concession may ultimately be granted, I should like to know in outline 
financial conditions of Russian railway concession, whether Russian Government are 
giving a financial guaranteo, whether Persian Government havo actually. granted it (as 
reported in the press), and whether it carries any mineral rights 
T should also like to know whether you ever showed the terms of draft concession 
to M. Poklewsky, as Russian Government protest that they have no knowledge of it, 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 85.) 


(4830) No, 179, 


India Ofice to Foreign Office. {Received February 1,) 

‘THE Under Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Vicerov, dated the 27th January 
1913, regarding the situation in Persia. 


India Ofice, January 31, 1913. 


[1602] 
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Enclosure in No. 179, 
The Marquess of Orewe to Government of India. 


ie.) P. India Ofice, January 27,1913. * 
PURSIA, ba is 

Tt has been suggested to His Majesty's Government that they should consent to 
import tariff being raised all round by one-fourth, so that security for loan of not less 
than 8,000,000. may be provided, ‘The loan would be for the purpose of maintaining 
gendarmerie, converting the pensions, and establishing industrial institutions under 
foreign direction, Russian Government are stated to have practically consented, but 
His Mojesty’s Government has not yet determined attitude to adopt. Please let me 
know at earliest opportunity. by telegraph what are your views as to possibility of 
alternative methods of providing security, and also what measures you suggest to make 
loss to Indian trade as small as possible in event of His Majesty's Government fecling 
obliged for political reasons to consent to raising tariff. 





(4847) No, 180. 


nyo, 3g) S17 Bachanan to Sir Beard Grey.—(eeeied February 1.) 

‘No, 33.) 

Pig) R, St, Petersburgh, January 31, 1913. 
YOUR tologram No. 80 of 30th January : Turco-Persian frontion, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, to whom I spoke, still favours denunciation of 


protocol. On ty pressing your views on him, he said that he would think the matter 
over and let me have an answer later on, 





(4848) No, 181. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Ediward Grey. —(Received February 1.) 


lgranhie,) St. Petersburgh, January 31, 1913. 
YOUR tologram No. 46 of 80th January to Tohran, “ 

T again pressed quostion of advance on Minister for Foreign Affairs, and said 
that Persian, Government urgently require 600,002. He is apparently, awaiting, 
ranting of railway concessions bofore discussing matter with the Minister of Fiaanos 
ut he has now promised to speak to the latter at once, 

«lt Bxcelloney is greatly disappointed at hearing from Russian Ambassador that 
Dritish group of Commission d’ tudes” decline to send a representative to Tehran, 
He said that this refusal on their part would render it almost. impossible for ‘us te 

e fora Jnrge loan, as such @ loan would only be in connection with railway 





(4931) No, 182, 
Tieulanant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 1:) 


(Teloxraphic.) Decod Bushire, February 1, 1913, 
CR OWING lights were established on the 31th January on town residency 
flagstaff, Bushire :— . 


», one red vertical sixth order dioptric; white Tight visible 18 miles, 


andved light visible 114 miles. Visible all round from seaward. White light is 72 aed 
red Tight 94 feet above high-water mark. “Secondly, beacon on Rasal’ Marg in Bushes 
ier harhour has been re-established. Height above high-water mark, 12 feet, 


(Addressid For 


Minister, and Di 
Indian Marine for A\ listed ands Dirsoior/oby Raval 
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[4848] Noses 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(Ne 87: : 
(ieee hie.) R Poreign Office, February 1, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 94 of 31st Jaanaey: 

Please inform Minister for Foreign Affaire that we hope very shortly to make a 
communication to British grip of Société d'études which will ineline them to send a 
representative to Tehran. We hope also to make a communication to the Russian 
Goverament respecting railways. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, 51.) 


———————— 
[4847] No. 184. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 

No, 88, : 
(riegepic) R. Foreign Office, February 1, 1913, 

YOUR telegram No. 33 of 3st January: 'Turco-Persian frontier. 2 

‘There is no provision in the protocol providing for its denunciation, and Persia 
could not denounce it by a unilateral act, unless sho could show that the Turks 
haa hy thir action rendared the flint of the abject of the protocol impossible, 
and this would be difficult for Persia to establish. ‘Turkey, on the other hand, ay 
‘on the gronnd that the commission has failed to reach a settlement, say she is ontitle 
to demand a reference to'Tho Hague. In these circumstances I still think it, most 
desirable that the commission should be prolonged, and every effort made that it 
should reach a speedy solution of the question, Pray impress this on Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, 

(Mtepoated to Tebran, No, 63, and Constantinople, No. 74.) 





(4993) AOE 


as Seistan is in the British sphere. 3 aS, Ny 
I should be glad of your early instructions, as the present Persian good-will might 
evaporate if we do not strike while the iron is hot. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) 





(4994) No. 186, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 2.) 

(No. 44, 
(Helogsptis) Tehran, February 2 1913, 

YOUR telegram No, 49 of 31st January, en s 

Russian Minister informs mo that the Julfa~Tabriz, Railway concession has no 
financial guarantee either from the Russian or Persian Governments, shareholders in 
the syndicate must be Russian or Persian subjects, and the bonds issued by the 
syndicate are secured on the railwray property itself. Persian Government are to 
participate in the profits of the railway in equal proportions with the shareholders after 
7 per cent has been paid on the capital invested. Concession is for 75 years, redeemablo 
after 35 years, All petroleum and coal mines within a radius of 40 miles on each side 
of the Tine become the property of the railway, company: Minos already. being 
worked are taken over at a valuation, and’ the Government receives 15 per cent. 
of the net profits derived from mines on State lands. Concession has not yet been, 
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granted, but the Russian Minister expects that it will be signed in a few days. As 
the railway is in the Russian sphere I did not ask previous details of the concession. 1 
‘understand the concession carries with it extended customs facilities respecting material, 
rolling stock, and general supplies. State lands are granted free. 5 

My predecessor communicated original draft concession of the Mobammerah line 
to him, and I gave him a copy of the revised concession last August. ‘This he forwarded 
to St, Petersburgh. Persian proposals contained in my telegram No. 36 of 27th January 
were communicated to the Russian Minister the same day. 








(4995) No. 187. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 2.) 
(No. 47.) 


(Delegraphic.) Tehran, February 2, 1913, 

T AM afraid that the contents of the first paragraph of your telegram No. 46 of 
30th January would cause immediate Cabinet crisis were they to become known here. 
Cabinet was largely formed upon the hope of a possible loan held out in your telegram 
No. 8 of Mth January. In addition, under your pressure, Russian Government 
have instructed their representative here to assure the new Cabinet of Russian 
gool-will and support, provided that they show themselves conciliatory towards 
Russian aspirations, and he has further authorised encouragement of a belief that a 
Joan will be floated. 

Tram convinced that the present Cabinet has no wish to accept advance even for a 
large sum unless there is real hope that such temporary assistance will be followed at 
an early date by a loan of such dimensions as will give Persia a chance of recovering 
herself. Neither Cabinet nor treasurer-general will accept a Russian advance on the 
sane terms as the last one unless they have good ground to believe that loan will 
follow shortly. : 

‘As to financing the: gendarmerie in Fars or the provincial administrations, T am 
convinced that monoy as-expended would be wasted unless a strong Central Govern 
ment is established which can back up such organisations aud make itself felt and 
Feerited' it provinces) Wittioit miuehtimor® sable funda thins! aro offered iy, 6d vances 
it will be quite impossible to create such a Government. ‘There are already 
signs of impatience on the part of certain members of the new Cabinet because funds 
tipon which they counted on taking office are not yet forthcoming. As I have reported 
before, these men accepted office from patriotic motives, and they are not prepared to 
ondeavour to carry through the hopeless task of administration with an empty 
oxchequer, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 


























(4996) No. 188, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received February 2.) 


Tehran, February 2, 1913. 





(No, 48.) 
Polegraph 
bs itu 








ram No. 46 of 2nd Feb A 

In addition to details given ine by the Russian Minister, I understand from a 
reliable source that the Persian Government is refused all share in fixing tariffs, and 
that company demanded right to take all timber in forests in railway zone for require- 
monts of the line, Persian Government are holding out for reafforestation on State 
lands, Option of extending the line to Kazvin is also demanded despite the fact that 
tho road company’s period of option has lapsed, Russian gauge has also been insisted 
‘on in spite of strong Persian opposition. 




















(4997) No. 189. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received 





Pebruary 2.) 
Tehran, February 2, 1913, 


(No. 49.) 
Welegraphic,) R. 
MY telegram No, 27 of 21st January, 
Salar-ed-Dowleh, without waiting for couclusion of arrangement being made with 
the intervention of the Russian Legation, has marched at the head of 200 men aud 
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‘Turkoman levies against Nardin.® Result of the attack is unknown, but the Russian 
a feat eule night that he believed that Salar had returned to the neighbour- 


(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 

























(5218) No, 190. 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Office —(Received February 3.) 


_ . Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
pe ac to enclose copies of two tel te the Botan Bi 
ies of two ims, one e il i 

and the other to myself, which have come to hand from Mr, Woda fas 

Evidently prompt action is necessary, and I will call and soo you with reference to 
the telegrams this evening. 
Thave, &e, 

©. GREENWAY, 


PSI alao bog to enclose copy of a further tel 
wa Pod 1g to onclose copy of a further telegram, dated the ard February 
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Enclosure 1 in No, 190, 
Mr. Wood to Persian Railways Syndicate, 


(Teles hic.) Tehran, February 3, 1913. 

THAD very important interview with Minitor for Foretea Allied geatrlay, 
‘As further delay, threatens (to) rock negotiations, please reply immediataly: vo my, 
telegram of the 28th January stating your own opinions and wines rogarding proposdl 
irrespective (of) Foreign Office opinion, and, if necessary, I will conclude the busteess 
without further reference to anyone. Owing to very severo Russian pressure, Persian 
Government cannot hold out tor much longer, and if they ate eongpeliod to seant 
Ransian eoneesion frst, your introte wil bo vory seriualy preluliod, if not 
red 

























Enclosure 2 in No, 190, 
Copy of Telegram received from Tehran by Mr. Greenway, February 8, 1913. 


MY telegram of to-day applies equally to your mining, and I have undoubted 
proofs) of Russian intrigue against both. Strongly advise you to act as suggested, 
and leave political difference to be settled after the event, - Persian Government still 
hhope that you will increase loan to 200,001. How much ean you add? 





Enolosure 3 in No, 100, 
Copy of Telegram received from Tehran by Mr. Greenway, January 3, 1913, 





ees ; Government desire to substitute proviny Kerman-Larstan in plac of 
your boundary(ies) and grant railway and mining in principle, leaving detail to be 
arranged Lee Sena day es 








* Aboot 80 niles dae cast of Astrabad. 
[1602] 2M 
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[5254] No. 191. 
(eo, 50 S27 2 Tooley to Sir Bator Grey.— (Received Felruary 3.) 
(0, 50, 
(Pelozraphic.) R, Tehran, February 3, 1913. 


MY telegram No. 634 of 15th December. 
British consul at Kerman suggests that Lieutenant Steward might accompany the 

Governor-General on an approaching tour through the province to collect revenue, 

‘Thero may bo some fighting, but presumably Stoward would be m litle or no danger, 

and he might be very useful as a check on Bakhtiari excesses and as an adviser to the 

Governor-General. “He would of course have no official position, but he would give him 

a chance of showing what he is worth, and he might furnish valuable information. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) 








(5321) No. 192. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 3.) 









No: 61) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 3, 1913. 
JULFA-TABRIZ Railway, rod 





My telegram No, 6 of anil February. 
Prime Minister sont to me to-day to lay the present position of the Russian 

» before mo und to ask my advice. Tt was explained that all the Russian 
have been acvepted but one, viz., that concerning passengers’-baygaye and 
goods freights, Persian Government have given way to such an extent on. this 
question, that it now appears to them clear that the intention of Russia is to establish 
‘\ preferential tariff of such a nature as to prevent the transport of any but Russian 
meroliandise on the railway. 

Further, at the last moment demand has been made for an option to prolong the 
lino to Kuavin, Persian Goverument are prepared to grant this, but they declare 
themBolves tunable to-do so on the conditions of the old road concession, which lapsed 
tivo years ago, under which the sumo proprietary rights to all coal and petroleum mines 
within a radius of 40 mil 
concession, ire acoorded to the company, 

Twas also informed that the Rusiian Minister, who tried hard for four hours on 
Se January to porsunde the Mister for Foreigh Aare to sign the concession, has 
now resorted to thi this Cabinet will not sign the concession it will be turned. 
out, and another tnder Saad-ed-Dowleh substituted. ‘This threat hus enraged certain 
men the Cabinet, who say that they would rather resign than submit to such 
treatment to induce them to take action which they believe to be contrary to their 
country's interests, 

My visitor at the same time urged very strongly that no ti 
signing the Mohamnierab Railway and the mining eoncess 
‘we prepared to. grant in pri 
ananifosted itself, 

1 did not feel hat Twas authorised to divulge the contents of the first paragraph 
of your telegram No. 46, but confined myself to saying that I had not yet received 
Your answer to the proposals pit forward by the Minister for Foreign Affairs T urged 
iat: Mi should not resign, but make further efforts to endeavour to meet, the 
wishes of the Russie 

Tam of opinion that the fall of the Cabinet would be « national calamity for Persia, 
as there aro evident that Ministers are seriously determined to set to work 

setically to reform abuses and inaugurate policy of progress in, all branches of the 
public service, Treasurer-zeiveral says that he has never seen Ministers before apply 
themselves so nusly to their duties 

(Repeated to § fersburgh.) 

























































¢ should be lost in 
ns, which the Government 
le, because Russian opposition to both has already 









































on each side of the line, as in the JulfiTabriz. roap. 
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(6251) No. 193. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 3.) 
(No. 36.) + 
(Telegraph 
‘TURCO-PERSTAN frontier. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, to whom I had written privately in the senso of 
your telegram No. 88 of Ist February, told me to-day that he had once more given 
Way in order to be agreeable to His Majesty's Government, and had instracted the 
Russian Ambassador to inform you that he would consent to a prolongation of the 
‘Tureo-Persian Commission. His Excellency added that in doing so he was acting 
against his own better judgment. 


St. Petersburgh, February 3, 1913. 













(4270) No. 194, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 54.) 
freee ahi Foreign Office, February 3, 1913, 
AUELAyserecarvedt abe rateet ttecet ttn nentaatemicesy rercecGar tusk atcinay 


mining concession, which they say extends into the Russian sphere in the province of 
Yezd. Has it been altered or extended ? 

Tam enquiring of Greenway, but should be glad to hear your views, What 
railway lines are included ? 
Before continuing our support I must haye further information, 












(6376) - No. 195, 
Memorandum by Mr. Parker, 


T SAW Mr. Greenway this evening and discussed the concession of the Persian 
Mining Syndicate with him, He brought me a copy of the concession which the 
ayndicate now wish to obtain, and T annex the copy to this paper. 

I told Mr. Greenway that articles 2 and 4 in their present form would give rise 
to much difficulty : the claim in article 2 to the exclusive right to build tramways, &o,, 
in the whole area of the concession would undoubtedly be regarded as a monopol. 
‘and might conflict with the proposals for railway development in South Persia, which 
form tho subject of a separate negotiation. Mr. Greenway on. the other hand pointed 
out that a mining concession without adequate transport fucilities waa vseloas) and it 
was therefore agreed that a possible way of meeting the difficulty would be for the 
syndicate to have the right of establishing necessary transport fhcllities, “in eo far ae 
they'do riot exist or aré not adequately and duly provided by the Persian. Government 
or their nominee?” ‘This merely, gives) the’ eyndicate 0 rovorsionary Tight sevential to 
the protection of reala, ” Article 2 has been'amonded accordingly, and article’ 4 
has been cancelled. 

T told Mr. Greenway that the Russian Government were somewhat perturbed by 
the limits of the concessic Mr. Greenway said those limits did not encroach on the 
Tian sphere ut he was willing to aad Hin partition fa the cnoraon 
up to 50 per cent. of the whole should the Russian Government desire it and His 
af ajectgia recitsantiaawa tore 

As to the nite ofthe propel coven, ita Ine arranged Unt hey should 
be from Yesdikhast to Birjand, avoiding the Russian sphere, and from those two points 
due south to the coast. 

Now Me, Wood Mt, Greenways ase at Teli tlegrapl saying tha he 
Persian Government desire to alter these limits to the provinces of Kerman and Luristan. 
(the latter, he thinks, must be meant for Laristan). Mr. Greenway would like to give 
the Persian Government the option of adhering to the limits as described in the preceding 
paragraph, oF of making them the provinee of Kerman including Seistan (where there 
is a mine) and Fars, including Laristan. He pointed out that if Russia were admitted 
to this concession it would confer on her an interest in the British sphere, and he there- 
fore suggested that any Russian interest in the concession’ might be confined to such 
portions of it as were outside the British sphere. 

























ot 
















































| 
| 

















136 


Mr.-Greenway said that any of the solutions covered by this minute would be 
acoeptable to hin and that he would instruct Mr. Wood to be guided by the advice of 
Sir W. Townley as to the course he was to adopt. I told Mr. Greenway that full and 
detailed instructions would be telegraphed to Sir W. ‘Townley in accordance with what- 
ever course Sir E, Grey might decide upon, and that we would duly advige the Mining 
Syndicate in London. Siar iQ A 

I gave Mr, Greenway a copy of this minute, which he said accurately represented 
his views. 


Foreign Office, February 3, 1913. 





AP 





Annex. 


Concession to Mr. Matthew Tarbett Fleming. 





‘Ti Coxcessroy granted by the Government of His Imperial Msi ty the Shah of 
Persia in favour of Mr. Matthew Turbett Fleming, of iishopsgate Street 
Without, in the City of London, and of Fremnells, Billericay, in the County of 
Essex. 





‘DHE following has by these presents been agreed on and arranged, namely -— 


Anicne 1. 


‘The Government of His Imperial Majesty the Shab grants to Mr, Matthew Tarbett 
Mloming (hereafter called the concessionnaire) by these presents a special and exclusive 
privilego to search for, obtain, develop, refine, treat and smelt; transport from one place 
to another, export and aol all minerala of every kind throughout tho whole of the zone 
betweon in the Persian Empire, for a term of sixty years, 
as from the date of these presents. 














Anmicrx 2, 





This. privilege shall comprise the exelwive right of constructing, working, and 
‘using within the limits of this concession, and up to and upon any ‘or points on, 
tho const of the Persian Gulf, tramways, roadways, bridges, warehouses, wharves, 
piors, and any other conveniences which the coneessicmnire moy deem desirable necessary 
Toe eotnontiol transport, fv 99 fanaa auch factiice do not eater are not adequately 
and duly provided by the Persian Government or their nominees. Tt shall also comprise 
tho exefusive right of building and usiag, in such placos te the concessionnaire may 
soleet, all works for reduction, concentration, smelting, or otherwise which the conces- 
sionnairo may deem desirable for the treatment of any minerals raised, as well as all 
pumping stations, el allations, telephone lines, waterings, canals, dams, water 
services, reservoirs, workshops, warehouses, dwellings for employés, and any other works 
‘or convenionces which the concessionaire may think conducive to the prompt and 
economical carrying out of the objects of this concession, 





























Anions 3. 


‘The Imperial Persian Government grants to the concessionnaire the right to acquire 
any Jancis whioh he may deen necemary or desirable for uny of the above purpore, ond 
hereby grants gratuitously to the concessionnaire all uncultivated lands belonging to the 
State which the coucessionnaire may deem necessary or desirable for any of such 
purposes. With respect to uncultivated lands belonging to others than the State, or 
cultivated lands belonging to the State or others, the concessionnaire shall have the 
ight to purchase them at the current values of the provinces or districts in which 
ach Iande may rospeatively bw situate, and without any proprictor being, allowed to 
make demands of a nature to surcharge the prices ordinarily current for lauds situate in 
their respective localities. 




















ARHICLE 4, 


The course of wll (ramwayo ond otter lines of transport shall he fixed by the concessionaire 
(oF his engineers, 
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Anmicur 5. 


Alll lands granted by these presents to the concessionnaire or that may be acquired 
by him in the manner hereinbefore provided, and also all buildings’ or other property 
belonging to or used in eonnostion with the operations of the conesssionnaite daring the 
term of this concession, and also all minerals, products, substances, articles, or things of 
every description, imported or exported by the concessionnaire under this concession, or 
intended to be used for any of the purposes thereof, or in connection with any of the 
operations of the concessionnaire thereunder, shall be free of ‘all imposts, eustom-house 
duties, and other duties, taxes, royalties, and assessments. whatsoever, except the share 
of profits payable to the Imperial Persian Government as hereinafter mentioned, 


AnticLr 6. "3 


The Imperial Persian Government authorises the concessionnaire to form a 
preliminary company to exploit. this concession, the object of which company, after 
proving tho mineral to a slicient extent, by working, shall be to form ome or more, 
working company or companies for-the working of this concession or any part or parts: 
thereof, and to transfer this concession or any part thereof, and all or any of the rights 
thereunder, to such preliminary company, anid such preliminary company shall have the 
Tight to retrausfer tlie same to any one or more of such working companies, ‘The naine 
“statnts” and capital of any and each such company shall be fixed by the 
concessionnaire, 











Anmictx 7, 


Any preliminary company that may be formed by the concessionnaire to exploit 
this concession shall guarantee the payment to the Imperial Persian Government by 
each company which may thereafter be formed to acquire any of the rights granted 
by this concession of a royalty of 10 per cont. of the net profita to be derived by each 
such company respectively from working the mines, tramways, or other property or 
rights which may be acquired by such company, the intention being that in no ease 
shall such royalty be payable more than once in respect of the same profits, 





Anniour 8, 


;ciue workmen employed in the service of the gompany or companies shall be 
subjects of His Imperial Majesty the Shab, except the technical staff such as the 
managers, engineers, foremen, mechanics, &e, 





Anmcux 9, 


The Imperial Goverument binds itself to, take all and any nocoseary meaaures to 
facilitate and to secure the safety and the carrying out of the objects of this concession, 
and of the lands, buildiigs, and other property of the concessionnaire and to protect the 
representatives, agent, ail servants of the eonecsonnaite, and of ay companies formed 
to acquire or work the said concession or any part thereof, ‘The Imperial Government 
having thus fulfilled its engagements, the concessionnaire and the companies created 


by him shall not have any power under any pretext whatever to claim damages from 
the Persian Government. 





Anricis 10, 
On the expiration of the term of the present 


nicession, all material 
apparatuses then used by the company or companies for the exploitation of its or their 
industry shall become the property ‘of the said Government, and the company or 
companies shall have no right to any indemnity in this connection, 





buildings, and 


AnricLe 11. 
Tn the event of any dispute or difference 





ing between the parties to the present 
concession in respect of its interpretation or the rights or responsibilities of either of 





the parties therefrom resulting, such dispute or difference shall be ‘submitted to two 
arbitrators at Tohran, one of whom shall be named by each of the parties, and to an 
umpire who shall be appointed by the arbitrators before they proceed to arbitrate. ‘The 
decision of the arbitrators, or, in the event of the latter disagreeing, that of the umpire, 
shall be final, 


{u602) 2N 
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Articrz 12, 





This act of concession, made in duplicate, is written in the English lan; 
translated into Persian with the same meaning, but in the event of there being any 
dispute as to the meaning the English text shall alone prevail. 


‘Tehran of the Hegire (that is to say) 1913. 





(5875) No. 196. 
Minute by Mr. Parker. 


T SAW Mr, Greenway this evening and discussed the present situation respecting 
the Mohiammerah-Khoremabad railway project. 

Mr, Greenway told me that while he would prefer to have the original contract, 
which has already been approved by the Persian Government in the person of 
Mr, Shuster, signed and accepted, yet, to facilitate matters in the present position, he 
was willing to accept the offer of the Persian Government now made subject to the 
following conditions :— 


1. That the terms of the contract or concession are to be definitely settled 
before the syndicate undertake any financial outlay in connection with the survey of the 
line. 





That the Pe 


ian Government at their own expense will afford adequate 
protection for the 


neers engaged in the survey, 








eng 
I told Mr. Greenway that I thought this would be a possible solution, and enable 
us to secure an option from the Persian Government in his favour. 
A. P. 


Foreign Ofice, February 3, 1913. 





(5524) No. 197. 
Note communicated by M. de Etter, February 4, 1913. 


IL. parait que le groupe anglais de la Société d'Etudes hésite de participer aux 
délibérations du groupe frangais au sujet de Pemprunt persan et que le Gouvernement 
britannique n'a pas encore donné ses indications aux membres anglais de la Société 
d'Etudes a Veffot de Pexpédition d’une délégation de la société & Téhéran, 

En présence de lurgence qu'il y aurait de procéder sans retard 4 l’échange de 
vues concernant l'emprunt et spécialement & Penvoi dun délégué 4 Téhéran, le 
Gouvernement britannique jugerait peut-étre possible d’engager le groupe anglais de 
no pas se refuser d’examiner aussit6t que possible la question A Paris avec le groupe 
frangais. 


Ambassade Impériale de Rus 
le 4 février, 1913. 











, Londres, 





[5474] No. 198. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived February 4.) 





(No. 

(Telegraphic) Tehran, February 4, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 54 of Srd February. : 

Mining concession has not been enlarged in any way. ‘The original line on the 

runs, as appears from the papers in our possession, from Abadeh or Yezdikhast 

to Birjand, as shown on the map attached to Curzon’s “Persia,” From Yezdikhast to 

Birjand, ling, as shown on this map, would ran through, if not a little to the north of, 

Youd city, and from ei f two places mentioned it would run through southern 

of province of Yezd, a corner which is outside Russian zone, Russian Minister 

11 cognisant of proposed boundaries of concessio 

ian Government has proposed that the concession should only include Laristan 
































(5485) No, 199°. 


M. Susonof to Count Benckendorff.—(Commanicated to Foreign Offee, 
Rebruary 4, 1913.) 
(DAggraphique.) 

LB Gouvernement britannique considire Ia susponsion des négociations turco- 
porsanes au sujet do la délimitation des frontiéres extrémement inopportune en 
présenico des cizconstances actuoll 

Nous no partageons pas entidrement cette manidxe de voir et pensons qu'il serait 
ion de proiter do état do choses provent pour persuader ln urqute tarrver ay ls 
vite d'un arrangement, en vue surtout do prévenir la nécessité que pourrait avoir lo 
Gouvernement porsan do wadresser au ‘Tribunal de La Hay 

Nous consontons, toutefois, conforms ‘du Gouvernement anglais, de 
modifior les couseils donnés au Gouvernement persan et de faire valoir aupros de lui 
les raisons pour une prolongation des pourparlers pour une durée d'un mois et demi. 

Nous espérons en inéme temps pour pouvoir compter sir Vappui éuergique du 
Gouyernemont anglais auprds des Turcsen vue d'arriver me conclusion eonforme & 
nos yuex—aprds Vexpiration de ce torme d'nn mois et demi, 

Pridro do répondre par télégraphe, 





[1602] 


139 


and Kerman, but I ean eee no reason why it should not follow the southern frontier of 
province of Yerd, and from thence proceed to Birjand, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
says that Government entertain no objections to the coeession, and. presumably 
proposal to reduce area is in order to trade for more money. ‘There is no railwa 
attaching to concession sis it stands, although it is proposed to serve mines ultimatel 
byllicht railway from Bunder Abbas to Kerman to be built in the British sphere. This 
railway, originally known as a tramway, forme thé second line of network which Persian 
Railway Syndicate proposes to constrict. No negotiations connected with it have been 
commerced, and cae hts been taken to confine al recent representations to the Perpian 
Government to support of Mohammerah-Khoremabad lins only. 


(5535) No 199. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received Pebruary 4.) 
Wo. 53) 
(elegraphic.) Tehran, February 4, 1913, 
legram No, 51 of Srd February. 

jon is practically settled, and will probably be signed on Friday. 
Russian negotiator has given way on the tariff clause, My informant of yesterday 
misled me slightly about the Tabriz-Kazvin section, Preference lias been granted to 
construct a railway on equal terms with those put forward by any other applicant. Hitch 
was about the renewal of the road concession, Persian Government have now agreed to 
renew on the understanding that it lapses if the construction is not commenced within two 
‘years and finished within six. ‘Russians hold ont for a four years’ delay before commencing 
the work. Chef de cabinet” of the Minister for Furcign ‘Affairs, who gave me the above 
information, called in the name of the Ministor for Foreign Affairs to express his earnest 
desire that our railyray and mining concessions might be sigued siwultaneously with 
the Russian concession, and to ask if some formula could not be devised for securin, 
the tivo concessions for the syndicates which the Minister for Foreign Affiirs and 
could sign, 

T should be glad of your early instructions about. these two concessions, as it seema 
to me very desirable that they should be secured at moment when the Persian Govern- 
meut is 80 favourably disposed. 

(Repeated to Sf, Petersburgh.) 





[4993] No, 200. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley, 

(No, 56.) ; 

(Telegraphi 
You 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 91.), 





(4995) No. 201, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 57.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofiee, February 4, 1913. 
MY tal No. 46 of the 30th January was not aaa Comrinn Maieny) 
gn Office telegram No. 8 of the 9th Januaty, and T shall of course 
dimy best to facilitate the discussion of a large loan, but finaaicers will not be able to 
float one until some onder is established and the Government. are able to collect laxes. 
Tt wus to.assist the Government in that direction that we are endeavouring to obtain 
co-operation of Russian Government in making a preliminary advance. There is no 
reason why Ministers should be discouraged, because they were always aware that no 
advance could be made until the railway concession was secured, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 92.) 
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(5321) No. 202. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

(No. 95.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, February 4, 1913. 
SIR W. TOWNLEY'S telegram No, 51 of ard February. : 
Qussian Embassy have communicated a memorandum protesting against conditions 

of Mohammerah-Khoremabad concession, and urging that conditions should 

approximate to those of the Julfu-Tabriz concession, and further asking that ‘an 
exchange of views should take place between ourselves and the Russian Goveramen 
Flease inform Minister for Foreign Affairs that L cordially welcome this proposal, 

‘and that I should therefore be glad to know the conditions of the Russian concession, 

more especially respecting the arrangements for securing equality of freight rates, 
With regard to Mohimmorah concession, T am replying to Russian Embassy on 

tho various points of detail raised in their memorandum, and I recognise that, at this 
stage, Persian Government should not be tied down to more onerous financial clauses 
than those of the Russian concession, In the meantime Iam authorising His Majesty's 

Minister ‘at Tehran to accept an option from the Persian Government for the 

Mohami line, on condition that, pending settlement of the terms of the concession 

or contract, the syndicate shall not be involved in any financial outlay on the s ey, 

and that the Persian Government will afford at their expense adequate protection for 
the engineers engaged in the survey. 
Your Exeallanoy might ou guest to Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that a 

Aimilar course should be adopted with regard to the Russian concession from Julfa to 

so that the Russian and British Governments may act in complete harmony in 
tho tnattor at Tehran, 
You should add that His Majesty's Government. are now making proposals to the 
été d'Etudes which will hasten the operations of that syndicate, and that detailed 
nstructions are being posted to you (his week so that you may enter into definite 
nogotiations with the Russian Government, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No 





(5497/12) 


Foreign Ose to Sir W. Garst 
Sir, Foreign Offs, February 4, 1913, 
HIS Majesty's Goverment haye had under careful consideration the letters which 
You, addressed to this Department on the 9th and 20th December on the subject of 
tho Trans:Porsian Railway. proje 
In your letter of the 9th December, while recognising that the attitude of His 
Majesty's Government had hitherto heen to reserve complete freedom of action pendin, 
submission of the survey you were to furnish, you intimate that you do not vow fod 
justified in sending a delegate to Tohran to negotiate, in concert with French and 
Hitdsien aosofates ith the Po ian Government; and, before proceeding further, you 
ask that indications may be afforded to you on the following points — 
(a) Ty wold scom eavential to tearn whethér His Majesty's Government viow with favour or 
disfavour the prospect of rec railway eon i and Europe vik Rusia, 
(3) Lewould appear desirae to i ernment desire British nancial 
in spite of sich operation leing 
ilway coustruetion in Norteen Persia only. 


to canting i-ojeatio 
ly to flitting al 

{9 In tho vent of Hit Majety's Government ining altenly committed to support other 
applicants for railway concessions in tho Hrtsh and neutral spheres e would toc essen to here 
Uh ace of wich concen 

(4) vow of the pas avancoment of conliting projets for mim servic in tho Bi 


and noutral spheres, the British group would be glad to learn whether His Majesty's Governtuent Levy 
any svigeations 66 toa solution of the situation which many ati from rival claims inthis portion ot 
rian teriury, 


I am now directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to make the following observations 
on each of these points -— 


(1.) His, Majesty's Government have already expressed themselves prepared to 


assent in principle to the project of a Trans-Persian railway: that assent is made 
subject to the following, among other, conditions 
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Persian line, or of 
be invalidated by 
of other (i,, nom 


desirable 
d'Etudes, 
idered scheme 
possible an early, and if possible 
Gulf, 
mitted, and were so before the 
that the concessions in question aro the 
rman one in the British sphere (which would have to be purcly 
British-controlled), and certain lines in the neutral sphere (other than the Moharoiterah’, 
Khorremmabad project) which, in view of the groat predominance of British trade, 
should be preponderatingly British, though not without a substantial intornations 
participation both in construction aud mauagezseut. 

(d.) His Majesty's Government would be prepared to recommend to the parties 
interested in the projects (other than the Mohammerah-Khorrommabad line) fu. the 
neutral sphere that it would serve British interests if thoy would join with the Britigh 
Broup of the Société d'Etudes, who, ia consultation with Tis Majesty's Government 
might then arrange the degree and nature of the foreign participation in question, 


T am to express Sir E, Grey's view that the arrangements for securing British 
control on certain portions of the line need not necessarily conflict with tho prin iple 
of equal representatio h taking 


proposed at ‘Tehran; but that they would recommend the substitution of the woods 
“d'un chemin de fer traversant la Perso du nord au sud par ‘éhéran” for the words 
‘sur territoire persan, dc, dc., . ... par Téhéran” in the note which you propose 
to address to the Persian Government (seo enclosure Ain your loiter of the 
20th December). 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(5540) No. 204, 
Mr. Chittick (Persian Railay Syndicate) to Mr. Parker-—(Received February 6,) 
Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Dear Sir, February 4, 1913, 

AT Mr; Groenway's request I aim sending to you herewith amended copies of the 
telegrams which it is proposed to send to Mr. Wood, and shall be glad to know if 
they meet with the approval of the Forvign Office, 

Yours truly, 


H. 8. CHIITICK, 
ee 
[1602] 20 
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Enclosure in No. 204. 
Drafts of two Telegrams to Mr. Wood (Leleran). 


(1) 


REFERRING to your telegrams of 28th January and 3rd February, if the 
Persian Government definitely agree to give us option far either contract or concession 
we sccopt Persian Goverument offer, subject to first, terms of contract or concession 
being settled before any expenditure survey incurred; second, Persian Government 
affording at own expense adequate protection for survey party, Foreign Office wiring 
His Majesty's Minister accordingly. Act in accordance with his views. 


(2) 


ing concession : referring to your telegram 3rd absolutely impossible increase 
olerring to your telegram Srl we prefer original boundary avoiding Russian 
sphere, but if necessiry you may accept, Fars including Laristan and Kerman ineluding 
Scintan, oth excluding’ littoral aud. ialanls. Mining eonession terma should be 
finitely agreed and concession signed, but we have agreed following alterations with 
‘Oflico, article 2, firmt line, delete word “exclusive.” Sixth lino, after word 
“conveniences,” delete to end sentence and substitute “necessary for economical 
transport in so far ns such facilities do not exist or are not adequately and duly provided 
by the Porsian Government or their nominees.” Delete article 4 entirely. 





(5536) No, 205, 


aan Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived February 6.) 
(No, 53, 
(Telegrephic,) Ri Tehran, Rebruary 4, 1913. 

BRINISH consul at Shiraz telegraphs that the Kavam hins expressed to him that, 

General appears to experience some difficulty in enrolling recruits for 
ersonal force, he (the Kavam) should be entrusted with the duty of raising the 
to, punish at least, the Baharlus, as unless an example is made of this tribe or 

the Kushkulis, there will be very serious trouble in the spring Kayam naturally 
‘udded that he would require about 30,000 tomans and 100,000 cartridyes to carry out 
the punitive measures, 

British consul rotumned an evasive answer, and subsequently discussed the matter 
with the Governor-General, 

Tt would, in my opinion, be the height of fully to entrust the Kayam with money, 
und to allow him to collect a force such as he suggests would make it patent to all that 
hie is'« stronger factor than. the Governor-General, Such is probably the cass as it is, 
but it would inevitably lead to grave disorders if the fuct were emphusised. British 
consul adds that the Kavam is clearly intriguing, and that he and the Governor- 
General aro agreed, though the latter hesitates to declare himself clearly, that it is 
desirable that the Kayain should leave Fars. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs shares this opinion, and has promised to endeavour to 
find a governorship for him, Failing this, I am of opinion that it is most desirable 
that he should go broad fora time. He could probably be persuaded to do s0 under 
the British consul’s advice, but care would have to be taken not to convey the 
i 1 that lie was being forced to go, 

r that the situation in Fars is not satisfactory, and there is reason to fear 
trouble in the spring. ‘The Swedish colonel leaves on 1st March with 450 men, upon 
whom he assured me he ean rely 

Alien was recontly expressed lest Salarced-Dowleh might go to Meshed. My 
Russian colleague thereupon instructed the Russian consul-general that he should not 
be allowed to enter 
instru 
au at 
hi 
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(5376) No. 206. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 58.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Poreign Office, February 5, 1913. 
THAVE been in communication with Mr, Greenway respecting the draft mining 
concession, and he is willing to agree to the following arrangement :-— 


He will give the Persian Government the choice either of the limits 
arranged, viz.,a line from Yerdikhast. to Birjand, so drawn as to avoid the Russian 
sphere, and running from these two points south to the coast, or of limits of the 
provinces of Kerman, including Seistan, and Fars, including Laristan. Provided you 
See no objection, I agree to either of these limits, on the understanding, of course, that 
mining rights on the littoral and islands of the Gulf are expressly excluded, 

le 2. The word “exclusive” should be omitted in first line, and in fifth line, 
afier words “any other conveniences” insert ‘necessary for economical transport in 60 
far as such facilities do not exist or are not adequately and duly provided by the Persian 
Government or their nominees,” ‘The second sentence, beginning “Tt shall also,” may 
stand. The object of this change is to deprive the syndicate of a monopoly, but to 
secure to them a reversionary right essential to tho success of their mining overations 
in the event of transport facilities not being provided by others. 

Article 4. Cancelled, 


Mr. Greenway is not prepared to go beyond an advance of 100,000) 
Mr, Wood has been instructed to agree to this arrangement, whieh you should 
communicate to him, 


(Confidential) . 

Mr. Greenway would be willing to admit Russian participation in that portion of 
the concession which lies within the neutral sphere ; but no mention of this should bo 
made for the present, 

(Iepeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 93,) 





(5474) No. 207, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 60.) 
Telegraphic.) Poreign Office, Pebruary 5, W013. 
YOUR telegram No. 52 of 4th February : Kerman inining concession. 
Full instructions are contained in my telegram No, 58 of to-day, respecting 
alternative limits, which should on no account enter Russian sphero—this point was 
arranged ly Sir G. Barclay and Mr. Greenway two years ago, 





(4819) No, 208, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 61.) y 
(elegraphic.) Poreign Ofiee, Pebruary 5, 1913. 
‘YOUR telegram No. 44 of the Stet January : Lurioten aitvey. 
‘Treasury and India Office agree to share cost, ‘The necessary arrangements should 
therefore be made forthwith, 





(5540) No. 209. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


No. 62, 
Meith R, Foreign Ofice, Rebruary 5, 1913. 
MY telegram No, 95 of 4th February to St. Petersburgh: 
Persian Railways Syndicate are telegraphing to-day to Mr. Wood regarding 
Mohammerah—Khoremabad line as follows :— 
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Referring to your telegrams of 28th January and 3rd February. If the Persian 
Government definitely agree to give us option for either contract ‘or concession we 
accept Persian Government's offer subject to (a) terms of contract or concession being 
settled bofore any expenditure on survey is incurred, and (8) Persian Government 
affording at their own expense adequate protection for survey party. Foreign Office 
telegraphing to His Majesty’s Minister accordingly. Act in accordance with his views.” 


‘The object of those conditions is to protect syndicate against futile expenditure. 
You should strongly urge Persian Government to agree in writing without further 
delay, 

We have had some difficulty in getting syndicate to agree to this modification of 
Procedure, but our object has been to meet both Russian and Persian objections, 
After obtaining option we can discuss terms of concession or contract with Russiag 
Government. c 

your Russian colleague of above and of my telogram No. 95 

ny and you might elicit from him precise grounds of objection 

to contract agreed to by Shuster on behalf of Persian Government after careful 
consideration, 

(Repeated to St. Potersburgh, No. 99.) 





(5485) No. 210. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No. 80.) 
(Telographie.) Re Foreign Office, February 5, 1913, 

RUSSIAN Government ate willing to mect_ our wishes on Tureo-Porsian frontier 
‘qestion ad to aro t prolongation of commision for six weeks. 

We have promised Russian Government our energetic diplomatic support if sattle- 
mont has not been reached by that time, but your Excellency should lose no favourable 
ghpertanity, in concert with your Russian edlleague, of urging a settlement. upon the 
‘Turks in the meantime, _ Object in view should be a definite demarcation in accordance 
with the advioo of Russia and ourselves, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, 63, and St, Petorsburgh, No. 100.) 





(6387) No, 211. 


Sir Hdicard Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 23.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 5, 1913. 

THE Porsian Minister called at this Offico on the 30th ultimo to explain the 
necessity of the now Persian Government boing furnished with funds, and repeated. the 
figures with which you hyve already furnished ms 

Sir A. Nicolson told him that T was perfectly alive to the importance and urgency 
of the matter, and that I was discussing the subject with the Russian Government, 
Tam, &c. 

E, GREY. 





(2695) No. 212. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


Xo. 63) 
ir, 


Foreign Office, Rebruary 5, 1913. 
1 TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copies of correspondence ralatiee to 
the provision of two dioptric lanterns for His Majesty's consulate-general at Bushire, 
and the desirability of inducing the Russian Goverument to struct their consul-general 
at that port to remove the lights at presont shown by the Russian consulategeneral.® 
Your, Excellency will observe that the lanterns in question are now in. working 
order and therefore that it cannot now be contended that the Russian lights are 
necessary as a guide to ships, It is even clear that, as a matter of fuct, those lights, 


“India Ofic Many 28, 1912: to India Ofice, Jun, 13, 1912 Sie Ps Cox (No. 9}, November 24, 1912 
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Which have, been shown since last February only, are more a source of danger than a 
benefit to shipping and that the British naval authorities in the Persian Gulf are 
anxious for their removal on that ground, 
Your Excellency should take an opportunity. of bringing these considerations to 

the notice of the Russian Government in friendly and unoflicial manner and should 

pint out to them that the action which you have been instructed to take is dictated 
¥y & desire to avoid confusion to general navigation by the display of unnecessary lights, 
and you should also state that as the lightage and buoyage of the Gulf have 
been for many years past in the hands of the British authoritice His Majesty's Govern: 
ment naturally desire to maintain the ratve que ie at respect, and they feel sure that 
the Imperial Government will admit and recognise the predominant, interest wl 
Great Britain neoossarily las in the matter Voratedd ea suggest that, if the 
sudden discontinuance of the lights at the present moment is distastetil to the Russian 
Government, this step might be postpoued, as proposed by Sin P, Cox, il th transfer 
or departure on leave of the present Russian consul-general at Bushire. 

Tam, &e, 
E, GREY, 





[54973/12) 


Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(No. 64.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofico, Rebruary 6, 1913, 

AS your Excellency is aware, during the visit of the Russian Ministor for Foreign 
Affairs to this country in the autumn of 1912 various memoranda, ou the subject of 
railways in Persia, were exchanged by his Excellency and myself, 

In one of these papers M. Sazonoff intimated, with regard to tho ‘Trans-Persian 
project, that the Société d'Etudes wished to obtain from the Persian Governmont. not 
merely, as previously, permission to make surveys, but_an option for the project, 
in question, and, he urged that His, Majesty's Government should lend their support, 
to the Société d'Etudes in this negotiation, 

Your Excellency will recollect that, His Majesty's Government had, up to that 
time, stipulated in their correspondence with the Société d'Etudes that’ they. should 
reserve complete freedom of action pending consideration of the report to be submitted 
to them after the survey had been made; bit, in deference to tho representations of 
M. Sazonoff, [undertook to support the Société d’Ietudes in the proposed negotiation 
at Tehran subject to all resorvations previously made, and, inter alia, on condition 
that construction should not proceed outside the Russian sphere without tho agreomont 
of His Majesty's Government, 

Tn November last, however, the Société d’ltudes communicated to. me the draft 
of a letter to the Persian Government. applying not merely for main lino, but for 
‘extensive branch lines and maritime facilities 


a 


ication which they 
character than 


titude more fully. on various 

to send a delegate to ‘Tehran in the absence of 

fuller information as to that attitude ; in the second letter, dated the 20th December, 

they submitted tho draft of a fresh application to the Persian Government, in. the 
hope that His Majesty's Government might approve the modified text 

This request of the Socisté for more comprehensive support. placed His Majesty's 

Government in a somewhat difficult position, for, as the Russian Government re 

aware, another British Syndicate are interested in certain branch lines in Southera 

{1602} 2 
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Persia; and, inasmuch as that Syndicate was in existence before the formation of 
the Société d'Etudes, His Majesty's Government would not feel justified in 
supporting the latter in opposition to the former. ; 

Moreover, the request of the British group of the Société for definite information 
on some points necessitated the ‘consideration of many aspects of the question by 
His Majesty's Government forthwith, instead of, as hitherto intended, on the submission 
6f the projected survey. 

His Majesty's. Go 
co-operation with Russia 
thoy are porsu 
of tl 


Your Excelleney will observe that, as regards an extension within the British 
sphere. tow 1, His Majesty’s Government have intimated that, 
in the nol yet come to take up the question of through 
connection with India, and they therefore advise the Société d'Etudes, in their own 
interests, to devote their attention to branch and local lines on their commercial 
morits, 

In viow of the cautious language which has always been used by the Russian 

Government and Russian statesmen alike regarding the construction of a through 
muilway to India, Tis Majesty's nment beliovo that the Russian Government will 
appreciate thein point of view, and the sincerity of their conviction that the course 
ndicated i that best calculated. to preserve and increase the cordiality of the 
undorstaniling now happily existing between the two nations; they accordingly invite 
the concurrence of the Russian Government in the course suggested in the 
‘Accompanying letter, 

‘As your Excellency reported to mo at the timo, the Russian Government did not 
Propose to givo a definite reply to the. points enumerated in my despatch No. 129 of 
tho 10th May 1911. until the Société d'Etudes had submitted the report on the survey. 
As, however, the situation has now substantially ol hanged owing to the nature of the 
application to be made to the Persian Go t, Ihave to request your Excellency 
to recall the communication which you then made to the Russian Government, and to 
expross the hope that they may now be willing to communicate their acceptance of 

niditions which His Majesty's Government proposed, except in so far as point 4 is 
modified by the terms of tho lettor to Sir W. Garstin, and by the arrangement, agreed 
to with M. Sazonoff respecting the Mohammerah-Khorremabad line last autumn. 

You should communicate to M. Sazonofl a copy of the accompanying letter, and 
‘you should furnish his Pxcellency with full explanations in the sense ofthis despatch 

‘am, &e, 
E, GREY. 





(54973) No. 214, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 

(No. 65.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 5, 1913 

T HAVE to inform your Excellency that my despatch No, 64 of the oth instant 
has beon submitted to the Cabinet, 

Aa it is possible that certain modifications may be made, I have to request you to 
suspend any action on that despatch pending the receipt of telegraphic instruction, 

am, ke. 
E. GREY, 
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(5485) No. 215. 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


SIR E, GREY presents his compliments to the Russian Ambassador, and, with 
reference to the communication made by the Russian Embassy on the 4th Hebruary on 
the subject of the Turco-Persian frontier, has the honour to request his Excellency to be 
80 good as to convey to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs the cordial thinks of 
His Majesty's Government for having met their wishes in regard to the prolongation of 
the sittings of the commission at Constantinople. 

Sir E. Grey entirely shares the view of M. Sazonof that an early settlement of this 
estion, without a reference to The Hague tribunal, is desirable, and His Majesty's 
jovernment will be happy to afford their energetic diplomatic support in expediting 

settlement if one has not been reached within the six wooks specified in the 
Russian note. 


Foreign Ofice, February 5, 1913, 





(4420) No. 216, 
Foreign Office to Law Officers of the Crown.. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 5, 1913. 

WITH reference to your report of the 23rd December last on the subject of the 

roposal of the Imperial Bank of Persia to increase its note circulation, 1 havo the 

ionour, by direction of the Seeretary of State, to transmit to you further papers, noted 
in the accompanying list, from which it appears that a premium of 2. por share, or 
200,001, in all, was the sum paid to the late Baron Julius de Reuter for the acquisition 
‘of the concession, 

Sir P, Grey would therefore propose, subject to your concurrence, to inform the 
Imperial Bank that he has carefully considered the ‘matter in consultation with the 
Law Officers of the Crown, and that he is of opinion that tho bank has the right to 
expand its note circulation to 1;100,000L only, and not to 1,300,000L, as was the intention 
of the directors. He would add that the reason for this opinion’ is that tho paid. 
capital of the company (650,001), less the sum paid for the concession (00,0001), 
amounts to 450,000L, and that, therefore, the differeneo between the metallic resorve 
(650,000L) and the amount of the notes in circulation must not exceed that sum 
(450,002). 

Tam to request you to be good enough to take the papers into your consideration, 
and to inform the Secretary of Stato at your early convenience alotnen a your 
opinion, the terms of the proposed reply to the Imperial Bank of Persia are right 
and proper in the circumstances, or whether, and, if so, to what extent, they can 
advantageously be amended or modified. 

Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 


List of Pope 


(A.) Imperial Bank of Persia, August 7, 1012, 
(B) Charter Deed of Settlement and Concession, 1889, 

(C) Imperial Bank of Persia (with enclosures), January 4, 1913, 
(b) eat ti anuary 28, 1913, 





(2463) No. 217. 
Foreign Office to India Ofice.® 
Foreign Office, February 5, W913. 
ITH reference to your letter of the 4th ultimo, relative to the exploitation of 
oilfields in Mesopotamia and Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Exward Grey 
to inform you that the managing director of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company called 


© Aleo to Admiralty, statis mutandis, 
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‘at this Office on the 9th ultimo and had an interview with Sir L. Mallet on the 
subject, 

Zs Mr, Greenway informed Sir L. Mallet that if His Majesty's Government were 
successful in obtaining the Mesopotamian concession for his company they would 
be in a position to refuse the offer of amalgamation made to them’ by the Shell 
Company, é 

He Gren cane ne Admiralty had replied as to the conclusion of a 
gontract with his company, and on being informed of their refusal to do so, said that, 
in thot case the amalgamation of his company with the Shell Company was inevitable 
even if the Mesopotamian concession was secured by the former. . 

Sir L, Mallet pointed out that the refusal did not affect the question, and that 
Mr. Greenway appeared to have changed his ground, but the latter maintained his 

joint of view. 

Bese L Mall therenpon observed that in these circumstances there was 
Ho ‘use in sending instructions to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople to 
support the Anglo-Persian Oil Company in thelr efforts to obtain the Mesopotamian 
concessions, and that he should accordingly recommend sir E, Grey no longer 
to do 80. 

Mr. Greenway said that if his company had the support of His Majesty's 
Government. they would be in a much better position for making good terms with the 
Shell Compan 

Sip 1: Malle said that. the ole Dreocaupation of His Majesty's Government was 
that his company's Persian concession, embracing as it did all the oilficlds of Persia, 
which were largely situated on the Persian Gulf, should not pass tinder the control of 
4 foreign syndicato, He reminded Mr, Greenvay of his company's professions. of 
imperialism’ aud of the support which His Majesty's Gos t had hitherto given to 
them, and stated that Sir I. Grey had been much surprised to lea that persons of the 

ing of Lord Stratheona and Mr. d’'Arey should actually propose to enter into such 

gem it red that a marketing agreement, ie., one for the sale of 
the oil at a cortain prive, would amply sullios to mest the case, ae 

Ar. Groonway, suid that he himself woul strongly oppose amalgamation with the 
Shell Company, and there is reason to bolieve that, it sulfctent pressure is exercised by 
His, Majesty's Government, the Anglo-Persian Oil Company ‘will not go beyond & 
marketing agreement with the g 

Sir 1 Mullot suggested that such an agreement might be mude for five years, after 
which it might be to the interest of the Admin lty to make a contract with the 
Anglo-Porsian Oil Company, but Mr. Greenway said that such an agreement would 
haye to be for ten years x ee 

Mr. ay’ informed Sir L. Mallet that the Shell Company were in negotiation 
with Lord Cowdray in connection with, the exploitation of the Mexican oilfields, and 
that there was no doubt that the absorption of his Lordship's interests by the company 
‘was only the matter of'a very short time, ‘ 

Tam to draw the special attention of the Marquess of Crewe to this last statement, 
which appears to Sir E, Grey to be of special import 

Tam to transmit to you herewith copy of a 
to be addressed to Mr, Greenway setting forth 1 ty 
subject, and to observe that: this Office could only support a proposal to subsidise the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company: if Lord Crewe and the Lords Commissioners were able to 
show good grounds for doing so.” “soni 

Short of such « demonstration, Sir E. Groy has done all in his power to preserve 
the British character of the enterprise. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





No. 218, 


Foreign Office to Mr. Greentcay. 


Foreign Office, February 5, 1913. 
WITH reference to the conversation which you had r L. Mallet at this 
office on the 9th ultimo, relative to the exploitation of oil-fields in Mesopotamia and 


+ No. a18. 
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Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to state, for the confidential 
information of your company, that he has received a letter’ fem the Admiralty 
expressing the view that British Imperial interests in the Persian field. aro euliiently 
strong fully to justify them in recommending that diplomatic Support might bo given to 
‘Your company in respect of their application for concessions in Mesopotamia andl to ase 
all legitimate influenco to provent if posible the foreign aequisiiog of ersten co tee 
Persian fields vit Mesopotamia. ‘The Admiralty on theit side intend in respect of 
Admiralty contracts to give us favourable consideration as practicable to tenders from 
Your company, consistently with due consideration of supplies from other available 
Sources. 

There would, howovor, be great objections to the proposal that. the Admiralty 
should themselves embark, or recommend the Seoretary of State for Tnlin a Counel ey 
mbar upon a poliey of finding 2,000,0001 of eapital fora British eompany operating 
in territory which although presimably lagoly subject to British influence it neverthe- 
Hess foreign territory, Although the proposal is that this udvaneo should be repaid it 
would depend upon the success of the company both in findiog ite supplies tnd in 
‘oaintaining its markets against powerful commercial rivals, whother the money. would 
bo repaid, and the Government would be obliged to appoint representatives to sit upon? 
the board of a commercial company engaged in a business subjest to some risk, 

The Admiralty doubt whether such a policy could be recommended to Parliament 
on naval grounds, and if such a policy could be advocated from that point of view alone 
there are other oilfields in which the arguments for similar action might prove to. be 
equally or even more cogent, especially if the folds were in actual British territory and 
within a short open sea voyage from the United Kingdom than the route from the 
Persian Gulf, either vid the Suez Canal or the Cay 

In regard to your remarks as to the Admiralty being unwilling to place before the 
Scoretary of State for India in Couneil a proposal foran Tndian subsidy to your eompany 
to inclide a gub-contract for Adiialty Uonefit, the Admiralty state that they are in 
communication with the India Ofice as to whether there is any prospect of Persian off 
being adopted by the Indian Government for railways on its merits of quality. 
Price, They point out that you are fully aware that cheap Indian coal will: neces 
Femain a formidable competitor with oil on some of the Indian railways, and therefore tf 
the Persian oll products cannot be adopted on their merits either for Indian railway 
purposes, o for other purposes for the benefit of the Indian consumer, the Adnitalty 

viting the India Otlie to take up the question of subsidy. would be pructieally 
asking for a subsidy from India to your company inditvetly for the benef of Liporigl 
services. Moreover, your company’s propostl in Feapoct of luda inveloce proposals for 
preferential fiscal treatment of oil imported from Persia into India, This aettade 
however, in no way precludes the matter being put to the India Office by your company 
on its merits, 

In respect, of negotiations between the Anglo-Persian Company and the Shell 
Company, you indicated that if an agreement were ultimately unavoidable contenota 
with, tho Admiralty on ordinary terms might possibly be arraniged with your company, 
outside of any such agreement, 

If that course were followed and if the Indian Government were also able on th 
merits of the question to. utilise oil! fuel on certain of the Indian railways where there 
right bean advantage in the use of oil over coal, considerable support would be given 
to ‘the position of your company on grounds that would not be of an exceptional 
character. If in addition continued diplomatic support. i given to’ tho company in 

potamian concessions in order to avoid if poasible "he bringing of 

ign influence into the Persian folds, the Admiralty are of opinion that, apart 

from any political considerations which might. justify. moré exceptional ueasuses, ua 

‘much governmental support as presont ciromistances admit, would be given to the 
preservation ofthe commercial indopendence of tho Anglo-Persian Company, 

‘The Admiralty regret any extension of infhience which my tend to a greatar 
monopoly in the oil fuel market by powerful combinations, but they have to consider 

ew in each ease whether Admiralty intorests 

deration of the large question of 

— policy which they have hitherto declined to 

if once begun would probably have to be extended— 

consider that it is at present very difficult to say in regard to any oilfield, 

however important in certain eventualities it misht become, whether it islkely to atand 
in any absol ely pre-eminent or exchsivo position from the Adwinalty point of 

02 
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Tam, however, to express Sir E, Grey's strong hope that your company will not 
find it necessary to combine with the Shell Company. 4 

Mea eee EGHES support which His Majesty's Government have given to 
‘your company in the past, both in obtaining their concession in Persia and in other 
‘ways, was given on the understanding that the enterprise would remain British, and it 
woul bo a matter of great surprise and regret if your company made avy arrangement 
whereby a syndicate predominently foreign obtained control of their interests in that 
country. i 

Tiam to point out that, in such a contingency, your company could not of course 
hope to obtain from His Majesty's Government the same support as in the past. 

Tam to add that while, in the contrary case, your company would continue to 
enjoy in Persia the treatment hitherto accorded to them by His Majesty's Goverment, 
there is some reason to suppose that the German claims to the Mesopotamian concession 
‘may rest on a more substantial foundation than was at first imagined. 'The information 
at present. available with regard to the precise nature of these claims is, however, 
incomplete, and His Majesty's Government consider it worth your company’s while to 
snake every effort at Constantinople to obtain the concession, and will afford you their 
full diplomiatic support. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(5687) No. 219, 
Mr. Chittick (Persian Railways Syndicate) to Mr. Parker.—(Received February 6.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Dear Sit, February 3, 1913. 
TENCLOSE copies of the two telegrams which have boon sent to Mr, Wood this 
afternoon, 
Yours truly, 
|S, CHITTICK. 


nolosure in No, 219, 
Telegrams sent to Mr. Wood (Leliran), February 5, 1913. 
(1) 


REFERRING to your telegrams of 28th Janumy and 8rd February, if the 
Persian Government definitely agree to give us option for either contract or concession 
apt Persian Government offer, subject to first, terms of contract or concession 
1 settled before any expenditure survey incurred; secoud, Persian Gov 
AMlording at own expensé adequate protection for survey party. ’ Foreign Office wiring 
ish Minister, ‘Vehian, accordingly, Act in accordance with his views. 


(2) 


Mining concession: referring to your telegram of Srd_absolutely impossible 
increase. loan. ring to your telegram of rd we prefer original boundary 
fwvoiding Russian sphere, Dut if necessary you may accept Fars including Laristan and 
Korman including Scistan, both excluding littoral and islands. Mining concession 
terms should be definitely agreed and eoncession signed, but we have agreed to fallowing 
Alterations with Foreign Ollie, article No. 2, first line delete word “exclusive” Li 
after word delete to end of sentence and substitute 

oniomieal transport in so fir ax such fuciliti 
duly provided le Persian Government 0 
entirely. 
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(5815) No. 220. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—{Received February 6.) 
(No, 38.) 


(Telegraphic.) R, St, Petersburgh, February 6, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No, 95 of 4th February : China Railway concessions and advance 
to Persian Government. 
Thanded to ML Sazonof yestoday «memorandum embodying your views, “His 
Excellency said that he would prefer to send me an answer in writing, 
Tagain pressed him on the subject of an advance, but fear that Minister of Finance 
will do nothing till railway concession has been actually secured, 





(5254) No. 221. 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Ofico, February 6, 1913, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be 

laid before the Marquess of Crewe, a copy of a telegram from His Majeaty’s Minister at 

Tebran, in which it is suggested that Lieutenant Steward, of the 6th Cavalry, who is at 

Pesgnt at Kerman, might accompany the Governor-General of Kerman ona four which 
is Excellency is about to undertake to collect revenue in the provitice.* 

Tam, however, to point out that there are various objections to such « proposal, for 
if tho officer in question is unable to prevent Bakhtiari excesses, he will appear in a 
measure to be responsible for them, and if he were to be injured, it would give rise to 
‘a further vexatious incident between His Majesty's Government and the Persian 
Government. 

While, therefore, Sir E, Grey would be glad to learn Lord Crowe's views on the 
subject, he doos not at present see what object, counterbalancing the risks enumerated 
in the second paragraph of this letter, would be served by Ces this suggestion, 

am, &e, 
LOUIS MALLE, 





(5540) No,.222, 


Foreign Office to Mr. Greenway, 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofico, Pebruary 6, 1913. 

TAM directed by Seeretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 4th instant, in which you enclose drafts of telegrams to your representative at 
Tehran on the subjects of the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway and the mining: 
concession. 

‘As you are aware from telephonic communications, Sir E, Grey agrees to the course 
suggested in these telegrams, subject to the insertion of the words * option for” before 
the word “either” in the telegram about the railway. He understands that the 
telegrams have beon dispatched now in the form agreed tipo 

Tis Majesty's Minister at Tehran has been furnished with full instructions on both 
subjects, and Sir E. Grey has requested him to endeavour to ascertain the grounds on 
which the Russian Government object to the financial clauses of your draft contract or 
concession, ou 

Lam to express to you Sir E. Grey’s appreciation of your action in regard to the 
procedure to be adopted. fs 

Sir E, Grey has informed Sir W. Townley that you would be willing, if necessary, 
toadwit Russian participation in that part of the inining concession which may be 
situated in the neutral sphereof Persia, but he has added that no mention of this should 
be made for the present. 

Tam, &c, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





* No toh, 








152 


(5892) No. 223. 
Mr. Greenway to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 7.) 


(Confidential) Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
ir, February 6, 1913. 

I BBG to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your letter of the Gth instant, and 
have to inform you that the telegrams to our representative at Tehran on the subjects 
of the Mohammerah-Khorremabad railway and the mining concession have been 
dispatched in the form agreed upon in telephonic communication with you. 

Tam pleased to note that His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran has een furnished 
with full instructions on the matter, and that he has been requested to endeavour to 
ascertain the grounds for the Russian Government’s objections to the financial clauses 
of our draft contract. 

T await with much interest his explanation on this point, because it is obvious 
that the money required for the Julfa~Pabriz railway must be guaranteed either by 
the Persian or Russian Governments, unless tho Russian Government propose 
temporarily to supply the money themselves out of State funds. 

Thave, &, 
(For C. Greenway), 
H. 8. OHITT 





(5943) No, 224, 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Office (Received February 7.) 
Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 7, 1913. 
T BEG to append a copy of a telegram which I have re 
‘This telogram is most unsatisficory, and T hope His Majesty's Government will 
be able to see their way to taking strony action in the matter, 


Thave, &e, 
©. GREENWAY. 


Enclosure in No, 224, 
Copy of Telegram to the Persian Railway Syndicate (Limited), London. 


Your proposals are. not approved by Persian Government, who will formulate 
others, Russian concession has been signed. 


P.S.—Since writing the above T have received the following telegram from 
Mr. Wood 
“My telegram of to-day applies to mining also." 





(6939) No. 225, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receired Rebruary 7.) 
(No. 54.) 
(Telegraphic.) R, Tehran, Rebruary 7, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 62 of 5th 
Russian railway concess yesterday gn 
Afnirs, who expresied inability t ish 


syndicate, 
T hope to see Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon. 
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[5964] No, 226. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 7) 


fie 
¢ legraphic) 


information as to t 
to Mr, Sister. 

;My Russian colleague says that, as far as he knows, Russian Government 
Spa tht the Persian Government should not bo committed to large expeniiurs, 
He nadet entail. pledging of certain securities that may be required forthe. long, 
Foatdted, that hia Government think that. a eonccesion ont tho: lines fake 

ulfa~Tabriz Railway agreement just sigued would be morv desirable than a eontoact 





(5965) No. 227. 


eo Sir W. Towentey to Sir Biscard Grey.—(Reecived February 1.) 


(Telegraphic) | Tehran, February 7, 1913, 


i that Mz. Gevenway could have long borne in. mi 
arrangement’ made with Sir, Barclay, alluded to in your talogrisn Nev eG of ae 
February, because it is only recently’ that Yeudikhast has been choven instead. 

eh ifter 1 bad called Wood's attention to the dangor of propinquity of Russian 
Zane Entailed by change of place, he submitted point to Greenway, but received ay 

Provinoes of Fars with Laristan and Kerman with Seistan would not only include 
almost entire area of concession sought, but would nearly double fis extere oat 

{am promised views of Persian Government in two or threo days, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, 63, and St. Potersburgh, No. 100.) 


EE 


(5536) No, 228, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

Re 641) 

‘legraphic.) Foreign Office, Februar 

YOUR telegram No; 68 of dth February : Shiraz, SE ee Seer Oe, 

Kawddl® Majesty's cousul should be instructed to discourage independent action by th 
Kawam, and to impress upon him the hope of His Majesty's Government ther ke wal 
de everthing in his power rally to assist the Governor-General, and to abstain trom 

iy embarrassing action. No hope of obtaining money shoul i 
Could ho not be invited to Tehran pending a newapperunce yoo Ped ext to im, 


[1602] AR 
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What attack is anticipated on the town of Shiraz? I could not give a general 
authorisation to British troops to join in its defence in a hypothetical case, and should 
be glad of further information, although, of course, they should, in any emergency, 
take any action that the commanding officer thinks desirable to protect consulate of 
foreigners from danger. 





(4794) No. 229, 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 7, 19 

WITH reference to the letter from this department of the 2th ultima respecting 
‘ suggestion for making some provision out of the next advance to the Persian Govern: 
ment for the restoration and maintenance of order in the provinee of Kerman, | am 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to refer to the telegram No, 42 of the 
Sst, January Inst from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, containing. the further 
particulars which he was directed to furnish in Sir 

ary (a copy of which was 
¢ Marquess of Crewe 


ailable for the purpose in questi 
bark at present on further sch 
ait, nor does it even seem certain, on the information supplied 
sty’s consul at Kerman, that the suggested arrangement would ensure the 
complete safety of the trade routes in that province, : 
In tho light of the above considerations, Sir B, Grey is doubtful of the expediency 
“t to Sir W, ‘Townley's suguostion, but in view of the importance to India 
rman, raude bung properly policed, ho would be gla to by informed of the 
views of Lord Crewe and 0 Fthe Jovernment of India in the matter. 
A copy of Sir W. Townley's telegram No. 42 is enclosed for convenience of 
rofbrenee." 
y Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(6056) 30. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 8.) 


(No. 1, Commercial.) 
Sir, Bushire, January 17, 1913. 
1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith a memorandum by my commercial 
adviser, Mr, IH. G. Chick, regarding the supplies which have been or are 
purchased for the use of the Persian gendarmerie under Swedish officers, i 
4s pointed out that the bulk of the needs of this force are at present bei 
from Sweden and the Continent. 3 
It is difficult to imagine any article likely to be required by the gendarmerie 
Which cannot te provided better, and generally much more expeditiously, by merchants 
in Great Britain and India, the latter country cular being very favourably 
ted to provide all boots, clothing, and leath r gooils required, and I would commend 
Mr. Chick's proposals and recommenclations to favourable consideration. 


# No.175, 
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Tam sending a copy of this despatch, with enclosure, to His Majesty's Minister and 
to the Government of India. 
Thave, &e, 
COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Coneul- 
General for Pars, &e. 


——— — ——— 
Enelosure in No, 230. 
Memorandum on Supplics for Swedish Gendarmerie, 


IY has lately been reported that a British-protected person in Shirai dealing with 
firms in England and India, who had approached the Swedish officers at Shiraz and 
asked to be allowed to obtain for them any purchases of outfit and supplies for ther 
gendarmes which they might neod to order abroad, had met with a rebut 

More recently, at Bushire, the undersigned was present at an, interview between a 
second British-protected. person (to all intents and purposes, as far as his business ie 
coucerned, a British subject) and Major Noren Brandel of the gendirmorio, 

Hearing that the gendarmerie. would be requiring a largo amount of snddlery, 
swords, arms, &c,, and cloth for uniforms, the merchant asked whether, in his Brit 
capacity, and supported as he is by the residency, he might be given the opportunity 
of ordering any requirements in these lines for’the gendarmerie from England ancl 
India, Major Brandel had, however, on his arrival at Bushire requested Sir Porey Cox 
to obtain a quantity of ammunition boots for his. men direct from a Governmont 
factory in India, and apart from these could think of nothing for the. present, besides 
+200 horse blankets, for which ho asked the merchant to quote prices, 

When asked whether saddlory would not be needed, Major Brandel said that the 
Swedish colonel had ordered 1,090 saddles from Sweden ; they required noth 
further in this line, an important one for a cavalry fores, ‘Pressed on tho subject of 
cloths for summer and winter uniforms, Major Brande) replied that they wore getting 
them also from Sweden, their object being to help on their country (Sweilen’s) trade a¢ 
far as possible while they were serving in Persia, 

As regards cavalry sabres, they had also been ordered from Sweden, Major 
Braudel added. chav ho left W largely ta hig interproter, a renegade Italian Jovv, 
Veneziani, who gave Mr, Grahame so much trouble at Shiraz in 1906-1907, to tell hing 
what the force required local 

‘Turning to arms and ammunition, about the forwarding of which to Shiraz thoro 
has been considerable correspondence between the consutate at Shirwn and. Ite 
Majesty's Legation, we know that tio machine guns, some 600,000 rounds, and 1,500 
rifles for the gendarmerie have been landed from German steamers at Bushite, ‘To the 
best of my belief, these munitions of war are all of German mamifacture, though some 
may have come from Sweden. 

The position revealed is greatly to be regretted from the point of viow of British 
trade, and, indeod, itis unfortunate that the matter did not sttract notice whon the 
Swedish colonel in Tehran was sending his orders and paying for them. As the 
merchant in Bushire remarked, the gendarmerie are being ‘financed by. funds comin 
from the British Government to be employed in the sphere whore British commerce fe 
predominant and primarily for the protection of that commerce, the supplies required 
could be obtained just as well in tho British Empire as elsewhere, and yet hore ace the 
Swedish officers earmarking all purchases for the benefit of continental countries. Aa 
regards munitions of war in particular, it is very unfortunate for British firins that, 
when openings occur for considerable trade in those commodities, in no way objection, 
able to the British Government ax is the case with the Muscat trade, they should fail to 
secure them. 

British merchants in Bushire are now awake to these proceedings on tho part of 
the Swedes, and it is not unlikely therefore that unfavourable comments on the failure 
of the local British authorities in Persia to look after their legitimate interests will in 
due course appear in the press either in England or India, 

His Majesty's Minister has, I understand, just advocated a loan of 350,000, to the 
Persian Government for the financing of the Swedish gendarmerie, the expenditure of 
which is to be under the control of the Swedish commandant and the Belgian 
treasurer-general. Whether part or the whole of this sum is sanctioned is inunatecial 
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to the point at issue; in any case, large sum will be spent in supplies and 
munitions, 

Reference has been made by His Majesty's Minister to the probable willingness of 
the authorities at‘Tehran to accept any conditions laid down by the British Government. 
I venture respectfully to urge that the watchful promotion of British trade is a very 
important consideration in the present connection, and to suggest that it should be 
stipulated that all expenditure from this sum incurred outside Persia should be made 
in tho British Empire, 

As in the case of previous advances, it is to be presumed that a moiety will 
bo borne by Indian funds, and Indian manufacturers (e.g., clothes, woollens, boots, 
leather, &e), should be given special opportunities with Whose afore to merchants at 

ome, 

Tt would be an easy matter for the Swedish colonel to send a list of all require- 
monts sanctioned by the treasurer-general to His Majesty’s Legation, and this could be 
forwarded to tho Commercial Intelligence Brauch of the Board of Trade in London, 
either direct or through Bushire, if preferred, 

ist might be sent to the undersigned at Bushire, who would be only 

too glad to inform Indian manufacturers through the Director-General of Commercial 

Intelligence in India, British merchants likely to be intrested in Persia would also 
@ notified. 

‘There is no reason why supplies obtained locally in the bazaars of Shiraz and 
Tehran should not also be open to tender by local British contractors. 


I. G, CHICK, Commercial Adviser to the British 
Resident in the Persian Gulf and His Majesty's 
Consul-General for Pars, cc. 



































(6057) No, 231. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cos: to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Reecived February 8.) 


(No. 2. Commercial. Confidential.) 
ir, Bushire, January 19, 1913. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 7, Commercial, dated the 18th August, T 
have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter which I have addressed to the Govern- 
mont of India, on the subject of 
the Persian Gulf 


ict of 





railway concessions and terminal facilities at ports on 


Thave, &e. 
P, Z COX, Lieutonant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and Iie Majesty's Consul- 

Goneral for Pai 








E 


closure 





n No. 231, 


Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 
(No. 198.) 
ir, Bushire, January 19, 1013 

I HAVE the honour to address you in connection with the question of railway 
terminal facilities at ports on the Persian Gulf, which, as Lobserve from recent corre- 
spondence in print, has been engaging the attention of His Majesty's Goverument. 

2. In the pentiltimate paragraph of a report on railway possibilit 
of this residency, my commercial adviser, Mr, Chick, urged **a carefil 
tho best means of suitably improving Bush 

r investigation at Bunder Abbas.” 

Tt is now apparent that the Société d'¥itudes has already begun to contemplate 
‘Ae desirability of improvements in the ports included in its scheme for branch lines to 
tho Trans-Persian Railway, it being understood that the ports chiefly affected would be 
Bushire aad Bunder Abbas. i 

His Majesty's Government have recently considered it expedient to depute 
engineer officers of their own to advise them as to the relative merits of various routes 
in South-East Persia ; and it is, I submit, no less necessary and important that they 
should know, in advance of all’ applications for concessions, whether by the Trans 
Persian Railway or by the Persian Railways Syndicate, the possibility and approxi- 














vestigation of 
e harbour and the probable cost; and a 
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mate cost of improving the harbours or anchorages at Bushire and Bunder Abbas in 
order to enable them to cope sufficiently with railway requirements, 





8. As regards Bushire the position is this 


‘The harbour was elaborately and carefully surveyed in 1904, Tb washeld that there 
was sufficient water in the channel connecting the outer and inner anchorages. to 
accommodate the ships of 17 feet draft ordinarily plying to the Gul, but that in view 
of the existing state of prospects of trade through Bushire the deepening of the 
approaches to the inner anchorage (Khor Deira) would be too costly an operation to 
undertake, Te vas considered, howorer, that the dredging, of « cana from, the inner 
anchorage (Khor Deira) to the customs ereek (Khor Sultani) was feasible, and should be 
our aim for the present. 












‘The officer in charge of the marine survey reported in June 1905 that there 
would be little i canal, bit that tt would be advisable 














ion required in the case of Bushire would therefore appear 
ig out of the necessary boring, and then the framing of an estimate for 
the dredging’of the canal, Iam of opinion that if the boring was done unobtrusively 
by or off the Royal Indian Mail Steam-ship “Lawrence” or“ Palinurus,” which is 
ffequent visitor, no question would be likely to be raised by the locdl authorities and 
no preliminary reference to the Persian Government would be needed. i 

5, Turning to Bunder Abbas, The position there seems to be that there is not 
much to be done with the anchorage off the present port, seoing that “large ships 
would still have to anchor by the lead fully $ miles out.” 

But, as T have suggested in a recent. telegram to Government, in the event of there 
being a railway terminus or important. junction in the vicinity of Bunder Abbas, it 
srould probably bo experiest to orcate a now oud: more cofvaniont port further 0 he 
westwards towards the Clarence Strait, and in view of the above consideration I would 
suggest the importance of an early survey of the water between Bunder Abbas and Laft 
Point on Kishm, and an expert examination of that position generally, Tt will be remems 
bere thatthe anchorage of Late Pot was ono of toaoaxaitiue ad favouraD)yroporiod 
‘on by Commanders Kempand Somerville in 1903, who wrote that this anchorage forms 
1 good harbour for the largest ships, and is thoroughly well provected from all winds, It 
could be easily defended against bombardment or torpedo attack,” 

6. If the Government of India generally concur in these views I bog that 
they will consider the expediency of consulting the naval and marine authorities 
as to the best and most expeditious means of carrying out the examination suggested 
above, 

Tn ease it may be possible to utilise their servioes in this 
Government that the Royal Indian Mail Steamer “ Palinurus 


























nection, I may remind 
spending this season 








in Gulf waters, and that Mr. Homer, Public Works Department, is also on duty in the 
Gulf in connection with lighthouse construction. 
Tam sending a copy ot this eter to His Majesty’ Foroign Ofc, 
have, &o, 
P. Z. COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Coneul- 
General for Pars, de, 














[6159] No. 282, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 
Horne) ) i Feb 1913. 
(felegraphic.) 1. Tehran, February 8, 1913, 
TOUR telegram No. 64 of 7th Kebruaty s, 


No attack on Shiraz is ant 
ig for the spring, 





ated at present, but the situation in the iprovines 
and it seumed to me justifiable vo look ahead. 
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233. 





(6173) No. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey. -(Reeeived February 8.) 





Gologephie) nR. St. Petersburgh, February 8, 1913. 1 
MY telegram No, 42 of 8th Febmuary~ 


M, Sazonof has jst telephoned to say that Minister of Rinance agrees to make 
advance of 200,001. 









(5964) No. 234, 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 66.) 
(elegraphic.) 
YOUR telegram No, 59 of 7th February 
It 





Foreign Office, Pebruary 8, 1913. 









to His Majesty's Government that the 
derate proposals made by the 
ae already ned 








Persian Gove 
ridicate for an option o L 
I Siea Coli trast l rhea tor exerted iy Ele tayo a Gver nme cs ie jeaiy 
of treatment is most regrettable and will give rise to much adverse comment, and there 
rat bo no farther delay on tho prt of the Persian Government in granting the option 
desired by the syndicate, and you should insist on their doing so. Details in regard to 
contract or concession can be settled as soon as option is granted, The syndicate are 
‘oqually anxious to settle the terms of the contract or concession, and I feel sure there 
will be no delay on th i c fs ae 
Surely th Persian Government are in possession of the particulars. furnished 

to Mr, Shuster, or can obtain them from Mr, Wood. 

















(5965) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
0. 67, - 
{islagrephie) Forcign Office, February 8, 1913. 
YOUR tologram No. 56 of 7th February: Persian mining concession. — 
Wo agree in your views, he concession should on no account intrude ‘on 
Russian sphere. F 
(Ropeated to St, Potorsburgh, No, 105.) 












(6177) 
ived February 9.) 





(leiogn nie) R. Tehran, February 9, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 66 of Sth February. ate 
Minister for Foreign Afluirs has written letter to Wood in follos 








ng terms :— 


“Persian Government grant the sight of option to Persian Railway Syndicate for 
conabsiation of a rad: from Moounerah oe ¢ pada ancent therato ta, Khoremnbed) 
that is to sy, either above-mentioned syndicate shall build railway in question by 
means of loan on conditions to be hereafter arranged as a State railway at the expense 

















of th nit, or the Persian Government shall grant syndicate a 
concession for construction of the above-mentioned railway on conditions to be arran 
hereafter, In latter ease syndicate shall build at its own expense and responsibility. 





ou to choose one of the two above-mentioned methods aud. 
survey is necessary. Persian 

co-operation with syndicate, 

n condition that if, after 
e of their right to select one 
decide to grant a concession 


In order to be in a posit 100 c 
to draw up the necessary conditions a preliminary 
Government agree to commence this surve 
fexpenises of survey to be defiayed by Persian Go 
the completion of survey, Persian Government, by viet 
‘of the two above-mentioned methous of construction, shou 
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vndicate, the same shall refund to Persian Government expenses incurred in survey. 
“Obviously Persian Government will provide at their own expense means for 
protection of engineers and surveyors. = 

“Period of this right of option is for two years from date of this letter.” 





Tn communicating to me a eopy of above letter, “ chef de cabinet” was instructed 

to express hope that syndicate would be good enough to subst at ae rly a date os 

ent a draft concession in order that conditions of the two diaft proposala 

may be taken into serious consideration at once with a view to no time being lost in 
n between the alternative methods of construction. 
















No, 287. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 9.) 


Vehran, Rebruary 9, 1913, 





iately preceding telegram of to-day, 

T very much regret that the language Templo 
of 7th February would appear to have d ‘roneons impression of attitude 
of Persian Government in the matter of Khoremabad Railway, M reign 
Airs repeatedly pressed me before the signature of Russian concession as to whether 
Thad received a answer to his proposals, as he expressed earnest desire that. the 
British option should be granted first, Members of present Cabinet. are fully alive to 
all that they owe to support of His Majesty's Government, and have shown themselves 
throughout later negotiations most anxious to find « formula which would be acouptable 
to His Majest mentand to syndicate, whilst-assuring the early commencement 
of a work which they are desirous of secing completed with as little delay aa 
possible, 

Neither Persian Government nor Mr. Wood are in possession of partioulare 
furnished to Shuster, Negotiations appear to have been, conducted hetweon. late 
treasurer-general and Brown without being submitted to Persian Government. Neither 
Shuster nor Brown left any record beyond an annotated copy of n draft contract wish 
is presumably instrument which Shuster is said to have approved. ‘There is likewise 
no written record of any such approval here, either at the Imperial Bunk of Porsia, 
the Ministry for Foreign AMhirs, or the Tronsury. Moreovor, draft contract above 
alluded to diffors in many particulars, one of them a financial one of nosmall importance, 
from the draft contract submitted to Persian Government last: summer, All tho 
alterations inade are decidedly of syndicate, and some of them are such as it 
is known Shuster would not ha d. “This annotated draft contract has not been 
brought to knowledge of Pers 





vd in my telegram No, 56 













































(6174) No. 238, 

(o40) 87 0 Buchawon to Sir Batoard Grey — (Received February 0) 

(Telegraphic.) R. St. Petorsburgh, Bebruary 9, 1913, 
FOUR telegram No. 98 of sth February, ts ih 





Memorandum from Russian Government. states that thi 
also consider it undesirable to burden Persian Govern 
ial conditions as to the British raily 
concession. ‘The latter was. si 
known to Sir W. Townley. 
Russian Government are not yet in possesion of 
Russian Minister has informed them by telegraph that in 
in question has been concede to the Julfi~ aaa 
h following reservation : 





note with pleasure that 
ent, with more onerous 
vy concession than those of the Russian 
gned 6th February, and its conditions are doubtless 











inal text of concession, but 
ion, of tariflis on railway 
''ehran roads company, 












* Concessionnaire does not 
and such wares, under equality o 





tend by means of taritl’s to 
conditions, shall not 





ubarrass Persian exports, 
different tarts 





Memora 
treatment. 








dum sys nothing as to whether imports may be subjected to differential 

































ran, January 1, 1913. 
imo, Lhave the honour to 
ed from the Director of 
n Telegraph Department, giving cover to a 
full report by Mr. Meriton of the attack on himself by ‘Turkomans on the Tehran— 
ad on the 3rd December. 

on of the road still rem 
rkoman raiders ; cara 
et through without. gre 


” WITH reference to my telegram No. 610 of the 4th ulti 
forward to you herewith copy of a letter wh 
n of the Indo-Burop 





the Persian Secti 








entirely unsafe owing to the conti 

nd the postal gharris « 
lay. ‘The officer in charge of the Meshed 
ible to send even a native gholam out to execute 














WALTER TOWNLEY, 


















Director of Persian Section of Indo-uropean Telegraph Department to 
Sir W. Townley. 

Tehran, December 
ement No, 803, dated the 4th instant, [have the 
‘our information copy of a report submitted to me by 
h mn, Telative to the attack on 
h, on the Srd instant, 
ne of the affair, he appears 
perience must have been a very 
leriton still bore signs of the 


TN continuation of my endon 
honour to forward herewith for 
charge of the Meshed line, Mr. G. Mer 
wand of Turkoman 





‘and his, party by a obbers near Maion 





to have had a miraculous escape of being shot, ‘The ex 
ng one, and T was not surprised to seo that Mr. M 
ves and general health had sustained. 

to the Minister of Posts and ‘Telographs to compensate 

n the third statement— 

‘er in. charge of the 

it is doubtful whether the depart- 
‘any such risk in future. 





Mr, Moriton and 
and T haye pointed ont th 
Moshed line when on inspection can bo guaranteed, 
ment will feel disposed to allow this officer to incur 


is party. for the loss they 
unless the safe conduct of the 





W. KING Woop. 











Enclosure 2 in No, 289, 


Oficer in Charge, Meshed Sub-Division, to the Director, Persian Section. 





‘Pehran, December 24, 1912, 
telegram of 16 words of 
‘1 detailed report of the 


lianee with the instructions coi 
the 7th instant, I have the honour to su 
‘Purkoman attack on me and on my caravan on the 3rd 








ravan consisted of one ghan 
the attack we were 2b farsakhs to the 
‘unwell at the time and. 
contained the tent pitcher, was lea 
rear, Kassin, the head gliolam, and F 
tho gharry on horseback, aud Shariff, gholam, who was 





y-and three two-wheeled carts, 
st of Maiomich, at a place called Kaleh Sa 
ry. ‘The gharry, which also 

ig, the other carts being about 200 yards to the 
h gholam, were accompanying 

also mounted, was with the 








riding in the gharr 
Hossein, the Mai 
M,, when descending the hill at Kaleh Saki 


nyself aud the dri 
in front of ine, turned and 


Theard a shot and felt 
‘The Jatter, who was seated to the left 
aus have come, sahib,.” 








id, “The Turko 
md saw the hats of 
Immediately there was another shot, which hit the dri 
side, passinig out on the left; he gave three groans and fell back dead a 
T took hold of the reins and pulled the horses up. ‘The 
is on both sides, and closing to the front and rear of the 




















down the slopes of the 
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gharry, with pointed guns, demanded me and the tent pitcher to descend quickly, As 
soon as Thad freed myself of the dead driver's body across my lege I descended, and 
going up to the nearest man (who was a Kurd) I endeavoured to explain to him that T 
Was connected with the telegraph line. ‘The only satisfaction T received was by him 
laying his hands on the collar of my overcoat to pull it off, T took it off myself and 
handed it to him. He then made signs demanding my leggings, boots, watch, money, 
and coat, which articles T also handed to him. fle then asked for my ooske bee 
my making him understand that I was sick he did not insist. Ona similar statement 
ho returned my coat after emptying all the pockets, Whilst this man was dealing with 
mo, the other Turkomnans, numbering four or five, were rifling the gharry and londing 
the loot on their and the gharry horses. 

With reference to the murder of Hossein, cholam, On my descending from the 
gharry I saw him fall backwards, and I take it that he was shot in cold blood, because 
he did not comply with the Turkomans’ demand to hand over his belongings. . The 
tent pitcher states that he saw Hossein and a Turkoman both tugging at the bridle of 
the former's horse. 

The head gholam, who was riding behind the gharry, on hearing the first shots, 
galloped off and managed to escape, although several shots wore fired at him, Shariff 
Who was with the carts some distance to the rear, also galloped off and eseaped 
although his Lorse received a bullet in the hoof of the off forelog. I was not awarp of 
their escape until T reached Ibrahimabad, a farsakh east of Maiomeh, 

On the ‘Turkomans’ departure they signified to us not to move, T waited at the 
‘pot for half an hour, and then, with the idea of aseortaining what fate liad. befallen 

ie head gholam and Shariff and the carts, I decided to walk back towards Kaleh 
‘Taghi, whore wo had watered the horses. ‘This T did, but sav no signs of them, and T 
entertained hopes that they had managed to return to Miandasht, I then rotwmned to 
the scone of the outrage, where Hossein’s (gholam) hors had been abandoned by the 
‘Turkomans as apparently being too slow for them, as they had stabbed it in the 
shoulder. T mounted this horse and made for Maiomeh, and on reaching Ibrahimabad 
was relioved to find the head gholam and Shariff there. ‘They stated that. they had 
been to Maiomelt and reported the robbery, and. tnd. brought. horsemen out toccueh 
for me, but they (the horsemen) would not venture beyond Tbrahimabad. We then 
Went on to Maiomeh, arriving there about 7 in the evening. 

‘The reason T did not seo the carts'on my search was that the ‘Turkomans. had 
riven thom off the road, taking one driver with them who was forced to unlond, 
According to this driver's statement, the contents of the carts (mafrashos, boxes, &e,) 
wore rifled by eight Turkomans, 

On the following day (the 4th) we obtained horses at Maiomeh, and brought in 
the three carts and the body of Hossein, alolam, 

On the 5th we failed to bring the harry in, owing to our inability to obtain an 
adequate escort to accompany the chappar horses, permission to. use which 1. hal 
obtained from tho Naib of the Shahrud Chappar Khanch 

On the 6th I succeeded in procuring a guard of ten horsemon by the favour of & 
yavar, who is a friend of mine, and the Naib of Maiomeh, Wo brought the gharry and 
the body of the driver into Maiomeh. ‘This escort exchanged some shots with: the 
‘Turkomans, who were still in the vicinity. 

In my opinion this attack would not have taken place had Jehangir Khan, a 
frocbooter who occupies Miandasht, kept his word. ‘The telegraph clork at Mafomuh 
had arranged with him for my safe conduct from Mazenan to Matomeh, and the latter 
Promised that he himself would accompany ano from Miandasht to Maiomeh, Johangir 

han sent guards for me to Mazenin, and they accompanied mo to Miandasht, and on 
any arrival at tho latter place T was his guest at tea, The only retson Leg meee he 
his failure to provide guards from Miandasht to Maiomeh is that I'did not give him 4 
present on my arrival at the former place, although I had it ready to give to him or hie 
men for my sife conduct to Maiomeh. On the moming of my’ departure. from 
Miandasht his men assured me that they would follow on afterwards. 
that among the ‘Turkomans were some Kurds, 

T would Tike the kindness of the tolegraph clork at Maiomeh, who eupplied mo 
with bedding and did all in his power for my comfort, to be brought to tha notice of 
the Persian Telegraph Administration, I should also like to add my appreciation of 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson's kindness to me at Maiomeh, 
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Suancary of Claims as submitted to the Persian Government for the Robbery of 
Mr. Meriton, the Officer in Charge of the Meshed Line, and his Party by a Gang 












of Turkomans near Maiomeh on mber 3, 1912. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 239, 
Officer in Charge of the Meshed Line to the Director, Persian Section, Tehran. 


(Pelegraphic.) December 31, 1912, 
MESHED line interruption between Abbasabad and Mazenan continues. 
Abbasabad reports that pasties of Turkomans, numbering twenty to forty, and one 

of 100, haye passed towards Mazenan. . 

A caravan consisting of 150 Zawars has been looted, and some of Zawars killed. 

‘Throo post gharries with several travellers are waiting here, Roads to Mazenan very 

iuisafe, and it is impossible to send jholam out. 














Tehran, December 31, 1912. 
Copy forwarded to His Britannic Majesty's Minister for his information, 


W. KING WooD, 
Director, Porsian Section, 














(6243) No. 240. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hadward Grey.—(Reevived February 10.) 
No. 6.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 3, 1913, 


IN accordance with the instructions contained 
18th ultimo, 1 informed Sirdar Assad on the 
in tho possession of His Majesty's. Governme: 
oon misinformed in the matter of the reported overtures that had been made to 
Sardar-iJang by Sheikh Ghazban, since that chief is not a member of tho Boni Turruf 
tribo, but of the Beni Lam tribe, and as such is a Turkish subject, who was unlikely to 
have beont mixed up in such au affair as an intrigue against the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 

Sardar Assad at once maintained that the information that had reached him was 
perfectly correct, that it was true that Sheikh Ghazban is a Beni nda ‘Turkish 
subject but that ho had led from urkish territory and taken refuge with the Beni 
‘Purruf: | Whilst their guest he had for reasons of his own intrigued so successfully 
‘against the Sheikh of Mobammorah as to induce the entire Beni Turruf and a half of 
throo other Persian Arab tribes to combine in a movemont against him. He had 
thereupon made overtures to the Sardar-ivlang with a view to getting the Bakhtiaris 
to join in an expedition which was intended to destroy the sheikh’s power once for all. 

Sardar-idang passes for being a friend of the sheikh, but presumably the bait 
offered was too alluring, because, Sardar Assad asserts, he was sorely tempted to accept 
tho offer inado by Sheikh Ghachan. On the matter being Drought to the notice of the 
Khans at ‘Tehran, strmgent instructions had been telegraphed to Sardar-iJang, Sardar 
Assad said, ordering him on no account to lend himself to a breach of the peace, but to 
advise the malcontent Arabs to make up their differences with the Sheikh of 
Mohammorah. 


your telegram No. 733 of the 
mber that, from the information 
ald appear that he must have 






















































sd from His Majesty's consul at 

ort that reached me, 
Major Haworth states that the Sheikh of Mohammerah has now heard from the Vali of 
Bussorah that the Mutessarif of Amara has learned that Ghazban has returned to the 
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Beni Lam, to whom he has stated that the Bakhtiari chief, Sardar-i-Jang, has sont him 
an emissary, who made various promises, in order to induce him to co-operate in an. 
attack on the Sheikh of Mohammersh; and that Ghazban, who is once more on good 
terms with the Turkish authorities, had asked for advice as to the nature of the reply 
he should make, and had been told that he should do nothing. 

Tt would, therefore, appear clear that there was some intrigue on foot, of which 
each party accuses the other of being the instigator. As the movement has come to 
naught, ithas but an academic interest, but it unfortunately reveals the fact that the 
good relations believed to have been established between the Bakhtiaris and Sheikh 
Khazal have rotten foundations. For this reason, and because T have been informed 
by His Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah that the arrangement made by Rahim Khan, 
the Bakhtiari emissary, between the Sheikh of Mohammerah and the Bakhtiari khang 
has been repudiated by SardariJang, I impressed very forcibly upon Sardar Assad 
that His Majesty's Government would be extremely ispleased if there was any breach 
of the peace. I urged him to send the strictest injunctions to the khang on the spot to 
make all possible endeavour to settle the questions in dispute amicably. 

Sardar Assad promised me that he would do so, but he took the opportunity to 
complain very bittorly of Sheikh Khazal, who, he said, had become intolerably. over: 
bearing in consequence of his belief that he would have the support of His Majesty's 
Government whatever might happen. He said that his people had no. wish tov fight, 
but that the situation was becoming almost unbearable, because the sheikh would not 
be reasonable, and would only become so if the British’ consuls used their influence 
with him; and he urged that, should it be found impossible to come to an agreement 
ou any specific points, they should be roferred to the arbitration of His Majesty's 
Legation here, in the impartiality of which the khans would havo perfect confidence, 

I replied that I much hoped that it- would be found possible to come to a 
satisfactory arrangement on the spot and that the question of referring disputed points 
here could stand over until occasion demanded its serious consideration, 

‘The arrangement made by Rahim Khan was conditional upon its acceptance and 
ratification by Sardar-iJang, It is most vexatious that he, after consultation with the 
Khans here, has been unable to confirm it; but as it was concluded subject. to his 
approval, Ido not quite agree with His Majesty's consul at Mohammorah that. his 
refusal to do so shows bad faith, even if his negtiatior had his full powors, 

sage tom the information that has reached me from the south, Iam afraid that the 
situation in the Bakhtiari country is far from satisfactory ; that Sardar-iJang appears 
disinclined to undertake the necessary measures to overawo the Kubgeluis ; aud tat 
Amir Mujahid has done nothing at Behbehan to make himself felt, 
Thave, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 




















(6244) No. 241, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received February 10.) 


Wo. 7.) 
Si 





“ Tehran, January 11, 1913, 
THAVE the houour to transuit herewith copy of a despatch which T have received 
from the political resident in the Persian Gulf, forwarding copy of a despateh, from 
His Majesty's vico-consul at Ahwaz, reporting with considerable detail that the Ru 
consulate-general at Ispahan has established a native agont in the district of Chahar 
Mahal Bakhtiaristan, 

Almost simultaneously with the receipt of Sir P, Cox's despatch, my Russian 
colleague asked me who had reported this fact to London, as ho had received an 
snquiry from his Government based upon a communication made by His Majesty's 
Ambassador at St. Potorsburgh upon the subject. Iwas unable to tell hit asl was 
hot then in receipt of Sir P. Cox's despatcl 

M. Poklewski informs me that there must be some tnisunderstanding, as no native 
agent has been appointed by Russia for the district in question, or for any other place 
in Bakhtiaristan, “The question, he said, had beon under consideration for some time, 
pat had now been allowed to drop, because tho Russian consulate-genoral at Ispahan 
had bee unable to find a suitable’ person for the post. 

; added that it was possible that there might be a nowawriter there, but tho 
late acting consul-general, who has just passed through ‘Tehran on his way to Rustin, 
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had assured him that no agent had been appointed, and no reports from the district 
have come under his observation, 
T have informed Sir P. Cox of the above. 
Thave, &c. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 241. 


Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Bushire, November 
AVITH reference to the concluding paragraph of your Pxcellency’s despatch 
No, 100, dated the dth June, 1912, to His Majesty's Foreign Office, I have the honour 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter which I have received from His 
Majesty's viec-consul, Ahwaz, reporting the establishment by the Russian consulate. 
gouordl at Tepatan of a nati agent in the Chahar Mahal district, 
2. Previous instances of specific Russian intorest in Bakhtiari affairs were reported 
by Lieutenant Ranking in his despatches No, 115/20, dated the 20th August, 1910, 
and No, 16/125, dated the 13th October, 1910, regarding the relations of the Zaighams 
gs-Sultanch, Bakhtiari, with the late M. Bogoiavlenski, the Russian consul-general at 
Tspahan, 
1 have sent a copy of this letter, with enclosures, to the Government of India and 
to His Majesty's consul-general, Ispahan, 
Thave, &. 
P. Z COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty 
General for Fars, &e. 


——— 
nclosure 2 in No, 241, 





























Vice-Consul Grey to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz, 


: Alueaz, November 9, 1912. 

T HAVE the honour to report that when in the high country I learnt ‘that the 
Russian consulate-general, Ispalian, has recently established an agent in Chahar Mahal 
who is especially charged to report British activi the Bakhtiari country and the 
movements of British officials and others. ‘This individual is a brother of the Sardar-t 
Jang's munshi—Mirza Mohamed Bakir Khan—and lives at 


halshutar, near Debkurd, 
1t appears that when the Sardar-i-laug was Governor of Yezd in 1910 his Mirza 
ostablished very friendh 


relations with a merchant there who was a Russian subject. 
‘This merchant recommended the munshi to the notice of the Russian consul at Ispahan, 
ywith tho result that the latter approached the Sardar’s munshi with tho proposal that 
he should aceopt the post of Russian agent in Chahar Mahal in return for Russian 
protection, 

‘The munshi agreed to accept the post provided the Russian consul-general obtained 
theSardar’spermission. ‘The Russian consul-general obtained Sardar-ivJang’s sanction, 
and the appointmient was about to be made when the Russian consul-genoral lost. hig 
lifo under the circumstances of which you are avware, 

‘The Sardar-iJang shortly afterwards left for Tehran, and the matter remained 
unsettled until his return to Ispahau in the end of 1911, M, Dolgopoloy had then 
become acting consul-general and again took up the matter, sending his dragoman, 
Mohamed Ibrahim, to seo the munshi and enquire whether he was still willing to 
accept the app ‘The munshi replied that he himsolf no. longer desired to 
accept the post, but that his brother would do so provided the acting consul-general 
would give him written guarantecs regarding the protection he was to receive fren the 
Russian authorities. ‘The dragom: an official reply, explained that the acting 
consul-genoral had no authority to give the wi rrantees asked for, but that they 
would, be provided on the arrival of the permanent incumbent, and that in the 
meantime the present letter would serve as a guarantes, 

On this Mirza Mohamed Bakir's brother left for Chahar Mahal with instructions 
to report all Bakhtiari nows of interest, and especially to watch the movements of 
British officials and other travellers in Bakhtiari country. 






































































































165 


This agent attached one of his 
the latter was recently touring in Chahar Mahal, 
‘The agent has at present no official status, and performs the duties of newenriter 


men to Captain Eckford’s caravan as @ guard when 


only. 











(6246) No. 242, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived February 10.) 


“1 HAVE tho honour to forward to you herewith 00 
officer commanding His Majesty's troops at Shiraz has adc 











question bein 





The ‘other occasions were not malicious 
gers, tribesmen, or riflemen, firing either 
iad hostile intentions or from pure light. 
These can hardly be termed “outrages,” 
heen obtained for any of thoso occurrenose 
ding. | In one cage, the Kavam-ul-Mulk caused! the headman ef ie 
5 in to His Majesty's consulate 
niderstaning, 
The other incidents are normal 


in somewhat 
village respon 
to. apologi 

accepted thi: 













16 to auch fuer 
recognised calls, 
ted villagers 











u 8 miles 
ore passing southward, were 
n. Thy fired at our me 
: j the next day 
xplanations. ‘The Shishbulukis explained that 

dy of armed. men seen approsching, and 
heir hats or their rifles, to show that they’ were 










On another oceasion, two officers were out, shovtiy 
8 miles to the south of the town, 
themselves by firing shots wide of our 
ot have recogniauds The llicors Geng renin force 
into the town, ‘The Governor-General 
in the presence of a ruprosentative ofthe consulate, As 4 
for Tehran that day, I am unable to say whethor the 
there is no reason to suppose that his Excelleney did not 









ig Shiraz 
icted, but 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 
————eeee 


Enclosure 1 in No. 242, 


‘wenant-Colonel Douglas (Commanding 30th K.G.0., Central Initia Hor D 
"Ghief of te Gener nee Meine cage 








Sir, 

LHAVE the honour to forward a d 
attack on a party of the regimont of whi 
death of Captain A. B. Eckford and the 

[1602] 


‘ Shiras, December 19, 1912, 
lotailed report by Major A. M, Kettleweil of the 
ich he was in charge, and which resulted in the 
Joss of nine mules and their loads, 
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1, Major Kettlewell and Captain Eckford had obtained permission from me to go 
to Dasht-i-Arjan, partly with the object of shooting and partly to carry out some survey 
work in that neighbourhood under the superintendence of the lattér officer, who was 
himself a trained surveyor. The larger portion of the regiment have now been in Shiraz 
for more than a year, and owing to the disturbed state of the country and my desire to 
assist the political authorities by avoiding incidents which must necessarily prove 
embarrassing to them, the movements of officers and men have until quite recently been 
strictly confined to within a few miles of the city. 

2, Tn the middle of October a new Governor-General of the province reached here 
from ‘Tehran, and his arrival was immediately followed by a great improvement in the 
scourity of the neighbourhood. The tribesmen had mostly moved down to their winter 

juarters in the plains, and the more lawless elements were, temporarily at least, quiet. 
iho pastigtlar portion of tue raad on which the party were moving had, moreover, been 
taken over by the gendarmes more than a month ago; since then Swedish officers, 
accompanied only by a small escort, had been moving freely over it, and travellers and 
caravans had been unmolested, 

Under these circumstances, I thought I was justified in allowing officers somewhat 
greater latitude in their movements, and consequently sanctioned the expedition which 
tiled so disustrously for the regiment, subject only to the approval of His Majesty's 
consul and the Governor-General of the province. 

43, Since the arrival of the regiment in Persia, little more than a year ago, officers 
and men have been fired at on twelve different occasions, and six of these in 
occurred within 5 miles of Shiraz itself. Iv is, therefore, purely matter of chance that 
there have been no casualties among officers before, In August last Lioutenant 
W, Fraser, while returning home after dark, accompanied by a single orderly, was 
attacked by five armed men within a few hundred yards of the consulate, and escape 
aly by galloping at and through his asailante; bie orderly had a button’ ehot aff his 
coat, the bullet afterwards passing through his sleeve. For none of these outrages has 
say aainfustion been obtained green ace ok 

4, Teanniot sufficiently express my regret that my action in sanctioning this ex 
on haa resulted in Captain Belfonde donth. He wio a mont able and valuable officer, 
who had justly earned the respect and admiration of all ranks. I look upon his death 






































48 serious loss, not only to the regiment, but to the whole Indian army. Tam 
forwarding a copy of this despatch, with enclosure, to His Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran, 


Thave, &o, 
J. A. DOUGLAS. 





Enclosure 2 in No, 
Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


Bushire, January 5, 1913. 


IN continuation of my letter dated the 29th December, I’ enclose a copy of a 








leiter from Major Kettlewell to Major Hevsltt, which the latter fins communicated 
noflcially to me, enclosing a copy of his official report of what happened when Captain 
Bokford was killed, 











Enclosure 3 in No. 242, 
Major Kettlewell to Major Hewlett. 


Shiraz, December 18, 1912. 

T ENCLOSE 4 copy of my official report of what happened when Eckford was 
killed. Will you pleasé send it and this letter on to Daunt when you have read 
them, 

It is cruel to think that the only material damage was done by that one 
unfortunate shot, Eekford was quite unconscious from the first, and the doctor tells 
me that hit as he was through the heart death must have been nearly instantaneous. 

Had it not been for having to look after him T am sure we should have given onr 
assailants, who numbered at least 400 (not all armed), a severe lesson and recovered 
‘our mules, 
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As it was I had to get my party back to Khan-i-Zinian, and expected to have to 





fight my way back, as the Persian officer of gendarmes who turned up at the bridge 
three hours after the show started then told ime that the Khan-i-Zinian poople were 
in it, He contradicted this in the evening. 

‘The statements in Reuters are absolutely false, and we have wired to the 






iter 
to contradict them. The truth is that six gendarmes with Tufangehis from Zinian 
came out long after most. of the show was over. ‘The gendarmes, unfortunately for 
them, came across some of the mounted men who attacked us, Four gendarmes were 
wounded and stripped of their arms and aminunition, and the rest fled, 

These wounded gendarmes say they saw seven badly wounded men earried off by 
the enemy and two wounded horves were caught, s0 they didn't wet off free, 

brought Hekford’s body in here aud hv was buried on Friday, the whole regionent 
and every European in Shiraz being present. 

No time for more, y 












Enelosure 4 in No, 


Report by Major Ketilewell on the Movoments of a Survey Party of the 39th Central 
India Horse marching from KhancicZinian to Daaht-icArjan. on December M1, 
1912. 

(THE party consisted of Major Kettlewell, Captain Kokford, Jomadar Soraiyan 

cluding one surveyor of A squadron, twelve men of B squadton, 
followers, and seventeen baggage mules.) 

nian at 7 Ao, half an hour after a party of about 

150 Persian sarbazes (infantry), who were marching down the road, 

1 told off the twelve men of A squadron to act a8 baggage guard and to reinain 
with the moles, and used the men of B squadron an an advanced guard and for seouting , 

urposes, 

Sr Moving. eal thn enrayanuern dora casita ieee Aguch River Thad scouts out 

on the low hills to the right of the road. ‘These souts had orders to rejoin the party 

ae the bridge. This they did 
Until near the river 1 was accompanied by the Persian officer of gendarmerie with 

two sowars from Khan--Zinian, These then galloped on a-head to visit thoir post at 

the tower on the rest of the Sineh Suid Pass, 

Almost immediately after the gendarmes had left me I sont Jemadar Soraiyan 
Singh and two sowars with orders to trot on to Dasht-i-Arjan, in onler to arrive there 
before the sarbazes and secure accommodation for my men, about which I knew there 
would be some difficulty, 

T then crossed the river, sending two scouts on to a small isolated hill (about 
300 feet high), about 700 yards south-west of the bridge. 

1 then halted on the far bank for ten to fifteen minutes to close up my party before 
entering the strip of thorn and tamarisk jungle, through which the roe passes for 
about 14 miles, 

I started on ayain at about 8 a.st. sending a seout to ride along the ridge (about 
200 feet abiove the road), which rises some 400 yards beyond the isolated hill mentioned 
above. I sent forward two scouts to get up on to the next hill beyond this ridge, and 
two seouts to ride ahead on the roads” he tivo soouta who had hoon on the feet tik 
then rejoined me, and my advanced party then consisted of Captain Kekford, myself 
our four orderlies, and five men of B squadron, At 8:20 a.st. this advanced party had 
got abont 200 yards clear of the strip of jungle, and the leading Daguage mules were 
Jest appeating Out of it when hot fra was opened on un from the ils, 200 yande to 
our lett, The advanced party galloped to get under the shelter of w hill about 
850 yards to the left front, and the four leading inules and four followers joined it here. 
This’ hill is of convex section, 50 that on reaching it we were under cover, All the 
hills uearare thickly covered with serub jangle, so that so far we had soon nothing of our 
attackers. On reaching the foot of this hill we dismounted, and Teaving. two men. with 
our horses began to climb the hill, which was frozen hard and very slippery. We had 
slimbed about 40 vards np the hill, and personally could. still set nothing of the 
enemy, but some of the men must have done so, as they had fired a few shots in return 
to the fire which was fillinu all round us, 

Av this moment Captain Hckford was in the act of taking aim with his revolver 
when he suddenly gave a Jureh and fell. He was a yard away from ie on my left 














































































168 


T went to him and ho gasped out “ they have hit me,” and after that became quite 
wba ous T left two men with him, and his servant who was down below eanss up 
to him. 

T then with three remaining men moved a little higher up, and towanis the east 
igo of the spur on which wo then were, I gould then (toress x wooded ravies shat, 
Ta uf into hills) see some of the enemy on the hill on tho oppeaite side (thie gee are 
se ofits ilge along which I had sent my scout), and as {reached the mize tees 
fom 180 to 200 of the enemy rush out from the bottom of the ravine end coos Aiea 
80 parde of open ground and disappear into the jungle beyoud. ‘The feat fifty or so 
of these men had rifles, the remainiue ‘appenred to be tare 

yaad the men with ime fred at them, but T eould not seo whether any of them 
were hit, 


see one or two of th 
river, Shots were still bei id My 
object now was to try and colle en and to remove Captain Eckford. 
T wont back to him and foun inconscious, but he seemed to still 
be breathing. d put on a horse in front of one of 
the men, and retirement, with orders to rejoin 
‘bout 400 yards clear, I proceeded with the mules and 
madae wrote to the right (north) bank of the river. On the way T-woa 
Joined by Jemudar Soruiyan Singh and the two men who hed gore en the keee 
He reported to mo that he had overtaken the Persian sarkazne aloo ho way up to 
the tower on. the top of the Sineh-Safid Pass (some 2 miles ahead) ; he hel then 
hoard the firing. Ho asked the Persian officer of the motets return, which 
he rofuied to-do, and he himsal thea eet At a gallop along the bed of the 
river, 

a 1 approched the right bank of the river one of the men of A squadron 
geileped up 2 me aud roported that his party with some followers ond ache on 
Finite aheed. 1 joined them and found that oue eyco and seven! tore 
‘missing ; sowar Pooran’ Singh (the scout I had sent on to the ridge when T left the 
{npr afer halting) was also reported to be missing, but wns shorty aeons ots reported 
to be present, a 

Having eollected my party I placed the followers, left horse and ‘mule in charge of 
jamndar Soraiyan Singh, with orders to keep well midor the lee lwakuraly cee ‘and 
level with me; here they, wore abvolutely unider cover from the ror ci had a certain 
Fr eM beat on ealttent from view on the south, aforded by w line of tatmarske cee 
in the bed of the tiver, 

a gcauntty to the north consists of low-rolling hilla for soveral miles, with w few 
pushes here and thero on them, but tho. watereotmes whieh ven ite the river are 
fairly thickly covered with serub, 

T moved along these hills with my mon in two secti ons, sending these sections 
(orward alternately, and thus reached the road just beyon bridge at 11°20 sate 
eae Stuy J ave bout fifteen wo twenty mounted met on a ride ate ope yards 
to the north and several men on foot in the ravines nearee ty me with whom I exchanged 
HON Aud say ab bet ono of' them hit, Taleo saw Afty or aaty wom woe on 
the bridge, but could not ascertain who they were. Th nally d 
Desultory shots were being fired most of the tite from the tale et 
Iran, tee Horsemen moving aloug the hill rom the direstion ofthe Seu Sugg Pass, 
Thoso after a time T recognised to be Persian, gentlarme ring the bridge 
T saw thirty or forty men, some of them with niles il 400 yards in front 
about teat preparing to fre on them when they disappeared. Shore wan teat 

hnien appeared. sand T went up to them, 'They were men 

inlaw, and the telegraph hula was with them. Dirvetly ahor net 
Horses had crossed the bride Twas joined by the Persie caiece idarmerie. 
Pa fold tue that he had had three or four meu wounded, and sales oo oe help to 
bring them in, but took some of the vil ns and riflemen from the illage to do this, 
mea ih went off, and T did not see him again till about 3 var, Tweet 
Hogan moveds with seouts ont on the hills to the north, tuck to the eae ey 
Rhan-i-Zinian, 
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On reachin, horses had been shot through the 
if 1, and one 


consistin 
Svea 


were robbed and their 

the river T saw a few 

bank. They had disa 

going out oF comin, 

few charvardars 

gonneeted ty telephone to th 
Shiraz, but 


aa T could ascertain thes bad { is 
river. ‘They had been stri ‘was workin 
Tek along the left bank of party who had attacked 
me. They had then el 

Defterdar Mohan 
guard, states ;— 


As soon as fring started, the ayeos having fled, T collected my men gud tried to 
drive the mules into shelter, but Twas almost immediately surrounded by about 100 
tribesmen, who came rushing down the hill and seized some of the mulos,” Fifteen to 
Srey orsemen also came up from behind, T then, with what muloyT eould get hold 
Te aol my men across the river, As T was moving sereas about thirty {0 forty 
horsemen came out. from the opposite bank, T got my wen on to n. small Fal on the, 
other side of the river and opened Gro on tho eneiny, acme of whom tried to make ne 
Greek on ane with the object of carrying off the mules I had with mo, bu they were 
driven back by my fire. ‘They then'went off up a ravine towards the north, aud Wore 

ily followed by the others whe had fret ceed vi mules, I saw them carry off 

four mon who had been het They carried off about fourteen mul altogether, ke, avout 
Fremore than they had got from me. Tan no other mules anywhere in the nojghe 
bourhood. A short time after they had gone off T was joined by you, 





(6247) No, 243, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—{Recoived February 10,) 

(No. 10.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 18, 1913, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 17 of tho 12th instant, I have the hokonr 
to transmit herewith copy of « précis of a verbal conn n made to me by the 
Ala-us-Sultaneh, then Minister for Foreign. Affirs, 0 me day, upon the subject 
of the measures that. the Persian Government are desirous of takvig to. re-establ ish 
Cider in the south, guarantee the security of the trade routes and eventually punish 
those guilty of the attack on Mr. Consul ‘Smart in December 1911, of the murder of 
Captain Eektord on the 11th December, 1912, and of various other outrages, ‘The 
document in question, which was handed to me by Alaus-Sultanch at the cotilusion of 
Fanceat creation, was dravn up in English at the Foreign Office, and contains a fairly 
fui gummary of what his flighuos aaid to me, Teva aie ae honour to enolo 
a cory of programme drawn up by the Swedish colonel commanding the gendarme, 
showing the strength of the foree it i proposed to maintain on the Ispahan-Bushi 
road from Yezdikhast to the latter place, and the estimated coat of its madntenanioe™ 

Sultanch Inid etress upon the fact that the season of the yenr had made 

pessble for the Governor-General to take effective punitive ineasures, but, he 
pinged out that active preparations aro being mad, aid that it is seriously hoped that 
Xt will be found possible to take some decisive uetion noxt epring, 


* Not printed, 
[16027 
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aig, Persian Government are, however, he added, seriously desirous, not only to 
punish those actually guilty of outrages, but also to re-establish order and security on 
the southern trude routes. For this purpose he recommended the programme drawn, 
Hey, Colonel Hjalmatson to my earnest consideration in the hope that 1 would submit 
the same to you, Sir, in such a manner as would ensure its fivourable receptio 

His Highness added that the Persian Government have unfortunately no means 
‘at their disposal to meet the heavy expenses that. must be incurred in the carrying out 
of this scheme, and, with some hesitation, he expressed a hope that His Majesty's 
Government might see fit, to advance the’ money: required for the porpose, namely, 
350,001, to the Persian Government under such guarantees as might be considerol 
desirable that the money would be devoted to that and no other purpose. Te would 
tot be necessary, he said, for the whole sum to be advanced at once, but it was essential 
for the satisfactory execution of the scheme that the Persian Government eould rest 
‘ussured that the money would be fortheoming when wanted 

Th conclusion, ATa-us-Sultanch exp 
Government would once more show for! 


said that 
whieh contained many hard things abou foreshadow the despatch 
of a inlitary expedition, and he asked if the “Times” now expressed the. views of Hig 
Majesty's Government, a 

T replied that 1 was not yet in possession of the decision that had ben come to on 
this queation if, indeed, any tind actually beon taken, hut T said that it was improbable 
that the 4” would hiave learned the determination of His Majesty's Government 
before T Had bewn officially informed of the same, [ took occasion to hint that I hed 
hourd that th Govertior-Ceneral of Fars wos still uncertain ns to who werw the reat 
fudhors of th outrage that had cost Captain Kelfird his life, and that his Excollency 
had telegraphed to the Bakhtiari khans suggesting that the rejected movement on 
the part of the Bakhtiaris against the Boor abmadis should be stayed until foe 
(Mukhber Sultaneh) was in possession of more defi te information. said that it 
would be a pity to run the risk of atin warfure that might have far- 
reaching conseuncss unleas on was quite sure of oud ground, As discreetly as 


possible I hinted that the Bakhtiaris eajoy an unenviable reputation for pillage and 


rapine when on military service, I was eareful not to afford a loophole for it to-te said 
in the future that we } n the Persian Government to make use of the only 
punitive foreo in their possession, and that they bad consequently been unable £2 
the reparation that they had been desirous of making. I ‘understand. ror 
aside sources that the local Bakhtiari hans, who would taturally bo ealled upon 
to Tend a foreo against the Boer abmadis havo at once demanded large sums of money, 
as was to be anticipated, from the Government to meet the cost of the rummred 
expedition, 
rr, Hecidedly of opinion that the only force that ean hope to restore any 
permanent ordor in Bars is the gendarmerie, “Their record in the south haw not a he 
esi var enctas Sey SNRLU Tee te Home in mind that the young officers 
lover! at Shira, Inve hud to compete singleshanded against the opposttion and 
intrigues of the local authorities without having the visible support of the to legations 
and of the Central Government, as has been the case at Tehran, 
Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
a 
Enolosure 1 in No, 243. 


Précis of a Verbal Communication made by the Ala-ua-Sultaneh to Sir W. Townley. 


MY Government, realising the all-importaut necessity of improving public security 
and maintaining orderon the trade routes, are most anxious that tp. gendarmera 
ieenieation, cntrusted to the Swedish offers, and to which much attention and money 
have already beon devoted, should be enabled to develop more rapidly, 

Having consulted our military and financial advisers, it is manifest that our best 
efforts in this direction are complotely paralysed by the embarrassed. state of oat 
finances. 

On'the other hand, the recent unfortunate incident near Dasht-i-Axjin, where a 


7 


expedition, 

once and for all the burning 

ough the season of the year 

n, Measures are already being taken bythe 

authorities to punish the responsible tribe, and 

well-trained and equipped, will be sent out early in 

convoy of arms and ammunition, including Maxiun 

fs » will shortly be escorted from Bushire to the game 


ty. 

We feel, however, that in order to achieve complete success and arrive move 
GAH at a permanent state of ealm and tranquility, eis mpaecve we ie present 
Che chery the fond, to orgunide, in uddition to fixed poste of vendirres patrolling 
the highways, detachments of flying’ columns, stationed th teaseee important centres, 

cain Caucentrated at any given moment as pomerfil striking fore 

Having Jarticuanly in view the speedy improvement of cok ss the south, 
Te hive apstored of w scheme drayva up. by’ Colonel Usmacer ey instractor of 
fig gendarmerie, of which a copy hs boon haded to yout Exeelloney, fixing the annual 
budget of expenses for the immediate necessities of Ron, 

T now, therefore, have recourse to your Exeelleney's 
yer aaginment of 350,001 (to be reimbursed by the fig lorn ohicy shortly. bo 
Panag) of whieh only achalf will immediately be requited, thin ves een sot aside 
by the treasuror-general of Persia at the complete dinette Cteet Fjalmarson, and 
ately alloted fo the sequent of public security in Kars for a period of threo 

ars, during which the above scheine cuuld be stondild 4 isfuctorily cartied 
Without lets Malta whatsoover, sg mister ois 
rely upon the friendly feelings of your Hxcelloney for Persia to put the above 
Casta favourable light before your Govornment and to nese strongly as 
the only DracHeable and sure means of improving the situation and of avoiding the vor 
serious complications which rt ure would most y er 
to the eution of both Britis Seabees ental 


January 11, 191 


good offices for an advance by 


Enclosure 2 in No, 24; 
M. Hjalmarson to Sir W 


M. le Ministre, Tédéran, le 9 janvier, 
POUR faire suite a la conversa ion que votre Excellence 
dernier, jai Thonneur de vous transinetie le copies o 
la création de forces vo les de gendarmeri 
'8l'époque od jo me suia ooo songé exclusive. 
Ia route Bouchire eniikhast. in ou To temp de 
© provinee ; et j do renseignements 
ts pour pouvoir dresser maintenai précis de l'organisation de la 
sgnudarmerte dans cos Fein Mheuro actuolnde are nercs 
rojets voulus, 
Excellence que des mitruillouses ot 
eer Se trouver 


He.profite de Yoceasion your rapporter dgalement & votew Excellence que Veffectit 

des hommes devant aller A Chiraz au printempe eat complet ; les deux. tiers des 

chevauux ont Agi été nchetés.. Las exerices avec los nouvelleg erent commences ; 

dealer ain, 1 mouter les mitrailleuses, eles exercices aver xs meme conmenceront 

également dans quelques jours, 
we Veuiller, &, 

Te Chef-Instructour de la Gendarmerio gouvernementale, 


HJALMARSON. 
———— 
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Enelosure 3 in No. 243, 
M. Hjalmarson to the Minister of the Interior. 


M, le Ministre, Téhéran, le 8 djady, 1331 (89 décembre, 1912). 
DBS le 12 novembre, 1911 (20 zi-uhadeh, 1820), ja 6u Vhonnour de transmettre 

au Ministre de lintérieur un projet organisation des forces constituées en vue de 

rétablir et de maintenir Vorder et la sécurité dans le pays. J'ai propose Vorganisation : 


1.) Diun réseau fixe de gendarmerie, et 
2.) De corps mobiles de gendarmerie, 


Paree que le Miniatdre de l'Tntérieur & cette époque miindiquait que seulement des 
sommes tres restreintes pouvaient étre mises A ma disposition, il m'a été impossible de 
proeéder immédiatement et simultanément & Vorganisation d'un réseau fixe et de corps 
mobile de gendarmerie, Je dois reconnattre dailleurs que dans les régidus od celle-ci 
fut tout Gubord!installdo—eur low. routse Tshéran-Ghome et ‘Téhéran-Kazvine—In 
néeosit dle constituer un corps snotile ne gest pas fait sentir tila été pase dy 
installer directement le réseau, Cependant, ila fallu de temps & autre réunir différent 
potites unités—deja distribuées sur la longueur du réseau—pour mener certaines 
entrgprises en dautres termes, i fagnait dj de eonstituerprovissirement des corps 
mobiles, 

Mais quand 6 de m'ocouper de la route Kazvine-Hamadan je me suis 
ite apereu quil Gtait indispensable de eréer un corps mobile dont Yaction devait 
préeéder Vinstallation du réseau, Cependant, ne disposant pas dun tel corps, j'ai da 
utiliser & cot effet les forces destindes. précisément & constituer le réseau; minis les 
inconvénients de cv mode d'action n'ont pas tardé ise présenter. 

Le premier réle du corps mobile est de nettoyer en quelque sorte le terrain par le 
moyen do rafles, ot Ie réseau de gendarmerie doit étre sur ses talons pour garder ce que 
es eorps mobile u gagnd Dans quelques regions ob Ton pout attend, 8 des révoles 
ec ts eee eae dele nent of ness al V’soul eam los fare a Pepe 
mobile doit aussi Gtre prot & donner son. assistance, 

Sur la route Kazvine-Hamadane plusieurs rafles furent faites, mais comme il n'y 


avait pas do gendatmes pour inatallerimméiistezent To réxea lop résultats ne Forent 


que tr peu satafsants ot ce nfet que ces derniers temps, aprls avoir pu gunstituer un 
corps mobile provisoire composé non pas seulement de gendar is aussi de cavaliors 
de certaines tribus, que nous avons obtenu des résultats suf it bons pour nous 
faire espérer darriver au but. 

‘Les dyénements et In situation dans In provinee de Fars ont clairement démonteé 
que la, force prévue pour le réseau de gendarmerie ne suflit pas pour apporter la 
tranquillité & cette province, mais qu’il faut absolument un corps mobile spécial pour 
‘river & Vinstallation do ce réseau, Jai aussi prévu cette néeessité, et il n'y a que pour 
Jee raisons que j'ai données plus haut que je ne me suis oceupé jusqu'ici que de la 
gendarmerie de réseau, ct que tous les projéts Worganisation en cours d’exéoution ne 
Visent quia cela, 

‘Le corps mobile de Bars ne doit pas étre ramassé dans un seul endroit, mais bien 
plutdt lui aussi offrir des détachements en garnison dans les places les plus importantes, 
quitte 2 cos troupes disseminges de se joindre et de se réunir en cas de besoin, pourdes 
expdditions, par exemple, ou pour tout autre objet. 

Comme telles places je propose 


Bouchire, 
Borazjoun, 
Kazoroun, 
Chiraz, 
Dehbid, 
Yozdikhact, 


Suivant le terrain et certaines circonstances, ces garnisons doivent étre composées 
de différentes fagons : 

A Bouchireon aura besoin de gendarmes pour un service séilentaire, pour des 
‘expéditions aussi et pour le service des routes. Ainsi cette force doit étre composée de 
xeuidarmas & cheval et de gendarmes \ pied, Vul'importance de cette place, on doit 
donner encore a cette force des mitrailleuses, 
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La force en garnison 4 Borazdjoun devra surtout assurer le service des routes; 
done elle doit étre composée de cavaliers, iy 

Les forces de Kazeroun auront pour rile de faire des expéditions et du'serviee sur 
les routes; cependant, ce district est assez. dangereux et l'on ne peut toujours se servir 
avantageusement de chevaux. Pour ces raisons la troupe iei doit étre assez forte et 
composée de gendarmes A cheval et a pied ; elle doit méme avoir des mitrailleuses, 

A Chiraz le plus gros détachement devra rester en garnison, Cette force sora 
destinée ’ des expéditions, au service des routes et aussi dun service sédentaire dans la 
ville, | Elle doit étre done composée de gendarmes A pied et & cheval et muni de 
mitrailleuses. La gendarmerie y dispose ga de pices d'artillerie de montagne qu'elle 
doit utiliser. 

Les forces de Dehbid et Yezdikhast ont surtout. pour but de faire des expéditions. 


Elles doivent done tre composées de gendarmes 2 cheval. Dehbid j 
Filles doivent done étre composées de gondarines & cheval. Pour Dehbid je propose 


Diaprés ceci, je propose organisation et la répartition suivantes de ees forces :— 





Forces Hommes. | Chevanx. 





Bovine se | Lommpamiei ped | 181 
(chetstioa @adt major" | compas kSheeal 12) 18h 
| 1seclondemitatiousen::) "35 
Borazdjoun compagnie b cheval, 
Kaveroun +] tomate 
1 compass cheval 
1 secton de teiltses 


Chiras eee 
(chef-tiou d'état-major), 
L compagnie cheval. 


1 section de saitraillouses * 


Yendikinst .. —..) 1 omyagaio 
Deux états-majors ‘iho : 18 











(Boit en tout une force do1,796 hommes, 1,085 chevaux, 6 mitrallousen, et 2 pidcos 
<Tartilere de outage.) 
rout les détails de cette organisation, les dépenses ordinaires et extraordinaires 
(elles-ci ne se renouvelleront pas), voir les budgets ci-joints, d'aprdxs leaquels. les 
\épenses annuelles pour Ia force proposée se montent a 4,827,955 krans; et les dépenses 
extraordinaires, qui ne so renouvelleront pas, i 2,477,600 krans. Outre ces dépontses, il 
fant penser celles qui éulteront de la restitution des munitions usées,  Malheureiae- 
‘ment, je ne suis pas A méme de faire des ealeuls exacts sur oe point; mais en supposant 
{une consommation de 500 eartouches par carabine, 100,000 pour chaque mitrallouse, ot 
50 pour chaque pistolet, on arrive A un beaoin do 1,000,000 de cartouchos pour Tes 
farabines, $00,000 pour les mitrailleuses et 90,000 pour les pistolets ; ee qui auigmento 
Hep agpenses snnuelles, & partir de Ia deuxitme année, d'une ‘somme denviron 
I est évident qu’aprés que Ja route Bouchire-Chiraz-Yerdikhast ot que la régi 
que travenie cette route seront rendues& la tranquillté de fagon que Te eeaeaie 
gendarmerie puisse assurer & lui seul la sécurité, eette force pourra tro utilisée aur los 
autres routes de Fars pour préparer le cheinin au régent de gendarmerie qui dovea.y 
Tan Cette giothagatt Parviewdra de cette fagon & rétablir Pordre ot ta tnunquildé 
{1602} 


Ose 
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Hoccasi votre Excellence que j'ai proposé une 
Je profite de Voceasion pour rappeler 3 votre Exeellenc: poss un 
onganisation do gendarmerie sur la route Ghdme-Ispahan-Yeadikbast t que Je Yous a 
reins le projet et le budget de cette organisation. ; 
ao ice mottant, ome atin pormia do faire observer a votro Excellence eombien 
cette orgunaation renforcratindirestementla gendarmerie de Fars 
Si votre Excellones approuve cot projets, je la prie de, vouloir bien prendre 
Jes mesures utiles pour mettre les fonds nécessaires 2 ma disposition, afin que Vorg: 


tion puisse dtro commencés, Sen 


ie gou entale, 
{Le Chof-Instructour de la Gendarmerie gouvernementale, 





Pour copie conforme : 
M, DeMonony, 





16249) No, 244. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Béward Grey—(Received February 10.) 





hee Tehran, January 22, 1913. 
THAYE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Porsia for the four weeks ending this day. 





have, &c. 
These TRUDE TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 244, 


Summary of Beents in Persia for four weeks ending January 22, 1913. 





Tehran, 


i tanch 

‘The Cabinet. —Alter considerable difficulty and frequent delays Ala-es-Sul 

hap at longa sucooned a fovmeng,  Miiatey.. Hl Cabinet, whichis eomposed as 
follows, was presented to the Shalt on the 18th January 


Prime Minister, Ala-es-Sultaneh, 
Minister of the Interior, Ain-ed-Dowleh. 

ister for Foreign Affairs, Vossuk-ed-Dowleh. 

ister of War, Mustauti-ul-Mamalek, 

fer of Finance, Kawam-es-Sultaneh. 

Minister of Commerce, Motamen-ul-Mulk. . 
Minister of Education, Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

Minister of Justice, Momtaz-ed-Dowleh. 

Minister of Posts, Musteshar-ed-Dovle! 


‘Phe Regent signified his approval by telegraph during the week. 































‘The ‘Preasurcr-General—M. Mornard was made the object of an_ unruly 
domcustratign on the Sith December, Boing summoned by toletbone to the house of 
the Primo Minister, he found himself surrounded by a crowd of menacing Bakhtiaris 
who demand the settlement of thelr arrears of pay, | Not content with eommination, 

he is assaulted M. Mornard’s personal servants. 
aaa ta aioe oe with tho al of io to legatious slifacorly arranged. 











i ral strik fice was declared on the 17th January. 
‘The Police.—A general strike of the police was declare: 
Gomo disturbaco ensued as result of an attempt by the strikers to force. the 
gendarmes to join their ranks, A sum of money was subsequently paid to them on 
‘account of their arrears of salary, 





The Hlectoral Lav.—The [lectoral Law Committee has decided that to possess a 
Mabou ust have vested intorests to the value of 100%. and pay'a tax of 10s. a-year. 
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Resht, 


Peace has temporarily been restored in the Talesh district, pardons having been 
granted to sundry local chiefs by the Russian consul. It is reported that a large tract 
of forest property in the district has since passed into the hands of the Russian timber 
monopolist, Khustarian, 

‘The greater part of the regions of Labijan and Langarud havo been mortgaged 
to a Russian subject for 40,0001 ; several other purchases of landed property by 
Russians are also notified. 

Herr Haase, German military instructor to the Persian Government, arrived from 
Europe on the 31st December with war material, including several Maxims for the 
gendarmerie. 

A contract has been signed with Khustarian for a service of motor cars on the 
Resht-Tehran road. It is expected that the service will be inaugurated in six months, 





Astarabad, 

Russian troops now quartered in the governor's house number 250 men with 4 
guns, 

Salar-ed-Dowleh returned to Khoja Nefas about the 12th January, 


Meshed. 


Prince Dabija returned to his post on the 30th December. 
Colonel Vrgornivzk, tho new Ression military attaché at Seistan, reached Meshod 
on the 27th December, 
On the 14th December tho Sanitary Council unanimously declared that ae 
Afghanistan and Khorassan were free of plague the quarantine should be abolished, 


No action has however been taken by the Russian authorities, and the quarantine is 
still maintained. 


Seistan, 


Major Prideaux, His Majesty's consul, arrived on the 26th November, 

An agitation has beon in progress at Birjand against the revenue officials, His 
Majesty's vice-consul at that town reports that the local director is a man of low origin 
and has been employing the scum of Birjand as his officials, 






Kerman, 


Major Lorimer, His Majesty's consul, arrived on the 10th January, 

‘The expedition sent against Sirjan by the Governor-General returned to Kerman 
on the 8th December. From reports received it appears that the Bakhtiari irregulars 
indulged without restraint in plunder and rapine, razing villages and subjecting tho 
inhabitants to the grossest indignities. 

‘The Governor-General has abandoned his intention of visiting Persian Baluchistan 
‘on account of lack of funds, 


Sardar Said Khan and Nawab Khan Baluch are preparing to wage war, 








Shiraz, 


M, Stas, financial agent of the Persian Government, arrived on the Lth January. 

‘The Darya Begi reached Borasjun on the 4th January, and. visited the local khans 
with a view to raising men to assist the gendarmerie in escorting to Shiraz a largo 
caravan of arms and ammunition which have arrived at Bushire from Europe for the 
fendarmerie. | His efforts appear to have been unsueressful. Major Siefvert has, 

jowover, decided not to attempt to bring up the caravan for the present, 

Several road robberies are reported from Kazerun, and the road guards at Tangi 
‘Turkan are still extorting heavy tolls from passing caravans, tampering with the londs, 
and molesting travellers. 

On the 22nd December, Mahommed Ali Khan Kashkuli attacked and took a 


village near Kazerun. In the fighting which took place about thirty mon were killed 
‘on both sides. 










































176 


Tspakan. 


Sardar-i-Zaffar left for Tehran and Europe on the 29th December, and Amir-i- 
Jang (a son. of Sardar Assad) took up the Governorship in the absence of Sardar 


Ashj - 

"Tiere has been a marked improvement during the past month in the condition of 
the towa. Contributions have heen coming in to the Revenue Administration in a 
satisfactory manner, and excellent relations exist between the deputy governor and the 
financial agent. : 

Caravans have been passing on the Ispahan-Shiraz road. ‘The present safe 
conditions may however be attributed to the inclement weather recently experienced, 
which has driven the marauding bands off the road. f 

Reports from Abadeh show that the Governor-General of Fars is in nogot 
with the Boir Ahmadi chiefs, who came into that town with a view to concluding an 
arrangement with them for the patrolling of a portion of the road between Abadeh and 
Aminabad. 























Yead, 


Complaints continue to be made of the rapacity of the Bakhtiari Governor, Sardar 
Fatteh, 

‘Tho expedition sent against Marvas appears to have met with little success. ‘Tivo 
hundred reinforcoments left for the district on the 7th January. 

Tix Majesty's British acting consul reports that a feature of the past year has been 
the scarcity of caravang arriving from Bunder-Abbas, Merchandise from the north is 
gradually replacing British goods in the market. 





Kermanshah. 





‘The Sinjabi headman, Samsam-ul-Mamalek, has for long been engaged in 
comenting his alliances with the local tribes through marriage and intrigue to 
complote a confederation of all the Kermanshah tribes against the Kalhors, ‘The 
confederation in question was started early last year, and has since exercised @ con: 
siderable influence on the trend of local politics, {t would now appear that the allied 
tribes consider themselves strong enough to commence hostilities, and His Majesty's 
consul is of opinion that the Kalhors will be unable to resist their forces. Samsam-ul- 
Manalek has associated several notorious outlaws with the league, among whom one, 
Mahinud Khan, Governor of Risitun, upon whose establishment on the Bagdad 
road, in the event of the victory’ of the Sinjabis, Mr. McDouall looks with 
apprelionsion. e 

Farman Farma remains in the town, but repudiates all the responsibilities of an 
official position there. ‘ 

‘he ‘Turkish consulate escort left for Bagbad in November, and the consulate has 
now no escort. 

‘The roads on all side 
‘Tho policing of the Hamadan road has be 
notorious brigands in Kurdistan. 


























being forwarded. 
ind tribe, the most 


 vory unsafe and little merchandis 
entrusted to the Kak 








Bushire. 


Barly in November the Kalantar of Bushire, who throughout his ten years’ tenure 
of tho office has shown himself continuously obstructive and hostile to British interests, 
‘vay arrested by the Governor-General, An agitation for his release was started by his 
supporters, intrigue failed, wo armed parties were sent out to entrench 
themselves on the Shiraz road outside Bushire. ‘They there held up all traffic for 
several days, AS a sproad of these disturbances was feared, His Majesty's consul- 
general proposed to jesty’s Minister that British troops should be used to clear 
tho road. In the meantime, However, the governor's men succeeded in cutting the 
insurgents off from their supplies and in inducing them to withdraw. 























Alneas. 


Reports from Behbehan show that beyond collecting large sums of money from 
the town Amir-i-Mujahid has accomplished nothing. His Majesty's consul. states 
that it cannot now be hoped that he will gain any control over the Kubgilui tribe. 




















Viz 


Difficulties have been created by an attempt of his Excellency to get i 

the reventies of the Lirawi distriets which ae not. under his juredicticn, The Shek, 
of Mohammerah has, a8 a consequence, threatened to withdraw his support froin the 
Mohammerah. 


Amir Khan, a British Indian subject, has be i i 
for Arabistan, and arrives from Tehran at tho end of Noses, erect OF finance 


COLERIDGE KENNARD, 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Pebruary 10.) 
(80.13. Confidential 








te * Tehran, January V7, 1913, 
THE news was received yesterday that the Regent had approved. byt 
the Cabinet formed by Als-esSultanch, who acted as Minhster he Porsigg Ai 
the last administration, ‘Thus an end has at last been put to a stato of ministerial 
uneasiness, amounting almost to. crisis, that has lasted ‘ever since Saad-ed-Dowleh 
retumed to Persia siore than three months ago. ‘Thie protracted period of ansiaty 
has had a deplorable effect upon the country, and caused almost eompleve stugnatica 
in the conduct of public affairs, internal and foreign, Despite tho strongest pressure, 
no Minister would consent: to take any initiative step, fearing leat he might cease to 
form part of the Cubinet in few days, and find himself blamed by hie country and bis 
fuceseor for aston that he would Have no ebance of vindicating, 
s long as there seemed some possibility of Saad-l-Dowleh forming a Cabi 
my Russian colleague and I worked int complete unison ia our evdearore G eae 
unoficially in collecting good men round him, “When it besarte elt that he oe tt 
hot succeed in his task, except by the use of measures that neither Governmont was 
disposed to sanction, the situation beeame in the highest degeeo complicated, Tt 
was abundantly clear that the entire country was thoronghly tied of the rule ofthe 




















Bakhtiaris, who are openly accused of having merely sought to enrich th 
, ly ving mn 4 iinsel 

relations at tho expense of the State aud the people. No public man, howenec 
seemed disposed to come forwnrd and save the situation, and the prominent. mon 


who had bound thenselves together to resist what was looked upoh i 
calamity, in the person of Sand-ed-Dowlol, bogan to turn once more to thelr aaa 
ambitions and private spite, in total forgetfuliess of the country's erying’ need of theft 
A further element of their uncertainty was imported into. th 
fact that the Russian Minister, under instrustions fhm St, Pers 
forward wholeheartedly with advice. This attitude of my 


heartedly Russinn colleague caused 
many prospective Ministers to hesitate, and_ politic ed th 
fang peer re Miitn t politicians asked themselves whether 0. 


0 1». Russia's: good-will, knowing, ful 

contrary meant failure for the future administration, "Moron, ieee othe 
Seliowed that the Russian Governmental ‘ished for a Cabinet under Sead-ed-Dowleh 
and that they, perhaps, hoped that he would yet be calle ve it be found 
imposible to form aa OE lice saselaneeas RC TIOE Hes 

fy advico was at this timo repeatedly sought by the then Primo Mi 

Samsuin-es-Sultanch, by various members of he Cal ea by numbers lt fe 
Seving that the state of the country was rapidly becoming very serious, and realising 
Hat large popular niovement against tho so-called Bakhtin! Cabinct, might break out 
any day, T decided to advise Samsam-es-Sultanch as a friend, and taking it clear that 
Ispoke only in my own name and not in that of His Majesty's Government, of of you 
Sir, to resign, and to suggest to Ala-es-Sultaneh to form a Cubinet, I at the ening 
time told the Minister for Foreign Affairs that I was personally of opinion that 
Persia was nearing a most dangerous crisis, and that he appeared to me to be the ove 
than who could o eonelite all parties ag to Wweure the co-operation of all the best mien 
of the day. 

Ala-es-Sultanch hesitated considerably at first. about taking the sto ested, 
and expressed a strong preference for Teta ‘ing the portfolio of Forei er gare 
some other leader. | When, however, His Highness realised that it was improbable thet 
Ben but, i IF could succeed ‘in forming such a representative Cabinet as the 

2 22 


ie situation by the 
th, no longer caine 
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situation demanded, and after satisfying himself that he would have the support of 
Russia, he decided to undertake the task. From the first he found it no easy one, as 
hhe was determined to have a really yood Cabinet or none at all. He first assured 
himself of the collaboration of Ain-ed-Dowleh, who expressed his readiness to take 
office provided that Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek and Vossugh-ud-Dowleh also entered, On 
approaching the former statesman he found that his co-operation depended upon the 
inclusion of Motamen-ul-Mulk and Mushir-ed-Dowleh in the Cabinet. Ala. -Sultaneh 
had no objection to seeking the help of the wo brothers, but he realised that the 
forge of the: to would attach conditions that Tt orould be alae impossible far him 
to accede to. 

Such proved to be the case, and Motamen-ul-Mulk at. once put forward a pro- 
gressive programme, copy of which is enclosed, for the execution of whieh he e 
that a loan of about #,500,0001. would be necessary, on which the two Go 
would have to advance 00,0001. or 600,000/,, half for the gendarmerie and half to 
satisfy certain. requireme ‘administration, and to commence a scheme for the 
conversion of the pensions. At this juncture Als-es-Sultanch addressed himself to me, 
and asked me to see Motamen-ul-Mulk and explain to him the chances of « future loan, 
‘ind to urge him to join the Cabinet, 5 

Tdid’s0, and pointed out to, the late president of the Medjliss that although it was 
of course impossible fon me to give hin any formal assurances that a large loan would 
he made, of that the two Governments would consent to make such a considerable 
advance is he required upon the signature of the railway concession, I felt that I could 
assure him that the formation of « strong Cabinet, such as was in contemplation, would 
pearly welcomed by, and gould count upon the hearty support of His Majesty 
Government, 1 added that there were signs that the conclusion of a large los 
‘was niewrer at the present moment than had been the ease for a long time, and that 
T had reson to hope that the two Governments would be able to see their way to 
making a substantial advance upon the same as soon as the conditions attached had 
been complied with by the Persian Government. 

[Ast foued Motaatensul-Mule ail sonevbat undeeiled spoke ta, him very 
frankly, telling him that, from what T had heard, the formation of the Cabinet, or the 
failure of Alaces-Sultanch’s elforts to form one,’ depended almost entirely upon 
sinico the sequence of conditiofs made by men who had consented to enter the Cabinet 


would be broken by his refusal to join. 1 suid that there must always be some risk 
attaching toa publi fe, and 1 pomted to the patriotism of Ala-es-Sultaneh, who at 
his advanced age had not shrunk’ from a task which none knew better than his Highness 
was ittended by innumerable difficulties, I showed him that the situation in Azerbx 
ENON Ss revolutionary, aud I warned hi 
part: might be attended by pnsequen 

if 


of the north, because the attitude of His Majesty's Government in 
murder of Captain Eoktord must surely be largely dependent upon the amount of 
confidence they could place in the new Cabinet. 2 

An examination of the progressive programme drawn up by Motamen-ul-Mulk will 
show that it deals entirely with the internal situation, and contains three cardinal 
conditions: the better and more thorough organisation of the gendarmerie, by which 
he hopes order may be secured in the country ya scheme for the abolition of the 
existing pensions system by means of a very! arbitrary conversion scheme based upon 
three yeurs’ purchase ; and the institution Of public works in various towns, under 
the guidance of foreign advisers, which shall seve the purpose of providing work for 
the lange unemployed: class that has existed up to the present, like leeches, sucking the 
national blood under the pensions abuse, 

‘There is much to be said for all three schemes, ‘The advantages of the first to a 
country in a state of chaos, as Persia is to-day, are obvious, and the results obtained 
after barely a year's trial of the gendai under Swedish officers are on the whole 
fuyourable, alfhough of course they have not yet had time to go out and try their 

nst the fighting road-pests in the distant provinces. ‘The physique and 
nen have improved considerably of late, and the difficulty of uon-commis- 
sioned Persian oftioers would appear to have been got over, whilst there would seem to 
be some disposition on the part of the botter-class Persiaus to take service iu the force, 
‘The road fom Tohran to Kum, a distance of ubout 100 miles, has been guarded by the 
gendarmerie for some months now, and no more robberies are reported on that se 
‘On the road from Knzvin to Hamadan the task has been more difficult, as the section 
has for long, been infested by brigands, but it would appear that yood headway is being 
made 
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__ The scheme for the conversion of the pensions is a bold one, based upon a somewhat 

arbitrary term of three years. It is not unlikely that the ‘project will meet with 
considerable opposition and may have to be a good deal modified, but any method for 
eradicating this erving evil is worthy of support if founded upon reasonable lines, Tt 
will be seen that the pensioners cost the country about, 00,0001, annually, and that 
they are, moreover, a constant source of trouble and anxiety on uccomnt of the disorders 
raised by them when payments are in arrear, 

Motainen-ul-Mulk, in wishing to create public works in certain of the large towns, 
Jhoks to Ending oeeupstion for the unemployed, an unusually large class in Persia, where 
thousands prefer to exist miserably upon a’ small pension rather than do.a day's work, 
In addition to providing employment for the idle, such work as irrigation and sanitation 
ight well revolutionise the country, In many. places near the mountains huge districts 
might be rendered fertile by a very simple system of water storage, by which tho spring 
Hoods that annually run to waste might be regulated and direoted to vast tructe! thet 
only, requite water to be transformed from wildernesses into comfields, ‘This is a 
question that would require careful study, and it is not unlikely that, Motamen-ul-Mulk 
has considerably under-estimated the cost, if anything really serious is to bo undertaken, 
in putting the figure at 250,001, per annum for five years, ‘The author of the scheme 
fully understands that there are other demands upon Persia that will have to be met when 
a Tange loan is negotiated, and that it will be nedossary for this purpose to ruse. a 
considerably langer sum than the 8,900,000L required in his opinion for the earrying 

of his programme, As his intention was merely to sketch n scheme that will, he 
ks, be most heneficial in its execution for Persia, he did not consider he wan justified 
in going into Persi’s other indebtedness, of the details of which he possessed no 
knowledge, 
-l-Mulk on the 7th instant, and on the same day the Russian 
le Giers to seo Ain-ed-Dowleh, who appeared to. be developing 
symptoms of ‘hesitation, due probably to the increasing importance of the 
subversive moment in Azerbaijan, which was causing the prospective members of 
the new Cubinet considerate anxiety, not. so. much because they feared the mov 
tin itself as because no sign came from the Russian Legation in the nature of 
an onder to the wire:pullers. at Tabriz to stop the movement, At last the hecessary 
tuctions were sent, and not a moment too soon, Alaes-Sultaneh ab once formed 
i Cabinet, but again an irksome delay occurred before the Regent in Patis could 
make up his mind to send the necessary telegram of approval, 
__The th istinctive person in the new Cubinet are Ain-ed-Dowleb, Minister 
of the Interior; Mustauficul-Mamalek, Minister of War; and. Motamoneul-Mulle 
Minister of Commerce, | ‘The first-named is a veteran politician, who was Sadr Azar 


hitiuris, but is 
often found, as in this 


Mamalek was Prime Minister two or more years ago, He started with 
& deinoeratic Cabinet, and ended with a reactionary one, of whieh Ain ed-Dowhah 
Amember, He would appear to me to be more of a name than aman; but he has hig 
Fulue, as hy is credited with possosing the confidence of the Bukhitiars, and ie at 
Motamen-ul-Mulk is a bit of a doctrinaire, He is an exceedingly well-educated 
sur capable man, perhaps rather narrowed and obstinate but si riaulously ie 
and enjoys the fall confidence of the merchant and middle classes. He will for this 
reason seoure for the Cabinet the support of a very large and influent ion of the 
people, As a former president of a Medjliss which was credited with anti-Russian 
scatients, be ix disliked by the Tussian Go 
advice will be of great value in the Cabinet councils, | He was at one moment spoke 
of for the Finance Department, but he refused the portfolio. onthe ground that ic eee 
uot suiienthy sure that the lange loan upon which he ousiders the salvation of Pera 
to depend will be forthcoming.” He consequently accepted the insignificant. post of 
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Minister of Commerce, His brother, Mushir-ed-Dowleh, accepted the portfolio of 
Education merely to have ain advisory seat in the Cabinet. "He also may prove useful. 

‘The brothers Vossugh-ed-Dowleh aud Kavan-es-Sultaneh have been too recently 
in office to require any deseription. Both are clever men, but neither inspire unlimited 
confidence, Vossugh hus been successfill as a Foreign Minister, is appreciated by the 
Russian Legation, has acquired a probably undeserved reputation for Russophilism, and 
is « pleasant, intelligent, ind eapable man to do business with. Cireumnstances, have 
caused hitn to do go much for Russia that it will be easier for him than for anyone else 
to sign the Julfa~Tabriz Railway concession, 

Tt would be impossible at the present moment to, find a stronger and more repre- 
sentative Cabinet in Persin and, given the support of the two, Governments and 
sufficient money to carry on the administration and a programme of reforms, it should 
be able to do really gootl work towards establishing order and inaugurating a period of 
greater prosperity, ‘The dangers it will have to contend against are both internal and 
external, Within the Cabinet itself there are so many big men—as meu run big in 
Porsia—that there is a danger of their ambitions clashing, more especially as all. the 
members cannot be classed as homogeneous, or inspired with precisely similar political 
views, ‘This was unavoidable when the effort mae was to seoure a Cabinet that would 
command the ay prove of all classes of the people. 

From outside the Cabinet has to fear the possibly half-hearted support of Russi 

the intrigues of Suad-ed-Dowlehi, who will at once gather round him all the disappointed 
who have not found a place im the Cabinet, headed by Motashem-es-Sultaneh, the late 
Minister of the Interion, a most. corrupt person and a very dangerous intriguer, and the 
probablo hostility of the Bakhtinris: | Thee will tribesmen, who have accidentally 
wecome politicians, at present profess feelings of great friendship for the new Cabinet, 
and have given every possible assurance that they will give it the fullest measure of 
their support, Unfortunately in becoming Statesmen they haye not learnt to speak 
the truth, and. [much fear that but lito fhith, can be put fa their sestrances I 
feel convinced that within a month or two we shall find the blind chieftain, Sardar 
Assad, who now plumes himself upon having formed the Cabinet, one of its bitterest 
Opponents. [tis ulso almost too much to expect that the untutored mountaineers who 
have recontly oecupied high Cabinet posts, with all the personal advantages that such a 
position carries with it in Persia, will not yearn again at an early date for the sweets or 
fruits of office, and will not ally themselves in order to recover them, to the leader 
who will be ready to welcome them with outstretched arms. 

Treter to Saud-ed-Dowleb, who will almost certainly wateh for every mistake of 
the now Cabinet to detach a friend, and who will miss no chance of enrolling a foe under 
his banner, That Saad has heen closely identified in Tehran with the subversive mor 
ment in Azerbaijan and elsewhere there ean be no doubt. have positive proof of his 
complicity, Ido not blame him for that considering the circumstances under which he 
rotumed to Persia, I grant that he failed to get himself made Prime Minister largely 
through want of tactand over-confidence, but lie has a grievance, and seeing the waters 
troubled, he fished in them. [donot think that it would be fair to proceed against 
him for what he did before the Cabinet was formed. He hoped up to the last moment to 
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1 fresh disorders and probable bloodshed. 
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Enclosure in No, 245, 
Motamin-ul-Mulk to Ala-es-Sultanch. 


Alltesse, ‘Péhéran, lo 
aa Bs p ‘héran, le 31 décembre, 1912. 
VOUS miavez demandé dernitrement, © tut 
ee me sgeta el ment mon concours pour Ia constitution du 
Stant données les eiteonstances, jen'iésiternis pas A répondre ive i 
ef m circ , jen’ligsite répoudre affinmativement, si ce 
wétaient certaines considérations d'un ordre primordial qui m'obligent 4 vous présenter 
pe Sedna Pour Te suocbs de votre combinaison, : 

-_ i de moi de faire des diffcultés : dabord, ce serait déplacé dang les eirconstances 
prsintes ot ailleurs si favais en vue une parville attitude, je niaurais quit Guumérer 
les difficultés présentes de chaque jour sans aller en chercher de nouvelles, difficultes 
au‘on peut tenter de surmonter avee un peu de courge et de dsintéressement, tuudia 
que celles que jai en vue d'exposer ici ne seraient stirement pas résolues avec la seule 


donne volont SEER a a 
pone vel té du G ment, sans qu'on trouve ailleurs un appui sous forme 





























ie et le travail, avait 
aautant que possible Io nombre. des 
nt. 











nt, OF, les 
dans le budget pour tune 

tement général et des 
Aver, pas vous-méme vus donner la pls 
pensions! La chose s'est invariables 
laa été tous ans les memes rassemblements, les memes 


set, du cté du Gouvernement, les mores hésitations: sui 
i Teste opi rhemont, les métnes hésitations suivies 


Nest-ce pas 1d une pratique qui paralyse les f 
Agconsidére atx yeux du peuple em luienles v trace du prestige f 

Que pense votre Alteste dun Gouvernement det les niles pou aba pe 
aux clameurs les pensionnaires, sont obligés de senquiver le matin par une porte 
dérohéet Et aie peuvent vous inspier les deliliations d'un eorps, quwont A elius 
instant troubles par ceux qui sont venus rulancer les Ministes jusqu'a leur Tiew ie 


Jo ne parle pas de ceux qui u'étant pas de condition assez busse pour se m 
ps a ondition assez basse [x lon A 
foe ont dine fagons d'ayir, plus dangereuse pour Mt constitution du. pays, othe 
tabilité du Gouveruetnont, “T-seruit ausst superfit: de déerire les mnémes sebiee dul se 

réptent dans les provinces vist-vis les youverncura et des agents du Figs, 
an plte Altesse sait que jusgu'ici on a toujours: payé les pensions, ei non en totalite 
| mons eH partie (depuis cy ans ont aon moyen vayé 2 korours de tomans 
mn), et il ext Urbs probable qu'on continuera ales puyer. Eh bien, ne vaudeaitall pas 
Tracie RInTSeE pour une bone ils de cocausiemr ct de racer, dan, pou 
si can gre Su uf Sot 486 te di 
Juant & moi, si ia faible opinion doit valoir quelque chose, je suis. partisan 

achat et je crvig fermement que de la sorte on parviondrait eh partis 4dr 

(1602) BA 
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du Gouvernement. et qui ten 
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Te malaise et d'obtenir du calme dont le pays et le Gouvernement profiteraient 
andement. c 

Sitin second lou, les memes considérations nous améneraient & nous ceouper de: In 

erdation de certains travaux dans les grands centres d'agglomérations, tels que Téhéran, 

Tauris, Mched, Ispahan, Chiraz et une ou deux villes importantes, 3 

Jeans ion quien fait de travaux ow parle de chemins de fer: mais outre lee 
ehemins de fer sont des travaux de longue haleiue, ils ne pourraient procurer de la main- 
deuvre quaux poysans sins apporter du bien-étse immédiat aux sans-travail des 
grandes villes, gue K 

Je ne pourrais pas préciser iei le genre de travaux que le Gouvernement entre- 
proeeete Gawler aides) lle mn Gh iia l6 pets po seo Os rat 
tre étudige par quelques techniciens européens engagés par le Gouvernement, lesqu 
détermineraient les travaux en rapport avec chaque vill ey 

Ces travanx seraient ensuite entrepris pour le compte de I'Ktat et seraient dirigés 
par un sexvice composé d’Européens et pécunitrement responsables enveis la Trésorerie. 
Seria ERR Aon tia je wlln eames nyron AE eiata ear Gn 
2) korours de tomans pur an et pour une période de quatre ans. ware 

Jarrive enfin la question de gendarmerie et si jfen parle en troisitme lieu ee 
West certes pas parce que je Vestime de seconde nécessité, ‘Tout au eontraire, clest 
qu sows avons prendre Io lus cwur de satisire. Je Val résurvé pour la fin & 
eanuse des considérations budyétaires, dans lesquelles je serai obligé dent 
La somme dont le Gouvernement fisted Aileation faite des non-valeurs et des 
dgpenses du service des emprunts, s'élive A une somme globale de 10 korours, dont 
3 korours au moins sont ubsorbés par lv liste civile, Administration eentrale, et 
1} korouns par la Brigade des Cosaques ot le traitement des Buropéens au service du 
Gouvernement ainsi que Wautres petites dépenses ungentes. Les pensions qui s'élovent 
35} korours si vous les pnyez au tiers vous prendront $00,000 tomans. 

En fin de compte, Etat ne porséde done qu'une somme d’ peu pres 4 korours 
pour los dépenses administratives ot militaires, des provinces, Quoique la machine 
‘administrative ne soit, pas bien compliquée ; mais je doute quant moi quiavec cette 
soinme on pnisse défiayer les dépenses des différents. services et surtout de celui qui 
doit veiler au inaintien de Yordre, Dailleurs, il ne serait point prudent, aw moins pour 
quelques années, dafieotor les recettes des maliats & Yenteotien de la gendarmerie. "Ne 
soriit-il pas mictx de mettre les fonds de In gendarmerie A Yabri de toute sorte daléa 
afin dy donner de In stabilité 4 oe corps en voie de formation? On absndonnerait ainsi 
lw maliat au payement des troupes et autres dépenses locale ‘ 

Jo résume donc les observations préoGdontes dans les lignes snivantes : Apros cen 
quelques anndes de malaise général et de troubles si un Gouvernement veut se faire un 
jour A travers lex téndbn isager une sorte de tranquillité relative, il doit pouvoir 
disposer d'un capital de 49 korours au moins qui lui serait payé en cin années et par 
annuités pour les dgpenses suivantes :— 




























































































ndarmerie, 


moyenne une somme de 8} korours de tomans par an 
r les travaux 


‘somme de 3 korours de tomans paran, en quate ann 
expliqués en haut. 
wis Korours de tomans par an pour le rachat des pensions 












Hosta prévoir yiaprés la période do cing ans aw point de vue budgétaire nous serone 
pins avaneds quiaujonrd hui: les 5 korours de nou-valeurs et des dépenses du service des 
pensions ayont dispar. 
: Nous pouvous done envisiger une avgmentation de 8 korours sur les recettes: 
aujourd'hui, sons compter les impéts d petites taxes qu'on pourrait erder au fur at & 
mesure qu'on obtient du ealme, Pa : 
Quint 2 In somme ndeessaire pour le service de Vemprunt que nécessitera Ia 
disposition de 49 korours qui seraient éinis peut-dtre A une somme de 51 korours, il est 
évident qu’on doit Ia trouver dans le pays par une sorte de taxe peu perceptible du 
public. 
TH serait logig) 














que le service de cette partie de Yemprunt qui eontribue 
maintion et mén ‘auzmentation du commerce d'importation soit justement supporté 
par celuiscl et la partic restante par tune taxe sur opium ou un autre article qu'on 
pourrait désigner plus tard. ee 

Jesais par avance que vous ne trouvervz aucune objection contre le premier article 
de li dépense, & savoir Ia gendar Mais vous pourriez peut-étre dire que les 
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pensiounaites n'ont aucun droit, ils doivent ge débrouiller comme ils Yentondont, quitte 
Amourirde faim. C'est une opinion; mais je doute que ce soit calle d’un Gouvernement 
Api envisagerait la tranquillité générale ot ticherait d'entrevoir un avenir meilleur, on 
évitant par des mesures bien plaoées de surexciter les eaprits qui & Ja lougue pourrafent 
devenir dangereux, 

Comme je Tai dit plus haut, je ne prétends pas vous soumottre joi un plan de 
organisation finaneibre ni de travatix publios sur une grande échelle. Co dont je parle 


plus haut est le minimum qu’on peut faire, X mon avis, avant de penser & des choses plus 
grandes, 











(6255) No. 246, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 10, 
@o.18) uy —( y 10.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 21, 1913. 


1 HAVE the honour to forward to 
ve received from His Majesty's c 
ns on my despatch No. 239, Ci 
subject ofthe attitude in South’ Pe 

Pe 






w herewith paraphrase of a telegram which T 
I-general at Bushire, offering ceriain observa- 
fidential, of the 25th November to you, on the 
iia of the Belgian officials in the employ of the 












would add that Tam not yet in receipt of Sir P, 
20th November, to which he makes reference. 





Cox's despatch No, 





$8 of the 





Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





es 





Enclosure in No, 246, 





ieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley, 





(Telegraphic) |. Bushire, January 
wip \ ENTURE to offer the following observations on your desptch Now 
25th November to the Foreign Office, copy of which reached me by this mail -— 

‘There is no doubt that the Anglo-Russian 
liveliness and imports 











Yonvention hay lent an enhanced 
ico to onr interests in tho British and central sphoros and. in tho 
Persian Gulf, and has made it more necessary than ever that. these interests should be 
Vigilantly maintained. In maintaining these interests it is, however, inevitabl that, 
in respeet to details of policy, their international aspect, with which [is Majesty's 
Minister is firstly concorned and associated, and their aspect from the point of view of 
our practical interests in the south, which it is my, task to watel and maintain, should 
sometimes not coincide, 

Tt seems important that both aspects should be laid before those who are 
responsible for the direction of national poliey, and I'm gure, thorateon thee your 
Excellency. and His Majesty's Governmont will in general allow moa wile measure of 
atitude and indulgeneo in acquainting you with the practical Gulf point of view, I 
needd not add that I realise when doing s0 that our policy in. Persia must be directed 
from Tehran, | When Tam cognisant of that policy I cam be trusted to carry it ont 
Toyally, and when I am not aware of it to act as seems to be demanded by the intorosts 
of Government. 

{in the present instance it appears uncertain whether, when approving Mornard, 
His Majesty's Government had consented to the entrustment of revenue duties to the 

ustoms Department ; such a course presented certain inconveniences. ‘That I have 
not altogether been able to free myself from suspicion of the Belgian résine te 
explained hy the numerons reasons that T have had to enteriain stich suspicion in. the 
Past. Since my despatch was written there has occurred more than one ease. in. point 
whieh goes to prove that itis still unsafe to lay aside such suspicions altogether, 

The following are instances -— 










































1. Question of proposed appointment of a Belginn postal inspector in. the south, 


Cireunstances reported in telegram No, 696 of the 17th Novembor to the, Foreign 
Offic 





Endeavours by Pe 
Department and the Pers 





i subordinates ostensibly in the uame of the Customs 
Government to intimidate local chief on the littoral near 
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Lingah, specifically on account of his friendly relations with our agent (see my 
despatch No. 88 of the 20th November to you, reporting the circumstances in full). 

T have secret reason to know that information has been sent to the Russian 
Legation by my Russian colleague to the effect that the new Belgian eaptain in charge 
of tho“ Porsepolis” is a great Russophil, and that ‘he is reorganising the Persian 
flect and will be in a position to instil into the mind of the personuel of the fleet the 
sentiments towards Great Britain which animate him.” 

‘The significance of tliese rernarks is inereased by the fact that the general trend 
of the Russian consul-general’s correspondence is by no means Anglophil. 

Tight add that the English lady to whom the captain of the“ Persepolis” at the 
time of his appointment was supposed to be engaged, thereby implying that he was 
Anglophil, lias not yet materialised. 





(6256) No, 247, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Reecived Pebruary 10.) 
(No. 19) 
Sir, Tehran, January 22, 1913 

AS reported at the end of my telegram No, 22 of the 17th instant, His Maj 
consul-general at Bushire, whom, on. th tof your telegn 
dential, of the 11th January, I requested privately to let me have his views u 
point 1 His Majesty's consulate-general at Bushire, pre- 
ferred to fesery n Lintimated to him that you did not considerit desirable 
that he should repeat them to the Government of India for the present, 

Sir Perey Cox, hiowever, has caused a telegram to be repeated to me which he had 
addrossed to the Government of India on the 10th instant on the subject of the Britis 
Position at the eutranice 10 the Persian GulE. 

1 have the honour to enclose copy of the telegram in question, togother with para- 

ne Of 4 Subsequent telegram addressed to myself, 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNL 
inclosure 1 in No, 247. 


Lioutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cow to Government of India. 


(Tolerrapli:) Kurachee, January 10, 1911 
1 BEG to offer the following observations with reference to Foreign Department 
telegram No, 2 of th Ist January = 


\, Anglo-Russian convention iguored the questian of islands appertaining to Persia 
i the Gull. Ifit is too dificult a matter to. got paper botindary of British sphere 
altered from * Kerman-Bunder Abbas” to & Ke "anil to provide for the 
inclusion of the islands, then I suggest that we should get Russia specifically to recoguise 
that Kishin, Henjam, Larak, and Hormuz are appanagesof Bunder Abbas and included 
in our zon 

2, Whereas an inconvenient public ot that the 

al “one referred to, in article zoue open to 
Political or commiercial enterprises of Powers other than ourselves aud Russia, Lwould 
Urge that we should now get Russia, without forfeltings her ight under 
article 3, to extend reciprocal co-operation already: provided for in that article by the 
Specific recoxnition of our predominant political position in the central zone, if 
she cannot be induced to recognise its part of British spliere, in return for some quid 
pro quo wl hay negotiations might eouccivably provide, 

3. As regards spocilie mea r the consolidation 
the entrance io the 

I penetratic 

we ovcupy the west nil o 
the east end, and L recommend that a 1 
rected near Kishi town, 

Tn conjunction with a lighted buoy, as discussed at page 8 of the lighting 
committee report dated the, 20th April, 1909, Tt does not seom necessary that a 


gical po 

ut position at Henjam by 

vat present. At Basidu 
in sonie overt way at 

lit in the most ecouomi 
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specific overt local action should be taken wi 
maintaining views in regard 


proposal 
Word. explained. to hith 
outside his territorial waters, but that 
s claims over Masandam promontory 
im we erected lighthouse on Masandam itself, If this 
course were taken it would seom to be sufficient to make good our position there; 
On tho other hand, if Little Quoin is adhered to we have again to consider whether 
hhould not revive our position on Sheep Island and ‘Telegraph Island and. Maqlab 
(vide Foreign Department memorandum, dated the 15th October, 1904, to 
military department-and connected correspondence). I may mention that the flagstaff 
on Telegraph Island is still standing erect. 
5. Asto themilitary measures which may he considered nocessary at Bunder Abbas 
1 feel unable tooffer useful observations at thie present stage, but I am inclined to think 
that it will be advisable to have terminus some distance to the wost of the prosont town 
towards the Clarence Straits, where harbour facilities would he more satisfactory than 
in present roadstead, 


uclosure 2 in No, 247, 


Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 32.) 
Telegraphic.) P. January V7, 1913, 
ANE ssa omnlcttorinea| by Government of India that they do not intend to 


reconsider question of Little Quoin Istand, and there will be no chango as regards site 
of lightliouse. 





(6257) No. 248, 


W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—{(Received February 10:) 

(No. 20.) : 

ir, Telran, January 22, 1913. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 272 of the 26th ultimo, | have the honour to 

Teport the following movements of Russian troops during the month as recorded. by: 

His Majesty's acting vice-consul at Resht :-— 


On the 8th January, 100 Russian infantry of the Shemaskins} 
at Resht from Kazvin and left nzeli on the following day for Russi 
On the 14th January, 300 Russian infantry arrived at Resht from Russia and. left 
for Kazvin on the 15th January with a further 100 men who had arrived at Bnzeli on 
the 15th January. 
Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 
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[6218] No. 249 
G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 10.) 


St. Petersburgh, February 1, 1913, 

THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 34 of the 
23nd ultimo, respecting the appointment of a Russian agent to reside in the Bakhtiari 

listrict, 

In view of the communication from the Russian Government on the subject, copy 
of which was forwarded to you in my despatch No, 28 of the 26th ultimo, 1 do rev 
think that it would be desirable to approach them again in the matter, and I shall not 
do so unless I receive instructions to that effect from you, 

Thave, &c. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





(6220) 


, St, Petersburgh, February 3, 1913, 

IN accordance with the instructions conveyed to me in your despatch, No. 31 of 
the 21st ‘ultimo, I to-day handed to MM. Sazonof an aidemémoire embodying the 
substance of that portion of the despatch from His Majesty's cousul-general at Meshed, 
that has reference to, the alleged instigation by Russian agents of raids by ‘Turkomang 
in tho noighbourhood of Moshed 

After roading it, M. Sazonof remarked that these stories were probably but idle 
ossip, and that it was ridiculous to give credence to what tho Turkesnan prisoners are 
roported to have said. He would, however, communicate what {had told him to the 
Proper authorities and cause enquiries to be mi 


ORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


(6346) 





ry 10, 1913. 
‘ ter for Foreign 
Affiitn lis expresse use your good 
oflices onice mo iment to induce th ke generous 
for very great, sacrifice made in granting Julfa-Tubriz Raila 
His Excellency | is Majesty's Goverment t delay their 
munts with confidence upon their good-will, 


(6459) No. 
Sir W. Pownley to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received February 10.) 





(No. 61.) 
(Pelegeaphic.) Tehran, Pebruary 10, 1913, 
IN a iecent conversation, Affairs laid stress upon the grav 

y incurred by the Government in granting raily ions. His 

uid that it would greatly help then tn the eyes of public if they could 

show that the followed by a withdmwal of some of the Russia troops 

«d'me to se ices in this direction, 

His Excellency has since laid the matter before inister, who tells me 

that he docs not consider the moment a favourable one for putting such a request, 

because a scheme is now under consideration which may result in a reduction of troops: 
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in Azerbaijan, He also thinks that the presence of Russian troops at Kazvin acts as 
a moral support for Cabinet, seeing that potential disturbers of the peace are influence! 
by the knowledge that disorders would: probably necessitate summoning of Russian 
troops to the capital, 

Tagree with this opinion, 





(6421) No, 253. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Ladward Grey—(Received February 10.) 
(No. 62.) 
‘Telegraphie) Tehran, Rebruary 10, 1013, 

ARRANGEMENT reported’ in. my. tagrum Nov arat #10 January, under 
which Salar-ed-Dowleh was to be pardoned, has not been carried out. On the advent 
to office of the new Cabinet, it was considered that: he was too dangerous an intriguer 
under the existing cireumstances to reside at Tehran, Tt was proposed to make him 
Governor of Khoi, Salinas, or Urmia, ‘The Russian Government didnot approve of 
this plan, and suggested ‘that he should be sppointed Governor of Gilani 
suggestion was adopted after a close division in the Cabinet. During the delay which 
ceotred, Silar left the neighbourhood of Astrabad, putting himself at tho head of a 
force, and started again on « round of pillaging, He. is'now believed to. be ear 
Sabzawar,t on the Meshed road, with that place as his objective, 

The Cabinet, holding that he ns again taken up arms ‘aint the Government, 
aro inclined to revoke his appointment to Resht.. ‘The Russian Minister maintains that 
his Highness had given up all hopes of a settlement in consequence of prolonged 
duration of negotiations, and argues that news of his appointment has nob reached 
him yet, 

Tis! Goreranat resent Une tae int tie Hino atopamel ae Axtrabad made no 
‘attempt to detain hia Highness, and appear to be suspicious of Russian assurances of 
his good bebaviour in the future, unyinge that not much faith ean be put in a prince who 

abmayn rely to take up ara and'create diceheccre 

Government forces have buen sent in pursuit, 


(Sent to embassy.) 





(6460) No, 254 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Kitward Grey.—(Received February 10,) 

(No. 63.) 
(Telexeaphic, Tehran, Webruary 10, 1913, 

‘THE Cabinet have reopened the question of a small army. It is considered that 
the Ce v inot make itself felt in the provinces without such a force 
behind i the present it is only proposed to create a force of about 6,000 or 
7,000 Nine foreigu officers will be required ns instructors. The Govoriment 
would prefer Swedish officers, so as to mnke the army and’ gendarmerio. more 
homogeneous, ut they understand that there would be difficulty in obtaining, amore 
officers than will be wanted for the gendarm 

Minister for Foreign Affairs says he can think of no small Power from which 
suitable (officers could be obtained, and has expressed an earnest. wish to get, French 
officers, if the two Governments agree. 
That WY ussian colleague has telographed in this sonse to his Government, and says 
that in his opinion the same objection to cinployment of officers from a Great, Powe 
as in the past no longer holds good, because no foreigner ean now be engaged. by the 
Persian Government without the consent of British and Russian Governments, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





© province of which Resht is the capital, north-west of Mazandoran. $120 tiles went of § 




















(6464) No, 255. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 10.) 


(No. 64,) 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 10, 1913, 
"TATE 16,0000 alluded to in-the last paragraph of your talogram Nov 46 of 80th 

Jaunary was advanced for the financial requirements of the administration of Fars. It 

hos always been earmarked in a budget that has been framed in such a manner as to 

allow thé administration of that province to be carried on till 21st March, when as 

represented in my telegram No, 20 of 15th January, further funds will be urgently 

d 


i 








(6474) No. 256. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 10.) 








No, 
(Meicgaphia) 2 Constantinople, February 10, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No, 80 of 5th February. 

Porsian delegates have agreed to prolong commission for two months, but no 
meeting has taken place. Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day expressed to me his 
desire to finish matter with no further delay, and T understand Turkish delegates have 
drawn up report favourable to decision on lines of Russo-British notes. 














(6939) No. 267. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 69.) 
(Wologgrap Foreign Ofee, February 10, 1913. 
PLEASE telegraph duration and principal financial couditions of Russian railway 
concession for use in Parliamentary questions, Does it include right to build extension 
to Lake Urinia and right to establish preferential rates in favour of Russian imports ? 


























(5965) No, 258. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
No, 70.) 
‘Polegraphic,) 1. Foreign Ogice, February 10, 1913, 
MY ‘telegram No, 67 of 8th February, 





Greenway agrees to northern limit of mining eouvession being a Tine from Abadeb 
to Neb, the western limit « line due south from Abadeh to a point 40 miles from the 
coast, the eastern limit from Neh along the 60th degree of longitude to a point 40 miles 
from coast, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 109.) 














(4372) No. 259) 
Sir Bidward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 24.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 10, 1913. 


WITH reference to my despatch No.9 of the 20th ultimo, I transmit to you 
herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh,® 
reporting that the Russian Government intend to appoint an agent in Bakhtiaristan, 
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I should be glad to learn your views on the matter and whether, in your opinion, 
such appointment would be very inimical to the interests of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company, and disturbing to the relations of His Majesty's Government with the 
Bakhtiari khans, 


Tam, &, 
E, GREY. 





(4758) No. 260. 
Poreign Office to India Ofice, 


Six, Foreign Office, February 10, 1913. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 2nd ultimo, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir B. Grey to state, for the information of the Marquess of Crewe, that tho Lords 
Commissioners of the ‘lreasury have sanctioned the charge on Imperial funds of half 
the expenses involved in the appointment of a British officer to be stationed in 
Luristan in connection with the construction of the proposed railway from Mohammerah 
to Khoremabad. 
‘The Lords Commissioners note that the moiety of the expenses to be borne by the 
Tnperial Exchequer wl amount o GL, 10, initial and 16t,reeurent, 
i an, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 















No. 261. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


[4726] 


Sir, Foreign Ofico, Rebruary 10, 1913, 

TAM directed by Sceretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th ultimo, regarding a proposal to allow British officers to make, for 
purposes of travel aud recreation, a round trip to the Persian Gulf ports,” including 
tn the expression the Turkish port of Basra, 

Tam to state in reply, that in tho opinion of Sir B Grey, eonitant visite to 
Basra on the part of British officers would at any time, and especially during the 
continuance of the present war, excite suspicion, and he would accordingly suggest that 
that port should be excluded from the proposed itinerary, 

Subject to that exception, and on the understanding that the advice of His 
Majesty’ consular represontatives in the port in question, shall bo atrety fllowed by 
the officers, he concurs in the proposal to grant, the permission desired by the military 








authorities in India, 


Tam, ée. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(6178) No. 262. 


Foreign Office to Mr. Greenway, 


Sin, Foreign Ofiie, Pebruary 10, 1913. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to inform you that he has’ received 
4 telegram, dated the 9th February, from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, of which 
‘copy is enclosed, on the subject of the Mohammerah-Khoreimabad railway.® 

Sir W. Townley, in a subsequent telegram, reports that neither your present 
agent nor the Persian Government are in possession of the particulars of your 
concession furnished to Mr. Shuster, who appears to have negotiated with Mr. Brow 
without consulting the Persian Government, An annotated copy of a draft contract, 
which is presumed to be the instrament which Mr, Shuster is alleged to have approved, 
though there is nothing to prove this in the archives either of the Imperial Bank of 
Persia, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, or the Treasury, is the only record left of these 
negotiations. Moreover, there are many particulars, one of them a financial point of 




























* No, 286, 
[1602] au 
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some importance, in which the draft contract mentioned above differs from. that 
submitted to the Persian Government last summer, All the amendments are distinctly 
to the advantage of the syndicate, and some of them are of a nature which it is known 
would have been inaceeptable to Mr. Shuster. ‘The Persian Government have not been 
informed of the annotated draft contract. 

E, Grey has received the information with surprise, as he was under the 
impression from what you had told me that the Persian Government. were fully aware 
of the Shuster negotiation and contract. 








Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 
(4372) No. 263, ' 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
Confidential.) Te ear Ce 
Sir, Foreign Offce, February 10, 1913. 


WITT reference to your letters of the 27th November and the 16th December 
last, regarding Bakhtiaristan, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to state, 
for your Confidential information, that he caused enquiries to be made at 
St. Potorsburgh regarding the alleged appointment by the Russian Government of an 
‘agent to reside in the country of the Bakhtiari khans, and has learnt that the Russian 
Government, though they have as yet made no such appointment, do, in fact, intend 
to do,9o, but that hitherto no suitable candidate has been found forthe rook 

Sir E, Grey is now requesting His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to furnish his 
views on the subject. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(6549) No, 264, 


Inulia Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received February 11.) 





Sir, 
TAM directed by the Secretary of Sta 





India Office, February 10, 1913. 
te for Indin to acknowledge tho receipt of 
your letter of tho 20th January regarding the agreement for the rearianisation of the 
Arubistan telegraph lines and the prolongation of the existing telegraph conventions 
in Porsia till 1945. 

_Jn reply, I am to forward, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, « copy of a note hy the Ditwctor-in-clief, Indo-European ‘Telegraph Depart 
ment, containing a dotailed examination of the terms of the now agreement, 

The Marquess of Crewe agreos with Sir E. Croy that the terms of the agreement 
aro general tory, and concurs in his proposal so to inform Sir W. ‘Townley, 
But before authorising the commencement of operations as suggested by Mr. Barker 4a 
the penultimate para aph of his note, his Lordship would be glad to loam whether, 
on @ consideration of the various points raised in the note, Sir E, Grey sees any 
objection to such authority being given forthwith. 

‘The favour of an early reply is solicited, 































» ke, 





W. HOLDERNESS, 
ee 
Bnelosure 1 in No. 264. 





He by the Director-in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department. 


1 AM now in receipt of the modified agreement arrange ian Mi 
of Posts and Tolegraphs and the Director of the Persian, section of thie Cepattaneay 
referred to in my note of the 9th instant. T attach four copies of this agreement, he 
agrorment of 1909 has Leen copied in the left hand margin for facility of comparison, 

the now first article contains ina new form the old first article together witha 
Portion of the old second and the whole of the old seventh article. 

The new second artiele, when read in conjunction with new articles 4 and 5, the 


by the Per 
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Director points out, saves to us the cost of an inspector, whose pay, under article 2 of 
the old agreement, we had to find. The effect of the new agreement is that we have 
in the first instance to advance the money for the reconstruction of the line now and 
for its maintenance annually hereafter, and that Persia will repay to us such outlay, 
less a total sum of 14,6002., by annual instalments between now and 1945. 


is stated in the letter from the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs to the 
Director, which accompanied the agréement, a translation of which is put up, article 3 
is to be excluded when referring the other articles to the Medjlise for thik approval 
‘This article and the next, article 4, are the same as the old articles clothed partly in 
new words. ‘The new article 5 gives the Persiau Government a voice in fixing the 
emoluments of the British officer selected to control the line, ‘This they did not have 
under the old agreement, but inasmuch as they have relieved us of the expense it is 
only fair that they should have such a voice even if it has the effect of limiting our 
choice of an officer in order to kenp within the rate eventually to be stipulated. Should 
any difficulty arise it can be surmounted in a similar manner to that sanctioned in 
Council minute dated the 21st January, 1897, whereby in the event of a senior officor 
being in charge of the Meshed line the difference between the pay he is actually 
drawing and 350 rupees per mensem is charged to departmental account, 

Article 6 of the new convention is a new article, the Director writes that a school 
for training Armenian clerks for the service of the Persian ‘Telegraph Administration 
has been opened hy Mr. New, whose services have been lent to that administration, and 
that these clerks are capable of undertaking the duties which the British telegraphists 
would have undertaken under the old agreement, So lohg, therefore, ag the terms of 
the article are adhered to there is no present necessity for stationing British 
telegraphists on the Arabistan lines, and the abrogation of the old article 6 may be 
accepted so far as we are concerned. 

‘The new article 7 replaces tho old article 9. I have ascertained by telegraph that 
the terms of the new convention have been communicated to the Russian Minister at 
‘Tehran, by the British Minister, but I have not been informed whether the former has 
‘expressed approval of them, 1 mention this because, in the political papers sont mo 
for perusal, I notice the Russian Government received an assurance* that wo should 
“not put obstacles in the way if in time it should appear necessary to the Russian 
Government to dispatch their own telograph officials to the lines mentioned for the 
transmission of telegrams in the Russian language on principles analogous with those 
which have been established in relation to the Khaf-Seistan line.” 

“Ttwas further agreed that the Russian signallers should be attached to the Indo- 
iropean Telegraph Department and considered as employees of that department. 

The new agreement appears to me to nullify such agreement, as before wo ean 
now station a telegraphist in an office on these lines we have first to obtain the consont 
of the Persian Government, and such consent may be refused, 

Article $ of the new agreement replaces article 10 of the old, it appears to curtail 
somewhat the rights accorded hy the latter, but as the most important extension wo 

require is a connection with the Turkish lines across the Shatt-el-Arab the Persian 
jovernment could hardly help applying to us for assistance in laying cable, 
Another possible extension is from Dizful to Khoreimabad, ‘This would probably bo 
roquired in connection with the projected railway over that route, Any negotiations 
for such a railway mnight be made to contain a clause giving us the right of constructing 
a telegraph line along it up to the point where the railway enters the limit of the 
Russian sphere as defined in the Anglo-Russian convention, 

The new article 9 is a new clause. It is a clause which opens a road to friction, 
but agreement to it could hardly have boon avoided if pressed on us by the Persian 
Government. 

Article 10 of the new convention ties us more or less to the old route. A shortor 
route for the main line with branches to one or two. of the offices would perhaps have 
been preferable, We can, however, have no option but to accept the clause. The line 
belonging to the Persians they would consider they have the best tight to choose the 
route. 




























































The director at Tehran explains by telegraph that article 8 of the old agreement 
svas omitted in the new because the Minister of Posts and ‘Telegraphs considers that 
the necessity for a second wire is a question of the future, whi 
is actually ‘requ 


hh can be raised when it 
xd, Under the old arrangement we could have put up the wire 








1+ See enclosures in Sir A. Nicolsou's despatelies No, 889, dated May 28, 1909, and No. 375, dated tho 
14th June, 1909, 

















‘agreement until January 1945 the 
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without paying a royalty for it. Under the new arrangement a royalty will, if we 
ever ask for the wire, no doubt be demanded and will be difficult to resist, 

On the whole, I think that, although we have agreed to the surrender of some of 
the rights we enjoyed under the old agreement, we have obtained a substantial set-off 
by shifting the onus of the payment of the inspector to Persian shoulders, the Director 
estimates the saving thereby affected to amount to about 14,000l. distributed over 
thirty-two years. 

T submit that I may be given authority to convey to Mr. King-Wood an 
appreciation of his services in connection with these negotiations, 

T further submit that I may be given authority to commence operations. I have 
already ascertained by telegraph that the Indian Telegraph Department is unable to 
assist us with the supply of a particular class of telegraph posts, which, had a stock 
deen available, would have answered our purpose. ‘The posts will therefore have to 
be obtained in England, and as it ig now too late to supply material for use before the 
summer heats commence, an order for it can be placed during the current financial 
year, and delivery arranged for in the early part of the next financial year, in the 
Dudget estimate for which funds to meet a part of its cost have already been provided. 
Talso apply fo to appoint, after coming to an arrangement with the Persian 
Minister of Posts and Télographs as to his pay and allowances, an inspector to proceed 
‘at once to repair and restore communication on the existing line, 

‘Nhe director at Tehran is preparing an estimate for the work which will be 
submitted for sanction on receipt. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 264. 
Arabistan Convention. 


Original Agreement as signed by Sir Modified Agreement as arranged by 
G, Barclay, dated June V7, 1909, Mr. King-Wood, O.LE. 


Anrion 1, Anmtone 1. 





‘10 improve the telegraphic comm 
cation between Borazjoon and Moh 

a, and Borazjoon and Diztul, itis 
miged that from the date of this 





IN onder to improve telegraphic com- 

Borazjoon and Mo- 
\d. between Borazjoon and 
agreed that from the date of 
pove- the siguature of this agreement, under the 
wontioned telegraph lines shall be under direction and supervision of the chief 
































the control and supervision of the British Director of the ‘Telegraph Department of 
Government telegiaph officials uow con the hh Government, a line 
trolling the international lines in Persia, with 

Bornzjoon to 

Mohommerah, and from Ahwaz to Dizful ; 





said lines will be connected with 





Shiraz and Bushire lines in order 
conmunications of the 
‘ied 





that telegraph 
Arabistan line may be exehewged cai 
out Tebran Bushire. 














Antichy 2. Anrictt 
‘Tho British Government agrees to pay ‘the British Government agrees to p 
for the cost of the construction and the gratis the cost of the erection of the above- 










establishment of the abo 
sich as iron posts, w 





ioned lines, mentioned line, inclusive of iron poles, 
ators, &e., wire, insulators, &e., up to the amount of 
5,000L, and 5,002. as well as ant annual sum of 300, 
n annual sum of 3001. on per annum for the maintenance of the 
e maintenance of the above- above-mentioned line from the date of the 
mentioned lines, and the pay of a me- wlertwking commencement of the said 
chanician up to the year Other work up to the year 145 .p, 


ei 





which may be required, up 
also to 

















The alterations shown in erased type and italics were made by the Oriental Secretary to His 
nie Majesty's Leyation at ‘Tehran, and have been received since this was copied. i 
















expenses, such as the changing of the 
wooden ‘posts for iron ones, and the 
annual expenses of the maintenance of the 
above-mentioned lines, which may be in 
excess of the 5,000 and the annual 
amount of 300l., shall, after the com- 
pletion of the work, and the submi 





the accounts, be paid gradually to the 
British Telegraph Department by the 
Persian Government. 






Armour 3. 


In return for the expenses incurred 
gratis by the British Government, and 
referred to in article 2 for the construction 
and maintenance of the above-mentioned 
ines, the Persian Government. agrees to 
consider the following conventions to bo 
in force and binding up to the Ist January, 
1945 (one thousand nine hundred and 
forty-five) : 

‘The Telegraph Conven 
Apel, 1868 

ho ‘Telegraph Convention of the 2nd 
December, 1872. 

‘The Telegraph Convention of the 16th 
August, 1901, 





of the 2nd 





Annicur 4. 


‘The pay of the telegraphists and other 
workmen, such a8 gholams and ferrashes, 
batteries ‘and instruments, and the hire of 





telegraph offices, will be borne by the 
Persian Telegraph Department. 






Anrictx 5. 


Guards and telegraph gholams, who 
must be Persians, will be required for the 
maintenance of the above-mentioned lines ; 
the control and payment of these will be 
in the hands of the Director and British 
staff. 
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After the completion of the said con- 
struction, and when the total expenditure 
is Imown, the sum of 5,000, will be 
deducted from the total expenditure, 
together with 3001, per annum, which is 
due by the British Government, ae 
mentioned in this very article, and ia duo 
tp to. 1943, and will go. towards. the 
capital account, and whatever balance 
still remains outstanding, will, with the 
approval of the Ministry of Persian ‘Tele- 
‘graphs, be due by the Persian Government 
to the British Government, and is to bo 

aid by the former Government to the 
Tttter up to the year 1945 4.0, 








Anmou 3, 


In return for the expenditure mentioned 
in article 2 which the British Government 
pays gratis for the construction and main- 
tenance of the said line, the Persian 
Government agrees that the period of the 
following agreements shall bo extonded 
aud remain in force up to the Ist Janubry, 
1945 A.D, viz = 


‘The Telegraph Convention of the 2nd 
April, 1808 a.D. 

‘The Telegraph Convention of the 2nd 
December, 1872 4.. 

‘The Telegraph Convention of the Lith 
August, 1901 4.p, 








Annionn 4, 


‘Tho salaries of the tolograph clerks and 
other employees, such as gholams, fer- 
rashies, inspector, battery men, cost of 
instruments and rent of telegraph offices 
is to be defrayed by the Persian Telegraph 
Administration, 


Amour 5, 


Tn order, to ensure the proper and cone 
tinual working of the above-mentioned 
line, the Director of the ‘Telegraph Depart- 
ment of the exalted British Governmentwill 
appoint an inspector, with the approval of 
the Ministry of the Persian Telegraph, 
for the maintenance and safeguard of the 
line up to 1945 a.p, ‘The gholams, who 
are to safeguard the line, and who aro 
Persian subjects, are to be under the 
orders of the said inspector, and the pay 
‘and allowances of the inspector will’ be 
fixed by the Ministry of ‘Velegraphs in 
consultation with the Direotor of the 
‘Telegraph Department of the exalted 
British Government, prior to the com 
inencement of the work, 
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Annicuz 6, 


Jn order to engure the proper workin, 
of these telegraph lines the Britis 
Director will be at liberty to station 
British telegraphists, at the expense of the 
British Government ‘Telegraph Depart- 
ment, it any telegraph office on the above- 
mentioned lines which he may consider 
necessary. 





Anrioue 7. 


Tn. case of necessity, and with the per- 
mission of the Persian Government Tele- 
graph Department, the British Goverment 
‘elegraph Department ean join the above- 
mentioned lines at their eastern extremity 
to the line between Tehran and Bushire, 


Anriene 8, 


If the British Government ‘Telegraph 
Department, considers it necessary, it can, 
At its own expense, add a second line for 
its own uso to the above-mentioned lines, 





Anvioye 9, 


‘Pho Persian Government agrees not to 
employ in the telograph office of the abo 
nentioned lines, without. the concurrence 
of the chiofs of the British Telegraph 
Department, anyone except Porsian sub- 
jects or members of the British Govern- 
ment ‘Telegraph Department. 











Annee 10, 


It is agreod that should the Persian 
Government in the future wish to extend 
the above-mentioned lines in any direction, 
the co-operation of the Indo-European 
‘Pelegraph Department in the construction 
‘and maintenance of such extension will be 
asked for, 








Anmicte 6. 


‘The Persion Government Minister of 
Telegraphs has to appoint a Persian clerk 
at all the principal stations for all times, 
to be conversont in foreign language to 
deal with international trafic. 


ARTICLE 7, 


The Persian Government agrees not to 
appoint in the telegraph offices of the 
above-mentioned lines, without the con- 
sent of the Director of the Telegraph 
Department of the British Government, 
any individual except Persian subject or 
an employee of the Indo-European Tele- 
graph Department, 


Annictz 8. 


tis agreed that up to 1945, should the 
Persian Government wish to extend the 
Arabistan lines to any other points, and in 
ease they should be in need of foreign 
assistance, that assistance must be re- 
quested from the British Government. 





Annicne 9, 


One month prior to the construction of 
the line, the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department fs to ask the Minister of Telo- 
graphs for a representative who has to ac- 

yy the inspector from the heginning. 
of the construction work up to its com- 
pletion, and all the expenditure which is 
to be incurred on the construction of the 
line is to he disbursed with the know- 
ledge of the said representative, 








Anriete 10. 


During the construction of the above- 
mentioned line, it is to be noticed that the 
new line is to run through all the existing 
stations, and the line material, which is at 
present available on the existing line, after 
connecting one station with another, will 
be dismantled, collected, and handed over 
to the representative of the Persian 
Government, 











(6619) No. 265. 





rs. Bllinger and Co, to Foreign Ofice—(Received February 11.) 


Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, February 10, 1913, 



















WE are in receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, informing us of the steps 
taken by Sir Edward Grey in May last for the purpose of protecting our interests and 
those of Messrs. Androw Weir and Co, in respect of the Hormuz concession for the 
red oxide mines, 
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‘We note that Sir W. Townley sees no way of safeguarding our interests, and can 
ouly suggest that we should apply for the option for a fresh contract after the expiration 
in March 1915 of that held by Messrs. F.C, Strick and Co,, and that Sir Edward Grey 
concurs in this view. 

We shall adopt this suggestion, and Mr. M. Ellinger will call at the Foreign Office 
on Wednesday afternoon next for the purpose of discussing the matter, 

With reference to the concluding paragraph of your Tetier, we beg. t0 point out 
that we have always been willing, and have repeatedly tried, as did also the late 
Mr. Wilson Fox, to induce Mr. Strick to come to some joint arrangement as to the 
working of this concession, and we are still willing, and will take advantage, of the 
first favourable moment to offer Mr. Strick participation in the new contract. 

Wo are, &e. 
BLLINGER axv Co, 








[6702] No. 266, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received ebruary 11.) 
. 65.) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 11, 1913. 
"YOUR tetogram No, 69 of 10th February, y, 
TulfiTabriz concession is tor seventy-five years with option of purchase by the 
Persian Government after thirty-five years. There is no financial guarantee attached 
either on the part of Persian Government or Russian Government, and concessionnaire 
constructs at his own risk of loss. The concession is a conversion of the old road 
concession, which carries with it the right to work all coal and potroleum mines within 
a radius of 40 miles on each side of the line, The Persian Government par jipate in 
profits which may be derived from the working of tho railway in equal share with 
the shareholders after 7 per cent. has been paid on the capital invested. The Persian 
Government is to receive 18 per cont, of the net profit orived from tho working ¢) 
Ee mines found on the State lands within above-mentioned radius on each side of the 
‘The concession confers no right to established preferential rates in favour of tr rade, 
but it does include the right to build extension to a place at the northern end of the 
Lake Urmia. Preference is also granted to company to construct, railway from ‘Tabriz, 
to Kazvin on equal terms with those that may in future bo proposed by any other 
syndicate or company, and the road concession, which had lapsed, is renewed. under 
certain conditions as to the period of construction, . 


Tam not vet in possession of a copy of the concession, but I believe above detaile 
to be substantially correct, 

















(6687) No, 267. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz to Sir 











ddward Grey.—(Received Pebruary 11,) 


(Telegraphic) Bushire, February 11, 1918, 
FOLLOWING lights were established 9th February at Bushiro 


from eit anchorage in 28 foc, ata distance of 42 miles baring south, 84° woot 
‘om residency flagstail; gas-buoy showing occulting white light, ten seconds, Light 
seven seconds, dark three seconds ; 300 candles > “ pea 

®, Inner anchorage in 17 feel at a distance of 2° miles bearing north, 69° west 
from residency flagstaff ; gas-buoy showing an occulting red light ton seconds, Light 
seven seconds, dark three seconds ; 300 candles: 


(Addressed to Government of India; repeated to Minister and Director, Royal 
India Marine for Admiral.) 
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No. 268. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 11.) 


(Telegraphic.) Bushire, February 11, 1913. 
MY telegram No. 263 of 11th February. 
Have notified British shipping agents, but in absence of reply to my despatch 
of 13th December, I have taken no further pronunciatory action. 


(Sent to India ; repeated Tehran reference my despatch No. 95, and Foreign Office 
reference my despatch No. 13 of 13th December.) 


eee 


[6830] No. 269. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 71.) 
(Lelegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 11, 1913, 
HAS anything more passed on the subject of replacing the Regent ? 
‘The Russian Government has more than once approached us, but I have said that 
it would be preferable to leave the initiative to the Persian Government. 
(Repeated to St Petersburgh, No. 111.) 





(6174) No. 270. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 73) 
(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, Rebruary 11, 1913. 


) 
SIR G. BUCHANAN'’S telegram No. 46 of 9th February : Railway concessions. 
You should ask your Russian colleague for a copy of the Russian concession, and 
send one to me as soon as possible. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 112.) 


[6460] No. 271. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


ie 14.) 
Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, February 11, 1913. 

‘OUR telegram No. 63 of 10th February; Persian army. 

The Persian Minister has also mentioned the idea of engaging French officers to 
instruct the Persian army. 

T should of course welcome this proposal were not both British and Russian 
Governments in agreement that their own subjects should be excluded, and that the 
engagement of the subjects of one Great Power would make it difficult for us to refuse 
those of other Great Powers, and the whole onus of refusal would be on the two 
Governments, not on the Persian Government, 

If Swedish officers could be secured it would be preferable. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 114.) 








a 


(6173) No, 272: 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 75.) 
(Pelegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 11, 1913 

R G. BUCHANAN’S telegram No. 45 of 8th February : Advance to Persia, 
Russian Government having agreed to advance 200,000, His Majesty's Govern- 
ment are prepared to advance similar sum, and I am approaching the Treasury 
ageordingly. 




















Proposed Limits of Mining Concession —____ 


Limits of British and Russian Spheres ———— 
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T should wish, however, to receive as soon as possible your views, after consultation 
with your Russian colleague, as to interest, security, and eventual repayment. 
t is, of course, entirely distinct from advance of 10,0001. for Fars, regurding 
which you will receive separate instructions. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 115.) 





[4270] No. 273. 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


SIR E. GREY presents his compliments to the Russian Ambassador, and has the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of his Excellency’s communication of the 25th ultimo, 
respecting the mining concession which is the subject of negotiation between the 
Persian Government and a British syndicate. 

The negotiations in question have been intermittently carried on for some years, 
and Sir E. Grey understands from a recent telegram from His Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran that the Russian Minister has long been cognisant of the proposed boundaries 
of the concession. As long ago as 1910 it had been arranged by Sir G. Barclay and w 
representative of the syndicate at Tehran that the concession should not encroach on 
the Russian sphere. It appears, however, that some confusion has recently arisen at 
‘Tehran with regard to the limits of the concession, and the syndicate, in eae to 
representations from His Majesty’s Government, have agreed to the northern boundary 
of the concession being further modified so as to run in a straight line from Abadeh to 
Neh, instead of from Yezdikhast to Birjand. The effect of this chunge will be 
apparent from the accompanying map, where the proposed limits are indicated in violet 
ink, 

His Majesty’s Government trust that this explanation will be fully satisfactory to 
the Russiin Government. ‘They welcome an exchange of views with the Russian 
Government on the subject, as they are most desirous of complete and frank co-operation 
between the two Governments in regard to all Persian questions. 


Foreign Office, Pebruary 11, 1913. 





(6782) No. 274. 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Ofice.—(Received Pebruary 12.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 11, 1913 

REFERRING to my conversation with Mr, Parker, I beg to give below particulars 
of a conversation which I had yesterday with M. Goukassof, a director of the Société 
d'Etudes, whom I happened to meet that afternoon :— 


1. M. Goukassof began by remarking that his group © had secured the concession 
for the Julfa-Tabriz, Railway, and presumed that we had also secured our concession, 

Texpressed surprise at his being interested in the Julfa~Tabriz, concession, a8 I 
had understood that he was only concerned in railways in Persia as a member of the 
Société d'Etudes, whereupon he explained that he was associated with M, Podgurski in 
the Julfa~Tabriz concession. 

2, Tsuggested to him that it would be desirable to join up the Julfa~Tabriz, Railway 
with the Mohammerah-Khoremabad line, in order that a through connection might be 
made from the Caspian to the Gulf, and indicated that if this was practicable our 
syndicate might he prepared to co-operate with them. 

He replied that such a line would not be at all in Russian interests, as it would 
give much greater facilities to British trade than to Russian, and went on to explain 
that it was not their intention to cary on the line from Tabria to Urmia, but that their 
next objective after Tabriz was Kazvin, and eventually Tehran, 

. 1 then asked him how the capital for his railway was to be obtamed. He said 
that this point iad not yet been settled, but that the line was to bo built as a “Russian 
State Railway,” and that if the capital is not guaranteed by Persia it would either be 
guaranteed by Russia or be provided for out of Russian State funds, 


* This presumably does not mean his group in the Société d'Etudes —A, P, 


[1602] 3 E 
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His replies on this point. were somewhat vague, and gave me the impression that 
the exact method of raising the capital had not yet been settled, but that, if a guarantee 
from Persia were not asked for, it was the intention that the capital for the rulway 
would be provided by the Russian Government as an advance to Persia, possibly in 
anticipation of some future loan. 

As having a further bearing on the above matter, I may mention that I learned a 
short time ago from Lord Grimthorpe that it was a syndicate® in which he, Messrs. 
Morton Grifiths and Cow and an American named Mr Wiliams [ric], which was some 
time ago endeavouring to obtain the concession for the Julfa—Tabriz Railway through 
the Russian Government, and that after carrying on. their negotiations for some time 
Mr, Williams, who was conducting the negotiations in St. Petersburgh, was informed 
by M. Kokovtsof, the Finance Minister, that he need not trouble any more about this 
concession, as the Government had decided to build this railway as a “State line,” 
and therefore that no financial group would be allowed to secure the concession. 

Tam, &c. 
(0. GREENWA 























, Chairman. 








(6464) No. 





Sir Biiward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 76.) 
(Polographic.) R. Foreign Office, February 12, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 64 of 10th February : Advance for Fars, 
You are authorised to inform Persian Government that His Majesty's Government 
‘ure most anxious to assist, them to restore order in Fars by means of the gendarmerie, 
nd are prepared to contribute to the financing of the administration, apart trom their 
‘bution to an advance on account of the loan, on the following conditions :— 


1, ‘That the conditions laid down in paragraph 2 of your telegram No. 627 of LOth 
December are observed. 

2, ‘That, subject to any observation you may have to offer, the gendarmerie budget 
should be drawn ‘up by Swedish commanding officer at Shiraz, aud agreed to by His 
Majesty's consul and the financial agent in consultation, and, when this is done, that all 
‘uctual payments should be made by the Swedish commander 

3, That the conditions proposed by Sir P. Cox should, if possible, be obtained as 
modified by tho Vieoroy. It would, fiowever, be better to omit all mention of the 
Karun 

4, ‘That all purchases for the gendarmerie should be put up to open tender (see 
Sir P, Cox's despatch No, 1, Commercial, of 17th January), 

), That proper security and interest can be arranged, ‘The Russian Government 
Hoa probably not agree to this separate and purely British advance being secured on 
the lon, 











































me arrangement be made to secure it on the revenue of the provi 
your tlegeam No. 30 of 15th January, paragraph 2), 
Interest 

T should be glad to have your final opinion as to what sum monthly will be sufficient 
to ensure the proper organisation and gradual inerease of the gendarmerie force, us 
well as the amount of the contribution which will be required for ordinary administrative 
purposes by the Governor-General. We presnme that 8,000L. a-month would suffice for 
all purposes. 

T observe that you aro not in agreement with Major O'Connor as to the necessity 
or utility of the Governor-General having separate military foree, and I appreciate 
your reasons, but, if the Governor-General desires for reasons of amour-propre to have 
‘a small force of his own, it may be necessary to fall in with his views and endeavour to 
make it serviceable, Tt would not be right {0 use any of our money for this force 
unless it was really essential or contributory to the main object of secu the 
trade routes. 

Teshould like you to di 
some ngreement. 

You should alo inform Major 0% 





ce (see 
id what can be done about 




































d endeavour to come to 





this with Major O'Connor, 





Ce 





inor that our object is to avoid an expedition 





4a the syndicate about which we were vaioly endeavouring to get information early last year—C. Q, 
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in the antumn, and that as an alternative we are prepared to do all in our poner to 

assist the Governor-General to uphold and extend his authority, that we will recommend 

to the Treasury the immediate loan of the sum of 100,001, in monthly payments for 
i 


this purpose, but that if wo do this we must know on what the money wil 
because our only justification for lending it 





be spent 
the need of securing the trade routes, 














(54973/12) 


(No. 116.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 


YOUR Excellency should now act on my despatch 





No, 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


Foreign Office, Pebruary 12, 1913. 
Bases February. 





(6174) 


No. 277. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


(No, 117.) 
(Telegraphic) R, 
LEASE send co 





Foreign Office, February 12, 1913, 


ies of your memorandum and of Minister for Foreign Affairs’ 


reply in regard to Mohammerah Railway (see your telegram No, 46 of Sth February), 
You doubtless inserted words “at, present stage” as the question of guarantees will 


have to be discussed. 


(Repeated to Tehran, No. 77.) 





(6474) 


(No. 120.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 


No. 278, 


Foreign Ofico, Rebruary 12, 1913, 


SIR G. LOWTHER'S telegram No. 83 of 10th February; ‘Turco-Persian’ frontier. 


Ascertain from Minister for F 





oreign Affairs if he would send instructions to 


Russian Ambassador at Constantinople to let the ‘Turkish Government know that it 


would be most desirable and 
Without further delay to a defi 
the Russian and British not 
further procrastination 

T am instructi 
is auth 














d to co-operate, 





nt 


the true interests of Turkey 





they were to agroe 


te settlement of the frontier question on the lines of 


id that Turkey would gain no ultimate advantage hy 


ig Sir G. Lowther to take this step as soon as his Russian colleague 
(Repeated to Constantinople, No. 88, and Tehran, No. 80.) 








(6474) 


(No. 89.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 


AMY telegram to Sir G, Buchanan No. 120 of 12th February ; ‘Murco-Persian fron! 


When your Russian coll 
te the Turkish Government, 





(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 





jue is authorised yon should make the communication 






No. 279, 


Sir Bdteard Grey to Sir G. Louthor, 


Foreign Office, February 12, 1913, 
J 





21) 











(4149) 





No. 280. 


Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


SIR E. GREY presents his com, 


honour to acknowledge the rece) 
Embassy on the 27th ultimo, on tt 
project. 





i 


pliments to the Russian Ambassador and has the 
t of the memorandum, coinmunicited by the Russian 
w subject of the Mobatnmerah-Khoremubad Railway 
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A copy of a telegram, dated the 4th February, 1915, which Sir E, Grey has 
addressed to His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh on the subject, hos already 
been communicated to the Russian Embassy; any satisfactory comparison of the 
conditions under which this line and the Julfa~Tabriz line are to be constructed cannot, 
however, be made until His Majesty's Government are in possession of full details 
rogarding: the latter project, and His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran has accordingly been 
instructed to request his Russian colleague that he may be furnished with a copy of the 
concession, 


Foreign Office, February 12, 1913. 





(64973) No, 281. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Lord Revelstoke. 


Dear Lord Revelstok Poreign Oifice, Rebruary 12, 1913. 

LORD ERRINGTON asked the other day if Sir E. Grey would let you ha 
copy of our communication to the Russian Government respecting railways in Persia. 
Tow send you a copy for your personal information. 

Thou be alice you sbutdl anvenlently cal ine day soon ru orton to) dines 
the next steps to he taken; and at the same time I should like to talk over the ques 
of' the mission of Mr, Harrison to ‘Tehran, which I hope will not be long delayed, as it 
weoms desirable to take the financial situation in hand as soon as possible. 

Tam, &e. 
‘A. NICOLSON. 

























(6965) No, 282. 


Foreign Ofice to Mr. Greenway, 
Confidential.) 4 if 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 12, 1913, 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir B, Grey to inform you that, after the. interview 
which you and had with Mr, Parker at this office on the 10th instant, he 
‘addressed « telexram to His Majesty's Ministor at Tehran stating that you agreed to 
the northern limit of the proposed mining concession being a line from Abadeh to Neh, 
the wontern limit being a lino due south from Abadeh to'u point forty. miles from. the 
coast, and the eastern limit being from Neh, along the sixtioth degree of longitude, to a 
point forty miles from the eos 
For theility of reference Tam to transmit to you the accompanying map on which 
the limits are marked in violet ink. 
Tam also to enclose, ws requested in your letter of the 11th instant, further copies 
of tl ord of the interview which you had with Mr, Parker at this Office on the 
Sed instant, together with copies of the amended draft of the mining, concession, 
n, ke, 


LOUIS MALLET. 

































{7013} No. 2 


Colonel Yate, Me 











to Sir Edward Grey.—(Heceived February 13,) 





17, Prinec of Wales Terrace, Kensington, 
ebruary 12, 1913. 
done in Persia, and loth though T am 
to trouble you ou haye so much on your hands, I think you will allow that the 
proposed 1796 men that are to be enlisted for the Swedish gendarmerie at Tehran are 
utterly ineapable of keeping our trade routes open in ia, and that we 
must do the work ourselves or leave it undon 
‘he Russians, you said the other day, | 
should require 18,000 or 20,000 to do the 
‘To send a foroe of regulars to, Persia would 


Dear Sir Edward G 
THE time hi 









when something must b 



















000 men in Northern Persia, and we 
n Southern Persia. 
ure, say, 6,000 to march up to Yezd 








* No, 280, See Map to No, 278 (facing p 197). 
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and Shiraz from Bunder Abbas to take the Kashgais in the rear, 6,000 or 8,000 to 
march to Shiraz from Bushire to take them in front, and another 6,000 to march up 
from Bunder Dilam to settle with the Boir Ahmadis and Kuhguluhis, in conjunction 
with the Sheikh of Mohammerah and the Bakhtiari chief co-operating from the west and 
north respectively. 

My advice “is to raise a force of Persian levies under British and Indian 
Mahommedan officers to garrison the Bushire-Ispahan road, which is not the work 
for regular troops, and thus to endeavour, by prompt action now, to avoid having to send 
a force of regulars later on. 

I have drawn up a draft scheme for such a force of Persian levies with the help of 
‘Mr. Stainton, late of the Persian Telegraph Department, who knows the country well, 
Le alist waiting of ats on tela nee eastn Gio « Mnnencieai sane oun aero ee 
and J enclose a copy of bis last article herewith.* 

The scheme Thave drawn up speaks for itself, It provides for a force of 5,000 
men, the least number that it wil ‘be possible to hold the road with now that the tribes 
are so well armed. 

In eay operations in Denn wo have to sont novi to the Muon gu 
running haviny been allowed wo go on unchecked for #0 long, we have now to face & 
population armed with molern rifles and with plenty of cartridges: very different 
state of things to what it was ten years ago. 

It will take a good time to raise and train this proposed levy force, and the work 
should be taken in hand at once if it is to be of any Hl at all. 

The money can be found for it either out of the Persian Gulf customs duties, as 

inal proposed, or eso hy on, 
‘he Indian Hilla dan native officers: non-commissioned officers will, I think, 
readily volunteer for service in Persia from regiments in Indin if offered sufficient pay 
they can be seconded whilat absent. T have proposed one-third extra pay to what th 
get in India; that is the least that I think wi npt them, and it may take more, 
Hho great to start something and to get the Gontral India Horse away, ‘The 
men have t two yours away from their families; the dissatiafuction amonget. 
them is great, dnd they must be relieved or withdrawn without delay, 

‘The present state of things is a danger to the Tndian army. I'do. beg you to put 


an end to it, 
Yours sincerely, 
Gitas, E. YATE. 





you 




























(7021) No. 284. 
to Foreign Office. —(Keceived February 13) 


Sir, India Off, Rebruary 12, 1913, 

I AM directed by the Secrotary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letters of the 27th January and 7th February regarding a proposal that the 
Governor-General of Kerman should be supplied with money by His Majesty's Govern 
ment for the restoration of order in that province. 

In reply, Lam to say that the Marquess of Crewe is of opinion that His Majesty's 
Government should carefully consider their financial policy as a whole in Southern 
Persia before committing themselves further to. system of doles, of which itis difficult 
to sto the end, As Sir, Grey is aware tho expenditure of Indian rovenies in Persia 
has in the past been regarded by the Secretary of State in Council with great 
misgi to which foreible expression was given by Viscount Morley in this office 
letter of the 11th December, 1909, ‘The circumstances at the time were, it is true, 
somewhat different, but the principle is one to which Lord Crewe attaches no. less 
importance than did his predecessor. 

His Lordship recognises that special conditions may arise, as they have in fact 
arisen in the province of Fars, in which a reasonable expenditure of Indian revenues 
ata given moment may avert the necessity of greater expenditure from the same source 
ata later date. But he feels that such outlay ean only be justified in very exceptional 
circumstanees, and he is most reluctant to contemplate any further advances such as 
that sanctioned in the caso of Fars, unless based upon a considered programme framed 


ith a view less to the requirements of Persia than to the interests and revenues of 
dia, 



























Not printed, 
{1602} aE 
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It would further appear from Sir W. Townley's telegram No. 47 of the 2nd 
Febroary, 1913, regarding the Fars loan, to be very questionable how far such a dole 
fas is auggested in your letter would be welcomed by the Persian Government or would 
serve to any appreciable extent to ameliorate the situation in Kerman. ; 
In all the circumstances Lord Crewe considers that Sir W. Townley’s suggestion 
should not be entertained. 
Tam, &. 
t. W. HOLDERNESS, 





(7020) 


No, 285. 
India Ofice to Roreign Oi 





(Received February 13,) 


India Office, February 12, 1913. 
IN reply to your letter of the 27th January regarding the erection of a wireless 
telegraph station at Mohammerah, as suggested by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Iam 
directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for the consideration of Secretary 
Sir E. Grey, copy of n memorandum on this subject by the Director-in-chief, 
Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department, 

‘Tho Marquess of Crewe is consulting the Government of India by telegraph on the 
points raised in Mr. Barkor's note, and a further communication will be addressed to 
you on recoipt of their reply, 








Tam, &e, 
"?, W. HOLDERNESS. 


Enoloaure in No. 285. 
Memorandum by the Director-in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department. 


IN the Govornmont of India telegram dated the 24th June, 1912, five reasons are 
put forward for considering the proposal of w wireless station at Mohammerah by the 
sheikh objectionable, "Though the proposal now is to work the station by the agency 
of tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company, thereby discounting to some extent the rst, eeeond, 
‘and fifth objections, tho third objection remains as cogent now as then. The new 
agreoment about the Arabistan lines removes only one of the five objections entirely, 
viz. the fourth, 

Sir Henry Kirk in his notes of the 28th June and the 5th Novermber, 1912, below 
considers that the agency to be employed for the purpose is. the Indo-Extropean 
‘Tolograph Dopartinent, and he considers that no direct contribution should be asked 
for from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, aud he does not consider that a wireless 
station will bo wanted at Mohammerah if the Arabistan telegraph lines are put in order 
by this department. 

‘Pho Government of In 


























presont for the reasons stated, the Persian Government might be asked, on condition 
that we eventually construct the line by the route agreed upon, to allow ts to construct. 
‘4 temporary, line direct from Bunder Dilam to Mohammerah, a distance of about 
140 miles. ‘This route, as mentioned by the resident at Bushire, was unfavourably 
reported upon by the late Colonel Wells, Ru, director at Tehran in 1801, mainly 
Hocause the country is in parts subject to inundation, making the maintenance of the 
line difficult; failing « better route this difficulty is one that need not causo its total 
rojeotion. Authority might be given me to have the route examined and reported on in, 
the interval before rec n commences, On page 163 of volume 3, “Routes in 
Persia,” itis stated that “ there isa telephone belonging to the Sheikh (of Mohammerah) 
connected with Fallahich.” Fallahich is about 45 miles fram Mohammeral, and on the 
proposed route, so that there would apparently be ouly about 95 miles of the route 
about hich there is any doubt to be examined. 

.. The eost of the establishment of a L-kilowatt station at Mohammerah to work 
With Bushire would be about 6,0000., and the recurring charges about 900I. per annum, 
and as it would eventually only be au alternative t> the telegraph, very little revenue 
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would be forthcoming, and such as there might bo will belong to Persia; there will 
therefore, so far as this department is concerned, be no return for the outlay.’ A station 
with less power, to work with Kuwait, which is nearer to Mohammerah than Bushire, 
would reduce the first cost, but not the reourring charges. 

‘The Admiralty have asked to be consulted should the project be revived. 


R ©, BARKER, 
February 3, 1913 





17026] No. 286, 






Mr. Greenway to Foreign Ofice—(Received February 13.) 
(Confidential) Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, Pebruary 12, 1913, 


I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the th instant, conveyiny 
confidentially the views of the Admiralty'on the proposals recently put before His 
Majesty's Government by my company. 

Before replying to the point referred to in tho earlier part of your letter, T am 
desired by may board to way, with refprenco tothe last four paragraph; that the desire 

bby Sir Edward Grey that this company may not find it necessary to combine with 
the Shell Company is shared very strongly by myself and by every ono of my colleagues, 
and that it is solely for this reason that wo have been endeavouring to acok for some 
practicable means of maintaining the purely British character of the company. 

At the same time, however, I am desired again to point out that the matter is one 
of considerable urgency as although wo have managed so far to put off the Shall 
Company by excuses of one kind and another (in which wo have been helped by the 
fact that our entry into the market has been somewhat delayed owing to late deliveries 
of some plant), yet that within a short time we shall, by the exigencies of our position, 
be forced into coming to a decision one way or the other. 

Should we unfortunately be unable to withstand this pressure we shall do our 
utmost to exclude contracts with the Admiralty from any such agreement, but, as you 
will have seen from the copies of the correspondence between Mr, Cohen, of the Asiatic 
Petroleum Company (Limited), and myself beginning with a letter dated the 15th 
October, 1912, and concluding with one dated the fh October, 1912, of which I have 
ulanitiod copies for your coutidantial infermation, this sondiion would be very strongly 
resisted by the Shelf Company, and it may be imposible for us to insist upon it. 

‘As regards the proposed granting of a subsidy by His Majesty's Government, my 
board quite approciate that there may be difficulties in the way that aru insurmountable, 
but they desire me to point out that it is, they think, scarcaly correct to say. that. tho 
‘Admiralty are anked to.erback upon a peliy of nding 2,000,000) of capital inasmuch 
as it could, of course, be stipulated that the annual amounv should only be payable 80 
long as the company ‘wos duly carrying out the conditions of the contract, | herefore 
the only risk that could be involved would be that of the amount actually paid in 
advance of deliveries of oil. 

AAs rogards the proposal that the financial assistance to the company should be 
provided by means of in Indian Government guaranteo (of say 9 per cont. to 8 por 
cent. per annum) on the 2,000,001, of additional capital that it is estimated would be 
required, it is quite true that this would be practically ‘asking for a subsidy from India 
for the benefit of Imperial services; but this also, for the reason nin the last 
paragraph, is a subsidy more in name than in effect, since the interest guaranteed would 
To repayable by the company aonually out of the amount dus by the Admiclty on 
account of the oil delivered, and the only risk involved would be that of the company’s 
failure. 2 

Bat the granting of this small assistanoo to the Imperial services would, my board 
venture to suggest, bea very right and proper one for India to make to the Imperial 
Navy, more particularly in view of the great, importance to India, both politically. und 
strategically, of maintaining the purely British charucter of this important commercial 
interest in Southern Persia. 

So far, as regards the adoption by the Indian Government of Persian oil in place of 
coal for use on Indian railways, Iam pleased to report that as tho result of representa- 
tions by my company the Railway Board have now authorised extensive testa and trinls 
in comparison with coal, but, though there is but little doubt that these will demonstrate 
the superior advantages of oil, the question of whether or not the Indian Government 
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evintually decide upon the use of Persian oil for railway purposes will not belp to 
solve the present dificulty, as it will be eighteen months to two years betore the results 
‘of these tests and trials can be shewn. “4 
‘Therefore, the proposal as to the giving of « guarantee by the Indian Government 
‘one that must, presumably, be judged solely from the point of view of whether or not 
Tndia can properly be asked to make this (nominal) contribution to the Imperial Navy, 
and on this question my board fear that any representations made by them to the 
Tndia Office will be of no avail unless at the same time some strong indication were 
given that such assistance would be weleomed by His Majesty's Government, _ 

Bub, as represented by me at my last interview with Sir Louis Mallet, if none of 
the proposals +0 far put forward by us is felt to be practicable, there are, given a desire 
fi the part of His Majesty's Government to preserve the British control of the Persian 
Gillick, probably halfedozen alternative ways in which this could be achieved and 
ita meeting could be arranged at which some members of my board, and such, members 
Of the Government aud [or] of the Admiralty Board as are dealing with this matter, 
could moet toxether to discuss the various aliernatives at a ‘round table conference, 
some solution could no doubt be found, ae Aa 

For example, one sugyestion which I put forward at my interview with Sir Louis 
Mallet was that’a contmt should be entered into between the Admiralty and my 
company on the Hines proposed in my letter dated the 20th ultimo—one of the 
‘stipmlations of this contract being that the Admiralty should each year pay 100,000. 

account of the ofl subsequently deliveruble. ‘This is quite an ordinary condition of 
commercisl contracts, and in effect would mean that, from the time that we begin the 
large amount of expenditure (for additional field development, pipe lines, and refineries) 
that would. be required to implement, the contract—i.c., “lay the keel” of th 
extension of our business—we shoul be paid 100,000 per annum, on account of the 
honey expended, which sum (at the rate of 5a, pet ton) would go in reduction of the 
‘umount payable for the oil we hav red. c ée 

Such an arrangement might, my board think, enable them to raise the additional 
capital that would be required to meet a conteaot of the nature of the one under 
consideration, aud at the same time remove the one obstacle that stands in the way of 
company maintaining its Mite? 
‘As the, mutor is Oud of great importance the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company (Limited), but also, we venture to think, to His Majesty's Government—and 
iy algo of extreme urgency, iy board would feel much obliged if Sir Edward Grey 
could see his way to arranging an carly meeting, as suggested above, at which the 
whole question would be discussed, with a view to trying to find some practicable w 
of deallig with the difficulty in'a manner that would neither be onerous to the 
t nor be open to political ol 
























































DTinrt ao) oe 
‘0. GREENWAY, Managing Director. 








(7028) No, 287. 

Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 
(No. 67.) * 5 ‘ 
(el Tehran, February 13, 1913 





aphic 
IIE, Minister for 
Persian Government a 


eign Aflairs told me confidentially. 
jd ichout the position at Tab 
both because they have no 


day that the 
aus they are 






















un mike Shija-ed-Dowleh Governo ve 
con his patriotism, and because a8 an ex-robber and a man of no family 
position he is quite unsuited for sie a high position, 


His 
i 
Persian Minister saying that the Russian Mi 
Dest course would be to Shuja 





ad thatthe question of 


ppointing the Valiahd as Governor- 
ul to St. Petersburgh, and he had j 


ed a reply to the 
iba Re Horus Afi nitoaced C/E 
ervor General but that, if the Persian 
Governmont still persisted in naming the ; (2) the appointment should be merely 
Homial, and the: prince abot remain of thinly, if the Persian Goverument 
stilllesiewd that His Highness should go to’Tabriz (3) all his court should be selected by 
the Rnssian Minister for Foreign Affairs further called attention to the expense 
versian excheyite 

‘oposed was acceptable, but that 
out sacrifices of self-respect and 
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ational dignity that Russia demanded from Persia, His Excellency did not ask me to 
report the matter to you, but it appears to me that you should ba in early possession 
of fall information on this subject, as not a few poople of position anticipate that 


Azerbaijan may follow the example sot by Mongolia, possibly eamying Ghilan 
long too. 


(Repeated to Tabriz and St, Petersburgh.) 

















(7100) No. 288. 

(xa ,_ 7 W Bovey to Sir Bdtard Grey —Recsived February 14.) 
(Telegraphic, I Siran abla 3 
( Fal ) Tehran, February 14, 1913. 


R telegram No. 71 of 11th February. 

The Cabinet have addressed several telegrams to the Regent urging him to return 
to Persia, but his answers have been evasive and undecided. My Russian colleague 
hhas had no reeent instructions on the subject, 

(Sent to St, Petersburgh) 








(7217) No. 289, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February 14.) 


So. 50.) 

(Gelogrphic) R, St. Petorsbuergh, February 14, 1913, 
YOUR telogram No, 120 of 12th Nebruaty ; Tarco-Persin trontien, 
Ministor of Foreign Affairs is grateful for instructions sent to Sir G, Lowther, and 

has sent similar instructions to Russian Ambassador at. Constantinople, 








(7219) No. 200, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Kaward Grey 





—(Received February 14.) 





§ St. Poteraburgh, Fe 

R for Foreign Affairs hears from representative of financial’ Russian 

fount aia hat manent is favourable for eommencing negotiations with segard to 
rf ersian loan. is Excellency therefore hopes: you will induce ish group, 

shalt keine ney therefore hopes that you will induce British yroup 
inister of Finance told me a few days ago that he had only consented to advance 

200,000 to Persian Government bechuso of strong. press tecught te hae ce 

Minister for Foreign Affairs by His Majesty's Governn He, personally, believed 


that this money would be squandered, and that in w few months! time Pi : 
tbat this money would be aq months’ time Persian Govern 


On amy referring to question of large loan, his Excellenoy said that. he foresaw 
almost insuperable aticutes in the way of ie veallantion. French, Gonsis Crete 
to give the loan a first lien on northern customs, and to this Russian Government could 
never consent, as those customs were pledged as a guarantee for Russian loans, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, to whom T ropeated this, suid he believed « more 
careful study of receipts of northern customs would eonvinee: Minister of Finance the 
‘without surrendering the prior claims of Russian loans, there would romain sufficient 
surplus to serve us a partial guarantee for proposed large loan, 





ry 14, 1913, 

































(7220) 
No.5) Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Roceived February 14,) 
‘legraphie) St. Petersburgh, February 14, 1913, 





IANDED to Minister for Fi Affairs to- n re vi 
No. 64, together with cacmeijite ea Mod tis eee dat oo 


time summarised their contents verbally. > Be cet ch Saal ieatigh Ui eae 
‘The only point to which he took’ exce 
[1602] 





ption was the proposed alignment, which 
‘ 8G 
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would, he maintained, enable Germans to link up the Begdad line with the Traps- 
Persian Railway at Ispahan and divert all the through traffic tq the former line. ’ 
Alignment onght to be carried further east through Yezd. He said that he would have 
to subinit this question to the Council of Ministers, and asked what we should do werp 
the Russian Goverment to decline to secept our proposal. Tiaid that T could nat 
saver thie question, but, pointed out advantages of carrying the miley through 
trading districts instead of through a desert, as well as beneficial effect which it might 
haye towards restoring order in the south. 
His Excellency said that he would examine papers I had given him with his 
apett advisera and Aicuos the various plata with ite before aacdng hia writtan feply. 
I gathered from his language that he is rather sceptical as to the railway being 
Inilt beyond Tehran for years to come, and that his chief interest in the undertaking 
1s to gecure construction of line to Tehran, 
























(6619) No, 291°, . 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 












(No. 81.) 
(Welographic,) Foreign Ofice, February 14,1913. 
‘OUR telegram No, 98 of 27th January : Hormus ox 
Lillinger has consented to make nt once further elforts to come to agreement with 
rick to share contract in future. If he fails to accomplish this he will apply at once 
his own accoun 
We should prefor contract to be granted to Strick and Ellinger jointly, and you 
should tell Persiwn Government this. 
Meanwhile, till we know result of Ellinger’s negotiation with Strick, it would be 
better that Persian Government should take no action on latter's application for six 
months’ extension of present contrct, 


































(6173) No, 202, 


Poreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 14, 1913. 
WITH reforoneo to previous correspondence terminating with your Ietérof the 
23rd January, regarding the need for Great Britain and Russia to make a further 
pecuniary advanee to the Persian Goveryment before any big loan can be made by 
financiers connectod with the Société d'Etudes of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway, 1 am 
rected hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to state that His Majesty's Ambassador at 
joraDurgh has now informed hin in a telegram, of which a copy is enclosed,* 
that the Russian Government are now prepared to make a joint advance to Persia of 
400,000. 

It is therefore necessary for His Majesty’s Government to provide their share of 
the advaneu, yiz., 200,0000,, the appropriation of which sum for the purpose has, as 
your department aro axsare, heen sanctioned by the decision of the Cabinet. 

Tn viow of th y atter, Tain to express Sir E, Grey's hope that the 
Marguess of Crovo wil nur in his viow tht tho British molety should also bo paid 
forthwith, and that in this caso his Lordship will agree that half the British share of 
the advance shall be defrayed from Indian revenues, and will give directions that 
100,000L. shall accordingly be held ready for immediate payment to the Persian 
Government, 

Tam also to express the hope that his Lordship will agree to advance from Indian 
funds one-half (60,0001, of the extra 100,000. which it has been decided to advance 
in mouthly payments of 8,001, solely for the purpose of restoring ‘order in the south 
of Porsia, and thus of avoiding the necessity of dispatching any of His Majesty's forces 
for that purpose, a course which would uppear to be the only and far more costly 
alternative, 

Copies of telegrams which have beon addressed to His Majesty's Minister ar 
‘Tebran ou the subject aro also annexed. 






































































Nos. 272 and 275, 








207 






Sir E. Grey will he obliged if an early reply can be sent to this letter, in order 

that a communication may be addressed to the Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury 

‘on the subject, 

Tam, &c. my 
LOUIS MALLET, 





{6702} No. 293, 


Foreign Office to Mr. Greeneay, 


Sir, Foreign Office, Rebruary 14, 1913. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir B, Grey to inform you that a telegram has beer 
received from His Majesty's Minister at Teliran giving dotails of the conoossion for the 
Julfa~Tabriz Railway. 

According to Sir W. Townley’s report, the concession is for seventy-five years, the 
Persian Government to have the option of purchase after thirty-five years. Neither the 
Persian Government nor the Russian Government give any financial guarantee, and 
construction js at tho risk of the concessionaire; tho concession is a conversion of the 
old road concession, carrying with it the right to work all petroleum and coal mines 
on either side of the line to a distance of 40 miles ; profits derived from the working 
of the railway are to be divided equally betweon the shareholders and the Porsian 
Government, after 7 per cent. has been paid on the capital invested; 15 per cont. 
of the net profits derived from the working of the mines found on the State lands 
within the above-mentioned radius on either side of the line is to go to the Persian 
Government, 

No preferential tariff routes in favour of trade are conferred by the concession; 
it includes the right to build an extension to a spot at the northern end of Lake Urmia; 
and it grants preference to the company to construct a railway from Tabriz to Kazyin 
‘on equal terms with those that any other syndicate or company may propose, and the 
lapsed rond concession is renewed under certain conditions dealing with the period of 
construction. 

Sir W. ‘Townley is forwarding a copy of the concession by post. 


Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET. 











(7315) No, 204. 

Liewenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived February 15.) 
(No 2) 
Sir, Bushire, January 22, 1913, 





WITH reference to my telegram No, 115, dated the 16th January, I have the 
honour to enclose a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to is Majesty's 
Minister regarding the desirability of obtaining recognition by the Persian Government 
of our protective rights in regard to Bahrein, ad our title to protect Babin subjects 
in Persis 





Thave, &, 
P. Z. COX, Lieutonant-Oolonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fare, &e. 


Enclosure in No. 204, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


Sir, Bushiro, January 22, 1913. 

IN my telegram of the 19th January, 1 had the honour to suggest, amongst 
other desiderata, the preliminary settlement of which by the Persian Government was 
desirable, the abandonment by the latter of its empty claims to sovereignty over 
Bahrein, and the recognition of our protective rights in regard thereto, and our 
title to protect Babrein subjects in Persia. 
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It will be remembered that His Majesty's Foreign Office intimated in 1909 that 1t 
‘was intended to raise the question again when an opportunity presented itself. 

2, The subject of Persian claims to Bahrein, and the attitude adopted by the 
Persian Government in the matter of the protection of Bahreinis in Persia, is doubtless 
familiar to your Excellency, and it will be suflicient for me, before mentioning such 
Jocal developments as have ocourred since the matter was last under discussion, to 
refer to the correspondence ending with Sir G. Barclay's despatch No. 116, dated the 
4th June, 1909, to His Majesty’s Foreign Office. 

During’ 1910 an arrangement was come to with the Sheikh of Mohammerah, in 
regard to the protection of Bahreinis, which has fulfilled its object, in so far that no 
further question in this regard has arisen since then in Arabistan, where, so recently 
ay June 1912, the intervention of His Majesty's consul in regard to a Bahrein subject 
hhas been accepted apparently without demur by the provincial director of customs at 
Mohammerah, ‘This, departmental recognition has also been accorded, though with 
some hesitation, at Lingah. 

Tn Babrein itself the element of petty difficulty and intrigue arising out of the 
lingering fiction regarding Persia's claim to the islands, though for the time dormant, 
still survives, It will bp remembered that, in July 1910, His Majesty's Foreign Office 
‘agreed to the expulsion from Babrein by’ the sheikh of a certain Persian merchant, 
‘Ahan Nabi who had been constructively treating Bahrein as a Persian port by issuing 
internal coastal tezkerch passes to Persians proceeding from Bahrein to Persian ports. 
When, however, authority vas received for this man’s expulsion several circumstances 
combined to make it necessary to suspend action for the time: firstly, the sheikh now 
proved unwilling to, act against. Abdul Nabi; and, secondly, it was discovered that 
the British-Indian director of Bahrein customs had innocently, in the absence of 
Abdul Nabi, signed some passes to the same,effect without understanding tb» bearing 
of thom, 

As we wore at the time engaged in the framing of an order in council which 
would put us in a position for dealing with foreigners effectively ourselves, it was 
thought. prudent by the political agent and myself, in view of the sheikh’s uncertain 
Attitude and the above circumstances, to postpone dealing with Abdul Nabi until it 
had been brought into operation. The issue of the said order has been delayed from 
month to month, but is on the point of issue, and meanwhile, the objectionable 
practice has not of late been in evidence. 

5, Having regard to tho fact that the Persian Government based their claim to 
tho sovereignty of Bahrein on no better grounds than a convention dated 1822, which 
‘vas not only never ratified, but was specifically repudiated by both the Persian and 
British Govornments, the abandonment of the claim would not appear to involve to 
them any real lows of prestige or amour-propre, aud by removing from the category of 
disputed issues a matter which has caused a’ vast amount of correspondence and no 
little diplomatic friction in the past, can only tend to improve our relations with the 
Persian Government and its local officials 





































































1 am sending © copy of this despatch to His Majes 
Government of India, 


's Foreign Office and to the 


Thave, &e. 
PB, Z. COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e. 








[7316] 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Coz to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 15.) 
3) 





Bushire, January 22, 1913. 

dated the 19th January, T have the 
dated the 22nd January, 1913, which T have 
rding the desirability of obtaining from the 







WITH reference to my teleg: 
honour to enclose a copy of a despate 
addressed to His M Minister reg: 
Persian 













extension of rights of navigation on the Upper Karun. 
Thave, &e. 
p. 








Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 295. 






Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz to Sir W. Townley. 
Wo. 13) 
Sir, Bushire, January 22, 1918. 

IN my telegram No, 37, dated the 19th January, I suggested, amongst other 
desiderata to be sought for from the Persian Government, the extension of rights of 
navigation to the Upper Karun, Tnow have the honour to submit some observations 
bearing upon this subject, with the object of showing that such a step on the part of 
the Persian Government would not only be beneficial to foreign and Persian commerce, 
but would be a natural and logical sequel to the impending grant of railway concessions 
in Persia, and the desire to see the country opened up, which such action implies, 

2, It may be convenient if I commence by stating briefly the present position of 
the question as it appears from my record, 

Iwo steamers, the “ Shushan” and the “ Ma'win,” now run on the Upper Karun, 
The “Shushan” was placed on tho Upper River on the Ist May, 1890; it is the 

wroperty of the Persian Government, having beon presented in 1890) by Messrs. Lynch 

Brothers to the Shah, as they themselves were unable to own it, navigation above 
Ahwaz being reserved to Persian subjects by article 10 of the Karan River Regulations. 
She has been run ever since under the Persian flag, and Messrs, Lynch Brothers have 
a claim amounting to some 1,821,681 krans 33 c. against the Persian Government in 
respect of losses said to have been incurred in the running of the vessel from 1890 to 
1908, when stimulated apparently by competition with the Muin-ut-T'ujjar’s steamer it 
bogan to pay its own way, 

‘The ‘'Shushan” is a stern wheeler of 100 feet in length, 18 feet. beam, with a 
















isa twin serew steamer of about the same size owned by the 
iar, the moving spirit if not the whole embodiment of the Nasiri Company, 
ich has the concession for the navigation of the Upper Karun. 

hough not mentioned in the text of the Nasiri Company's concession, it seems 
clear from a telegram, dated January 1890, from Amin-es-Sultan to Nazim-os-Sultanch, 
the Governor-General of Arabistan, that the Persian Government considered the 
concession liable to forfeiture unless a steamer was put on the river within twolve 
months of the date of ratification of the concession, - Neverthless, this vessel wa only 















‘They elaim the right to do so for the sole purposes of their business (Karun River 
Regulations notwithstanding) by virtue of articles 2 and 14 of their concession, the 
Muin's claims to the exclusive right to navigate being in any case vitiated by his failure 
to place sufficient boats on the river under article 3 of his concession. 

‘The Persian Government was requested to give permission for the launch to bo 
used so long as required for the purposes of the company’s concession, but tho Persian 
Government accored permission for one year only, though His Majesty's Minister in 
roply to the note made it clear that its retention would be asked for #0 long as the 
company’s business demanded it. ‘The launch is still running; the Persian Govern 
ment, after a fruitless endeavour to stop tho launch by orders sent to tho’ local 
authorities at Moliammerah in July 1911, having apparently ceased .to interest 
themselves in the question. 

4. There is little doubt that, as soon as a commencement is made with the 
Arabistan section of the Mobammerah-Khurramabad Railway, a demand will be put 
forward by the syndicate for facilities for navigation on the Upper Karam and Diz, 
sich will enable them to transport railway material by water to within 20 or 20 miles 

5. Having regard to the above considerations, and seving that the Persian Govern: 
ment has nothing to lose by the extension to the Upper Kurun of the rights of 
nayigation enjoyed on the Lower Karun, as neither the “ Ma'win’” nor the “Shushan ” 
pay tolls, I venture to think that it would be a wise and liberal act on the part of the 
Persian Government, when granting the railway concession, to proclaim simultaneously 
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the opening of the Upper Karun on the lines suggested above, and thus put a term to 
the numerous petty disputes to which the prohibition in question has given rise. 
Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Government of India and His Majesty's 
Foreign Office. 
Thave, &, Rate ty te 
P. Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e. 








in No. 295. 





Enclosure 








Amin-ée-Sultan to Nazim-es-Sultanch. 





‘Telegraphic, ¢ . 
Coe eaty that you should inform Haji Agha Mohamed Muin-ut‘Tujjar that 
if, from the dato on which Government ratified the concession granted to them up to 
to expiry of the year allowed them, they fail to make good progress in the construc 
tion of the buildings, the improvement of the road, the bringing of a steamen and 
everything put forth in the concession, Government bave the right to give the concession 
to anothor or finish the works themselves, because delays are not perm: 
























(7318) No, 296, 
Lieuenant-Colonel Sin P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 15.) 


Bushire, January 22, 1913. 
IN «i preceding despatches, T have the honour to enclose a copy 
of a despatch, dated the 22nd January, 1913, which I have addressed to His Majesty's 
Minister, with’ rogard to our present position vis-d-vis tho Persian Government in the 
matter of our right to protect in Persia subjects of the trucial chiefs of Oman. 
Thave, &e. 
iw 











COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
‘the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fara, &e 











Enclosure in No. 296. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 





Sir, Bushire, January 22, 1913, 

IN my telegram dated tho 19th January 1 had the houour to mention, amongst 
other desiderata, the recognition by the Persian Government of our protective rights 
over the Trucial Coast, and our right to protect in Persia subjects of the trucial chiefs 
of Oman. 

2, Our position vie-d-vie the Persian Government in this matter di 
in regard to the question of the protection of Babreinis, inasmuch 
‘appear that specific representations haye been ever made on the subject at Tehran. 

3, The question, like many others, was first raised by the action of one of the 
Belgian Customs officials in the Gulf, who formally declined in 1907 to accept British 
invorvention in two cases concerning subjects of the Sheikbs of Abu Dhabi and 
Shargah, quoting in justification “Tehran circular No, 1361, dated the 4th February, 
1905," of which, however, he declined to furnish a copy. ‘ 

‘in reply to my suggestion that we should obtain formal recognition of our 
position in this matter fom the Persian Government, Mr. Marling replied that our 
right to insist on the Persian Government accepting such intervention was unassailable 
in viow of our published treaties of 1892, and that it seemed probable that His 
Majesty's Government would insist on final recognition of our rights respecting 
Bahrein aud Balireinis also, and that he was inclined to think that these matters would 
best be dealt ywith simultaneously. 

Sir G. Barclay, however, subsequently expressed the opinion that, although we 
could not admit any refusal on the part of the Customs or other authorities to 
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recognise our rights to intervene on behalf of these sheikhs, he preferred not to raise 
the question for the present except in the event of our intervention being clidllenged 
in some more specific case than those at the time under consideration, 

4, The issue has not been actively raised by the Persian Government since, and 
at Lingah and cleowhere the local authorities and Customs olilals now accept, oat 
intervention in matters concerning Oman subjects without demur, but, in. the absence 
of any specific recognition of our title and the issue of instructions to local authorities 
by the Central Government, they are in a weak position to co-operate with un oven 
when personally friendly and inclined to do so. 

For example, I would recall the action of the Turkish consul at this port, who 
proceeded to Lingah in 1911, and, without informing our representative, who is 
officially in charge of Turkish interests there, enrolled as Turkish subjects some 
400 Persian, Oman, and trucial Oman subjects haphazard. Had our position with 
regard to the latter category been clearer, both we ourselves and the local Persian 
authorities would haye been on. stronger ground for taking prompt action on the spot 
to put a term to this and similar intrigues, which, as will be noted from the Persian 
Gulf Residency Administration Report for 1911, reacted at the time unfavourably on 
the authority of the Governor of the Gulf Ports at Lingah 

5. Haviog regard to the position as described abovo, it will appenr that, whilat 
our title to protect in Persia the subjects of the trucial chiefs of Oman is unassailable, 
it would be distinctly advantageous to obtain formal recognition thereof from the 
Persian Government, who can have no reasonable grounds for withholding it, 

Tam sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's Foreign Oflieo and to the 
Government of India, 











Thave, &. 
P. Z. COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
‘the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Pars, ée, 








(7349) No, 207. 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Office —(Reeoived Pobruary 15,) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, Pebruary 13, 1913. 

REFERRING (0 your letter of the 10th instant and to! my intorviow with 
Mr, Parker of yesterday, Lbog, to adviso that I have to-day telographed to Mr. Wood, 
authorising him to acoept the Persian Government's offer in accordance with the terms 
conveged in Sir Walter Townley’s telegram of tho 9th instant, subject to the following 
alterations being made in the letter addressed by the Persian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to Mr. Wood :— 


1. The following sentence to be deleted 
“Tn latter case syndicate shall build at its own expense and responsibility.” 


2. At tho end of the letter, after the words “For two years from date of this 
letter," the following to be added 


“ Within which time the Persian Government shall decide whether the syndicate 
shall build the railway as a State line or under a concession to be granted to them.” 


I shall be obliged if you will advise Sir Walter Townley accordingly. 
Tam, &e, 























©, GREENWAY, Chairman, 





(7367) No. 208. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received February 15.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
cretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information 
of the Seoretary of State opy ofa despatch to India, Soeret, dated the Lath Fubrunry, 
1913, on the subject of Southern Persia, 


India Office, February 14, 1913. 

















Be 





Enclosure in No. 298. 


‘The Marquess of Crewe to Governor-General of India in Council. 

Sy tan, India Offce, February 14, 1918. _ 

THAVE the pleasure to forward for the information of your Excelleney in council 
copy of letters that have been reesived from the Foreign Office, dated the 21st January, 
expressing the atisfuction of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs with the 
services rendered by Colonel J. A. Douglas and the troops under his command, and by 
Mr. J, C, Smith and the staff of the Indo-European Telegraph Department in Fars. 

%, Trequest that suitable notice may be taken of Sit Edward Grey's appreciation, 
in whieh 1 fully concu 











Thave, &e. 
‘CREWE. 


















(7354) é 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Office {Received February 15.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 14, 1913. 
REFERRING to my separate letter of date advising that Mr. Wood, has been 
authorised to accept the Persian Government's offer for construction of a railway from 
Mobanmorah, oF a place adjacent thereto, to Khoremabad, I beg to inform you that in 
‘s soparato telegram T have reminded Mr. Wood that this acceptance is conditional upon 
tho simultangous completion of the mining concession. 














Thave, &e. 
©, GREENWAY. 





{7403} No. 300. 


Sir W. Towntey to Sir Edward Grey—(Reevived Mebruary 15.) 


fi nH Tehran, February 15, 1913. 


(Dalegraphi 
YOUR telegram No, 75 of 11th F 
My Russian colleague has not yet r 
upon the subject of interest, security i nt of the proposed 
Ua the Persian Government of 20,0001, T anticipate that: the same conditi 
nttaclied to the new advance as were attached to that of last’ March, namely 7. per ce 
iitorest, ropayiment out of the projected loan and scourity of the surplus of the worthers 
faistons receipts, stich surplus to bo devoted to repayment of the advance as it 
becomes available, Lhave » that these conditions will not b 
to Persian G ment, who maint is no advantage to thet 
for thy advance of their 0 










ns from his Government 
































negotiated: rly date. 
wT hive not been able, to see the. treasurer 
under ruply, but T ean think of no reliable seo 
the southern ns surplus, and Lean only: si 
should be delayed for a specified period pending the issu 
desirable that His Majesty's Government should now de 
of the southern customs is to be detained from March on for the repayment of advances 


already made, 


eneral singe receiving your telegram 
‘ty for the interest of the advance but 
i from the same source 
‘of a Toat 
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No. 301. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 15.) 


7427] 


(No. 70), : 
(Telegraphie.) R. Tehran, February 15, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 76 of the 12th February, 

Thave sketched roughly to. Minister for Foreign Affairs conditions under which 
His Majesty's Government are disposed to advance 100,001, to Persian Government for 
special services connected with Fars. His Excellency expressed himself as quite ready 
to come to an arrangement on line suggested, Before proceeding further I would 
ontur to submit certain observation on the proposals 

1.1 am strongly of opinion that any financial assistance rendered to. the 
gendarmerie scheme should be kept quite apart from any help that may be given for 
Simmistration of the provinos, in spite of the fact that two sthemes dovetal into each 
other and the one stands a poor chance of success without the otier, 

2. I have expressed myself badly if T have caused you to understand that T do 
not agree that Governor-General should have force of his own. I am of opinion that 
sich a foree is most necessary. Where O'Connor and T disagree is on question as to 
foreign officers for that force. He is in favour of British officers, I consider Swedish 
oflicers or officers afliinted to gendarmerie are more desirable, T. have suggested 
Colonel Merrill, an American, who stayed on after Shuster left. O'Connor concurs in 
this suggestion, but wants him to be seconded from gendarmerie, ‘This seems to me 
undesirable, though his work would be obviously of an independent nature, 

3, Gendarmerie budget in Fars is estimated at close upon 8,002, a-month, and 
administration budget at rather more than the same figure, so thut it is evident that 
that sum would not suflice for all purposes. I think budget should be prepared here, 
but amended by officer commanding, Shiraz, in concert with financial agent and Bri 

‘nd that money should be paid onder my sinction through the treasurer-.eneral 
mel commanding here for transmission to Shirw, ‘This would ensure suitable and 
rol. Tam of opinion that the 100,001, should be set aside for gendarmerie, 
to be paid in monthly instalments: and, say, 80,0002, be advanced: separately for Fars 
‘udiinistration to enable Governor-General to. carry on till end of June, or earmarked 
out of the advance of 200,001, Minister of the Interior is of opinion that all efforts of 
Persian Government should be turned to the restoration of order in the south, 

4, Question as to pi y and interest is receiving attention, but I fuil to 
seo why the Russia ct to advance being secured on Toa, as 
the increase to nearly double its presen th of the Cossack brigade is to be made 
as soon as the loan is iasued, 

5. I consider money devoted to. the formation of a strong foree under the 
Governor. orders can justifiably be held to have been expended for the 
purges of on trade routes, becuse, as stated above, gendarmerie and 
local ig disturbances and brigandage. 

nus to receive your answer to request forwarded 
ny tel 
proceed with training of his recruits w 





















































y for 2,000 rifles and ammunition, as he cannot 
nit the arms, 








[7028] No, 302. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 83.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Pebruary 15, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 67 of 13th February: Tabriz. 
‘The second course appears the best, but it would be better not to give any advice 
in the name of His Majesty's Government about Tabriz. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 133.) 
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[6173] No. 303. 
Poreign Office to Treasury... 


Foreign Office February 15, 1913. 

AS the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury are no doubt aware, the 
question of making a autatantial advance to, the Persiin Government jointly with the 

russian Government bas engaged the attention of the Cubinet, who decided that if and 
when the Russian Goverment were prepared to proceed His Majesty's Goverment 
would do likewise, in order to enable the Persian Government to carry on the admi 
tration pending the eventual issue of loan by certaia financial houses connected with 
the Société d'Etudes of the Trans-Persian Railway. 

His Majesty's Ambossado . Petersburgh has now reported that he has been 
informed by’ the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that his Government are prepared 
to udvanies a sum of 200,000), to the Persian Government, and Secretary Sir E, Grey is 

ok to give effect to the decision of the Cabinet to make « similar 
e at the earliest possible moment ; and Iam to express the hope that in the 
circumstances their Lordships will be uble forthwith to place at his disposal a moiet 
th 200,000, the other hall to be phy His Majesty's Serretary of Stat for Ind in 
Council. 

‘A telogram which Sir E. Grey has addressed to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran 
on the subject is enclosed for their Lordship’s information.” 

Tamn’further to call their Lordship's special attention to the condit 
Soutliorn Persia, which is a matter of special and pressing concern to His Mi 
Jovorument and to the Government of India, 

Their Lordships are doubtless aware that in 1911 Mr, Smart, acting British consul 
‘at Shira, when returning to his post with an escort of 100 men, was attucked and 
wounded by tribesmen on the Shiraz road, For it was doubtful whether he 


or the British Indian foree which was sent to his succour would be able to return to 
w, and thy circumstances of the outrage seemed to point to the necessity of sending 
a military expedition of several thousand men to punish the tribesmen and keep the 


oud opin, 

‘This course was ntrongly recommended by the Secretary of State for India, by His 
Majesty's Ministor at Tehrani, and by the British resident in the Gulf. As their Lordships 
G7ll pocorn, oomenjanitenss Kobe ik ys ourpinst Sil Chey anion ceed 
to it, a3, in hig opinion, it is « policy which might lead to the permanent occupation of 
Southorn Persin and to the partition of the cout di is Majesty's Govern- 
mont in very expenditure, Events disproved the exaggerated fears which were 
‘first entertained, and Mr. Smart and the British detachment having reached Shiraz 

safoty, it i ually agreed that His Majesty's should accept the 
assurance offered by: the’ Persian Government ind’ trust to their efforta and to the 
organisation of the irondarmerie under Swedish officers for the restoration of order. 

Tt should be noted, how 
British Indian cavalry detachm 


amstances, British trade in the Persian Gulf, instead 
of deorvasing or just maintaining its position, should have innereased., 

British travellers, including officers in His Majesty's service, are vnable to proceed 
along the road, and of various kinds have been perpetrated on those who 
hhave been obliged to do so. 


Ae the murder by tribesmen of Captain 


$ To Sir G, Harelay, 
} Sir W. Townley, No, 204 
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Eckford at Destarjin, which is described in Enclosure 4,* has recalled public attention 
to the need for taking serious steps to assist in the restoration of order in the south of 
Persia. ‘The snilitary occupation of the Bushire-Shiraz road, of Kazerun and of Shiraz 
is urgently advocated in many quarters, Sir Perey Cox, British resident in the Gulf, 
is convinced that by these means alone will order be restored upon the southern trade 
routes. His opinion is shared by Sir Walter Townley, and although Major O'Connor, 
His Majesty's consul at Shiraz, takes a less pessimistic view of the results which the 
Persian’ Government might achieve with His Majesty's Government's assistance, itis 
clear that he considers that there is but slender hope of improvement, unless His 
‘sjesy's Gareraniont si prepared tollake sheds at seriously in hand without delay 
and to provide the provincial administration with sufficient funds for ensuring the 
maintenance and development of the gendarmerie foreo oi provont Hines ae well a8 to 
enable the Governor-General to mest ordinary expenses of administration. 

His Majesty's Government, who have for some time past been faced with the 
choice of two alternatives, having made up their minds in favour of the course which 
appears to commit them least, must not hesitate to take the consequence of their 
decision which will involve the loan before the 21st March of 100,000, at least to be 
earmarked for the south in adlition to the 200,000L for general purpooes, Tam to 
refer their Lordships to Sir B, Groy’s telegram No. 76 to Sir W. Townley for further 
details + 

Sir B. Grey is, you Will perceive, enquiring what: sort of security can be given 
for this loan, and has suggested the provincial revenues; but he is prepared for an 
sneatafatory reply, and although he has little doubt that ie will be poable eventual 
to recover the sum advanced to the Persian Go it, he is of opinion that His 
Majesty's Government must on this occasion not enquire too closely into the nature of 
the security, but devote their attention to the proper control of its expenditure, ‘The 
mainer in which they hope to secure this is described in Sir W, Townley's telegram 
No, 627 of the 10th’ December last? and the above-mentioned telegram to him, No, 76, 

Sir E. Grey trusts that their Lordships will appreciate the reasons which have led 
him to the conclusions advanced in this letter, and he is convinced that, if the present 
state of anarchy is allowed to co matters will go fiom bad to worse, and it will 
become impossible for His Majesty's Government to resist the despatch of un important: 
military expedition to Southern Persia, with all its possible consequences, Hy considers 
that the only means of averting this necessity is by making suorifices to maintain the 
authority of the Persian Government, and he is therefore reluctantly compelled to ask 
the Lords Commissioners to sanction with as little delay as possible the advances for 

h he is now applying, 

Tam, &6. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





No, 304, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Reevived February 16 ) 
71) 
(Telegeaphic.) Tehran, Pébruary 10, 1913, 
MY telegram No, fi of 15th February 
Russian Minister has now received instructions from his Government to the effect 
that now advance should be 


of servitude towards the Russian Legation and Russian Bank in which ho found 
himself last year, and which, he says, was becoming intolerable, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





in Sir W. Townley, Dicomber 16, 1912. 
fownley, No. 76, Telegraphic, Febranry 12, 1918. 
, Decerber 10, 1912, 
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(7021) No, 305. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


ic), Re Foreign Ofice, February 16, 1913. 
YOUR telograms Nos. 28 and 42 of 24th and 3st January respectively : Kerman 
finance. 
His Majesty’s Government are not prepared to advance any special funds for 
Kerman, 


(7564) No. si. 


W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 17.) 
No. 22, 
in, Tehran, January 25, 1913. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 159 of the 7th August last, on the subject of 
the cxtablighinent of w Orsanck brigade at ‘Tubriz, 1 have the honour to forward. to 
‘ou herewith translation of a letter addressed to the Russian Legation by the Persian 
finister for Foreign Affairs in December last on the subject of the Cossack brigade 
‘gonorally, 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNEE 


Fnelosure in No. 306. 
Persian Miniater for Poreign Affairs to the Russian Minister at Tehran, 


Your Excellency ehran, December 5, 1912. 


yy 
L HAVE the honour to acknowledgo receipt of your Pxcellency's note of the 


18th Zikawdeh, 1380 (BOth October, 1912). Although ¥ planations were given 
to your Bxcellency through Manshoor-ul-Mulk regarding the organisation of this 
number of tho army which the Persian Government has decided to form, according to 
the now system, yet T have the honour to inform your xy that from of old 
until now a sum under the heading of expenses of do from the 
ninient rev » The Persian Gove e with a project and 
Dudgot, whieh ha » decided to organise 
i part of the arimy’ of this Government on the new 
ot contemplate naw expenses, which would necessitate 
earch for funds. With regard to your Excelloucy’s expression of regret that at t 
juncture the Persian Govern dered. the services of the Cossa 
brigade, I would, for your Excellency’s further information, explain 1 
in which your Hxcelloney proposed the for cl 
the Po nt instructed the Mi 


syator 


pen. negotiations with 
wale, for the establishuent of 
Persian Goyernment also instructed the tre 
i ‘of tho Cossacks in equal monthly in ain, since 
celleney andl Prince Vadholsky used to complain of the insufficieney of the 
oxponditure now allotted to the Cossack h prevented the brigade adminis 
tration from having in readiness its full appoiuted suumbers, instructions, therefore, 
this ju stry of War to open from ow diseussi 
with) Pi presented to the Min 
ge that the salaries 
the Central Tehran Cossack brigade be organised like the salaries of the othe 
of the Government included in the neiv sehen il to the Cossack 
tration out of thocustoms receipts or mali manner to 
Government from the beginning of Ham 1331 (Ist Haaol is 21st Mareli, 6c, Persian 
Now Year), In this manner the Central Cossick brigade y quite 
ly for servive its full strongth of cavalry, infantry, and artillery, namely, 1,863 
men. Your Excellency. will therefor that the Persian Governn 
taken into consideration the services of the Zossack brigade, and, indeed, 
spite of the financial straits of the Government, added to the numbers and increased 
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the salaries of the Cossacks, and have given your Excellency's proposal their best 
support. 

‘The Persian Government agree with what I wrote in my letter regarding the 
increase of the number of Cossacks in my letter of 25 Rajab last (11th July, 1912) 
to your Excellency, and on account of the financial straits of this Government, of 
which your Excellency is fully aware, will open discussions after the conclusion of a 
Jarge loan. 

Tavail, &e, 
MUHAMMED ALT (Aln-es-Sultanch), 





(7569) No. 307. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received February 117.) 


St. Petersburgh, February 13, 1913, 
the honour, in accordance with your telegraphic instructions, to transmit, 
to you herewith copy of the memorandum which I addressed to the Russian Government 
on the 5th instant in regard to the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway concession, and 
a translation of their reply thereto. 
Thave, &e. 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 307, 
wnire communicated to M, Sazonof. 


SIR EDWARD GREY has reoeived a communication from Count Benekendorff 
protesting against the conditions of the Mohammerah~Khoremabad Railway concession, 
and urging that its conditions should approximate to those of the Julfa~Tabria 
concession, and asking that an exchange of views should take place between His 
Majesty’s Government and the Russian Government, 

His Majesty's Ambassador has the honour to inform the Imperial Minister for 
Foreign Afairs that Sir E. Grey cordially welcomes this proposal, and that ho would 
therefore be glad to know the conditions of the Russian concession, more especially in 
regard to arrangements for securing equality of freight rates. 

With regard to the Mohammeralt-Kloremabad concession, Sir 2. Grey is replying. 
to Count Beuckendorff on various points of detail raised in his Excellency's commiuni- 
cation, and he recognises at this stage the Persian Government should not be tied 
down to more onerous financial clauses than those of the Russian eoncession, 
Sir E. Grey is in the meantime authorising His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to accopt 
an option from the Persian Government for the Molammerah line on condition that, 
pending a settlement of the terms of the concession or contract, the syndicate shall 
not be involved in any financial outlay on the survey, and that the Persian Govern- 
ment will afford at their expense adequate protection for the engineers engaged in 
survey. 

Hs Majesty's Ambassador is iustructed to suggest to M. Sazonof that a similar 
course should be adopted in regard to the Russian concession from Julfa to Tabriz, 
so that the British and Russian Governments may act in complete harmony in the 
matter at Tehran, 

His Majesty's Ambassador has the honour to add that His Majesty's Government 
fare now making proposals to the Société d'Etudes which will hasten the operations of 
that syndicate, and that he expects to receive at an early date detailed instructions 

will euable him to enter into definite negotiations with M. Sazonof on the 


St, Petersburgh, January 23 (February 5), 1913, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 307. 


Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G, Buchanan. 
(‘ranslation.) J 

‘THD Tmnperial Government have learnt with pleasure from the aide-mémoire of 
the British Embassy, dated 23rd January (5th February), that Sir E. Grey also 
considers it undesirable at the present time to burden the Persian Government, as 
rogards the question of the Mohammerah-Khoremabad, Railway, with more onerous 
financial conditions than those laid on it in the concession for the construction of the 
TulfatVabriz Railway. fas 

From a telegram received to-day from the Imperial Minister at Tehran, it is seen 
that this latter concession was signed yesterday, 24th January (6th February). The 
conditions on which the agreement relating to this matter has been reached between 
the Persian Government and the JulfacPabriz and Enzeli~Tebran Roads Company are 
doubtless known in detail to the British Legation at ‘Tehran. . 

‘The Imperial Government are not yet in possession of the final text of the 
concession, but from the telegran from M, Poklew ell above mentioned it 
appears that the imposition of tariffs on. the railway in question has been conceded to 
the company with the following reservations :-— 


“The concessionnaire does not intend by means of tariffs to embarrass Persian 
exports, and such wares, under equality of conditions, shall not pay different tariffs. 


Lo Ste Petersburgh, January 25 (Rebruary 7), 1913. 





(7468) No, 308. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 11.) 
(No, 113) 
Sir, istantinople, February 13, 1913. 
WII refore y despatch No. 1060 of the 12th December last, Ihave the 
honont to transinit herewith the copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Dr. Scott, His Majesty's acting consul-general at Bagdad, enclosing copies of a letter 
addressed by Mr. Vico-Consul Soane to M. Orlof, Russian consul-genoral at Bagdad, 
giving the southern limits of the territory of Shomiran in the north of Zohab, with 
Cortain. particulars as to its ownership. =“ 
given by Mr. Soauo as di 1 the Shemiran district can be traced 
yon the miap attached to the Foreign Office Memorandum. 
hich. ho. re ther dotails. respecti 
question, as also respecting. tho lines of the proposed cessions of territory to the 
Ran range aud to the south of the Elwend River respectively, will no doubt be give 
by Mr. Souno with the new sketch anap which, as will bo seen from Dr, Scott's despatch 
above reforred to, is being prepared by hi In the meantime it might, I venture to 
think, be advisable that copies of the identic map should be forwarded to Dr. Scott at 
Bagdad for the uso of Mr, Soane and M. Orlof, 
Thave, & 
ERARD LOWTHER, 


Enclosure 1 in No. : 
Acting Consnl-General Scott to Sir G. Locther. 


Your Excellency, Bagdad, Ji 13, 1913. 
IN continuition of my despatch No. 964, dated the 1th Noveniber, 1912, L 
submit herewith three: copies of a letter which Mr. E. 1, Soane has addressed 'to 
AM. Orlof, Russian consul-goneral at Bagdad, in connection with the proposed new 
‘Mareo-Persian front 
Thad hold this back hoping to be able to submit it together with the new sketch 
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map Mr. Soane is preparing. His long illness, however, has prevented him up to the 
‘present completing this work, 
Thave, &. 


NORMAN SCOTT, 
Captain LLMS., 
Acting Political Resident in Turkish Arabia 


Enclosure 2 in No, 308. 
Mr. Soane to M. Orlof. 


Cher M. Orlof, Tohia Sourkh, le 19 novembre, 1912, 

IL parait que le fils de Mahmoud Pacha Djafe, nommé Ali Beg, sujet ottoman, est 
le propriétaire du terrain de Chemirane, lequel a ét4,i1 y a longtemps, acquis par achat 
des anciens propriétaires (le tribu Charafbaini), A cause de cette’ circonstance les 
Kourdes le considérent comme territoire turque, appelant les limites de Chemirane 
“hudoud,” c'est-a-dire “ frontivre.” 

Référant & Ia carte incluse dans le Mémorandum 9033, septembre 1907 (dont vous 
possédez un exemplaire), voir la partie extrme nord de ln chaine Bendi Bamou 
portant les lettres“ Bon-" du mot ‘Bendi,” Entre cette partie do la chaine et sn 
continuation on verra un passage traversé par une ronte de Vouest & Vest. Ce passage 
(ou défilé) s'appelle Karga Mil. De Karga Mil & tirer une ligne, Inissant au nord le 
mont Chemirane et au sud Pashti Kalan; de Ii directoment sur Ja déviation de la ligne 
jaune des prétentions turques vers Vest, jusqu’a son but sur le Sirwan, Cotte démarca- 
tion délimite le territoire nommé Chomirane, On constate que dans Ie temps ol on , 
ramasse les contributions de tentes ot bétail, des soldats et. perceptours turques: y 
péndtrent, mais qu’il n'y pas de fouctionnaire permanent, 

Cordialement, &o. 
1B. SOANE, 





(7681) No. 309, 
Board of Trade to Foreign Ofice.—(Recaived February 11.) 


“s Board of Trade, Mebruary 15, 1913. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 6th February, transmitting copy of a letter 
W. E. Garstin, and to recent informal communications relative 10 the ‘Trans 
n Railway project, L am directed by the Board of ‘Trade to state, for Sit H. Grey's 
aformation, that they have had under consideration Sit W. I. Garatin’s letter of the 
th January and the draft contained therein of a declaration, proposed to be made by 
hand Russian groups with a view to safeguarding the interests of the 
French group. 
‘The Board observe that the draft declaration is to the effect that the agreement, 
betweon the Russian and British groups, which formed Enclosure B in Sir W. B, 
tin’s letter of the 20th December, does not modify in any respect the righits of 
the French group as they result from the international agreement as to principle, the 
agreements annexed thereto, and the statutes of the Société d’Mtudes. Tho inter- 
nal agreement as to principle Jays down that 


same proportions to. all 
effectively valuable the 


We or voncessions arising 
‘out of or connected with the working of the same. i 


“The group is agreed to request the Société d'Etudes to recommend the 
companies, to be formed as above, to acquire the assistance of the technical clemonts 
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‘6f their choieo on the basis of the equal distribution above mentionéd, this basis being: 
‘equally applicable to the technical and industrial sections, to the construction, and to 
the material and supplies.” 


‘The application of the principle thus formulated would necessitate an equal 
partiipatiqt of the threo national. groups in any companies which may be formed for 
the construction or working of any portions of the proposed line, or of any branches 
thereof. 

“in the Foreign Office letter to Sir W. E, Garstin of the 4th February, it is stated 
that the assent of His Majesty's Government to the project of a trans-Persian railway 
is subject to tho conditions (inter alia) that “British control must predominate in the 
southern or Gulf n of any trans-Persian line, or of the branches, which may be 

{that this control shall not be invalidated by any arrangement which may 
in rogard to the percentage of other (j.c., non-British) participation in the 
undertaking.” 

‘These stipulations are undoubtedly at variance with the literal text of the inter- 
national agreement as to principle quoted above. They do not, however, appear. to 
necessitate any practical diminution of the right of the French group under that 
areoment to one-third participation in the capital of any company formed to work 
concessions, 

Tn these circumstances the Board would suggest, for Sir B. Grey's consideration, 
that Sir W. B, Garstin might be informed that His Majesty's Government consider 
that any declaration should’ be so worded as to make it clear that the ‘rights of the 
Fronch group” referred to theroin mean the right to one-third share of the capital, 
an] not vo absolute equality with each ofthe other participating countries 

am, &c. 
H, LLEWELLYN SMITH. 





(7684) No. 310. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Recoived February 11.) 

7 

lugraphic.) R, Telran, Rebruary 17, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 81 of 14th February, last paragraph. E 

Minister for Foreign Afairs, to whom T made representations as instructed, has 
wited to defor action, 





[7349] No. 311. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 86,) ees 
(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Opie, Rebruary 11, 1913. 
YOUR tolegram No. 68 of Oth Rebroary; Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway 
eonesSyniieate are authorising Wood to accopt offer ot Persian Government, subject to 
following conditions : 
1, Sentence ‘in latter case syndicate shall build at its own expense and respon- 
sibility” to be omitted. 
% At ond of letter, after words “for two years from date of this letter,” the 
following to be added : 


“Within which time the Persian Government: shall decide whether the syndicate 
shall build: the railway asa State line or under a concession to be granted to them” 
(ies to syndicate). 


Tconsider both these changes reasonable, and you should press Persian Government 

to accept them, ‘The sentence referred to under (1) is redundant, as it is expressly 

stated in preceding sentence that conditions should be left to be arranged hereafter, 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 146.) 





174031 
Sir Kéteard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
a ir Bdteard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Ofice, February V7, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No, 69 of 15th February. 

1. The repayment of the advances already made should certainly begin from 
March next, if this can be arranged. 

2, Will the surplus bear the further burden of the new advaneo—interest and 
repayment? Ifso, this is much the best solution, If a large loan is floated, all the 
advances can be repaid out of it, 





(7220) N a 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


fo. 149.) 
ogra) Foreign Ofice, Rebruary 17, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 53 of 14th February : ‘Trans-Persian Railway, 
Your language approved. I will await M. Sazonof’s observations and the reports 
of his discussions with you which Tam glad he will hold before sending a written reply. 


I will, I trust, be able to give satisfactory explanations on any points which he may 
raise, 


[7775] No. 314, 


Messrs. Andrewo Weir and Co. to Foreign Ojfice. (Received February 18.) 


Baltic Bzchange Buildings, 2, Bury Strect, 
Sir, London, Rebruary 14, 1913, 

REFERRING to the conversation between Mr Normai, Mr, Malkin, and 
Mr. Ellinger on Wednesday, the 12th instant, relative to a new contract for tho 
shipment of oxide from the island of Hormuz, we now beg you to make an application 
on our behalf to the Persian Government for a five year’ contract, to run from the 
termination of the existing contract between the Persian Government and Messrs, 

) Strick and Co, (Limited), 

We are propared to take 6,000 tons per annum of the usual quality of Hormuz 
oxide, as hitherto shipped from that place, for a period of five years, at a prico of 
43s, 91, per ton free on board at Hormuz, 

Th viow of the unfortunato result of the last contract with the Muin-ut-Tujjar, wo 
trust Sir Edward Grey may find it possible to ask His Majesty's Minister at Tohran 
to do all he can to seouro.us the benefit of the new contract. 

In accordance with the suggestion made by Sir Edward Grey, we yesterday 
approached Mr. Strick with a view to coming to some arrangement with him hy means 
of which our interesta may be made identical, and we hand you enclosed copy of our 
lotter to Mr. Ellinger in reference to this, 

__ , As Mr. Strick has now beon informed of our intention to apply for « new contract, 
it is obviously desirable, in the absence of any affirmative reply from him, that wo 
should lose no time in making our application known to the Persian Government, andl 
we should be obliged if the information can be communicated by cable to His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 

We aro, &e. 


A. WEIR axp Co. 


Enclosure in No. 314. 
Mr. Weir to Mx, Ellinger. 


Baltic Exchange Buildings, 21, Bury 

. London, February 14, 1913. 
- gel with you, T called for Messrs, Strick yesterday afternoon, and 
informed them it was our intention to make application for the new oxide contract, 


[1602] 3L 
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ut, before doing so, we were desirous that they should know this, and to learn 
whether they were prepared to work on the contract together. ‘They promised to 
telephone, but, up to time of writing, we have heard nothing from them. As soon as 
wwe hear anything I will let you know. 
Yours sincerely, 
WILLIAM WEIR. 





(7803] No. 315. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received February 18.) 


TIE, Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Sceretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated 17th February, 1913, 
regarding an officer for Luristan. 


India Office, February 17, 191 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Pelegraphic.) P. Rebruary 17, 1913. 
OPICER for Dizful, 
In reply to your telegram, dated 7th instant, Sir W. ‘Townley has requested us to 
dopute an officer from India for this purpose, and Captain A. 'T. Wilson, political 
department, has been selected by us, 





(7776) No. 86. 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Osfice.—(Recvived February 18.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Pebruary Vi, 1913. 

to hand below copy of a telegram received to-day from Mr. Wood :-— 

1g concession, 


“aye sont by post tovlay Porsian Government counter-offer containing twenty 
articles.” 


‘Vhis departure from the terms ar ranged by Mr. Preece with the Persian 
Government, and the consequent delay, seem to indicate that the Persi 
‘aro playing with the whole question. 
Thavo, &. 
6, GREENWAY, 





(777) No. 317. 
Porsian Railways Syndicate to Woreign Office —(Reeeived February 18.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
February 17, 1913. 
to hand you copy of a telegram received to-day from Mr. Wood, 

‘Vho first condition should in any event be insisted upon, for the reasons explained 
by me to Mr, Parker at our recent interview. 

As regards the proposed addition to the second condition, I will call a meeting of 
the board of tho syndicate to consider the matter, and communicate the result to you 
as soon as possible, 

Tam, &e. 
©. GREENWAY, Chairman. 
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Enclosure in No. 317. 


opy of Telegram received from Mr. Wood (Tehran), February 17, 1913 


REFERRING to your telegram 14th. Persian Government will not agree to first 
condition, but they agree to second if the following added :— 


“Provided plan and specification, estimate, &c., resulting from survey. are sub- 
mitted to Persian Government at least six months before expiration of above-mentioned. 
period two years.” : 





(7830) No, 318. 


Burma Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received February 18.) 


(Costdents) ) Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 


; February 17, 1913, 

TT has long been known that petroloum deposits exist in Baluchistan, but the 

ibility and natural difficulties of the country have hitherto deterred us from 
ndertaking any serious exploration work there, 

Tt has, however, come to our knowledge recently that there are some promising 
areas in Las Bela, Kelat, and other States situated on the Mekran Coast, and it ia of 
just as much importance to this company and to its associate, the Anglo-Persian Oil 
‘Company (Limited), and also to British, Imperial interests, that the control of theso 
possibly productive areas should not fall into the hands of monopolists, who are socking 
to sectire control of the world’s supplies of oil fuel as it is to secure similar protection in 
‘Mesopotamia, 

AW nze therefore Genizons of undertalcng  the\axploitadion aC thls textitory) and 
shall be mach obliged if His Majesty's Government an seo their way to support our 
application to the Indian Government for an exploring licence over the whole of 
Southern Baluchistan, 

Tn making this request we would point out that, if concessions for any portion or 
portions of this territory fall into the hands of company promoters, it will be extremely 
difficult. to prevent their coming under alien control, as these individuals, or the 
companies to which they may sell their rights, will be much less able than we axe to 
withstand the inducements and/or pressure which will undoubtedly sooner or later be 
brought to bear upon them by the monopolists referred to, 

‘An example of what would happen tn this direction is shown in the present portion 
of tho coneéedlons grasitod,criginaly to Beitin conceasontaices, in Tgypt, 

‘Therefore, in view of the obligations which have been » by ou company 

their contract of the 26th November, and of the 
circumstances in which they. undertook d 


We venture to request. that 
ing to the Indian Govern: 
e and of the navy that the 
exploitation of this new territory should be entrusted to our care, and that we be given 
the option of selecting and working on the usual Government of India terms such areas 
as we may consider suitable. 
We are mal 
special considerations involved we feel that it. would bo 
ntageous if His Majesty's Government could make known to the Goverument of 
India their views and wishes in the matter, 
We are informing the Government of India that we are prepared to 
organise an expedition to make a thorough geological examination of the te 
question, and to develop and work as soon as possible thereafter such of the 
may be selected, 
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[7853] No. 319. 


Sir G, Lonether to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received February 18.) 
Coen ; : 
Nolographic. Constantinople, February 17, 1913. 

YOUR tel F Die eaie 
‘cation made to-day by the Russian Ambassador and myself 
Minister for Foreign Affairs assured me that he had been aetively engaged on the 
subject, and promised a settlement within twenty days. 
Tasked if T might so inforin you officially, “He teplied in the affirmative, 
‘A similar answer was given to my Russian colleague. 





[7888] No. 320, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey. (Received February 18.) 


ic,’ Tehran, February 18, 1913. 
zram No. 62 of 10th February ; Salar-ed-Dowlel 
Tins accepted conditionally the offer, including Governorship of Ghilan, but 
ho has dono it ina most impertinont manner, representing that he does so only to 
please Russia, and that he could not have heen coerced by Persian Government, who, 
4 @ matter of fact, could probably under actual conditions destroy him in two days. 
Government are most anxious that he should go abroad for six months 
until the situation becomes, clearer, and seek your good offices with the Russian 
Government to secure this, ‘They are prepared to pay his reasonable expenses while 
broad and to promise him a suitable post on his return, but they say that it is 
intolerable that a man who claims Russian protection and asks for guard of Russian 
ks should bo named Governor of Resht within » few days of having been in 
revolt against the Government. 
ite of the fact that the two legations made joint representations to Salar last 
op jan colleague has conducted the present negotiations entirely alone, 
lvising mo from time to time of the proceedings. 
Tt seoins hard to foree such a man as Salar on the Persian Government at the 
present moment, aud under conditions which make it clear to the public that he is 
under Russian protection, 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) ‘ 





(7887) No. 21, 


foray Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Groy.—(Received February 18.) 
No, 74.) 
tt raphic) R, Tehran, February 18,1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 86 of 17th February: Mohammeral-Khoremabad Railway. 
Wood has already made the representations to Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
hn received the answer that Cabinet cannot eliminate sentence referred to under (1). 
Tam making representations to Persian Government as instructed, but it would bo 
easier to support my argument if | knew what other reason beyond redundant langua 
? urge against] sentence in question which the 
follows the phraseology of sulla concession, 
‘accepted provided that it is also stated that 
Jusion shall have been obtained six months before the 





No. 3! 
Pownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 


(Holegrathia) Tehran, February 18, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 82 of 14th February: Lientenant Si 
Following: ie consul at: Kerman : 


“Cannot Foreign Office be induced to reconsider decision? Measure would 
distinctly tend to restrain Bakhtiatis and apprehensions of the non-rebellious population, 
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while strengthening our prestige in our own sphere of influence. If not carried out we 
Weay bles be accused of injustice, and be foroed to condemn orsupport the Governor- 
General without adequate knowledge, Lecoffre would supply Steward with 1,0001. to 
Gi the wheels and alleviate petty injustices, &e. Incidentally we should gain knowledge 
of the province and people, which is badly wanted in this province’ 





£7020) No. 323. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


Foreign Office, February 18, 1913. 
R despatch No, 6 of 9th January: Arabistan telegraphs. 
[understand that you have communicated to your Russian colleague terms of new 
tion, Has he made any observation ? (See Sir A. Nicolson’s despatches Nos. 339 

and 375 of 28th May and 14th June, 1909.) . 

Byarticle 7 of the new agreement it will not be as easy to allow Russian signallers, 
if the Persian Government object, as it would have been under: article 9 of the old 
draft agreement. 

Do you think this should be cleared up with the Persian Government now, or that 
it might wait until the Russian Government express a wish to appoint the signallers ? 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 158.) 





No, 324, 
Sin Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


‘elegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, February 18, 1913, 

MY. telegram No, 81 of 14th February : Hormuz oxide, 

Weir hias approached Strick, but latter has not replied, and there is omo reason 
to suppose that he will not do 80, 

Sfould he not reply within reasonable time or reply unfavourably, Weir is 
anxious to apply for contract on expiration of Strick's present contract, 

Ttis desirable, therefore, that no agreement should be signed at ‘Tehran pending 
uncertainty as to Strick’s reply. 

Strick knows that Weir intends to apply for contract in absence of agreement 
between the two. 

T gather that Strick has not so far himself applied for renewal of contract, 

Weir is being told that he must send ns his own application, and that His Majesty's 
Government cannot act as his agents. But you are authorised to inform tho Persian 
Government of the present situation, as we should like to seo an arrangement arrived 
at whereby both parties would be satisfied 





(7887) No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 92) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, February 18, 1913. 
‘OUR telegram No, 74 of to-day : Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway, 
‘against the sentence reforred to under (1) in my telegram No, 86 of 
iat it definitely binds syndicate to build at their own ex 


[1s02) 3M 
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insist on the following further sentence: “If local political difficulties, of a nature to 
impede the operations of the survey party, arise, the period during which, necessary 
dita are to be submitted by the syndicate shall be correspondingly extended. 

Teonsider the present desiderata of the syndicate eminently reasonable, and you 
should do your utmost to ensure their early acceptance by the Persian Government. 
‘The failure to reach a satistictory arrangement is very regrettable 





[7026] No. 326. 
Foreign Ofice to Admiralty.* 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, Rebruary 18, 1913. 

WITH srence toa letter from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, of the 12th instant, 
copy of which was sent to you on the 14th, concerning the views of the Lords Com- 
Inieionors of the Admiralty on the proposals recently put forward by the company, 
Tam directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to inform you that he would be glad to be 
favoured with an early expression of tie views of their lordships on the contents of 
that letter, 

Tam, &c 
LOUIS MALL 





[4736] 
Roreign Office to Treasury. 


, roreign Offiee, February 18, 1913. 

WIHT reference to your letter of the L6th January, 1912, on the subject of the 
establishment of wireless telograph stations in the Persian Gulf, Lam directed by the 
Socrotary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit horewith, to be laid before the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Tr ‘1 copy of a letter from the India Office 
Covering telographie correspondence with the Government of India respecting the 
desirability of treating the construction of a landing pier and quarters for the coating 
stall in tho island of Henjam as part of tho general scheme in question.t 

‘Tho question arises outof the desire of the Government of India to store? 
of coal on that ishad as being the best basis for His 
the wireless station is installed, TL was thought possible that t ian Government 
inight raise difficulties, but after satisfying himself that there was material for resisting, 
Wventual objections Sir KE. Grey gave his consent to the Government of India's 
propor 
peo in obvionsly desirable, from the political point of view, that the establishment of 
tho coaling station should ‘attract as little attention as possible, and Si 
accordingly hopes that the Lords Commissioners will agi being treated as. 
of the witeloss telegraph sc nd will sanction the moiety of any expenditure 
involved boing charged to the diplomatic and consular vote 

Pstimatos of tho costof the proposed works will he forwarded to their Lordships as 
soon as they are received, a 

am, &e. 


LOUIS MALLE! 





{8021} No, 328. 


Sir W. Garatin to Sir Edieard Grey—(Received February 19.) 


Sir, . &, Bishopsgate, London, February 18, 1913. 
SOCLETE internationale d’ Etudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan. 
T have tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant. 
‘The British seroup welcome the clear statement therein contained of the opinions 
of His Majesty's Government on certain points submitted for their consideration on the 


* Also to India Ofice, mutatis mutandi 
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th December last, At the same time it is evident to them that if the views now 
‘expressed are maintained the lines of the original project for an international trans 
Persian railway vill have been so materially altered that none of the advantages 
‘anticipated from the through connection with India can now be reckoned upon in. 
‘support of the scheme. 

Such departure from the original idea of direct rail communication between India. 
and Enrope will. necessarily require full discussion with their French and Russian 
associates in the Société d'Etudes. 

Before even this step is taken it would seem imporative to ascertain the extent to 
which British railway interests in Southern Persia are capable of consolidation, as it is 
Tilt atte cattioment of this question that an international agreement can satisfactory 
Bo reached The extent and nature of participation which, with the consent of tho 
British Government, should be offered to foreign interests over the main trunk Tine 
(running from the Russo-Persian frontier to Bunder Abbas via Shiraz) can then be 
determined, 

Dealing separately with the points of your letter under reply, I venture to advance 
the following considerations :— 


As to (a), the British group note the clearly expressed assent of His Majesty's 
Government to the principle of a trans-Porsian railway project, but they desire to 
emphasise the fact that the conditions now imposed by the British Government are 
tantamount to converting the original Indo-European project into one mainly intended 
for the development of railway enterprise in Southern Persia. In theso cizcumnstances 
they would submit that, having stipulated for Government control, and insisted on an 
aligoment suited to political requirements, His Majesty's Government should not at 
the same time exclude the possibility of financial assistance in the future. 

Tn regard to (3), the British group are glad to learn that their co-operation in the 
Société d’studes is still considered desirable on general grounds. 

‘They note that His Majesty's Government hold themselves already engaged to 
support other interests in the following concessions :— 


1, Mohammerah—Khoremabad. 
2. Bunder Abbas-Kerman, 
8. “Certain lines in the neutral sphere.” 


rd to (2), the British group are naturally much concerned to find that, 

Jovermment consider themselves committed in such a way as might 

;portant section of territory—one, moreover, vital to auy trans-continental 
scheme—tribntary to competing interests. 

‘As to (3), these last-mentioned lines remain unspecified, and until the British 
group have lewrnt what 1 1 been satisfied that they do not interfere with the 
Completion of the main alignment now suggested for adoption, they cannot wsefully 
fenter into discussion with other parties, British or foreign. 

With regard to the statement that “His Majeaty’s Government would be prepared 
to recommend to the interested in the projects in tho neutral sphere that it 
would serve British interests if they would join with the British group of the Société 
{'Etudes,” the British group would be glad to know who are the parties interested in 
the projects referred to by the Foreign Ofice. 

Tnformation on this head would enable the British group to appreciate the value 
to bo attached to auy expression of views which the parties in question may desire to 
put forward, 

Tn conclusion, the British group note that the approval of His Majesty's Govern. 
ment is accorded fo the text of the proposed letter to the Persian Government, subject 
to the modification of wording suggested in your letter under reply, which, on resuming 

ions with their French and Russian associates, they will submit for their 
consideration. 

‘The absence of any further mention of the texts of the proposed intergroup 
agreement (enclosed in my letter of the 20th December, 1912), and of the proposed 
declaration desired hy the Freneh group (enclosed in my letter of the 16th ultimo), 
Teads the British group to assume that these documents also have the approval of the 
Foreign Office. 

Thave, &e. 
W. E, GARSTIN. 











17964] No. 
India Offiee to Foreign Office —(Received February 19.) 


Sir, India Ofice, February 18, 1913. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 14th February, 1913, on the subject of loans: 
4p tho Persian Government, Tam directed to inform you that the Sccrotary of State for 
Tndin in Conneil agrees to the immediate payment from Indian revenues of the sum of 
100,001, being a moiety of the British share of the proposed Anglo-Russian advance 
‘of 400,000), ‘The sum in question will be held in readiness for immediate payment to 
the Persian Government, 

‘Pho Secretary of State in Council also agrees to advance from Indian funds a 
furthor sum of 50,0001, being half the amount of the separate loan to be made by His 
Majsty's Government Tor the special purpose of restoring order in the province of 
Fars, 

Tord Crowe assumes that these advances, like thoso made to the Persian Govern 
mont in 1912, will bear interest at the rate of 7 per cent, 

Tam, &e. 
T. W. HOLDERNESS. 





(7973) No. 330, 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Ofice.— (Received February 19.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 

; February 18, 1913. 

I MUCH regret that through an oversight an acknowledgment of your letter 
of the 20th ultimo, addressed to the woeretary of the Persian Railways Syndicate 
(Limited), hus not been sent earlier. 

Tam pleased to hear that the suggestion put forward by me relative to the 
appointment of a viee-cousul in Luristan has received careful consideration by His 
Majesty's Government, and note that the conclusion arrived at is that, while the 

ppointinent of an officer with the title of viee-consul would be undesirable on political 
rounds, it vould be desiuble to station a British officer on special servi in Luristan, 
This arrangement will, uo doubt, serve the purpose T had in view. 

Talso note that the Foreign Office are now communicating with the India Office 
and the Treasury as to the means of providing the necessary funds for the appointment. 

Tyenture to point out that, since, as the Foreign Otfice are aware, there is every 
prospect of the survey for the line between Mohammerah and Khoremabed being 
eran abort, ib vary ‘sirable that the proposed appointment should be made 
without delay. 


Tam, &c. 
©. GREENWAY, 
Chairman. 





(8006) No, 331. 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Ogice.—(Reevived February 19.) 


re Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Bi February 18, 1913. 

1 BEG to hand you herewith copy of the reply I have dispatched to-day to the 
telegram received from Mr. Wood on the subject of the mining concession. 

‘The whole attitude of the Persian Government in regard to this concession and to 
the railway contract sven nilicate that they are not treating either proposal 

isl, and Fshall be much oblige Majesty's Government can see their way 
to indicating to the Persian Government that all financial assistance will be withheld 
pending a sitisfactory completion of these negotiations. 

Thave, de, 
(©. GREENWAY. 
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Enclosure in No. 331. 


Copy of a Telegram dispatched to Mr. Wood (Tehran), dated February 18, 1913. 


MINING concession. 

Referring to your telegram of 17th, most unsatisfactory, as delays all progress two 
weeks. Are new proposals in any way objectionable? Can yon not get terms already 
approved by Foreign Office accepied ? Inform Persian Government. no money® will be 
firheoming until they are. Whole attitude Persian Government in connection 
with milway and mining extremely disappointing. Furnish British Minister ‘Tehran. 
copy this telegram. 





(7970) No. 332. 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Poreign Ofice—(Recvived February 19.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 18, 1913, 

WITH reference to the telegram which came to hand yesterday in regard to the 
railway negotiations with the Government of Persia, I eg to hand you copy of the 
telegram which wo have to-lay dispatchod in reply, as arranged by our chairman 
with Mr, Parker. 

We shall be obliged by your indicating to Sir Walter Townley your approval 
of same. 

We are, &e. 
(Por British and Foreign General Securities and 
Tavestment rust (Limited)), 
‘A. B, SPODART, Seoretary. 


Se 


Enclosure in No, 332. 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Mr. Wood (Peliran), 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
(Telegraphic) Rebruary 18, 191 

REFERRING to your telegram of 17th, first condition essontial. Objection to 

tonico is it definitely binds syndicate build at own expense responsibility that is 
‘without a guarantes, whereas previous sentence leaves point open for future settlement. 
To definitely exclude at this stage all idea of guaranteo obviously render option 
tiygatory and valueless. Accept second, provide word plan to survey deleted, and 
following substitited: necassary data for arriving at conclusion. And following rider 
faded: sf road political difficulties impevlo operation survey party, the period during 
Which nocessary data to be submitted to be correspondingly extonded. Furnish copy 
this telegram to British Minister, Tehran, 





(7972) 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Ofjice.—(Received February 19.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, Pebruary 18, 1913. 

TAM obliged for your letter of the Lith instant, giving details of the terms of the 
concession for the JulfaTabriz, Railway, and advising that Sir Walter Townley is 
forwarding a copy of the concession by post. 

With reference to the point that neither the Persian Government nor the Russian, 
Government are giving any financial guarantees, I beg to suggest the desirability, of 
obtaining from the Russian nit some definite statement as to how the capital 
is to be provided—if not by guarantec. 


+ Le, fora Syndicate 
{1602} 
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Tvis well known that even for railways in Russia the capital is almost invariably 
‘obiained by means of Government guarantees and that the money is largely raised in 
other countries. It would be still more difficult, if not impossible, for the concession 
naire of the Julfa~Tabriz Railway to raise the capital required for a railway situated in 
Persia without such a guarantee, either from the Russian or the Persian Government. 

‘Dherefore it is to be assumed that the capital is to be provided in some way by 
the Russian Government, similarly to the capital which is being employed in the Russian 
Banque de Pérse, the whole of which, it is generally understood, has been supplied by 
the Russian Government, and this assumption seems to be supported by the statements 
which have been made’as to the intention to build the Julfa—Tabriz Railway asa 
“Ttussian State line.” 

If the capital is to be so provided it is very essential th 
4s it will place Russia in the position of being able to begi 
northern railway forthwith, whereas if the construction of the 
railway is to be dependent upon a Persian Government gu 
it‘can be taken in hand, 






























s the factshould be known, 
the construction of their 
ichammerah~Khoremabad. 
ntee it may be years before 














Tam, &. 
|. GREENWAY, Chairman, 





(7928) No, 334. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 19.) 





(No. 76,). 
(Polegraphic.) Re Tehran, Rebruary 19 1913. 

MY telogram No. 74 of 18th Fobruary : Khoremabad Railway. 

Minister for Foroign Affairs says that Cabinet consider retention of rednindant 
sentence desirable, and point out that similar sentence i Tabriz. concession met 
with no opposition, He fears lest by deleting sentence he 
trapped into some financial obligations they could not ene th in 

i ices, He seems to consider that previous words do not afford 
, and mistrusts the intentions of the syndicate in asking for 
lotion of the sentence, 
































[8069] No. 

‘ Sir W, Lownley to Sir Edward Grey—(Recetved February 19.) 

(No. 72.) 

(Welegraphica 1, Tehran, February 19, 1913. 


YOUR telegram No. 99 of 18th Februa 

T have both communicated copy of the new convention to my Russian colleague 
and discussed with him its bearing upon our agreement respecting the possible 
necessity of Russian signallers on line. He wade no objection, and appeared to 
consider that it would be time enough to raise the question should two at any time find 
it necessary to demand the presence of British signallers. 

T think that ivwould be uuadvisuble to reopen the question with the 

iment. 





Arabistan telegraphs. 























Persian 
Go 








{7776} 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 03.) 
Telegraphic) Foreign Office, February 19, 1913. 
GRBENWAY. reports that his agent has received a counter-ofler from the Persian 





Government for mining concession, that it conta 
home by post. This has 


is tient 
idea very bad impression, at 
the concession had heen ly agreed upon by Preee 
over two. ago, Greenway consid that Gover 
whole question, I feel it is important that you should 
support. 






cles, and is being sent 
inasmuch as the terms of 
nd Persian Government 
are now playing with th 
ive his agent your energetic 
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17928] No. 337. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 

(No. 94.) 

(Telegraphic,) R. Foreign Office, February 1), 1913, 

YOUR telegram No. 76 of to-day: Mohammeral—Khoremabad Railway. 

Tam at a loss to understand your difficulty in allaying the apprehensions of 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, if they are genuine, Snrely you can convince his 
Excellency that the words “on conditions to be arranged hereafter’ amply safeguard 
the liberty of action of the Persian Government. Please explain how, in those 
i , the Persian Government could be trapped into financial obligations. 
cate ask for at this stage is that the question of a guarantee should not 

uurable to them before the survey is made. When the 
survey is made the question can be examined on its merits; the phrase which 
syndicate desire to have eliminated would, if retained, preclude such an examination, 










































(7427) No. 338, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No. 95.) 

(Telegraphic.) R, 

YOUR telegram No, 70 of 15th Februat 

1, Tagree. 

2 If Colonel Merrill could be employed I see no objection, as he is not a 
subject of a European Great Power. My impression of your holding a different 
opinion from Major O'Connor respecting military foree for Government was based 
‘upon your despatch Ne, 159, third paragraph from the end, 

Am I right in supposing that the expenses in connection with it are calculated in 

e for administrative purposes ? 
Tagroo as to method of preparing budget and paying colonel, 

Teast 30,0001, should be earmarked from the general joint advance for the 
purposes of administration in Fars, and we could not advance more than tho sums 
already indicated, 

4. I shall be glad to hear further as to security and interest, Tf any means of 
repayment from provineial revenues could be arranged, it would facilitate discussion 
with the Treasury, especially in view of advantageous arrangements made by Russia 
respecting repayment of last advance, 

6. Tam pressing India Office for answer. 


Rereian Office, February 19,1913, 


ance to Fars, 



















































(7926) 







Sir Edvard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 





(No. 96.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, Pebruary 19, 1913. 
FOUR tetogeam No.75 of 18th February : Livutenant Stoward 
You should inform His Majesty's cousul’ at Kermau that the decision was arrived 
at after consultation with the Secretary of State fir India and the Government of India, 
and that Tam not prepared to raise the question again, 













































No. 





9. 










Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 19, 1913, 
WITH reference to my letter of the 15th instant, regarding a joint Anglo-Russian 

advance of 10,0001, to the Persian Government, 1 am directed by Secretary 
dward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commis- 
















* f Also to India Office, mutatis mutandis, 
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copies of further telegrams exchanged with His 


sionors of His Majesty's Treasury, f 
same subject. 


‘Majesty's Ministor at Tehran on th 





17886} No. 342. 






Tam be MALLET: foes Sir Bdvoard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 97: 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, February 20, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 73 of 18th February : Salar-ed-Dowleh 
T agree that this is very tiresome, but Ido not see much advantage in our putting 
the proposal to the Russian Govorament, though if it were recommended hy 
M. Poklowsky Twould support it. Would it not be better for the Persian Government 
to igoore tone of Salar-ed-Dowleh's letter, and see how arrangement worked ? 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 164.) 
























(7775) No, 340. 


Foreign Office to Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. 





ntlemen, Foreign Office, February 19, 1913. 
TAM directed by Sooretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jottor of tho Lith instant, left at this Office by Mr. Martin Ellinger, relative to contracts 

















































for tho shipment of red oxide froin the istanel of Hoes ee et ; [8069] 
Tam to inform you in reply that Sir B. Grey has addressed a telegram to ee San 
His Majesty’ Minister at Tehran authorising him. to. inform the Persian Government eae Sir award Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
of the situati explained orally by Mr, Bllinger, and (No. 98.) Amc e 
expressing the ald be signed at that capital pending the (Telegraphic,) R. Foreign Office, February 20, 191: 








YOUR despatch No, 6 of 9th January and your telegram No. 77 of 19th February : 
Arabistan telegraphs, 

T consider torms of convention satisfactory, and am informing India Offive that I 
see no objection to operations being authorised at once. If the Russian Government 
wish to introduce Russian operators Inter on, wo must get the Persian Governmont 
to consent. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 107.) 





receipt of Messrs, Strick’ y sent communic: ioe 
I ‘shen the time arrives for your application to bo 

it will ho necessary for you to make it yourself, as 
‘a8 your agent, Oras 








nade to tho Persian Governme: - 
This Majesty's Government are precluded from acting in the matter 
ihat of any private individual or firm 








Tai 





m, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(8342) 











No. 344, 





(8225) No. 341. 


Mr. Greemteay to Foreign Ofice—(Reeeived Mebruary 21.) 





Mr. Greomeay to Foreign Ofice-—(Recoived February 20.) Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 












- 7 easton Sir, February 19, 1913, 
Winchester Hen Oe eed London, I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, enclosing copy 
Gir aI ah a ndcir cuore ak the) folowite tangas Se a ed tin renly fo of a telogram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the subject of the Mohammerali= 


Khoremabad Railway. 
ference to the remarks in the concluding paragraph of your letter, there 
appears to be Some misunderstanding, 

Mr. Shuster was at the time tho duly and on! 
Persian Government for the. negotiation of 
negotiations carried on with him were necessaril 
in the person of Mr; SI 
negotiations he coi 


wt him. on 18th. , on the subject of the mining concession :— 


ow proposuls aro most comprehensible and evidently drafted by a Belgian. 
dl wid yours thoy: are objectionable. Lam of opinion yours will never bo 
British Mi Pokran, concurs in. Sending you Julfa concession 




























Compai 
accopte 
to-day. 





y authorised representative of the 
essions, &e., and consequently any 
known to the Persian Government 
How much or how little of what passed at these 
ed to other persons connected with the Government neither 
we nor our representative in Tehran were. 2 it our business to enquire 
nce Mr, Shuster, under article 2 of the 12th June, 1911, held full 
to act for the Persian Government subject, only to approval of the Medjliss, 

Mr. Brown, who was our representative at the time in ‘Tehran, explains that 
Mr. Shuster recognised no authority whatever on the part of the Cabinet, which was 
at the time an effete and ineffective body, possessing uo administrative powers at all 
in connection with the matters which, under the law of the 12th June, 1911, had been 
transferred to the authority of the treasurer-general, 
Mr, Shuster’s attitude in this respect was shown in Mr. Brown's telegram of the 
16th October, 1911, of which a copy was furnished to you in duc course, in which tho 
latter wired as follows :— 


































at are putting forvan entirely now 
sroposuls, apparently at the suggestion of Belgian advisors, notwithstanding that the 
aa of fle ‘raft which has if approved by His Majesty's Goverament w with 
the exception of the slight alterations recently introduced, previously passed and 
agreod by Mr, Preoco with the former Persian Government. P 

T shall be much obliged if His Majesty's Government can seo their way to 
in tho matter ad bringing pressure to bear upon the Porsian Government 
With a view to inducing them to bring to an immediate conclusion the long protracted 
nogotiations for the railway and mining ious. Pan 

‘An exphanation of the Persian Government's present attitude in respect of these 
concessions will doubtless be found in the information contained in Mr. Wood's two 
{clegrams of the 3rd Robruary, and wuless immediate and strong pressure be brought 
to boar pon the Persian Government, it looks as if the negotiations will completely 
fall through 


‘Aw will be seen the Persian G 



























































“Owing to cold reception by Cabinet and strong objection, leader of Parliament 
against Khoremabad treasurer-general will not subinit contract to Parliament, but will 
ask Parliament to authorise him to make contracts for construction of line from Julfa 
to Mohammerah on the basis of terms and conditions arranged with us.” 













Tam, &. 
©. GREENWAY. 































‘This shows that (1) there had been some disenssio 
Mr. Shuster on the subject of our contract, but that, ss the Cabinet were not favourably 
disposed towards it, he intended disregarding them altogether (tho objection of the 
Cabinet at the time was that the termination of the line at Khoremabad was tantamount 
[1602] 30 
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ee 















* Nos 300, 304, and 312, 
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to a recognition by the Persians of the British and Russian spheres of influence), 
and (2) that the terms and conditions of the contract had then been agreed between 
Persian Government (in the person of Mr. Shuster) and ourselves, subject only to 
tion by the Medji 
‘As regards the subsequent telegram from Sir Walter Townley, our agent 
(Mr, Brown) thinks it desirable that some attention should be drawn to the incorrect 
tinction which is drawn between Mr. Shuster and the Persian Government in the 
first sentence of your letter dealing with this telegram and in the penultimate 
paragraph of your letter, because the statements in question imply that in negotiating: 
with the treasarer-general he was dealing with an unauthorised person and not with 
tho Persian Government. 
With roference to the variations between the wnnotated copy of the draft contract 
roforred to by Sir Walter Townley and the draft submitted to the Persian Government 
Jast sumiaer, Mr, Brown states that they agree with the following exceptions: — 





























1. Alterations agreed to in telegram of the 3rd October, 1911, to Mr. D. Brown 
in reply to his telegram of the 30th September. Copies of both telegrams are 
enclosed. 

‘The reason for not altering the draft contract in accordance with the telegram of 
he 3rd October was due to the fact that My. Shuster approved both proposals, leaving 
it optional to the syndicate to insert whichover clause they favoured. ‘These 
altorations appear in articles 133 and 19 of the printed draft. Copy of telegram dated 
tho 16th October, 1911, from Mr, D, Brown, showing that the terms had heen accepted, 
is also ouclosed, 

2, Article 4, which rofers to the free grant of land, has also been altered for 
reasons known to the Foreign Ollice, 

3, Clauses 22 to 20 of Seligman contract relating to American treasurer-general 
and his stall, whieh bodied in draft contract, have been eliminated from 
printed contract bec now applicable, 

















Mr, Brown oxplains that his negotiations with Mx. Shuster wore all only transacted 

‘and that as he held the proper authority of the Persian Government, 
os 28 anid 24 of the fundannontal lars of tho constitution of the 30th Decomber, 
1006, anu of article 2 (c) of the law of the 12th June, 1911 (copies of all of which are 
enclosed), he considers that he was in fact negotiating with the Persian Government, 
‘and that they were and still aro bound by the treasurer-general’s actions. 

Thavo, &c. 
G. GREENWAY, Chairman, 


















Enclosure in No. 344. 
Papers communicated by Mr, Greenway. 
(L) 
The Findamental Laws of December 30, 1906. 





Article 23.—Without the approval of the National Council, no concession for the 
formation of any public company of any sort shall, under any plea soever, be granted 
by the State. . 

Article 24,—Vho conclusion of treaties and covenants, the granting of commercial, 
industrial, agricultural, and other concessions, irrespective of whether they be to 
Porsian or foreign subjects, shall be subject to the approval of the national consultative 
assembly, with the exception of treaties which, for reasons of State aud the publie 
advantage, must be kept secret. 









@) 
Law of June 12, 1911. 





‘Tho treasurergeneral shall establish the following o:ganisations in 


the Ministry of Finan 





(c) Chief oftice for fiscal operitions, AIL ions of the Government with 
the hank aud operations respecting the minting of bullion, and questions of exchange, 


















Toans, interest, amortisation, conversion, concessions, and financial agreements, wheter 
any such agreements yield a revenue to the Government or whether it imply a financial 
obligation of the Government, shall, the provisions of the laws established being duly 
“observed, be effected by this office. 










(3) 
Copy of Telegram received from Mr. D. Brown, September 30, 1911. 

Referring to your telegram of the 26th, treasurer-general objects to. any 

commission to syndicate conducive to increasing cost construction or uneconomical 


working ra Provided syndicate undertakes to arrange contract at not more than 
10 per cent: profit for contractors, treasurer-gencral is willing to agree to following 











Syndicate to take bouds firm ‘at 871, 10s,, retaining all profit on bond issue; 
syndicate to receive 15 per cent. net receipts, with minimum. 15,0001, per annum, to 
start from date line opened to public traflic, 


Referring to your telegram 27th, addition to clause 22 likely to creato difficulties, 
recommends citizen United States only. Consider all other terms practically agreod, 


a) 


Copy of Telegram sent to Mr, D. Brown, 7 





ran, October 3, 1911. 


Referring to your telegram the 30th, syndicate cannot. possibly entertain no 
remuneration during construction, nor is it reasonable for Persian Government to 
assume that they can contract on largely more favourable terms than Russia, ‘Turkey, 
, Brazil, Chilo, &c. Taast word is. syndicate will agree to accept 24 per cent, 
to be included in contractors’ profits, making 124 per cent. in all, or alternatively 
15,0001, per annum during construction, in either ense syndicate taking bonds 87, 10s, 
and retaining profit on bond. issue, if any, and receiving 15 per cent. nev receipts, 
with minimum of 15,000 per annum from dato line opened, Clause 22 highly 
desirablo include British Government, but if treasurer-general find this q 
impossible we agree to United ‘States, only some provision is necessary. for 
otter loans if any beating pro ratd proportion of sulary. Draft contract concession, 
p. 16, line 3, after “lawful Government,” insert ‘or by intertribal disturbances,” 
Draft contract concession, p. 8, line 20, after “bond,” insert “and in making up any 
deficit on working of railway,” 
Referring to your telegram the 25th, it will be necessary to decide gauge before 
survey, but we think treasurer-general’s condition covers this, therefore nnecossary: 
stipulate in contract. 

































(5) 

Copy of Telegram received from Mr. D. Brown, October 16, 1911, 
Owing to cold reception by Cabinet and strong objection leader Parliament, 
against, Khoremabad treasurer-general will not submit contract to Parliament, but 


will ask Parliament authorise him to make contracts for construction of line from 
Julfa to Mohammerah on the basis of terms and conditions arranged with us. 









{8386} No. 345. 


Viscount Errington to Sir A. Nieolson.—(Received February 21.) 
My dear Sir Arthur, 8, Bishopsgate, London, February 20, 1913, 


ENCLOSED is x memorandum referring to some of the points raised in conver- 
sation about Persian affairs at the Foreign Office on the 18th February, I trust you 
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will find this résumé in accordance with your recollections of the main features of the 
discussion, 
Should you be able to see us again next Tuesday afternoon (25th Februar 
any hour most convenient. to you, Revelstoke wonld greatly appreciate the opportunity 
of talking matters over with you further before going to Paris next week. 
Yours very sincerely, 
ERRINGTON. 


Enclosure in No. 345. 
Memorandum of Conversation at the Foreign Ofice on February 18, 1913. 
Present: Sir Arthur Nicolson, Lord Revelstoke, and Lord Errington. 


SIR A. NICOLSON opened the conversation by refurring to the Foreign Office 
Totter of the 4th Rebrunty, Lord Revelstoke replied that his letter had been duly 
received and considered by the British group of the Sovigté d'Etudes, whose reply 
should reach Downing Strvet in the course of the next few hours, 

Lord Revelstoke then said that, although he had not personally been present at 
the mecting of the British group last Monday, b d that the impression left on 
the minds of members was that the last ¢ 
‘was tantamount to ex 
furthor pointed ont that the 
Foreign Office could not bo 

lust section of this 
uniderstood to be claimed by other pa 

To this Sir Arthur demurred, saying that, without reference to document: 
impression was that the aligumont suggested was a" clear it 
agroed that th 
progress sith 


the Russian and Kre ‘ test, correspondence between the 
British group and the L, Mallet's letter of the 
Ath instant and the reply, Sir Arthur course would be advisable, 
and added that he did riot appr ction to such a step, more especial 
communications were to. be made to the Russian Government, who would doubtless 
keep the Russian group infors 


Persian Loan. 
Setting aside the question of railways, Sir Arthur Nicolson then said he was 
anxious to talk about the fina 


He explained that 


disposition had been sho cussed in London in October last, 


from Government sources to assist 
establishing order, Much opposition had, however, 
tors owing. to the difficulty in that country of 
making cash advances for speoial purposes of this nature, 
Axeooment had, neverthel of 
it 
total some 80,000/. out of the amount contribu ritain 
rked for special purposes in the south. ‘The Russian Government were indifferent 
pendent financial steps taken by the British Government in the south, but had 
stipulated that advances to the Central Govei ran should not exceed the 
amounts that Russin was prepared to 
Apart fiom the advance to the Cente rnment, Sir Arthur explained that a 
‘special loan of 100,000). was to be made trom Brit mids to the Governor. 
Goneral of Bars in order’ to establish order trade routes. Tt was 
hoped that th the Persians themselves would 
the purporas of ishing lay aud order ‘in the disturbed regions, and that 
this would obviate the necrssity of militar a larger ich might 
otherwise have to be undertaken by I i 


With such results a wild be obtained by these measures, and 


sent Persian Gove 
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seemed to promise, in the opinion of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, it was hoped 
by the Foreign Office that the Société d’Ktudes would shortly be able to dispatch 
ihre delegates toiehran 0 examine tho franca position of Persia and to report on 
the subject, 

To this Lord Revelstoke replied that the primary object of the delegates visiting 
Persia was to obtain a concession for a trans-Persian railway, and tho’ financial question 
‘was always considered as entirely separate from that of the rally. 

If, therefore, the railway project was to be curtailed, amended, or modified jn such 
@ fashion as no longer to appeal to the various interests in the Soolété d'letudes, 
Lord Revelstoke did not see how the dispatch of delegates could be justified to the 
promoters of the société. Considerable expenditure had already been incurred without 
much prospect of return, 

Another reason for hesitation was that the principle of lending money to Persia 
had never actually been laid before the Société d’Iitudes as a whole, although certain 


financial interests in this body in London and Paris had at times referred to the 
matter, 


The cost would be considerable, aud it, would 
be dificult to justify the société dispatching delegates to Persia for purely financi 
investigations, especially should that body, rightly or wrongly, consider their railway 
projects as put aside by tho British Government, ‘The most reasonablo solution to 
the first stage in the financial problem would therefore seem to be that delewates sent 
to Persia should proceed under Government auspices, and that no. charges in this 
eonneetion should fall upon the Sooigtéd'Btudes so long as purely Bnanoial investigations 
were pursued, 

fore leaving, Lord Revelstoke mentioned that he was going over to Paris nox 
week, and suggested that, before proceeding there, it would bo useful to learn the 
Foreign Office views on the trins-Persian railway and loan questions, Sir Arthur 
therefore suggested that conversations should be resummed on Tuesday, the 26th February, 


after the Foreign Offco had had an opportunity of studying Sit Willian Garitin'sInnt 
letter. 


February 20, 1913, 





{8390} No. 316, 


India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 21.) 


Sir, India Ofice, ebruary 20, 1913, 
IN reply to your letter of the 18th February on the subject of the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company's concession, I am directed to say that the question of India’s contribution 
to the cost of the Royal Navy is one which must be considered on its merits; and that 
even if the Secretary of State in Council were prepared to admit the principle of an 
increased contribution, the form in which it is suggested by the company that it should. 
bo mado, viz: a subsidy ton speculative commercial undertaking, isnot likely to sti 


the Admiralty and, in the 
Parliament. 

As regards the proposal for a conference, his Lordship will be happy, if the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs wishes to hol one, again to depute 
Mr. F. ©. Drake to represent this office, but he sees no reason to modify the views: 
‘expressed in this office letter of the 4th January last as to the essentially limited extent, 
of Indian political interests in the matter. 


larquess of Crewe's opinion, could not be defended in 


Tam, &c, 
‘T, W. HOLDERNESS, 
















238 


[8394) No. 347. 





Lord Revelstoke to Sir A, Nicolson.—(Received February 21.) 


‘My dear Sir Arthur, 8, Bishopsgate, London, February 21, 1913. 
YOU will doubtless have read the report of the debate which took place in the 
House of Lords on Wednesday with reference to Persian affairs. You will well 
appreciate that T did not fecl justified at the time in addressing any questions to 
Lord Morley, especially as I felt in hearty agreement with the expedieney of the broad 
lines of policy which he indicated as being that of His Majesty’s Government, I 
vas particularly glad to hear his confirmation of what you were kind enough to tell me 
‘on Tuesday, to tho effect that definite steps are contemplated for establishing law and 
order in Persia, as it is obvious that no kind of large financial operation can be carried 
ton successful issuo until matters in that country have assumed a normal condition. 
If 1 had ventured to address any remarks to Lord Morley, I should have expressed 
my, conviction that he would be the first to recognise that the formation of the Société 
d'Etudes was agreed upon with the consent and approval of Great Britain and Russia, 
with the primary object of facilitating the study of a trans-Persian railway project, and 
with the further purpose of obtaining an option for ul nd that the 
ocidté d’Htudes, as such, has no pretensions to assume any responsibility as regards 
mattors purely financial in Persia. 
You will notico in the encloséd report which T have eut out from yesterday's 
“‘imes”it is suggested that “negotiations and operations are now going on between 
tho Porsian Government and the Société d’Ktudes.” ‘This, as you are well aware, 
would harilly seem to be an accurate representation of the present position of the 
Société d'Etudes. Moreover, it occurs to me that the mention of actual figures, which 
may. possibly prove wholly disproportionate to the security at present available in 
Porsia, is likely to give riso to hopes which appear to have but meagre chances of early 
realisation. 
Phe second point underlined® in a 
importance from the practical point of vi 
of some kind of “ calaso” or * bow 









































1 cutting which T onclose is of really vital 
iv» as personally I considor that the formation 
il of control” is a xine qua non, if s fuctory 
socurity is to be created for the sorvico of any loan which may be made upon the 
hypothoeation of tho rosourees of tho country itself. ‘There must be some machinery 
of sulliciont power and authority. to control Persian finances and to control them 
offeetively ; and if T may venture an opinion, F should be inclined to say that the 
confidence of Buropean markets ean only be commanded by direct Anglo-Russian 
ropresontation in the Persian administration. 

I feel confident that both Lord Morley and yourself will well appreciate the 
Giffidence which T felt in venturing to address any questions to him the night. before 
Tast, but 1 feol equally sure that you will also forgive my losing no time in drawing 
ationtion to the above points, as T should be the first to depreeate any mizapproliensicn 


in tho mind of the public or in that of His Majesty's Ministers as to the actual position 
of the Société d'Etudes. 
































Believe me, Xe. 
REVELSTOKE. 


Enclosure in No, 347. 


Buxtract from the * 





imes” of February 20, 1913. 










‘Pun Posrrion wx Persra. 





Lord Lamington asked th 
with reference to the 





e Government whether they would make a statement 
present position of affairs in Persia, having special reference (1) to 
the granting of a Joan (2) to the financial administration; and (8) to the strengthening, 
of the gendarmerio. Te said that a statoment had recently appeared in the press that 
a Toan of 100,001. was going to be made to Persia jointly by Great Britain and Russia, 
He hoped that was true. Ho understood that communications had been. in pro, 

concerning railway concessions, No doubt it was desirable that the terms of those 





















* Printed iu italics, 
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concessions should be finally agreed upon before money was advanced, but once the 
terms had been settled he trusted that there would be no delay in granting the loan, 
He wished toknow whether any undertaking had been given by the Persian Govern 
ment as to the application of the loan, and whether some better form of financial 
adiministration would be set up in Tehran. In his opinion it would be very desirable 
toestablish there a treasury board or an advisory council, consisting, for example, of 
a Russian, a Britisher, and a Persian, or a representative of some neutral Power, to see 
that the money was properly applied. Mr. Shuster had said that Persia could give 
security for a loan of 4,000,001, or 3,010,001. No doubt a considerable part of that 
Joan would be earmaked for the purposes of the gendarmerie, He had on a previous 
‘oceasion expressed his admiration of the work of the Swedish officers in perfecting that 
force; but he asked the Government to consider the desirability of introducing some 
British officers from India who were familiar with natives and native troops. and with 
the language. He had never advocated sending a military expedition to Persia, nor 
did he wish to give the Russian Government any excuse for increasing their powers in 
Norther Persia; but he thought that the Persian gendarmerio might well be 
strengthened by lending a number of British officers not to displace, but to assist. the 
Swedish officers in increasing the gendarmerie and making it more ellicient, 

Viscount Morley said he was very glad that the noble lord saw the problem on the 
whole in much the same light as did’ the Government. What he had said’about the 
Persian gendarmerie with Swedish officers was perfectly true, and it was valuable to 
have the recognition of an undisputed friend of Persian nationality like the noble lord 

ing that view. In December last one of the Government's leading agents had a 
long conversation with the commandant of the Swedish officers, who said that he had 
now a very considerable staff of Persian officers and non-commissioned oflicers at his 
disposal in an efficient stato of preparation ; but he would like to have 300 or 400 more 
men if the necessary funds were forthcoming. ‘he commandant had at, hand ample 
material for an instructor class, which would ereato a larger force if the funds needed 
wore obtained. ‘The noble lord was not quite accurate when he said nothing bd been 
advanced to Persia. |The matter of tho murder of Captain Eekford was a terrible and 
deplorable incident in the great road problem it was incumbent upon us to solve, 
because we were moze interested than any other Power in the trade on the great 
southern road. After that incident the Government could no doubt have sont a 
punitive expedition and have undertaken the duty of poli 
at Icast a superficial semblance of order. But there wo 
sending a punitive expedition, and it wi 













































ig the road and restoring 
enormous objections to 
hot « course for which the Government, could 
make themselves responsible. Experience thowed only too abundantly that it was 
Yery easy to take the first step in a movemont of that kind, but very hard to end. it 
‘The noble lord would see that for this country to have undertaken the pacification of 
the southern road and its regeneration from’ its present abominable condition would 
bo really to impair the authority of the Persian Government; aud with a view to giving, 
the Persian Government the best chance wo could, we should abstain from any movo of 
a military or semi-military kind which would involve us in obligations not only irksoio 


to ourselves but oxtremely disadvantageous to the Persian Government, in whom wo 
were interested, 


























‘The Gendarmerie 





‘Then the noble lord asked whether the Government were considering the 
expediency of adding to the gendarmerie a leaven of British officers from India. Very 
little reconsideration would, he thought, convince the noble lord that that would be a 
very risky proceeding, because the Swedish officers were undertaking a very unwelcome 
responsibilty, and it would be @ very risky operation to add to the foreo another 
foreign clement. ‘Those who were best able to judge had warned the Government that 
the introduction of these officers would be most likely to lead to friction and jealousy. 
‘The difficulties which would arise seemed to-His Majesty's Government to justify the 
rejection of the proposal of the noble lord. None of the reforms desired in Persi 
could take place without money. It was proposed to raise 400,000, more, 200,000 in, 
Great Britain and 200,001. in Russia. ‘Tho expenditure of that 400,001, «ind also 
another 100,000L, to be raised in Great Britain alone for the special caso of the 
Government of Fars, would be framed in consultation with the Swedish commandant, 
and then it would be submitted to the Governor-General of Fars, and some portion of 
it would be used for his own personal government and the rest would be handed over 
in monthly payments of 8,000, to the commandant. It was hoped that in a year tho 
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gendarmerie could be relied on for the maintenance of order. ‘The security for these 
advances was to be looked for in a large loan of four, five, or six millions. ‘They must 
look for such a loan in connection with the negotiations and operations now going on 
between the Persian Government and the Société d'Etudes, and there seemed to be some 
reason for looking forward to a successful ending by-and-by to thesn negotiations. A 
financial board to supersede M, Morand would impair the authority and independence of 











‘the Persian Government, as it would take away the management and control of the 
mainspring of government. His Majesty's Government did not share the noble lord’s 


outs 48 to the capacity or good-will of M. Morand to make the best of his arduous 
task. 





Tord. Nei 










potent in that part of the world, and it 
redress, He did not think the noble 


‘was impossible to re-establish order or to obta 
uation was, 


viscount or his colleagues realised what the si 








[9753] No. 348. 
Note communicated by M. de Pleuriau, February 21, 1913. 


LES Ministres d’'Angleterro et de Russie A ‘Téhéran ont di saisir leurs Gouverne- 
ments respectifs dine demande du Gouvernement persan tondant & engager dea 
instructours militaires frangais pour réorganiser son armée 

D'aprds les informations transtniges & Paris par lo Min 
Gouvernement du Schab, invoquant Vimpossibilité de recruter des instructours dans les 
Tangw des officiors des petites Puissances, aurait demandé d’étre relevé, par exception, 
de Vengagement qui lui interdit d'emprunter des fonctionnaires aux ‘Grandes 

En so résorvant de faire appel A lours Gouvernements, les Ministres 
© ot do Russie s6 seraient montrés disposd \ admettre, dans co eas spécial 
ot ant béndlice de la Franee, une dérogation au principe établi, 

To Gouvernement de In république serait hourewx de eonnattre les vuea du 
Gouvernement britannique relativement & la requéte du Gouvernement . EB 
demandant d'étre ronseigné sur co point, il tient & ne laisser préuger en aucune fagon 
son assentiment, A un projet, sur lequel il ne swurait prendre de parti avant d'avoir 
consulté Ja Russie ot I'Angleterre. 

M, Paul Cambon saisit, &c, 


Ambaxsade de France, Londres, 
lo 21 fevrior, 1913, 








tre de France & Téhéran, le 













































(8511) No, 349, 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 





(No. 131) 
Sir, Constantinople, February 17, 1913 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 120 o Sir (. Buchanan and to your telegram 
No. 80)to me, Thave the honour to report that after agreement with my Russian colleague 
the enclosed communication tobe made to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Afairs was 
drawn up, 

‘The Russian Ambassador and L spoke to the Minister on the subject to-day and 
handed in tho communicatio 

Prince Said Halim assured me that he had been givi 
matter, that his predecessor in office had evidently gone very deeply into the matter, for 
ho had found a vast collection of documents accumulated, but that he had decided to 
deal with it in a practical manner aud give it a final solution, 

On being pressed as to whon this solution might be looked for, his Highness said 
“within fourteen to twenty days”; and on my asking him whether I could give this 
information officially to you, his Highness replied in the affirmative, 

Thave, &. 
GERARD LOWTHER, 











\f careful attention to the 





























Enclosure in No 349. 


Note communicated to Ottoman Government 


DORDRE de leurs Gouvernements, les Ambassades de Grande-Bretagno et de 
Russio ont honneur des'adresser & la Sublime Porte en la priant de vouloir bien activer 
Jn réponse anx notes adressées respectivement  'Ambassade Tmpériale ottomane & 
Londres en date du 5 (18) juillet, 1912, etd son Excellence Noradounghian Effendi, 
Ministre Impérial ottoman des Affaires Etrangéres, en date du 9)(@3) aodt, 1912, 
concernant la délimitation de la frontitre turco-persane. Los deux Ambassades se font 
un dovoir d'exprimer leur conviction qu'une prompte solution de Ja question dans le sens 
indiqué dans les notes susmentionnées ost nécessitée par les intéréts de I'mpire ottoman. 
Jui-méme, qui n’aurait rien & gagmer A laisser trainer en longueur ces négociations, 


Constantinople, lo 17 féorier, 1913. 














18529) No, 350, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 22.) 
(No. 78.) 
(Telegraphic.) Re Toliran, February 22, 1913, 


YOUR telegram No, 93 of 19th February, 

T have lost so opportunity of impressing upon the Persian Government the great 
importance attached by His Majesty’s Government to granting of the mining concossion. 
Thave just urged this again on Minister for Foreign Affairs, who renewed assurancos 
previously given to me on various occasions that, Persian Government is most anxious 
to meot the views of the syndicate, He argued that it would be fair to examine Porsian 
proposals before condemning thein, as they are framed on Russian Karadagh concession, 
attare more favourable to British syndicate, His, Fxcelloney add thet he ell oot 
accept the contention that concession had been virtuallyagreed tipon by Preece and Porsian 
Government. The language used. by’Sir G. Barclay in hig: despatches No. 232 of 
19th December, 1910, and No. 52 of 14th April, 1911, would appear to support his 
argument. 

Draft proposal and Persian Government's countor-proposal went to you by post 
on 1th February. Tam sure that Minister for Foreign Affairs is genuine in his 
assurances that he is desirous of reaching satisfactory agreement. 


























[8569} No. 351. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Gre 





(Received Pebruary 22.) 


0. 79.) 
Neowin ) Leliran, Rebruary 22, 1913, 
MY telegram No, 71 of 16th February: Advance, 
‘Tho Persian Government have inade tho following proposals to the two 
legations respecting the mode of repayment, security, and interest, in reply to tho 
Russian offer of an advance of 200,001, on the same conditions as the Inst one :— 


‘The advances shall bear interests at 7 per cont, per annum, shall be secured 
respectively, on customs receipts of the north and south, and shall be repayable 
out of the loan which it is hoped will be concluded shortly. If the loan has not 
been made before the Ist (14th) January, 1915, advances to be repaid by 
halfyearly instalments of 250,000 tomans say’ 50,0001) each out of the surplus of 
the nortliem and southern customs receipts commencing on the above-mentioned 
date, Should these receipts not suffice for the purpose, the Persian Government 
undertakes to make good any deficit out of other sources of revemue. 

Tris assorted that the Government does not propose to use any part of the advance 
for administrative purposes, but that it is essential that current revenue, of which 
customs surplus forms an important part, should be devoted to expenses of administra- 
tion, and the Persian Government's hands it must not be left free to devoto proceeds 
of the advances to certain constructive projects, It is hoped that, if this important 
source of revenue is not impounded for repayment of advances for two years, much real 
Progress may be made, ‘The Minister for Forvign Affairs asserts that the Cabinet 


[1s02} 3Q 
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are of opinion that advance on the same conditions as the previous one can serve no 
useful purpose, and that it should not be accepted. 


After much hesitation, my Russian colleague has consented to telegraph to 
St. Petersburgh in the above sense, but lie says that he is sure. that the Re 
Government will not accept the proposed method of repayment. Russian conditions 
of advance earmark a sun of rather more than 40,0001, for arrears of pay due to, 
and increase of pay of, Cossack brigade, which has been agreed to by the Persian 
Government, 





[8563] No. 352. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Haseard Grey.—(Received February 22. 
3) a i) y—( ry 22.) 
Telegraphic.) Re Tehran, February 22, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No, 87 of V7th February. v z 

Souther customs receipts amount to about 14,0000. monthly. ‘This sum has to 
meot (1) service of the Anglo-Indian loan, which will. now amount to 2,5002. a-month, 
and (2) interest on bank Io 5,201. a-month. This leaves a surplus of little 
moro than 6,001. a-month, without making any allowance for other charges customarily 
met from this revenue. 
_, lis Majesty's Government have advanced 140,000. to the Persian Government ; 
if, therefore, they decide to appropriate the whole’ surplus, the repayment will take 
aout two years, during which this revenue will be unavailable as security for even the 
interest-on the new advance, which would amount to over 1,002. a-month, 

If His Majesty's Govorn be content to appropriate only a. proportion of 
tho surplus, paragraph 8 of my despatch No. 238 suggested a procedure which you 
have under consideration, 





(8647) No. 353, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 23.) 
‘No. 65.) 
Polographic.) St, Petersburgh, Fe E 
NY doapatch No. 6 ig Ue 
__It-seoms to me so difficult to dispute Minister for Foreign Affairs’ contention that 
alignment completely altors tho original project that Talmost think that it would 
bettor for us to admit this frankly: condition of apy 
Railway. sehome: ptod solely by desiro of collaborating, with Ru 
never anticipated that it would prove a financial success or that India would 
any benelit from it, Instead of a problemati ng 
practical one for Anglo-Russian co-operation in the construction of w railway 
calculated to promote both Russian and British trade interests and to develop 
Persia’s resources. Minister for Forcign Affairs’ chiof wish in any scheme seems at 
present to bo to secure construction of a railway to Tehran, Persian Government 
Are niover likely. to consont to t s part of-a trunk line, and our proposal 
will enable him to attain his object a other. On the other hand, he may 
object to it on the ground that it will bring our seaborne goods up to the north of 
Porsia, Our alignment, moreover, docs not fulfil conditions on which Russian promoters 
of the original project bused their calculations (se my despatch No. 112 of 1911) ; 
while enclosure in your despatch No. 64 suggests that railway should be described 
as traversing Persia from north to south. 
Itis important that T should know whether I am to defend our alignment as 
in our opinion the best for the projected railway that is to connect Russia and 
Indi, whonevor wo consent to it being carvied though our sphere, or whether I aus ts 
Pu it forward as an alternative scheme on its own merits. The latter course would 
bo tantamount to admitting that we wish to drop the former scheme as being at 
present unpractical for finaneial and other reasons, but I fear this interpretation will 
in any ease he placed on our proposal. 
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18768) No. 354. 


>) Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received February 24.) 
(No 29, 
Sir, Tehran, February 13, 1913. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith eopy of the French text of the Julft— 
Tabriz. Railway Concession, which was signed at Teliran on ‘Thursday, the 6th instant, 
by Vossough-ed-Dowleh, Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the part of the Persian 

vernment,and by M. Podgoursky, on the part of the Russian syndicate to whom the 
concession has been granted. 

The duration of the concession is for seventy-five years from the date of the 
completion of the construction, with an option in favour of the Persian Government to 
purchase the same after thirty-five years; and the work must be carried out within 
ight years from the commencement of the work of construction, which must be begun 
within two years of the date of the signature of the concession. 

‘There is no financial guarantee either on the part of the Persian or of the Russian 
Government attached to the concession, ‘The Persian Government and the share- 
holders will divide in equal parts all profits from the undertaking after 7 per cent. por 
snnum has been paid upon the capital invested. ‘There are no. preferential rights 
attached to the transport of Russian goods. The concession carries with it the right to 
construct a branch line from some point on the Julfa~Tabriz line to a place on the north 
eastern shore of Lake Urmia, but no navigation rights on that lake are secured, ‘Tho 
concession also carries with it a preference for the construction at some future date, on 
conditions to be determined upon in due course, of a railway from ‘Tabriz, to Kazvin, on 
‘equal terms with the conditions put. forward by any other company or syndicate, ‘The 
right of constructing a carriage road from ‘Tabriz, to Kazvin is also renewed to the same 
company, the old road concession having lapsed, and upon the conditions of the said 
concession, on the understanding that the work of construction of the said rond shall 
have been commenced within two years and concluded within eight years from the date 
of the present instrument, 

‘The large mining rights over an area of 40 miles on each side of the line form part 
of the conditions of the old road concession. ‘The Persian Government: hus succeeded 
in modifying the old conditions in the sense that 15 per cent, of the net profits of the 
working of the petroleum and coal mines in this area has to be paid to the Government, 
whereas under the original conditions of the road concession it received no. share 
whatever, A clouse granting the company the right to fell timber on Government 
lands within the same area has been cancelled, 

Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enelosure in No, 354. 


sJulfaPabriz Railway Concession, 


LE Gouvernement Impérial de Perse, voulant donner son aa A une @uyre utile 
2. Ja prospérité des populations de l'Azerbeidjan et de la ville de Tauris, et au développe- 
ment de lear commerce avec 'Bmpire de Russie, accorde 2 la Banque d'Escompte de 

jonnaite de la route carrossable de Djoulfa & Tauris par In présente 
concession, le droit exclusif de la construction et: de Vexploitation d'une voie ferrée 
reliant la fronti’re russo-persane pros de Djoulfa, sur T’Araxe, 4 Tauris, eb d'un 
embranchement & cette ligne allant de Soufiane, ou d'un autre point de ladite voie 
4 Gay-Tchachmeh ou Charaf-Khaneb, sur la rive nord-est du lic d'Ourmiah, ainsi 
qu'une concession minidre définie par Particle 2 ci-aprés, Ces concessions sont accordéen 
aux conditions indiquées ci-aprés, qui remplacent les clauses de T'acte de concession du 
22 zil-hadjeh, 1819, et de ses annexes, dans In partie concernant la section de Djoulfia 
A ‘Tauris, laquelle partie sera en conséquence annulée 


Article 1%, Le concessionaire pourra ediler les droits que lui confére la présente 
concession & une société organisée conformément aux lois russes et aux traités existants 
entre la Perse et la Russie, Cette société sera tenue & se conformer aux conditions et 
clauses stipulées dans le présent acte de concession, 

Te capital-actions de ladite société est fixé d ln somme de 4,690,200 roubles, et 
souls los sujets russes et persans pourront étre propriétaires de ces actions, Le capital 
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néeossuire pour la construction des voies fernées concédées sera constitné par V'émission 
obligations garanties pour la durée de la_présente concession par les voies construites 
ot toutes propriétés baties et non baties fiisant partie du chemin dg fer, ainsi que par 
tout le matériel et matériaux servant A son exploitation. 

Art. 2. Le Gouvernement Impérial de Perse accorde au concessionnaire le droit 
exclusif dexploiter & son profit les mines de’ charbon et de pétrole qui se trouveraient 
dans vin rayon de 10 farsakhs (environ 60 verstes) do chaque edté de la voie ferrée en 
question, exeaption Tite des terrains sur leagues los droits exploitation dos mines est 

Idjd_concédé & MM. Gorainof et Inakieffe par T'acte de concession du 10 djamadiol 
ayval, 1916, An, 

Les mines de charbon et étrole se trouvant dans cette zone dans les terrains 
appattonant au Gouvernement doivent étre gratuitement remises au concessionnaire sur 
sa demande, Quant aux gisements de charbons et do pétrole se trouvant. dans des 
Mesrains appurtenant des particulier ls pooront aust dre explotés par le conces- 
sionnaire aprds accord préalable aveo leurs propristaires 

Le concessionaire aura le droit de construire des voies ferrées auxiliaires de 
wimporte quel geartement A partir d'un point queleonque de la ligao principale de 
Djoulfi \ Tauris et de son embranchement Jusqu‘at lac d’Ourmiah vers les mites qui 
dovront Gtre mises en exploitation ; les terrains qui seraiont. nécessaires 4 Tétabliste. 
ment de ces voies seront cédés aux conditions définies par Varticle 9, 

Ces embranchements sont destinds exclusivement au service des mines; mais 
tontofois, un desdits embranchements était ouvert au trafie public de voyageurs et de 
marchandises, I'écartement devrait étre le méme que celui de Ja ligne principale et le 
profit du € n ce qui concerne cet embranchement sera le méme dont il 
{Jouit do la ligne principale, 

Te concessionnaire paiera au Gouvernement persan 15 pour cont du bénéfiee net 
provenant de I'exploitation des mines de charbon et de pétrole. Ce bénéfice est 
terminus par In diffgrence entro le revenu brut et les frais exploitation des mines, y 
compris los intéréts et Vamortissement annuel du eapital investi dans lesdites mines” ce 
les voies forrdes nuxilinires susindiquées, 

Ul est entendu que le prix du jour de chatbon et du pétrole vera prise en 
sonsidration ot Ia quantité de chatbon et de pétrole employée pour lest besoins 
do Texploitation des voies ferres ne pourra étre exempte des susdits droits de 
TS polis cont 

Loe charbon et le pétrole retirés des mines exploitées par le concessionaire ne 
feront chargés dauoun droit ni impt, excepts le droit de 15 pour cent montionné « 
Valinda précddent. 

Pas plus tard que Te 1 (14) décembre aprés Ia cloture de Vannée d'exorsice le 
concessionnaire remettra au Gouvernement Impérial de Perse le bilan de l'année 

réeddente des entreprises mentionnées dans cet article et versera simultanément audit: 

nent, wily 1 lieu, la part du bénéfice qui lui revient, 

Youverture de la voie ferrée au trafic public le concessionnaire est avisé 

ernment persan de la découverte d'une mine queleonque, dans la zone 

précitse, ot si, excopté dans lo eas de force majeure, il ue procdde pas pendant dix 
‘années & aon exploitation, le Gouv nt persan aura le droit d’exploiter lui-méime 
ladite mine on d’en contier Texploitation Mune autre société ; toutefois, dans le dernier 
eas Te concessionnairo, dins des conditions égales, jouira du droit de prétérence, 

Art. 5, Lu ligne forrée entre Djoulis et "Taurs sera établig.géndealement our 
Vemplacement méme de la route chaussée, eauf dans les endroits ob pour des raisons 
techniques il seraient nécessnire de s’en écarter. 

Art. 4, La concession du 22 zil-hadjeh, 1819, relative & la construction et & 
Voxploitution do la route carrossable sur la section Twuris-Kazvine ainsi que In premidre 
Annexe i getto concession concernant Vexploitation des mings de charbon et de pétrole ot 
T'établissement des routes auxiliaires pour le service des mines restent en vigueur pour 
Ja durée de la présente concession, ‘Toutefois, il est entendu que si le concessionaire, 
excopt¢ dins le cas de foree majeure, ne commence pas les travaux do construction dane 
une période de deux années & partir de la date du présent acto, ou si lesdits travaux ne 

ds expiration de huit années & partir de cette dernidro date, Ia concession 
précitde sera anmulée do plein droit 

Le concessionaire aura le droit de préféreuce pour la construction et la mise en. 
cael n d'un chemin de fer sur la section Tauris-Kazvine aux conditions égales & 
celles qui seraient éventuellement proposées au Gouvernement persan par d'autres entre: 
jpreneurs ou socidtds de constructic 


Art, 5. L’éourtement de la yoie de chemin de fer de Djoulfa & Tauris et de 
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Yembranchement vers Je Jac @’Ourmia sera uniforme et de -714 sagbno russe, environ 
1°52 mbtres, entre les limites intérieures des rails. i ; 

Art. 6, Le concessionnaire doit commencer les travaux de construction du chemin 
de fer dans un délai de deux années & coinpter de la date de la présente concession, et 
Jes terminer en Tespace de six années 4 compter de la date du commencement: des 
‘SseviG{ dans un délai do deux années & partir de la date do ln signature du pidscut aote 
Jes travaux de construction ne sont pas commencés, et en cas ot Ia construction des 
Tignes qui forment objet de cet acte n’est pas achevée dans un délai de six ans & partir 
de la dite ot la construction desdites ligues a ét6 commencée,la présente concession sera 
considérée comme nulle et caduque. Iva de soi que In stipulation ci-dessus ne pourra 
tre appliquée si la raison du délai dans les travaux susmentionnés pourra étre attribuée 
2 des gas de fores majoure, ' ae 

‘Art. 7. Le concessionnaire séngage 2 n’employer que des ouvriers de nationalité 
persane sauf dans le cas ott pour des raisons techniques il serait nécessaire d’employerla 
main-d’aouvre russe ou étrangere, é ma Rapier : 

Art. 8, Les contestations en matitre civile ou commerciale qui viendmaient & sungir 
entre des sujets persans et russes sur le terrain appurtenant: au concessionaire ou ayant, 
6 loué par lui, de méme que les crimes et délits sel se commottraient sur les terrains 
fusindiqués et dans lesquels seraient impliqués des sujots persans et ustes, seront 
soumis & Ia procédure et jugés conformément wux traités en vigueur entre In Perso ot Ia 
Russie. Les lois du pays seront seules applicables si les deux parties ne compronnent 

e des sujets persans. ‘ é 
Mea. J. Les terrains qui seraient nécossares 2 Pétabissement dog, voies forte ot 
batiments ow annexes des chemins de fer et qui appartiendraient 1'ltat seront o6dés 
gratuitement au concessionnaire sls ne sont pas cultivgs, et &-un prix raisonnable ail 
font cultivés, Si ces terrains appartenaient & des particulier ils seront, achetés par lo 
concessionnaire A un prix raisonnable par Mentremise du Gouveraement Impérial do 
Perse, Sices terrains appartenaient A des fondations pieuses ils seraient, donnés en 
location au concessionnaire & Vintervention du Gouvernement persan pour la durée do 

ion. i : 
PEG a reich ver Je concnionnare on, Tut tent donne oetion, 
crontt ex de tout impot et droit, rats 
ee Raat stocia a aiplteelonsfia, prariarnnt A eae oat 
t apres accord préalable aveo les propridtaires, ec a 
Toutes machines, outils, matériaux et matériel néoessaire A lentretion, A 
1a construction et & Yexploitation des cheming de for et des mines 
prdcitées seront’ exemptés des droits de dotiane & Jour entrée en Perse, ainsi quo de tout 
Aroit et impdt intérieurs persans, Cette dernidre exemption s'applique aussi tous los 
revenus, & toutes les recettes et & toutes les transactions du concessionaire dans 
Vexercice des droits qui lui sont eoneddés par le présent acte. : 
[Le concessionnaire ou son fondé de pouvoir devra faire pour tout objet imports on 
franchise de douane une déclaration crite 4 ’Administration des Douanes persanes, qui 
turra vérifier la nature et la quantité des objets ainsi introduits par le eoncessionnaire, 
‘Art. 11, Le concessionnaire s'engage & construire les voies de In station front 
ot les batiments de la gare de munitre A faciliter les opérations des administrations 
‘des dounnes, des passeports, et des postes persanes ot de respocter les clauses des 
traités ot arrangements existant entre la Perse ot In Russie, ‘ 

‘Art. 12. Le concessionnaire fixera les tarifs de transport des marchandises des 
voyageurs et des bagages ainsi que les taxes pour le chargement, le déchargement et 
Je dépot des marchandises et des bagages dans les stations. Le concessionnaire fixera 
Jes tarifs de manitre A réduire au plus bas tanx possible le prix du. transport ot & 
faciliter le commerce tout en obtenant un Lénéfice raisonnable pour les eupitaux engages 
dans Ventreprise. Il va de soi que le concessionaire n'a nullement intention de eréer 
au moyen des tarifs des difficultés 4 exportation des provenances persanes ot il eat 

idu que les tarifs seront fixés de manitre d ce que li méme marchandise, dans des 

ns gales, ne paient pas des tarifs différents, , 

Le concessionnaire sengage A transporter gratuitement les valises postales aux 
lettres et employs qui les accompagne sur tout Ie parcours de la ligne, troupes 
yperaanes ainsi que les munitions de guerre seront transportées avec une réduction de 
a rr ia: Ka, cousicuotion. of Vexploitation’ des voles ferdos. qui fon Toft do le 

rnte concession ainsi que, le cas éhéant, l'exploitation des mines de charbon et de 

[1602] BR 
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pétrole coneédées se feront entitrement aux frais, risques et périls du concessionnaire 
6t souis sa responsabilité. 
Art. 14. Le Gouvernement Impérial de Perse usera de tout son pouvoi 

faciliter les travaux et Tegilatince vice oi dearm jasines ob cee 
autorités locales le devoir diaccorder & cet effet aide et assistance aux agents du conces- 
sionnaire, Le Gouvernement Impérial de Perse prendra aussi les mesures nécessaires 
pour assurer In sécurité des voies, marchandises et voyageurs, ainsi que des propridtés 
et des agents du concessionnaire. Le Gouvernement Impérial persan donnera des 
instructions aux autorités locales aux fins daecorder aide et assistance au concessionaire 
pour obtenir en Perse, d’aprds les prix du marché, tous les matériaux nécessaires & la 
onstruction, 4 exploitation et an maintien des entvprsesprévues jar eat eoncesion, 
AVengagement de la main-d’euvre ct des moyens de transport, & achat des provisions 
pour les eimployés, les ouvriers, du fourrage pour le bétail, &e. 

Art, 15, Le éoncessionnaire est, autorisé & construire des lignes télégraphiques et 
télphonigues Ie Yong des woes des chemins de fe ei dessus spcics,lesqulles Tes 
scront exclusivement employées pour les besvins de Vexploitation et de Tadministration 
do cos chemins de fer, 

En cas d'extrdmo urgence le Gouvernement persan pourra profiter desdites lignes si 
clles sont libres de service de administration des chemins de fer en payant la taxo 
prévue par le roglement télégraphique persan 
(Art. 16, Lorique le béifice net Je exploitation du chemin de fer de Djoulfi~ 
Tauris et de Vembrauchement vors lo luc @’Ourmiah aura dépassé 7 pour cent par an 
dos capitaux ongagés dans Tour construction la moitié do Vexcédent vera reuse au 
Gouvernement Impérial persan, 

Dans le cas oit le bilan annul de Ventreprise des lignes susindiquées aecuserait 
un ddfict, celuicc’ sera porté au compte de lange suivante et déduit: des béndfices 
dventucls ‘de cotte année, Tl sensuit quo les béndtices réels d'une année ne seront 
‘tablis qulaprés Fextinction des déficits précédents, 

Pas plus tard que le 1 (14) décembre apres la cloture de Tannée dexercice le 
conoessionnaire remettra au Gouvernement Impérial persan le bilan de Vande précédente 
du chomin de fer en question ot-versern simultanément audit Gouvernement, sil y a lieu, 
la part dea béndfices qui lui revient, 4 


Ar 17, La prégente contusion at netordée pour une, durée de asixantequinze 


années A partir de la fin des travaux de construction de la. voie ferrée de Djoulfa 
Tauris ‘ot de lembrane nt vers le lac d’'Ourmiah et du début de leur exploitation 
régulibre, Apr Te sult ter ‘en question passera avec toutes ses 
propriétds ot dspendances au Gouvernement Impérial de Perse. 

Ge Gouvernement, aura Ie droit de rachster la ligne susindiquée A partir de ta 
6* année de son exploitation régulidre moyenniant le remboursement au concessionnaire 
de tous Tes capitaux engagés dans Ventreprise, outre une indemnité, & teres, 
assuurant au, coticessionnaire un béndtice égal 5 
ens ott co béudtice niaurait pas dt 

Art. 18, En eas de contestation entre le Gouvernement, Impérial de Perse ot le 

olan uot deilTsterprétation ou Ue: Yexéeution et Clansss de (la préoante 

eoieesso ntestations seront soumises au jugement de deux arbitres, dont lun sera 
nommé par le Gouvernement Impérial de Perso et Vautre par le naire, En 
cas deo desaccord entre ces arbitres, les prints qui resteraient litigieux seront- tranchés 
dfn t eb en der ort par tn tiers axbitre nommé de commun accord entre 
Je Gouvernement persai ot Ie concessionnaire et simultanément ala désignation des deux 
promiers arbitres, 

Art. 19. Le teste de la prés mneession fi gement 
entre le Gouvernement Impérial de Perse et le cone st fait en frangais, 

Fait en double et en exemption de tout droit de timbre russe ou persan, 

‘Véhévan, le 24 janvier (6 féer 


auix engagés dans le 
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Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey —(Reeeived February 24 
(No. 30.) i] ward Grey.—(Reeeived February 24.) 


Sir, Telan, February 13, 1913. 


I HAVE the honour to report that on receipt of your telegram No of the 


Hh ultinio I issued the necessary instructions to His Majesty's consular officers at 
ns 
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Sir Perey Cox, however, informed me in reply that it would be impracticable to 
frame the desired statistics on a “caravan” basis, the word “caravan” being used 
too loosely. He proposed, therefore, that they should be based on numbers of transport 
animals, but he added that without special arrangements it would bo exceedingly 
Gifficult to get precise information, as the local authorities are interested in falsifying 
the numbers. For soe time past is Majesty's consulate-general have provided 
themselves temporarily with rough figures on payment both at Bushire and Borasjun 
through telegraph gholams, but. Sir P. Cox says that it is impossible to maintain this 
or to-do anything more extensive without some special amangement. To therefore 
requested ine to ask the director of the Indo-European Telegraph Department. here if 
he could see his way to have instructions issued to the head gholam at Kazerun as well 
as at Borasjun to report weekly at Bushire the numbers of animals passing up and down. 

‘The necessity for independent information in Kazerun is due to the fact that many 
mules, especially at certain seasons, only do half the journey, and loads are left to 
accumulate there. 

lis Majesty's consul at Shiraz would find a similar report from Dastarjin a useful 
check on Shiraz estimates. 

Sir Perey. Cox expresses his opinion that regular remuneration to the gholams 
emploved would be necessary at, say, 3 rupees per month in each cage, with similar 
payments at Bushire and Shiraz, the total annual expenditure south of Shiraz, being 121, 

‘Whe director of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, with whom I discussed 
the question, has issued the necessary instructions to tho departmental gholams at: tho 
stations between Bushire and Shiraz as also between Shiraz and Ispahan, I agree 
with Sir P. Cox in thinking that if the same system be introduced between Shiraz 
and Ispahan we should have a fairly reliable means of arriving at the statistics of 
internal trade. 

Mr. King Wood thinks that the sum of 121, per annum would be ample to 
remunerate all the gholams employed in this connection not only at the stations to the 
south of Shiraz but also those to the north of that place. 

T venture to recommend to your favourable consideration the annual expenditure 
of the above-mentioned sum. 

Thavo, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(8685) No, 356, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived February 24.) 
(No. 59.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, February 17, 1913. 

IN accordance with the instructions conveyed to me in your despatch No. 68 of 
the Sth of this month, I to-day spoke to M, Sazonof in a friendly and unoficial manner 
fon thesubjoct of the lightsat present shown by the Russian consilate-general at Bushire, 
‘and left with him a short memorandum stating, the facts of tho ease, 

His Excellency readily acknowledged the predominant interest which Great Britain 
has on the Persian Gulf and said that he would have the matter enquired into, 

Thave, &. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





(8687) No. 367. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edveard Grey—(Received February 24.) 
(No. 63.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, ebruary 20, 1913, 

ON the receipt of your telegram No. 116 of the 11th instant, T communicated to 
M. Sazonof verbally the general outline of the views of His Majesty's Government with 
regard to the trans-Persian railway scheme, and left with him an aide-mémoire, 
embodying the contents of your despatch No. G1 of the 5th instant, togethor with a 
copy of the letter to Sir W. Garstin, that formed the enclosure in that despatch. 

ML Sazonof received my communication with apparent satisfaction, and said that 
he would give the documents which I had handed him his careful attention. | ‘The only 
point to which he took exception was the condition laid down by His Majesty's Govern 
ment that the main line must pass through Ispalian and Shiraz, and if continued to 
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‘the British sphere reach that sphere at Bunder Abbas. In proposing such an align- 
iment His Majesty's Government were, he contended, playing into the hands. of the 
Germans, who would at once link up the Bagdad Railway with the trans-Persian 
railway by a branch line from Khanikin to Ispahan. ‘The effect of this would be that 
iastead of being carried over the Russian railways, would be 
diverted to the Bagdad Railway. ‘The alignment ought to be made, as was originally 
proposed, much more to the east, and shiould pass through Yezd instead of Ispahan, I 
remarked that even if this was done it would not exclude th ity of the Bagdad 
Railway being eventually linked up with the trans-Persian line, as were the Germans 
to obtain the concession for a line from Khanikin to Ispahan they would probably 
on get it extended to Yead. ML. Sazonof replied that there was uo reason why 
we should make matters easier for the Germans by selecting an alignment that was 60 
much nearer to Khanikin, ‘The question, he said, was such an important one that it 
would hardly be in his competenee to settle it by himself, He would therefore 
bly it to the Council of Ministors; and he enquired what His 
y's Government would do should the decision of the Russian Government. be 
jurable to the proposed alignment. I expressed the hope that this would not be 
the ease, ‘Tho advantages of tho route which we proposed were self-evident. Instead 
of pussinig through a desert country, where there was no opening for traffic, the railway 
would be cartied through important trade centres; and the chances of its being 
rworked with profit would consequently be increased, It would, moreover, exercise a 
honeficial and civilising influence in those districts and facilitate the restoration of 
order in south Persia, M, Sazonof merely replied that so far as our trade interests 
concerned, we had the proposed Mohammerah-Khoremabad line, and that that 
ought to satisfy us. 

I suggested that his Excellency should, after examining with his competent 
advisers tho various points raised in the papers which T had given him, discuss the 
whole question again with me before committing himself to a written reply, as I could 
then ask you for further explanations on any of those points that required elucidation. 
If he could not himself give the necessary time for a detailed discussion of the ques 
Lshould be happy. to receive M, Klemm, the head of the Persian department, at any 
timo that suited his convenience, 

M. Savonof said that he would certainly have another conversation with me before 
ho drew up his writton reph 

From several things which he said in the course of our discussion I took away the 
impression that M, Sazonof is very sceptical as to the trans-Persian railway scheme 
Doing carriod out in its entirety for years to come, and that the only interest that he 

ly takes in the enterprise i8 the construction of the railway as far as ‘Tehran, 

riting the above I have had an opportunity of repeating: to M. Sazonof 
what you said in your telgran No, 149 of the 17thof this month, and L again exprossed 
the hope that he would not raise difficulties about the alignment proposed by His 
Majesty's Government. His Excellency, who had evidently been thinking over the 
matter sinco last spoke to him, said that this proposal completely transformed the 
character of the trans-Persian railway scheme. ‘That scheme contemplated 
‘sit railway through Persia to India, whereas, what we now proposed was 
Deak this direct, railway follow « circuitous route that would add 
ously to its length. It was, in fact, a scheme for a Persian system of railways 
running from north to south, I endeavoured to convince him that the increased 
length would bo more than compensated for by its passing through districts that would 
render it. remunerative undertaking, but he declined to admit this, and said that he 
doubted very much if «line from Shiraz to Ispahan would pay. ‘He then reverted 
onge more to the danger of bringing the line within reach of the Bagdad Railway, and, 
producing a map, poitted out how much shorter the route to Europe would be’ over 
that rail\vay than through Russia, On my remarking that goods would have to break 
bulk at Constantinople, his Hxcellenoy replied that this difficulty could easily be got 
‘0 rightly understood his Excellency, he contends that our proposed ali 
nent kills the original scheme of a direct transit railway from Europe to India via 
Russia and north Persia, and prepares the way for the construction of such a railway 
vid Turkey, the Bagdad Railway, and south Persia. So far as I can see, it is difficult 
to dispute his contention that were the Germans to extend the Bagdad Railway to 
Aspahan, and were a line to be eventually constructed from that place to Shiraz, Bunder 
Abbas, and the Indian frontier, they would command the most direct route between 
Burope and Indi 
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As I foresee that our proposal will meet with strong opposition here, I should be 
grateful if I could be furnished by telegraph with such arguments as you can suggest, 
or the purpose of overcoming his Excellency’s objections, 
Thave, &c. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


(8890) No, 358. 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co, to Foreign Office (Received February 24.) 


Sir, 28, Ozford Street, Manchester, Rebruary 22, 191, 
WITH reference to the conversation between Mr. Norman and Mr. Ellenger on the 
14th instant, we would be glad if you would. ask His Majesty's Minister at-'Tohran to 
endeavour to ascertain whether assuming that the Mouintujar’s concession of Hormuz 
was revocable at will by the Persian Government and was legally revoked, the Government 
would be also lawfully entitled as an incident of the revocation to prevent the 
Mouintujar from removing and treating as his own property Oxide that had been actually 
mined by him before the concession was revoked and which was ready for shipment, 
‘We are, ke, 
ELLINGER anp Co, 


18933] No. 359. 


Purport of Telegram from the Persian Minister for Foreign Affair 
(Communicated to Foreign Office by Persian Minister, February 24.) 


RUSSIAN conditions for the advance of 200,001. (Russian portion) :— 


1, Hypothecation of the surplus of all the northern customs. 
2. Repayment of the principal and interest at the rato of 7 per cont. at the end of 
the first year, 


An advance on these conditions would be of no use to the Persian Government, 
‘Tho joint advance is not intended for current expenses. ‘The Government desires, to 
devote part of it to the payment of arrears of pay which is of immediate necessi 
‘Tho other portion is to bo set asido for the expenses of taking measures for the security 
of the country. So that tho current expenses would have to be met from the existing 
sources of revenue, the chief of which is tho surplus of the customs, If the surplus of 
all the northern customs be taken for this advance, it will be impossible to meet the dail 
‘and current expenses of the Government, so that it will involve the latter in fros 
difficulties, and in view of this fact the Persian Government would profer to dispenso 
with the advance. 

‘They are yery much disappointed, ‘They hoped that in view of the fact that they 
have acted in a most friendly manner and have complied with the wishes of the Russian 
Government and have taken so great a responsibility on their shoulders (in granting, the 
railway concession), they would be assisted at least in their pressing needs, Instead of 
that, their request’ for 30,0001, (Russian portion) was refused, and now for the 
200,000. conditions are put forward which make it quite impossible to be accepted. 

As tho Persian Government aro in urgent neod of funds they would agree to the 
following conditions in order to meet Russi 


1. 50,0001. (of the Russian portion) to be paid down, the remaining 150,000L. tobe 
‘paid within three months at the rate of 50,000. per month. 

2. Whenever the large loan is concluded, this advance to be a first charge on that 
Joan; in case of delay in the conclusion of the loan the Persian Government would pay 
interest on this advance at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum until 1915, From the 
Ast January, 1915, the Government would pay 50,000L., on account of the principal every 
six months until the whole 200,000L, is paid. 





(1602) 
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[8846] No. 360. 


(ato, 1), 507 M2 Tovmley to Sir Hatcard Grey-— (Received February 24) 
(elographic.) R, Tehran, Fal 2 
NOUR telegram No. 94 of 19th February : Mctumme eee “hal tas 
The Persian Government have agreed to eliminate the sentence quoted in yeu 
tologram No. 86 of 17th February. ‘Tho following words are inserted, however: ™ By 
‘mutual consent” in each cas after the words *on conditions to be arranged Thereafter"; 
and at commoncement of the second paragraph of the option, as quoted in my telegram 
No, 58 of Jth February, the words “in order to be in a position to choose one of the 
two aboyeanentioned methods” are changed to “in order to arive ata des Sn the 
er,” and, lower down, the sentence “by virtue of” to “construction ” is omit 
Alter the clauso fixing tho length of faineasion Oh te Bes elt 
worded as follows “Within that period the Persian Government shall communicate 
mn 0 the syndicate, but the result of the survey, with necessary data, must be 
fubmived to the Persian Government six. months before the end of that period 
Should evonts of free majeure hiner operations of surveyor, the tim which has been 
ad for presonting tho result of the survey will be prolonged for a poriod during 
w a the above operations have been delayed.” 3 PENS 
In submitting to me the above amended sal, the Minister for Forei; i 
requested me to invite Wood to call at the wee ae PINE yore Ree 
original proposal for new one. Tam replying that I have advised Wood to wait betes 
doing so to s0e if the now proposals are aeceptable to the syndicate, ut Pefore 
Tho Minister for Foreign Affairs has had very great difficulty in gotting th 
ine to agro to lininats watance respecting the syndicate building at its own 
f 0 ysand Ihave had to refuse seve Cc i 
ieulot rfeuan the Hrsan Governont age a a eee 
ntee, uring numerous long ¢ ni re had wit st 
orga Airs during tho last fer OMS teary ePareneanaes 
lovernment fear they may be foreed by terms of the option vithe oa Si 
navy bull by tho mynd sta heayy ts, oro give he aynuieas a arnt 
a ast onorous nore, hy it” argument was seen through at onco, and 
has mad tho Persia mument so suspicious of the syndicate that I have had th 
greatest difficult with the holp of your arguments, to porsuade the Cabinet to 


Agree to elimination of sentenc © other i 
peste n of sentei The other alterations made clearly show what is 





(7681) No. 361. 


Foreign Office to Sir W. Garstin, 


Pare Foreign Office, February 24, 1913 
agro fees of your lottor of the 15th Janwary on tha aubject af the. inary 
ggrgment in ezard to the Tra-Persian alway, and in patieular the additonal 
its fo be refered for export SNARE tee oe SEITE 
he matter was obviously one requ ci iderati 
4 technic docunient of this nature may aot probably atte aos 
of actual contro aver various portions ofthe line i 
___ Tis observed that tho draft declaration, enclosed in your | 5 
who i tt 
ie the fect that tho agrenent ete Russian and Tye ern 
formed enclosure B in your letter of the 20th December, doe ify in any t 
the rights of the French grou Hane esas 
f ouch group as they result from the international i 
principle, the agreements annexed thereto, and the statutes of the Sete atte ke 
Ho internaional agreement lays down thetses  MtMe® Of the Socte6 d'Etudes: 


ie wording of 
affect'the larger question 


“‘The realisation of the trans-Persian line i 

the Indo-Rritish system shall bo undertaken. by: mutual conent 
‘group composed of Russian, French, ‘at Be ne sea ane 
_ ‘The rights of the owners of shares of the So 
is made hereinafter, such as they shall be defined by 
of the Société d'Etudes, shall extend subsequent 


system with 
yan international 
ents upon a footing of equal 

té d'Etudes, of which mention 
ind result from, the constitution 
in the same proportions to all 
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companies which may be formed with the object of rondering effectively valuable the 
comPecions secured in view of the construction of the said line or concessions arising 
out of oF connected with the working of the same. _ 

“The group is agreed to request the Société d’Btudes to recommend the 
companies to be formed as above, to acquire the assistance of ‘the technical elements of 
tha choice on the basis of the equal distribution above mentioned, this basis being 
equally applicable to the technical and industrial sections, to the construction and to 


the material and supplies.” 


‘The application of the principle thus formulated would necessitate an equal 
participation of the three national groups in any companies which may be formed for 
Iie construction or working of any portions of the proposed line or of any branches 
thereof. 
You will recall that, in my letter of the 4th February, it is stated that tho assent 
of His Majesty's Government to the project of a trans-Persian railway is, subject to 
the conditions, inter alia, that ‘British control must predominate in the southern or 
Gulf section of any traus-Persian line, or of the branches, which may be made, and 
that this control shall not be invalidated by any.arrangement which may’ be made in 
regard to the pereentage of other (ic, non-British) participation in the undertaking,” 

These stipulations, to which His Majesty’s Government attach, paramount 
importance, are undoubtedly at variance with the literal text of the international 
agreement as to principle quoted above; they do not, however, appear to necessitato 
‘any practical diminution of the right of the French group under that agreement to one 
third participation in the capital of any company formed to work concessions. | 

Tn these circumstances His Majesty's Goverment conser, that any, deslartion, 
such as that forming the enclosure in your letter of the 16th January, should be so 
Norded as to make it clear that the “rights of the French group ” referred to, therein 
Tnean the right to one-third share of the capital and not to absolute equality with cach of 
the other two participating countries, 

‘For the confidential information of your group I am to state that it has beon 
suggested to Sir E, Grey that a plan for overcoming the difficulty in question might: 
be as follows 


Tot the Trans-Persian Railway, from Astara to the sea, be one concession, but let 
the actual line be constructed and operated in two sections ‘by two companios working. 
in cooperation, Russian interests. predominating on the northern section, British on 
the couthern, while the relative interests of the three Powers in the enterprise as a 
‘whole are maintained on basis of absolute equality. An illustration will show that 
this may not be impossible, If, for example, the northern and southern sections are 
supposed, for the sake of simplicity, to bo equal, the following distribution of capital 
would effect the object aimed at -— 





Southon | Ratlway as 
‘ection, | Section, |» whole. 








France, it is true, would not be predominant on either section, but as she has no 
territorial interests this is not a fatal objection. Moreover, on the principle laid down 
in the statutes of the société, she would only be entitled to one-third control, and this 
the above scheme gives her on both sections of the line. 

Tt is possible that a slight amendment of the statutes of the société may be 
required to give effect to such a distribution as that suggested, but thero should be no 
diflioulty in this if the main principle of equality is preserved. 

Tain to add that Sir B. Grey has no objection to yonr discussing this schemo with. 
the French and Russian groups, but he would prefer that at this stage it should not 
be disclosed to them that the suggestion is one aid before you in a tentative form by 
His Majesty's Government, ‘ 

am, 


1 &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 
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[8021] No, 362, 
Foreign Office to Sir W. Garstin. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 24, 1913. 
TAM directed by Secrotary Sir B. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 18th instant on the subject of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway project. 
Sir B, Grey fully recognises that the project, in its present form, somewhat differs 
the lines upon which it was originally drawn up, but he thinks that, on further 
ideration, it will be evident that the modifications aro of a nature favourable to the 
“gociéts.” The commercial advantages of through connection between Europe and India 
are far from being indisputable, and it is obvious that the alignment now proposed is 
likely to render the scheme « more profitable investment than a more direct route. 
T am now to refer seriatim to the points enumerated in your letter ‘— 


(a.) You submit that, “ having stipulated for Government control, and insisted on 
‘an alignment suited to political requirements,”” His Majesty’s Government should not 
at the same time exclude the possibility of financial assistance in the future. 

Tam to point out that the expression “Government control” in this reference 
does not appear to be altogether borne out by the terms of my letter of the 4th February, 
whereas the alteration of the alignment to one “suited to political requirements” 
convoys an inadequate idea of what has in effect been suggested, since the alteration in 
question would result in the line being diverted from an arid desert to a region which 
ig relatively populous, and therefore more suited for railway enterprise, Such being 
the caso, Sir B. Grey fails to appreciate why the circumstances to which you allude 
should render a British Government guarantee more necessary; indeed, he is rather 
Jed to the opposite conclusion. 

()--@) Tn rogard to this point, Sir E, Grey would recall to you the following 
sontence in my letter of the 23rd November 


“While Sir B, Grey cannot but regard the question as somewhat premature, he 
rocognises that, if railways are built in regions adjacent to those traversed by the line 
you havo in view, then nieans should be found for securing through traffic, destined to 
‘pass on to, or coming from, your system, against unfair manipulation on railways 
outside your direct control.” 


Tam to add that the desire of His Majest jovernment is to promote co-opera- 
tion amongst British commercial interests in Persia, You will, however, recognise that 
tho time and conditions of the Kerman-Bunder Abbas line are matters which are not 
devoid of all political bearing. 

(3,) His Majesty's Government have no objection to furnishing to you a list fof 
persons forming the Persian R. . They are submitting that list 10 the 
secretary of the syndicate for revisi hoped that it may be communicated to 
you very shortly, ‘The lines in which the syndicate are interested are the following :— 


(a,) From Mohammerah to Khoremabad. 

‘rom Bunder Abbas to Kerman. 

rom Bushire, vid Aliabad, to some point on a 
(d.) From Bunder Abbas, via Shiray, 


Sir E. Grey recognises that the line under (d) now coincides to some extent with 
the suguested main line of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway, but he thinks that it wi 
possible to come to a satisfactory arrangement with the Persian Railways Syndicate in 
rospect of this portion of the lino. 

‘The Inst paragraph: of your letter has been replied to in a separate communication 
of to-day’s date. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(7830) 
Foreign Office to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 24, 1913, 
” | AM directed by Searetary Sir HE. Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a 
letter from the Burma Oil Company (Limited), asking the support of His Majesty's 
Government in obtaining from the Government of India a licence to explore for mineral 
oil throughout the whole of Southern Baluchista 
Tam to suggest, for the consideration of the Marquess of Crewe, that the reply 
ned to the company by your department should eontain an express statement that 
The desired facilities can only be granted provided that both the Burma and Anglo- 
Porsian Oil Companies engage themselves to maintain the purely British character of 
their undertakings in Persia and elsewhere, 


Tam, &c, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[7970] 
Foreign Office to Persian Raittoays Syndicate, 


Sir, Foreign Office, Pebruary 24, 1913. 
"TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Groy to acknowledge tho rec 

lotter of the 1th instant, forwarding copy of a telegram sont to the § 
at Tehran on the subject of the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway 

Tam to inform you in reply that on the same day Sir E, Grey addressed a 
telegram to His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tohran giving the substance of your mossage, 
Stating that ho considered the present desiderata of the syndicate eminently reasonable, 
and instructing him to do his utmost to ensure their early acceptance by the Persian 


Government. ae 
LOUIS MALLE. 





(9044) 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Offce.— (Received Webruary 25.) 


Sir, 25, Abeliurch Lane, London, February 24, 1913, 
"| HAVE the honour to enclose herewith, for your information, an extract from a 
confidential letter addressed to the manager of the Imperial Bank of Porsia, London, 
from the chief manager of the bank in Tehran, dated the Gth February, 1913, in 
reference to business by parcel post between Europo and Persia 
: Thave, &e. 
G, NEWELL, Manager. 


——————— 


Enclosure in No. 305, 
extract from Confidential Letter received by Manager, Imperial Bank of Persia (London) 
a om Chief Mauger Tmporial Bank of Persia (Tehran), dated February 6, 1013, 


PARCEL post to Persia. 

Business with Europe by this means of transport has assumed. very large 
roportions in the north, so much so that it offends Russia's susceptibilities—not 
Feeause she can replace the particular imports by similar goods from Russia, but 
merely with the object of shutting out trading interests other than herown, According 
to international agreement, parcels from Europe are to be carried to the Russo-Persian 
frontier, and this at present is Enzeli, but I understand that Russia intends in futuro 
to make Astara the frontier for this particular purpose. At present it is difficult 


# No. 318, 
[1802] 60) 
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enough to get parcels cleared from Enzeli, but if they are dumped at Astara, business 
throngh that channel will become impossible, and we shall no longer be able to 
fmport silver by post. I understand that two or three of the European Powers 
interested have already protested against the intended change, but I do not know 
whether Great Britain is one of them. 

‘Some months ago the “Near Bast” gave statistics of goods exported to Persia 
by post, and put Russia at the head of the list with some 13,000,000 roubles. But of 
this sum 10,000,000 roubles was silver shipped in bulk from London, and posted in 
Riissia, and part of the remainder probably represented merchandise shipped in the 
same way, ‘This procedure also applies to goods shipped in bulk from England, and 
posted in Germany or Franee. 





(8538) No. 366, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 32.) 


Persian Minister called at the Foreign Off 

his Government were unable to accept. the 

Goverment pronowed to, mnie tem the. ad 

at 7 per cont, repayment within a year, and retention by Russia of the whole surplus 
of the northem euisioms in order to effect this. 

Sir 1. Mallet, who, received Mushir-ul-Mulk, said that he understood that these 
torms were identical with those which the Persian Government had accepted for the 
Jast advance, ‘The Minister admitted it, but said that this did not make the case any 
otter 

Sir I. Mallet askodl tho Minister to send him a short statement of the Russian and 
Persian proposals which he could show mo. 

Mushiul-Mulk also spoke of Sulared-Dowleh’s appointment to Resht. Sir L, 
Mallet told him that 1 thought that the Persian Government would do well to raise 110 
further objection, but wait-and see how the arrangement worked. 

Sir L. Mallet then asked what news thore was from the south and whether an 
Appointment had been found for Kawam, Mushir-ul-Mulk did not knot 

Tam, 
:, GREY. 





(8569) No. 367. 
Foreign Office to Treasury.® 


Sir, ‘oreign Ofice, February 25, 1913. 

WITH reference to my letters of the 15th and 1th instant, regarding a joint 
Anglo-Russian advance of 400,001. nglo-Indian advance of 100,000L to 
the Persian Government, Lam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to 
you herewith, to be laid ‘before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury, 
eae ds further telegrants received from Iis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran on the 
subject. 

‘As regards Sir W, Townley’s telegram No. 79, Sir E, Grey is of opinion that it 
would he advisable to accopt the proposal of the Persian Government as set forth in 
the second paragraph of the telegram, but he would stipulate that in any ease a sum of 
30,0001, should he earmarked out of the joint Anglo-Russian advance for administrative 
‘purposes in the province of Fars, 

Bofore, however, making any communication to the Russian Government, ho 
would be glad to receive their Lordships’ opinion on the quest 

‘As regards Sir W. Townley's telegram No, 80, Sir E. Grey would like to be in 
possession of their Lordships’ views as to making an arrangement which would not use 
tho wholo of the surplus of the southern customs but would leave a certain balance in 
tho hiands of the Persian Government, 


* Also to India Ofc, mutatis mutandis, Nos, $51 and 952, 
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— Jam at the same time to enclose a copy of Sir W. Townley’s despatch to which 
reference is made.® 
‘A similar letter has been addressed to the India Office. 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(8069) No. 368. 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Rebruary 25, 1913, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 10th instant, regarding the reconstruction 
of the Arabistan telegraph lines by the Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department, 1 am 
rested by Secretary Sir Edward Grey Wo sata forthe information of tho Marquess of 
Crewe, that he considers the terms of the convention to be satisfactory, and in all 
the cirenmstances of the case he concurs in tho view that the director-in-chief of the 
Indo-Huropean Telegraph Department should be empowered to authorise the necessary 
operations. 

Tam to enclose a copy of a telegram to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran on the 
subject-t 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[8225] No, 360. 
Foreign Office to Mr. Greenway. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Rebruary 25, 1913, 

T AM directed by Secrotary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter 
of the 20th instant, in connection with the negotiations for tho acquisition of a mining 
concession in Persia, and to inform you that, prior to its receipt, a telegram had been 
addressed to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, stating that your agent had reeoived a 
counter-offer from the Persian Government, that this had made a very bad impression, 
and that, inasmuch as the terms of the concession had been virtually agreed upon over 
two years ago between Mr, Preece and the Persian Government, you considered that 
the latter were now dallying with the whole question. 

Sir B. Grey added that ho regarded it as important that Sir W, Townley should 
give your agent his energtic support. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(9375) No, 870. 
Admiralty to Foreign 0 fice.—(Received February 27.) 


Sir, Admiralty, February 26, 1913. 

IN reply to Foreign Office letters of the 14th and 18th February, I am commanded 
by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to offer the following observations for tho 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the Anglo-Porsian Oil 
Company's letter of the 12th February. My Lords are quite willing to joinin a meeting 
of representatives of the Foreign Office, India Office, and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
to discuss the suggestions which the company indicate that they could put forward as 
alternative to those already commented on in Admiralty letter of the 2th December, 
1912, in which the objections to any proposal of a direct subsidy or to making any 
snggestion to the Seoretary of Stat for ina for any indirect subsidy were pointed out, 

2. The Admiralty havo recently entered into a contract with the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company for 30,000 tons of fuel oil to be delivered in 1913-14, subject to certain stipu- 
lations as to the quality of the oil, anda proposal from the company for a Jong term 


* Sir W. Townley (No. 288), November 22, 1912. No. 248, 








‘contract for large quantities is at present engaging attention. A number of considera 
tions arise on latter proposal which cannot be disposed of immediately but no time 
fe being lost in going fully into the matter with a view to making a definite reply to 
the company atthe earliest possible date, probably within the next two or three 
Mwoks. ‘Gnless the necessity for a meeting has become one of exceptional urgency my 
‘Lords are of 0 that it would be preferable from their point of view to defer the 
proposed meet ompany have received @ reply from the Admiralty on the 

‘ion of a forward contr 

3, Possibly in the intorval ¢ India may be able to obtain 
from the Ind i generally and in particular 
in regard to the possibi ilisingg Persian fuel oil for Indian rail Tt appears 
ory doubiful, however, whether the Tudia Office can be expected to give an opinion at 
present having regard to Mr, Greenway's remarks as to the probable duration of the 
Pere that tho railway board appear to be conducting, ‘The possibility of taking more 
effective action could undoubtedly be strengthened if the India Office as well as the 
‘Admiralty could enter into contracts for use of Persian oil on its merits for the services 
in which the two department spectively interes 

4, With regard to Mr. Gres ‘gestion of a contract with advanced payments, 
the proposal a far as ean be judged on the outline given by Mr, Greenway seems to 
Giffor but little in substance from the previous proposal of a subsidy which my Lords 
havo not foltable to entertain, Further explanation may conceivably put the proposal 

difforont and moro favourable light or oue of the alternatives may possibly prove 
more acceptable, To ascortain whether this is likely to be the case my Lords are 
Communicating with the company as in letter of which a copy is enclosed herewith. 

5. A copy of this lotter aud enclosuro is being sent to the India Office, 

Tam, ko. 
W, GRAHAM GREENE. 


Enclosure in No. 70. 
Admiralty to Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
Sir, 
jou, WITIL reference to your letter of the 20th January to tho Adm 
18th February: to the Foreign Office, Ta nied by my Lords Co 
the Admiralty to acquaint you that they are giv deration to your offer 6 
Oil ava forward contract, Certain points, however, arise which prevent them from 
ing an inmediuto reply to your proposal to the Admiralty, but no time is being lost 
pelo uattor, and my Lords liope to reply definitely within two or three weeks. 
timo they desire some further information in respect of the proposal in 
‘under an Admiralty contract. ‘They do not quite 
outline give liter to the Foreign Offic in what respect this 
differs froin that of a subsidy proviously suggested, nor what the security of 
would be if oil supplies were, from any reason, 1 yt forthcoming to xtent 
ipated, My Lords would bo glad to be favoured with your remarks on this point, 
‘ilso somo indication of the possible alternatives to which you allude in the same 


Tf it should be convenient to you to interview the director of navy contracts on this 
subject you may perhaps be able to afford the desired information more readily in that 
manner than by correspondence. 
Tam, &. 
W, GRAHAM GREENE. 





(9360) No, 371. 
Mr. Greemcay to Foreign Ofiee—(Reecived February 27.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
February 26, 1913, 
RRING to the letter which is being addressed to you to-day by the Persian 
Railway Syndicate, I beg to enclose copy of a telegram which, subject to your approval, 
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{purpose sending separately to Mr. Wood on behalf of the mining syndicate in connec 
tion with the proposed loan of 100,000. to the Persian Government. 
Tam, &e, 
G, GREENWAY, 


Enclosure in No. 371. 
Proposed Telegram to be sent to Mr. Wood (Tehran). 
REFERRING to your telegram of 24th, you may accept in accordance with 


separate railway telegram, but 100,001. will not be advanced until completion both 
railway and mining. 





[9342] No, 372. 
Persian Railtays Syndicate to Foreign Office —(Recoived February 27.) 


Winchester Houso, Old Broad Street, 

, London, February 26, 1913. 
WITH reference to our chairman's interview with you yesterday, and to the 

telogram No. 81 from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, a copy of which was then 

nnded to him, we beg to enclose a copy of the telegram which we purpose, subject to 

your approval, sending to Mr. Wood. 

‘As you will see we purpose instructing him to accept the rovised option in the 
form telegraphed by Sir Walter Townley, subject only to two slight modifications—the 
first an essential one, and the second to express more clearly the intention, 

We are, &c. 
(For Persian Railways Syndicate (Limited), 
©, GREENWAY, Chairman, 


Enclosure in No, 372, 
Draft of proposed Telegram to be sent to Mr. Wood (‘Tehwan). 


ACCEPT revised option as advised in British Minister telegram of the 
29rd February, subject to following additions : after word “surveyors” in last wentenco 
of Persian Government letter add the period of the option and stop; after word 
“period,” same sentence, add “equal to tha 





(9426) : No. 373, 
Mr, Stuart (War Ofice) to Mr, Campbell-—(Received February 27.) 


My dear Campbell, War Office, February 27, 1913. 

REFERENCE your query of Tuesday afternoon last, ‘Is a railway line from 
Khanikin to Ispahan feasible from the engincoring point of view by alternative 
alignments—(a) in the Russian sphere ; (b) in the neutral sphere ; and (c) partly in both 
the Russian and neutral spheres.” 

Tean find nothing to show that the tract of country in question has ever boon 
examine with & view o rallway construction between Khanikin neighbourhood and 
fspahan. 

From the information available in the maps, military reports, and route books 
which [have been able to consult, and in the absence of any report on the country, 
from the technical railway point of view, it is only possible to give a general opinion 
‘on the points of reference for what it is worth. 

‘Tie rogion in question is one of tho most mountainous in Persia, and the 
mountain ranges have a marked trend from north-west to south-east; any railway 
from Khanikin to Ispahan must ascend the Persian plateau and more or less cut across 
these ranges. 

The region in the Russian sphere (north of line Kasr-i-Shirin-Ispahan) is better 

[1602] aU 
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populated, more fertile, and better watered than the neutral sphere region; the 
physical difficulties to he encountered also seem to be less formidable. 

Railway construction from Khanikin to Ispahan in either sphere would be a 
difficult. and costly undertaking, and maintenanee of a line would be expensive. A 
technical and more d nination would be necessary to say whether a railway 
‘would be economically feasible under the conditions, 

Subject to the above remarks, it would seom that probably a route feasible for a 


railway could be found somewhat on the following general alignment, practically all in 
the Russian sphere :-— 


Khanikin—Kasr-i-Shirin—Kermanshah—neighbourhood of Hamadan (perhaps 
branching off east about Kangavar)-Sultanabad-Ispaban, 


ich alignment has the advantage that from Kangavar on to Ispahan it conforms 


to the natural trend of the mountain ranges; snowfall in winter might be a difficulty 
in certain places. 


Tt appears that h of the above (e.g. 


ounter great physical difficulties. 

No alignment partly in the Russian and” partly ral sphere seems 
feasible, 

In the neut e, oven taking a roundabout alignment to the south, Ido not 
think any aligum found that vould be feasible except at immense cost. 

‘Po sum up, therofore—alvways subject to my introductory remarks—I think that 
fv feasible, though costly, route could be found within the Russian sphere, but that 
probably no alignment, feasible without prohibitive cost, could be found in the neutral 
sphere, 

Yours sincerel 
ALG, STUART, 





(9435) 


Sir W. Pownley to Sir B 
(No, 81.) 
(elographic.) Te 
FIRST detachment of gendarmerie, 450 strong, leaves tos 
where it is expected that the rive on or about the Ist April 
follows in about a week with h Minister, 
or Cox and Tit ie Indian Army, who are at 
ano desirous oF wecompan: nics from Shiraz to Bushire. Tam 
favone of their doing +0, nents of gendarmerie should 
ot be lampored by presence of non-combatants. I much hope that gendarmes 
Il not be attacked, hut one must be prepared for such a possibility, and were an 
‘thick to be made on then), presence of British officers among them would, in my 
jon, he highly uidesirable, 
ro aro goveral is of various nationalities who lave expressed desire to 


v ‘gondarn jushire. T have advised Swedish colonel not to encumber 
himself with sightseers. 5 





[8647] No. 375. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchan 


° Foreign Offee, February 27, 1912. 
No. 63 of 20th February and your telegram No, 65' of 23rd 
February. 
‘Ons consent to the 'Trans-Persian. scheme was, from the first, confined to approval 
ple, subject to various conditions, of whi as the alig 
haye now recommended is one w ap and develop a more 
prolitie reg ‘ful if through tratlic from Europe 
would in any ¢ sucess of tho enterprise, it seams 
altogetlier unyvise to sacrifice to it substantial local advantage 
‘As the line must, in any caso, enter the British spliere at Bunder Abbas, the 
presont alignment is far preferable to an alignment direct from Yezd to Bunder Abbas, 
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shich would pass through unprofitable country. But surely the contention of the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, as described in the penultimate paragraph of 
‘Your despatch No. 63, is based ona miscalculation of distances. ‘The railway distance 
From Ostend to Moscow is rather less than that from Ostend to Constantinople ; the 
distance from Moscow to Ispahan, via Tehran, would be roughly 1,750 miles, and from 
Ispahan to Constantinople, vid Konia, Sadijeh, and Khanikin, about 1,900 miles. 

1 am convinced that the best way t0 avoid an extension ‘of the German 
system into Persia is for Great Britain and Russia to carry out, without undue delay, 
a well-considered scheme of railway co-operation in Persia, and you should emphasise 
this aspect of question in conversation with Minister for Foreign Affairs, 





No, 376. 
Sir L, Mallet to Hakki Pasha, 
SIR LOUIS MALLET présente ses compliments 2 Hakki Pacha et a Vhonneur 


de faire parvenir 2 son Altesse, 2 titre personnel, Ia copie cisjointe de Vaide-mémoire 
iblime Porte au mois d'aodt, 1912,* par son Excellence l’Ambassadeur de 


Sir Louis Mallet transmet en outre un exemplaire & échelle réduite de In carte 
“jdentique” de la frontidre turco-porsane. 


Foreign Office, le 27 féorier, 1913, 





(9360) No. 377, 
n Office to Mr, Greenway.” 


Foreign Office, February 27, 1913, 
directed by ry Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 26th instant, enclosing ‘the draft. of a telegram to your agent at Tehran, 
authorising him to aeoept the proposal of the Persian Government in regard bo the 
Mohammerah-Khoreimabad Railway (subject to the modifications indicated in. your 
separate telegratn), but intimating that the proposed advance of 100,000, will not be 
made until both the railway option aud the mining concession have been granted, 
Tam to inform you that Sir B, Grey concurs in the terms of this telegram. 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(10043) No. 378, 
Minute by Mr. Parker. 


Prans-Persian Railway and Mr, Greenway's Syndicate, 


MR. GREENWAY told me to-day that he had seen Lord Errington and had 
made the following proposal to hiins— 


As regards the line from Bunder Abbas or Bushire to Ispahan, that, the Persian 
y Syndicate should have two-fifths of the British share and the British group of 
d'Etudes three-fi 
As regards the Persian y 
the British group of the d'Etudes should be allowed one-third share. 
As concerns the inining concession, if obtained, the British group of the 
Etudes would be allowed a share should they wish for one, 


ndicate’s other railway undertakings in 


* Russian uote, August 28, 1912, 
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Mir. Greenway said Lord Errington appeared to regard the proposal with favour, 
Dut wished 10 say nothing definite until he had consulted Lord Revelstoke. 
Tthink the proposal, as shown in 1 and 2, seems a fair one. re 
February 27, 1913, 





[0468] No, 379. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 28.) 
po) Tehran, February 16, 1913. 

* WITH reference to recent, telegraphic correspondence upon the subject of the 
ining concession in Southern Persia now being sought by a British syndicate from 
the Bérsian Government, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of the 
Graft proposal of the syndicate presented on the 9th December last, as subsequently 
arnded and of the Persian counter-proposals that were handed to the representative 
Af tho ayadicate hore yesterday. T shiould add that the ayndiente has also authorised 
their ropresontativo to inform the Persian Government that they are willing, that 
the northern boundary of the area sought for mining operations should run from 
Khadeh in, Fars to Neh in Kerman. his alteration does not appear in either of 
the two necompanying documents, but it has been duly notified to the Persian 
Government, fe i i 

“Ta subinitting tho Persian counter-proposals, the Minister for Foreign Affaira 

informe Mr, Wood, the representative of the syndicate, that the Cabinet consider 
that the fevised prjest appear to offor tho most practicable and equitable arrange- 
front possible, both for Bensis and for the eoncessionnaire, due regard being bad to the 
awe end usages in foree in Persia as regards mining questions. Vossough-ud-Dowleh 
Ail that the Cabinot in elaborating this text have borne in mind the necessity for 
framing an arrangement hich will subsequently moxt with, the approval of the 
Medjlina, bofore which body the Government will have to answer for their acts, 
A eesesoes not mean that the instrument will have to receive the sanction of the 
Modjlis, but. that the Cabinet have been obliged, in drawing it up, to bear in mind 
thet they will somo day be called upon to justify the granting of the concession to a 
National Assembly. 

T'have carefully examined tho two draft proposals, and T have come to, the 
conclusion that the Persian countersproject is « reasonable document. that has been 
Tsed upon previous contracts made by the Persian Government for similar concessions. 
Tt may not be aceeptable to the syndicate entirety, but it would sppear to me 
to hevframmed in n ghoroughly conciliatory spirit, ‘The limits of the area to be handed 
vor to the ayndicato have not becn defined in the draft counter-proposals, because the 
Cabinet desire to examine still further into the matter, but I think that there is good 
roason to luli thatthe aren sought by the syndicate will be granted. The ehjestion 

votained to lines drawn from one point to another is that such an arbitrary Tine may 

fae. to disputes as to whether a mine is inside or outside the boundary, whereas 
fee could he made if provinces or well-known administrative districts were 
specially 

Tt is: mu 


it now than it wil : 
‘or possibly bo dealt with by a less well-disps 
to obtain some modifications should the 
pport of their wishes. 
support of their wishes. eee 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


SS 


+ fayjao far as ean ascertain, after consultation with the Persian Minister and Mesare Stanford, there ig 


‘no modern mip elearly shoving the limits o€ tho provinces ; Lord Curzon’s is not clear. ‘I cannot 
Tito uppreeiace the argument about “lines drawa from ove point go another.’—A. P- 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 379. 
Draft Kerman Mining Coneession, dated December 9, 1012. 


‘Pe concession granted by the Government of His Imperial Majesty the Shah of 
Persia in fayour of Mr, Matthew Tarbett Fleming, of 124, Bishopsgate Street, 
Without, in the City of London, and of Fremnells, Billericay, in the county of 
Essex. 


THE following has by these presents been agreed on and arranged, namely :— 


Article 1. The Government of His Imperial Majesty the Shah grants to Mr. Matthew 
‘Tarbett Fleming (hereinafter called the concessionnaire), by these presents a special 
and exclusive privilege to search for, obtain, develop, refine, heat, tnd gnelt, transport 
from one place to another, export and sell all minerals of every kind throughout: the 
whole of the zone between a line drawn from Abadeh direct to Birjand, thence south to 
about latitude 26° 25", thence west to a point south of Minab River, and from Abadeh 
‘south to thesea in the Persian Empire, for a term of sixty years from the date of these 
presents. 

Art. 2. This privilege shall comprise the right of constructing, working, and using 
within the limits of this concession, and up to and upon any point or points on the 
coast of the Persian Gulf, tramways, roadways, bridges, warehouses, wharves, piers, 

'y other conveniences necessary for economical transport, in so far as such 
ies do not exist, or are not adequately and duly provided by the Bersian Govern- 
tment or their nomives. It shall alsy compriso the exclusive tight of building and 
using in such places as the concessionnaire may select all works for smelting or 
otherwise, which the concessionnaire may deem desirable for tho treatment of any 
minerals raised, as well as all pumping stations, electric installations, telephone lines, 
waterways, canals, dams, water services, reservoir, workshops, warehouses, dwellings for 
employés, and any other works or conveniences which the concessionnaire may’ th 
conducive to the prompt and economical carrying out of the objects of this concession, 

Art. 3. ‘The Inperial Persian Government grants to the concessionnaire the ight 
to acquire any lands which he may deem necessiry or desirable for any of the above 

wereby grants gratuitously to the concessionnaire all uncultivated Inds 

State which the concessionnaire may deem necessary or desirable for 
any of sich purposes. With respect to uncultivated Jands belonging to others than the 
State or cultivated lands belonging to the State or others the coneessionnaire shall have 
the right to purchase them at the current values of the provinces or dist 
such lands may respectively be situate, and without any proprietors. being allowed to 
vette damandsof eruatiro Yo surcharge tho prioa ondary curzoni, for lands ent 
in their respective localities. 

Art. 4. Cancelled, 

Art, 5. All lands granted by these presents to the e ro or that may be 
soquired by him in the manner hereinafter provided, and also all buildings or ott 
property belonging to or used in connection with the operations of the concessionn 
uring the term of this concession, and also all mineral products) or articles of ever 
description imported or exported by the concessionaire under this concession shall 
be free of all imposts, customs-house duties, and other imposts whutsoever, exeupt 
the share of profits ‘payable to the Toperial Persian Government, as hereinafter 
mentioned. | 

‘Art. 6. The Imperial Persian Government authorises the coneessionnaire to form a 
preliminary company to exploit this concession, the object of which company, after 

3g the mineral toa sullcient extent by working eball be to form ote or: more 


Mocking company ot companies for the working of tis co ession or any part or parts 
ie 


thereof, aud all or any of the rights thereunder to such preliminary company, and such 
preliminary company shall have the right to re-transfer the same to anyone or more of 
Such working companies, ‘The name, statutes, and capital of any and each such company 
shall be fixed by the concessionaire. 
Art. 7. Any preliminary company that may be formed by the. e« 

‘exploit this concession shall guarantet the payment to the Impe 

by each company which may thereafter be formed to acquire any of the rights granted 
Dy this concession of a royalty of 10 per cent. of the net profits to be derived by exch 
such company vely from working the mines or other property of rights “which 

[1602] ox 
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may be acquired by such company, the intention being that in no case shall such 
royalty be payable more than once in respect of the same profits, 

‘Art, 8 ‘Tho workmen employed by the company or companies shall as faras possible 

i al Majesty the Shab, except the technical staff, such as the 
managers, en mechanics, &e. 

‘Kri.'0, The imperial Government binds itself to take all and any necessary. 
measures to fucilitate and to secure the safety and the carrying out of the objects of 
this concession and of the lands, buildings, and other property of the eoncessionnaire, 
‘and to protect the representatives, agents, and servants of the eoncessionnaire, and of 
any companies formed to acquire or work the said concession or any part thereof. 
Trsperiall Government having thus fulilled its engagements, the eoneessionnaire and the 
companies ereated by him shall not have any power under any pretext whatever to claim 
damages from the Persian Govern 


buildings, and apparatuses t 
tion of its or their industry sha property 
no right to any ind 


an umpire, 
The decision of the a 
‘umpire shall be final, 

‘Att, 12, ‘This act of concession made in duplicate is written in the English language 
and Piariod itaBonion with tlesame meaning: but, in tbe ovent of there being 
‘any dispute as to the meaning, the English text shall alone prevail. 


Done in duplicate at oliran this day of 1910, 
ee 
Enclosure 2 in No, 379. 
Draft Mining Concession in Southern Persia. 


LE Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale le Schab, voulant accorder son appui & 
uno entroprino utile A la prosperite du pays et destinge & faire découvrir et mettre en 
Yalont lot richesses minidres de son sol, accorde dans ce but une concession & 
M (Cidlessous ésigné par les mots * Ie concessionnaire,” qui comprendront 
Gealoment ses ayants droit) meyennant les clauses et conditions qui suivent, dont le 
toxto formera contrat ot eng ft entre Ie Gouvernement Impérial et ledit conces- 
sionnaite 
Article 1, Le Gouvernement Iny 


aqui seraieut situds dans In zone suivante -— 


Sont oxpressémony exceptdes les mines dor, de ‘ouses, de chaus ot pierre 
Ais, ie ype ot plone A ples, ang, de kaolin, de marbre et pierres & bitir, de 
‘sable ot do sel gem 

on Ggalomont exceptdes les mines @asphalte, ozokérite et gaz naturel, eoncédées 
par Tete du 25 mai, 1901, ct toutes celles qui se trouveraient actuellement en état 
Hexploitation réulidre ot Kégale on qui auraient été coneédées antéricurement 2 Ia date 
du présent contrat, 

Low travaux de recherche et de découverte ci-dessus concédées se feront aux frais, 
risques en perils di concessionaire et moyennant une juste ct dquitable réparation 
aux dommiges que cvs fuellement causer A la surface du sol, 
soit dans les terrains ap culiors, soit dans les terrains cultivés, 
Doisds ot construits appartenant & T'Eta s éehéant, V'appréciation du dommage 
fora fixce de commun accord entre les parties intéressées ou, & détaut de cet accord, par 
deus experts nommes I nement Lmpérial Pautre par le concessionnaire, 
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qui désigneront également un tiers expert on arbitre, dont le jugement sera définitif en 
U5 de partage ou désaccord des deux premiers experts. 

‘Aucune recherche ni aucun travail de découverte n'est autorisé dans les liewx 
saints, leurs dépendances, dans les habitations, terrains eldturés, ni dans un rayon de 
300 mbtres autour desdits lieux saints, dépendances, habitations et terrains cldturés 

‘Art, 2, Endéans les vingt ans & partir de la signature de la, présente concession, le 
concessionuaire présentera au Gouvernement. Impérial les plans de situation des mines 
Gil aurait déeouvertes conformément 2 article 1% et quil voudrait’ exploitor 
Giformément A la présente concession. Ces plans seront dressés une échelle 
Sfisante et porteront les indications nécessaires pour pouvoir repérer facilement, 
fur le terrain les surfaces demprises que le concessionaire jugera nécessaires pour 
Textraction des mines susdites, 'Toutefoia il est: entendu que chaque surfuce demprise 
ne pourra ddpasser une aire de 100 hectares, y compris les emplacements des installa. 
fins de surfice nécessaires au traitement des mingranx extraits et aux bureaux et 
Ditiments y annexés. Tl est également entendu que deux surfaces d'empriso ne 
mourront tre contigues ct devront étre séparées par une distance dau moins 12 kilom, 
{2 farsakths environ), mais il ponrra étre ‘lérogé A cette demnidre condition, de commun 
Gccord entre le Gouvernement Impérial ct lo coneessionnaire, dans les cus spécinux oft 
Cotto dérogation serait nécessaire A la bonne exploitation do 1a. concession, 

esate” Gouvernement Impéritt accord au eoncessionnaie le prvilie exclu 
pendant soixante années A dater de la. signature du présent acte, de Vexploitation de 
Prates les mines comprises dans les spécifications de Varticle 1", qui se trouveraient dans 
Jes terrains de I'Etat, et dont le concessionnaire aurait présenté les plans eonformément, 
aux spécifications de article 2, . 

oncessionnaire pourra également exploiter les mines qui se frouyeraient dans 
Jos terrains des particuliers ow dans ocux des fondations pieuses, aux conditions stipulées 
aux articles let 2, mais apros s'étre préalablement mis d'aceord avee les propr 
notavallis.”* et aveo la connaissance du Gouvernement Impérial, 
terme“ exploitati 's -mployé comprend extraction, la transformation 
anique, physique ou chimique des iaincrais, le transport, Vexportation et a vento de 
ais ef de leurs produits. 

‘Art. 4, Le Gouvernement Impérial accorde au concessionnaire un droit do préfirence, 
d conditions égales A celles qui seraient. proposes par d'autres personnes oMt Hocigts, 

sur obtenir Ia concession de Vexploitation des mines comprises dans les spéeifications 
Ascouvertes ou signalées apres Vexpiration de la durée de. 

“uf le cas ott Ie Gouvernement Impérial voudrait les 

11 est d'aillours entendu que celui qui obtiendmit, 

1 qhitablement Vinventour 


Art, 5.—(a.) Le Gouvernement Imp 
anabli oe Te pometuire danas torcana 
toutes installations ou constructions queleonques, néeessaires & une exploitation fueile et 
Geonomique des mines qui font objet de Ia présente concession. 

(G.) Le Gouvernement accorde au. concrasionnaire dans toute Pétendue do In zone 
délimitéo A Larticle 1%, le droit d’établix et de construire les routes, tramways, ponts, 
Tignes telépraphiques ot t6époniques, cana, aqueducs, digues, réservoirs, ateliers, 


‘emp 


muagasins ot ‘it udeessaires strictement aux bedoins de Yexploitation 
Teele présente emestion, pout autant que Tesdites constructions, ou, installations 

is te pat ow te sctaient pas dtablies en temps utile par le Gouvernement 
Impérial, d'une mnanibre adéquate aux besoins de Texploitation desdites mines, 

(c.) Le Gouvernement Impérial accorde au. coucessionnaity, en dehors de la zono 
Varticle 1", ledroit de construire des débareaddres ot quais de transbordement 
its des mines sur deux. points du littoral du Golfe Persique et 2 partir de 

chacun de ces deux points une ligue de tramway les reliant au systime des voios so 
trouvant & Tintérieur de ladite zone, Les deux points du littoral seront choisis de 
commun accord entre le Gousernewent persan et le concessionnaire, 

(d.) Il est entendu que toutes les installations ou constructions devront. servir 
rent aux besoing de exploitation des mines coneédées par le présent acto of 

pendant Ia durée de la présente concession, mais en cas durgence eb oceasionnellement, 
ft pour des motifs d'ordre public, le concessionaire devra permottre Ie passage et le 
tratsport gratuits par les routes, tramways, Ligoes tlégraphiques ou. téléphoniques 
ci-dessus, des agonts officiels ou des messages offciels du Gouvernement Impé 


* Personne désignce pour administrer les biens de fondations pieuses, 
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‘Art, 6. Tes terrains d’emprise spécifiés aux plans de situation prévus par article 2+ 
ainsi que ecux qui seraient néecssaires aux installations on constructions prévues par 

§ () vt (c) do Hartislo 5 ponrront Gtre oceupeés par le eoneessionnaire gratuitement sis 

appartensiont Tita ot fils ne sonb pas eultivés, boisés, construits, ni destinés 
habituell ‘Lune indemnité raisonnable danse eas contraire. 

liers, ils seront achetés parle concessionnaire 

nee du Gouvernement Impérial, et s'ils 

fn location aw concessionnaire 


et produits des minerais 
dies machines, outils, 
mais cette importa- 
tion ow exportation reste légaux 
des donancs persanes, notamment en ce 
de la nature, quantité et usage et des 
‘oncessionnair 
‘Art, 8. Lo concessionaire pourra emprunter aux fividres et aux torrents Tn 
quantité dieau néecssaire pour les besoins do Texploitation des mines eoneédés par le 
TrGaont acto, ms sous la réserve forielle que ces emprunts ne puissent pas avoir pour 
Ponséquence’ de. priver les Habitants de la région do la quantité d'eau qui leur est 
ngoessaire pour la culture et pour tous a os habituel, 
‘he tracé des routes, tramways, aquedues, et en général toutes construc 
‘naire, stuf celles & établic & Vintérieur des surfaces 
front établis de commun accord entre V'ingénieur du 
onnaite, et il est entenda que le Gouverne- 
mont Linp pour les besoins de Ventreprise 
AiGtablir lewd 
Art. 10. 
do former 0 
en totalité et par parties, ou 
Ta premidre de cox soci 
de ln dato de la signature de ta présente ec mine 
fu moins devta avoir eommeneé elfectivement dans les trois andes méme 
Git, faite do quoi la présente concession sera nulle et sans effet de pl 


Liexploitation effective de ‘au moins devra étre commenes endéans Tesdix _ 


anndes de li date de la pr ‘ensuite ére suspendue p 
Taps de temps do plus de cing années, faute de quoi te Gow 
Gott de omedier Mexploitation totale ou partielly des mines qui font Tobjet de la 
iprdwnte concession X toute personne ou société qui lui en ferait la demande ou les 
exploiter Inisinéme i sa convenance, 

Pour les elfota du présent article Pexploitation effective dune mine consiste en une 
extraction de minerai no 

Le concessionnaire s signature du présent acte une somme de 
80,0000. ita Banque Imp ‘qui sera remise an Gouvernement persan au 
anemone de la constitution de In premidre société d'exploitation ci-essus mentionnée, et 
Hout le quart, soit 7,6000. vera nequis au Gouvernement persan dans Ie cas ot cette 
sooidté waurait pas été constituse dans le délai prévue an présent article, 

‘Art, 11, Pour Vexéoution de Particle 10 preeédent M, cédera 
Jes droits que lui confere la présente concession & une ow plusieurs socidtés & charge pour 
clles d'excvuter eb remplir toutes les clauses ot conditions de In présente concession. 
socidtds sont désiudes par les mots “ayants droit: du conce: ” dansle préambule 
fa provent ncte, Le eoncessiounnire devea donner avis préalable de la constitution 
Hége dent fs au Gouvernement Impérial de Perse et lui remettre le texte des 
statuts do cos sociétes. 

‘statute devront établir In participation du Gouvernement de Perse comme 
ire de ces sociétés A raison d'un nombre d'actions 

Tmontant sera dgale & 10 pour cent du capital total des a 
Subséquemment par ehacune desdites so:idtés et soit qu'il comprenne des actions 
on indites, dea dotions privilégides oudes parts defondateur, Le Gouvernement Impérial 


pioportionnelleme: 

statutaires des a 

‘ou autres qui découlent des clauses de Ja présente concession. 
qui suit. 

"Ark. 12. Tadépendamment des dividendes ei-dessus accords, il sera, payé annuelle- 
ment au Gouvernement Impérial de Perse par chacune des sociétés ci-dessus désignées 
ine taxe de 6 pour cent montant total des bénéfices nets réalisés par ees, socistés. 
Pour Tapplication du présent artiole les bénéfices nets comprennent les dividendes 
atuibuée faux actionnaires, aux parts de fondateur, aux actions privilégiées, aux 
tantidmes des administrateurs et le surplus versé au fond de réserve. 

‘Art. 13, Le concessionniire sengage 1 n'employer que, des ouvriers eb agents 
ausiliaires de nationalité persane, sauf dans les cas ol! il serait: strictement nécessaire 
employer les ouvriers ow techniciens dtrangers tels quingéniours, contremaltres, 
mécaniciens, &e. 

“Art, 1. Les contestations en matidre eivile ou commerciale qui viendraient A surgir 
centre Jes sujets anglais et persans au service du conoessionnaire, de anéme que Tes crimes 
fou ddlits qui se conmettraiont dans les terrains oceupés par le concessionnaire ot dans 
Tesquels des sujets anglais et persans seraient impliqués seront soumis & ln prooédure et 
jugés conformément aux traités qui seraiont en vigueur entre TAngleterre. ob la Perse, 

ts lois du pays geront seules applicables si les deux parties ne comprenaient que dos 
saujots persans, 

‘Akt. 15. Le Gonverriement Impérial de Perso usera de tout son pouvoir légal pour 
faciliter les travaux et lexploitation de la. présente concession et ordonnera aux autorités 
Jocales davoir A nccorder Acet effet aide et assistance aux agents du coneessionnaite, 
Le Gouvernement Impérial de Perse prendra aussi toutes les. mesures, raigonnablement 

‘les pour assurer la séourité des installations généralement, queleonques 8 uso 
Tela présente concession et & cot effet Je concessionaire en fera dans chaque eas epéeial 
Ja réqhisition au Gouvernement Impérial avec Yanticipation suftisante, 

‘rt. 16, A Vexpiration de la présente concession toutes les mines, routes, tramways, 

Tignes tlégraphiques et téléphoniques et toutes Tes, constructions ow installations 
néralement -queleonques, ainsi que tous les terrains ot propriétés, meubles ou 
Ferneubles, destinés A exploitation de la présente concession ou instituds en vert de 
otto concession, feront retour gratuitement au Gonvernement persin libres de toute 
charge et hypotlidqie, et en pleine et entire propriété, 

‘Art. 17, Lexploitation de la présente concession sera faite aux frais, risques et 
périle du concessionaire et sous st responsabilité. Le Gouvernement aura le droit 
Moxereor en tout temps Ie contrdle nécessaire ot suffisant, pour In sauvegarde de ses 
Groits et intéréts, et pour sassurer de Texécution par le concessionnaire des clauses de 
Ja présente concession, 

“Art. 18. Ilest expressément stipul6 que les concessionaire abandonne tous droits 
sur ea objets antiques de toute esptce eb sur les bijoux, monnaies ou anéduilles 
Anelennes ou moderhes qui seraient trouvés dans les terrains occupés en verte de Ia 
présente concession pour le concessionnaire, ses agents ou toute autre personne, Ces 
Objets, bijoux, médailles ou monnaies seront ret nédiatement au Gouvernemont 
Tmpérial aprés leur découverte. 

‘Art. 19, En eas de contestation entre le Gouvernement Impérial et le concession- 
naire an sujet de Tinterprétation ou de Vexéoution des clauses du prévent note, les 
‘ontestations seront soumises au jugement. de deux arbitres dont Tun sera nommé par 
To Gouvernement do Perse et Yautre par Ie concessionnaire. En cas de désuccord ou 

mrtage entre cos deux arbitres, les points litigieux seront, tranchés définitivement en 
jernier ressort par un tiers arbitre nommé de commun accord entre le Gouvernement 
Impérial de Perse ot Io concessionnaire, et simultanément & Ia désignation des deux 
premiers arbitres. 

‘Art. 20, Le présent acte est écrit en frangais, avec la traduetion anglaise ot persane, 
mais en cas de contestation le texte francais fora foi. 
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[9529] No 380. 
Treasury to Foreign Ofiee— (Received February 28.) 


Sir, ‘Treasury Chambers, February 27, 1913. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
Sir [. Mallet's lotter of the 15th instant, in which Secretary Sir E. submits 
proposals for certain further advances to the Persian Government, and Tam directed to 
make the following repl 


Undor the terms of their letters of the Ist May and of the 9th February last, my 
Lords agreed to provide 100,001 in all, and did’ actually transfer to the credit of the 
Secretary of State 75,0000, for the purposes of advances, in conjunction with tho Indian 
and Russian Governments, to the Persian Government, ‘They understand that Secretary 
Sir E, Groy has still in hand, ont of the latter amount, 5,001. 

Tn these circumstances, their Lordships have given directions for the transfer from 
the ‘Treasury Chest Fund to the credit of the Vote for Diplomatic and Consular Services 
‘of 95,0001, which, with tho 5,001, still in the hands of your department, will make up 
the 100,000, required as the, British share of the new advance of 400,000L. (by Russia, 
India, and Great Britain eonjointly) agreed to by His Majesty's Government. 

‘Dheir Lordships agree with the view expressed by the Secretary of Stato in his 
telegram No, 87 of the 17th February to Sir W. Townley that this advance should be 
secured, if possible, on the surplus of the southern customs. ‘They will be glad to 
Know as soon as possible the exact terms proposed. ‘They also agree that tho 
repayment of the advances already made should begin from March next if practicable, 

‘Miers remains the proposal for a separate advance (100,000L) for Southern Persia ; 
amd on this Tam to say that tho representations urged by Secretary Sir E. Grey leave 
them no alternative but to approve this proposal also, on the understanding that, as 
explained in the lotter from the Secretary of Stato for India of the 18th instant, one-half 
of the advanco will be made by the Indian Government. 

‘heir Lordships will then place 0,000. at the disposal of your department as and 
when required, and the Secretary of State will doubtless inform them, at the earliest 
dato what arrangements he is able to propose ns to the security and interest for the 
Toan, the expenditure from which will be subject to the conditions outlined in telegram 
No. 76 to Sir W. 'Vownley, 

In conclusion, Tam to say that, while the balance on the ‘Tyeasury Chest Fund 
ft the prosent moment happens to be sullicient to enable their Lordships to advance 
the suins immodiately required—which when added to the sums advanced last.year will 
‘make total of 220,0001.—the resources of the fund are insufficient to admit of so largo 
‘an amount boing left long outstanding. 

Tam, &e 
ROBERT CHATMERS. 





(9520) No. 381, 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Ofiee.—(Received February 28.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, February 27, 1913. 
FOR your information only we herewith beg to hand you copy of a letter dated 
tho 26th instant which we have to-day received from Mr. H. F. B. Lynch. 
We have, &c. 
(Bor British and Foreign General Securities and 
Tnvestment Trust (Limited) ), 
A. B, STODART, Secretary. 


Enclosure in No. 381. 


Mr. Lynch to Mr. Stodart, 


Dear Mr. Stodart, 33, Pont Street, London, February 26, 1913. 
IN reply to your letter of yesterday asking whether 1 concur in accepting the 
terms offered by’ the Persian Government in connection with the Mohammerah— 
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Khoremabad Railway, with amendments as shown in red on your enclosure, T have 

to state as follow g , 
‘Assuming that the Foreign Office are unable to do any better for us, T concur in 

acceptance, In that caso I suggest. tho insertion of the words “and/or Khor Musa 
*fioe Mobammerah in line 2; and also the insertion of the words ‘and the syndicate 
Should accept the same” after the word syndicate in lino 17. It is also a question 
Sthether the pexiod of eighteen months is sullicient for the completion of the survey 
Wha the preparation of the plans and estimates. I wnderstand that Sir William, 
Willcocks found it impossible to conduct the surveying operations on the plains of 
Mesopotamia during June, July, and August. ‘Therefore, it would seem scarcely 
worth awhile to send ont surveyors till the Tate summer. By commencing work at 
Tork ends, they might complete the field work by July 1914;, but sickness might 
foriously retard the work, and in any caso it would be avery tight fit, The better 
Course might, therefore, be to provide that the Persian Government should notify its 
Gecision within. six months after the submission of, tho results of the survey, at 
Shatever time these results should be submitted, the limit of time within, which tho 
+ is to bo made and its results submitted being fixed at threo years. I concur in 


southerly portion of thi 

make the contract effective. 

‘The Persian Government, hay 

a railway from Julfa to Tabri 

informed that the Russians have agi 

Te is a matter of common knowledge that @ gua 

thereforo, have to © 

money’ themselves. 

territory. I eannot con 

course, the Persian Cabinet under the Constitution are not empowered to deal with the 

railway question at all, powers for this purpose being specially reserved to the Modjliss, 

fas our chairman has already pointed out in his letter to the Voreign Office. In the 

absence of the Medjliss, the political situation in Persia is wholly irregular; but the 
ing of Russian railways in Persian territory with the forced concurrence of, the 

abinot, is such a serious step that Tam extremely sorry to see that, it is 

paseing without” protest by the Government. 1 still. hopo, that, such. protest will bo 

Inade, aud that steps will be taken to render it effective. ‘Tho issue of Persian Stato 

Bond for the construction of railways is a vastly different matter from the Bagdad 

Railway terms, against which our Foreign Office has protested in the past. | That was 

the principle accepted by Mr. Shuster, whom nobody would acense of neglecting the 

interests of Persia, and it ought to govern the construction both of the railway in the 

north and of that’in the south, Ian see no reason why the Persian Government 

should not be invited to settle that question at once. Preparations could then be made 

for iseues of Persian State bonds to meet the expenses of the survey and construction 

of the lines decided upon. 

Under these circumstances I trust that our chairman may be able to persuade the 
Foreign Office at least to make it clear to the Persian Government that the terms now 
offered are accepted on the understanding that tho conditions upon which railways 
fare to be constructed in Persia shall receive their early consideration. I cannot seo 
why we should have to wait two years for a decision on this point, 

Having this in mind, Tshorld recommend the deletion of the words ‘in order to 
arrive at a decision in the matter and to draw up the necessary conditions, a preliminary 
survey is necessary.” ‘These words seem to me to be quite unnecessary. , I should algo 
Jeave out the words four lines on, ‘after the completion of the survey,” and make it 
read, “on condition that if the Persian Government should decide.” 

‘Yours sincerely, 
HF, B, LYNCH. 
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[9607] No. 382. 






Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 28.) 









(Telegraphic.) 

MY telegram No, 60 of 10th February, 4 . 
Minister says that it will not be possible for Cabinet to remain in office 
funds are forthcoming by the Persian New Year, 21st March. His Highness 
much upon the support of His Majesty’s Government in persuading the Russian 
ent to accept Persian proposals respecting rep 
, most desirable for the furtheran 

prosent Cabinet should be kept in office 

(Rtepeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





Tehran, February 28, 1913. 








































(9605) 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 28.) 








(Private) 5 ; 
(Telegraph Tehran, Februa 

THERE is great anxicty hore respecting the intentions of the reacti 
who are believed to enjoy sympathy of Russia, Tt is anticipated that we may seo 
forward movement in this dirvction before long, with Azerbaijan ax a starting-point. 

Mr, Churchill has recently seen Regent as well as certain members of ex-Shah’s 
party. If you could sparo him a few minutes I think that you might gather some 
items of interest from him, 


ary party, 


















(8846), No. 354. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No. 36.) 

Sir, 







Foreign Office, February 
in the last paragraph ot your teleg 





" WITH reference tothe passa, 



























2srd instant, respecting the Mobammorah-Khoremabad Railway  conce dl 

ot that tho redundant argument was “seen through” at once by the Persian 
Goyernment, [ thin ie desirable to explain to you the reasons which prompted the last 
sentence of my telegram No, 86 of the 17th ultimo, 






















‘Phono was no int 
a wording unfivourat 
there was no nece 
insertion of a partic 
and ¢ fore 





1g th Pers 
was merely. 





into accepting, 

fact that 
ly stage on the 
ceptable to the syndicate 


he point of view of the 

ves by the. preceding 

1 reserves to them freedom to 

ually obviously objectionable 

:tingoncies it bound them, before 
Je settlement to themselves, 

Tam, &e. 
E, GREY. 














from the point of view of the 
the results of the survey wore known, to an 


































Foreign Ofice to 





+ Greenway. 







Bir, Foreign Office, February 28, 1913. 
T AM directed by Secreta £, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 26th instant, in wh the draft of a telegram which, subject to the 

concurrence of the Seeretary of State, you propose to dispatch to your agent at Tehran 
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on the subject of certain modifications you consider necessary in the latest proposals of 
the Persian Government with regard to the option for a railway from Mohammerah to 
Khoremabad. 
Tam to inform you that Sir E. Grey concurs in the terms of this draft telegram, 
and that he has instructed His Majesty's Minister at Tehran in the same sense. 
Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 














[9718] No, 386. 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Ofieo—(Received March 1.) 


Sir, Winchester House, Old Broad Street, February 21, 1913, 
WITH referenco to my interview of the 26th instant, with Sir Louis Malle, T 
yesterday savy the Honourable Cell Baring and Lord Errington with regard to the 
proposal that the Persian Railway Syndicate and the Société d'Etude should in some 
Way co-operate in respect of the proposed railway from Bunder Abbas to Shiraz, 
We fully discussed the position of the various Persian railway schemes and I 
placed before them the following proposal :— 


1. That they shall admit the Persian Railway Syndicate to. two-fifths participation 
in the five-ninths share which it is proposed that the British group shall hold in the 
southern section of the proposed trans-Persian railway. 

2, ‘That in consideration of thisthe Persian Railway Syndicato shall transfer o the 
Société d’Ftude their interest in the railway from Bunder Abbas to Shiraz, 

3, That as a further consideration, and also in order to secure a mora, complete 
consolidation of interests between the British group of the Société d’itnde and 
ourselves, wo should admit Messrs. Baring Brothers and their British associates to a 
one-third interest in the Persian Railway Syndicate by increasing the capital of the 
latter to 45,0001 of which they would be allowed to subscribe one-third, 


also explained to them the position and objects of the Persian Mining Syndicate 
‘and the connection between this syndicate and the Railway Syndicate, and olfered to 
admit them to a one-third share in the former should they desire to take any participa 
tion in it 

I pointed out to them that the proposals made by me in regard to the amalgamation 
of our respective railmay interests would give them an equal interest in the proposed 
purely British railways (viz.,Mohammorah to Khoremabad and Bunder Abbas to Kerman) 
to that which they. now hold in the trans-Persian Syndicato, and, thorefore that the 
arrangement was «in advantageous one from all points of view, inasmuch ag it would 
permit of the construction of railways in Southern Persia being’ proceeded with in the 
order of their importance and remunerative possibilities, without regard to the 
predominance of any particular British interests in ax . 

‘hey seemed to consider the proposals that I placed before them very reasonable, 
and said that after consulting with their British colleagues they would let me know 
their views. 


























T havo, &, 
C. GREENWAY, 


(9711) No. 387. 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Office —(Reeeived March 1.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 28, 1918. 
I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, and am pleased 
to nowe that Sir E, Grey concurs in the terms of the proposed telegram to our agent at 
‘Tebran, a copy of which was enclosed in my letter of the 26th instant, 


I have to inform you that the telegram has now been Gree to Mr. Wood. 
vam, &0, 
C. GREENWAY. 








[1602] BZ 
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(9722) No, 388, 
Burma Oil Company to Foreign Oyfice.—(Received March 1.) 


(Gonfdentia) Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
ir, February 28, 1913. 

WWE have the honour to refer you to our letter of the 17th February, 1918, on the 
subject of possible oll-felds in Southern Baluchistan, and to forward for your information 
copy of & further communication on the subject which we have addressed to-day to the 
Secretary of State for India. 

"As the importance of prompt action is obvious, we trust that we shall have the 
valuable support of the Foreign Office in this matter, 
We have, &o, 
(For the Burma Oil Company (Lifhited)) 
= ROBERT L WATSON. 


Enclosure in No. 388. 
Burma Oil Company to India Ofiee, 


(Confidential.) Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sin, Rebruary 28, 1913. 

WE have the honour to refer you to our letter and enclosures of the 17th February, 
1918, on the aubjoct- of possible oilfields in Southern Baluchistan, and to give you the 
following cablo on the subject of our application for concessions of these which we have 
just received from our representative in India, viz ‘— 


“Nothing can bo dono at Delhi, The Government of India cannot act unless 
application be first made to the Chief Commissioner of Baluchistan, and for this purpose 
fin proceeding immediately to Quetta. Department of Commerce and Industry will 
ive application every consideration if it meets with Chief Commissioners approval, bat 


ny opinion is it is very desirable that Secretary of State for India shou 
Government of India in support of ou application for exclusive concession,” 


cable the 


If this recommendation can be complied with, as we trust, it can, we shall be 
plensed to hoar that you will telegraph to the Government of India in the matter. 
We have, &c. 
(or the Burma Oil Company (Limited)) 
ROBERT L WATSON. 





(0774) No. 389. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received March 1.) 


Confidential.) 
Sir, Board of Trade, March 1, 1913. 

TAM directed by the Board of Trade to refer to your letter of the Yth January, 
transmitting copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran relative to a 
proposed general increase of the Persian customs duties by 25 per cent. in order to 
provide security for a loan to the Persian Government of at least 3,000,000, 

With regard theroto I am to state, for Sir E. Grey's information, that as the result 
of enquiries which they have caused to be made the Board are disposed to think that 
Tritish exporters to Persia would not be likely to raise serious objection to the proposed 
jnereaso in the rates of customs duty, if that increase applied (as appears to be intended) 
to all goods entering Persia, by whatever route, and if, in return, some substantial and 
permanent improvement in the conditions of traffic upon the roads in Southern Persia 
‘were obtained. 

"Tho Board attach great importance to the fulfilment of this latter condition, since 
owing to the prevalent disorder British trade has already been, subjected to heavy 
Gdditional burdens by the large increase in the cost of insurance and transport for g« 
Sntering Persia by the Gulf ports, and they desire me to point ont that the proposals 


outlined in Sir W. Townley’s despatch, referred to above, do not offer any guarantee 
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ae 
ti ” whilst as regards 
is necessary or in 


Thave, &, 
W. LLEWELLYN SMITH. 





(9426) No. 390. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
thei ok ) RB. I Office, Mareh 1, 1913, 
‘elegraphic.| Poreign farch 1, 1913, 

MY telegram No. 173 of 27th Fobruary: Khaniki rae alien 

Our advisers say that a line from Khanikin to Ispalan would probably not be 
feasible in the neutral sphere from an engineering point of view except at-a prohibit 
ost, as the region is one of the most mountainons in Persia and the ranges have a 
marked trend from north-west to south-east. An alignment might be found within the 
Russian sphere, but would be costly, and the Potsdam Agreement makes such an aligne 
ment impossible without Russian consent, 

his is avery important point which you should bring t M, Sazonof's notice, as 
it appears to dispose in a practical manner of connection with the Bagdad Railway. 





(9829) No. 301, 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 3.) 
(No. 158) 
Sir, Constantinople, February 25, 1913. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 43 of the 10th instant, on the subject of the 
‘Tureo-Persian frontier, Thave the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from 
the acting British consul-general at Bagdad, enclosing a report and sketch map 
prepared by Mr. Soane, which completes the map and details previously furnished by 

iu (se enclosure in my despatch No, 1060 of the 12th December last) respecting the 
‘of possible cession of territory to Turkey in the Zohab district, agreod upon 
between himself and M. Orlof. 

Mr, Soane's observations on proposition 2 of his former report would seem to make 
it evident that the line marked in red in his second map. a8 th boundary of the 
Senjabi tribe's winter quarters from the Elwend to Mendalli is also the line of frontier 
as at present locally observed. ‘This line, it will be remembered, forms part of the 
line considered most advisable by Messrs. Soane and Orlof. 

Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 391. 


Captain Scott to Sir G. Lowther. 


Your Excellency, Bagdad, January 27, 1913. 

IN continuation of my despatch dated the 13th January, 1913, I now have the 
honour to enclose a sketch map prepared by Vice-Consul E. B. Soane in accordance 
‘with the instructions contained in your Excellency’s telegram No. 65 to my address. 

T have kept one rough tracing of this map as an office copy. 

Perhaps if it is intended to have this map printed in London some spare copies 
might be sent to me later on. 

T enclose at the same time three copies of a note prepared by Vice-Consul DB. B. 
Soane to accompany his sketch map. 

I have shown the map and the note to M. Orlof, Russian consul-general at 


Bagtlad. 
Thave, &. 
NORMAN SCOTT, Captain I,M.S., Acting British 
Resident in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 391. 


Note to accompany Sketch Map of the Frontier between Shemiran and Mandati, 


The present frontier accepted.—This follows the southern limits of Shemiran, 
thence down the Sirwan to Bughaz and along the line marked, ‘There are Turkish 
towers and forts at frequent intervals from Darbandi Khan to Kani Biz; those of 
which J know I have marked with a small cross. 

Note.—The line from Bughaz to Kani Biz has given the Persians even more than 
they claim (see memorandum 9033, September 1907). ‘This would, according to 
them, have been from the junction of Kuretu and Sirwan Rivers, down the crest of 


Aghdagh, to a point on the Holwan two or three miles south of Kasr-i-Shirin. 


Kani Biz to Mandali.—From Kani Biz across the ridges of Baghcha to where the 
red and blue lines touch the road there is only a very ill-defined line. ‘The country ‘is 
arid and uninhabited for the greater part of the year. From the northern part of 
Baghcha to Kala Naft (or Kani Masi) the road itself is accepted as the frontier, and 
thence to Kumesang range. The Turks, I believe, claim that the line should run from 
Kani Biz, between Shah Kuh and Baghcha, and along Parumal and Zelezerd to 
Dubrula, thereby including Baghcha and Saumar. 

fap.—The map substantially confirms the result of my work with M, Orlof, 
With the exception of the details south of the Shemiran it coincides with the 1847 
commission map, which is the most correct in existence. 

‘The blue line is that termed by me previously No. 1, providing for the eventuality 
of leaving Chia Surkh * (Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Limited) in Persian torritory. 
Starting at the confluence of the Zimkan and Sirwan Rivers, it follows the main ridge 
of Baizel, thence to 'Tayghuz (a place inhabited by Babajani Kurds), thence up the 
Cham-i-Zerishk to nearly opposite the source of Dar-i-Zengena stream, which rough) 
marks the boundary between Sharafbaini and Babajani tribes (north) and Guran (eouth), 
From the confluence of Dar-i-Zangena and Ikhtiarabad streams (thence called Abbasan) 
to Mamashan, a village near the Abbasan, across the undulating plain to Tilaku ruins, 
thence to the tree on the summit of Dari-Divan (Dar Dedaban on the commission 
map), thereby leaving Sarkala plain to its present occupant, Guran and Walad Begi. 
From Dar-i-Divan due west across the plain (practically uninhabited) to the Sirwan 

iver. 

‘The physical features of the line are not very well defined, but the consideration 
of leaving Chia Surkh in Persian territory, which demands a compensating cession on 
the Khanashur side, renders it difficult to choose a well-defined line. 

‘The red line is that called No. 2 by me previously, and was the one considered 
most advisable by M. Orlof and myself, Its physical features aro sufficiently defined 


* The point marked by Mr. Greenway, of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, a8 representing Chia Surkb 


‘was fully twelve miles too far north, See correspoudlenoe between Foreign Office and Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company, London. 
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on the map, and I beg to refer you to former notes for the reason ofits selection, If 
the line seems to give too little to the Turks, a combination of Nos. 1 and 2 would be 
very satisfactory, i.e., No. 1 from the north to Darband-i-Ur and thence No. 2, as 
Turkey would thereby gain, undivided, the Sharafbaini and Babajani tribes, which 
are both Sunni. Such a line would give them a country which they could make very 
valuable, and of which the Persians never would or could make use. 

Note.—Both these lines leave Shemiran to the Turks, see note on Shemiran. 


‘The alternately red and:blue line is that called No. 3 previously, and provides for 
the contingency of leaving in Turkish territory the Senjabi tribe’s winter lands. It 
practically follows the roughly defined boundary between the Senj¢bi and Kalhur 
Jands, the latter being left in Persian hands. 

Shemiran.—This small property is, I believe, strictly speaking, Persian territory, 
but is no longer regarded as such locally. It belongs to the Jaf Muradi (‘urkish 
Kurds), and its boundaries are those shown, viz., from Darband-i-Khan, along a small 
stream rising at Karga Mil (a high pass), through Karga Mil, which has Zimna Kuh 
on its north and Khoshik on its south. Thence eastwards, Pusht-i-Kala mountain is 
recognised as Turkish and Shah Kerim mountain as Persian. Thence it follows the 
Zimkan River to the Sirwan as shown. ‘The territory is shaded on the map. 

Sawmar.—A small plain on the Gangir River claimed by the Turks, principally, I 
think, because they fear that if it be cultivated by irrigation from the Gangir the 
Mandali water supply would fail—which is the case. ‘They have consequently, even 
by force (1903-4), prevented its cultivation, and demolished a Persian customs post 
erected quite close to the southern end of the Kumesang hills, in order to assert their 
right to the land. It is at present deserted. 


Chia Surkh, January 13, 1913. 








E. B. SOANE. 


P.S.—In Pisht Kaif (Persian, Pusht-i-Kub) several villages are owned by Sheikh 
Najm-ud-Din of Biara (‘Turkish subject and place). He resides at these villages for 
some part of the year. It is understood that the Turks rely on him in a great measure 
to gain the people over to an appreciation of Turkish rule. 

Shaikh Nizam-ud-Din, brother of the above, has lately come to settle in Zohab 
plain. He is a Turkish subject and prisoner. 

‘These are sons of Sheikh Umar of Biara. 





E. B.S. 
[9834] No. 392. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 3.) 
No. 163.) 
‘ir, Constantinople, February 27, 1913. 


WITH reference to your despa No. 318 of the 15th July of last year, I have 
the honour to report that Mr. Shipley now informs me that M. Minorsky has now 
informed him that no record of the proceedings of the Zelonoi-Kemball Commission of 
1876 exists at the Russian Embassy. The only documents relating to this matter in 
their possession are the official protocols of the commission of 1875. 
+ would further appear that in General Zelonoi’s recollection, as stated by him to 

the Russian staff at Tiflis, the working map used by himself and General Kemball did 
not show any general line, though there were many lines in pencil representing possible 
lines of frontier, 

Mr. Shipley adds that a further search which he has made in the archives of 
His Majesty's Embassy has failed to reveal any trace of the proceedings of the Kemball- 
Zelonoi Commission of 1876. 

T have, &c. 


GERARD LOWTHER. 


[1602] 
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{10005} No. 393, 
Board of Trade to Foreign Ofice—(Received, March 3.) 
(Very Confidential.) 
Sir, Board of Trade, March 1, 1913. 


T AM direoted by the Board of Trade to refer to your letter of the 15th January 
transmitting copy of a despatch from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire with 3 
report on German trade and shipping in the Persian Gulf during the period from 
Cetober 1910 to October 1911, and also to your letter df the 23rd January transmitting 
ony of deopnich from the same source relative to lighterage, and to offer the 
following observations thereon for Sir B. Grey’s eonsideration :— 


‘The Board note that the comparative figures given on page 2 of the report on 
German trade and shipping relate only to arrivals at Gulf ports, and imports thereat, 
direct from Europe, and that no reference is made to the operations in the Gulf of 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., and of the British India Steam Navigation Company, or 
to other services between India and the Gulf, though these must necessarily be taken 
into account in estimating the relative importance of British and foreign shipping 
interests in that region. Further, whilst it is unavoidable that the imports carried by 
the various lines should be stated in packages, this method renders comparison of the 
values of their cargoes impossible; but taking the statistics as they stand, the Board 
Observe that, on a comparison of 1910-11 with 1900-10, imports by the Hamburg- 
‘America Line to Persian and Arabian ports showed no increase in respect of sugar 
and kerosene taken together, aud a heavy decline in general cargo. As regards 
imports at Bussorah and Bagdad, the very great increase in the number of packages 
carried by the same line appears to have been mainly in wood for date-boxes, 

‘Aa regards the question of the sugar trade, the Board have at, present nothing to 
add to their previous observations on the subject; and as regards the export trade 
from Southern Persia, they see no reason to modify their opinion that it would be 
unreasonable to advise British traders to adopt methods which are admittedly unsound 
from the commercial point of view. 

Tn this connection Lam to point out that Sir P. Cox and his commercial adviser 
appear to think that Mr, Strick (of the Anglo-Algerian Steamship Company) is not 
wall informed as to the general situation in the Gulf is consequently not acting in the 
manner best likely to serve his own interests, and is likely to be influenced by 
ropresontations on the part of His Majesty's Government. ‘The Board are, however, 
Aiposed to think from previous, personal experience of that gentleman that the 
contrary is tho caso, and that Mr. Strick is fully satisfied with his own position, 

Tes observed that ayerage shipments to Bushire by vessels of the Anglo-Algerian 
Line (in which Mr. Strick is mainly interested) showed a very large increase in 
1910-11 over 1909-10. : 

With regard to lighterage, which is dealt with in Sir P. Cox's despatch of the 
2ith Decomber, it would appear that His Majesty's consul-general is not fully 
informed as to the arrangements connected with the Société des Transports fluviaux. 
Sir 1, Groy will recall that the interests in the company are divided equally between 
the Deutsche Bank (and the Bagdad Railway Company) and the Euphrates and Tigris 
Steam Navigation Company; that should an Anglo-German-Turkish company be 
formed, the shares are to be divided equally between the Deutsche Bank (or its 
representative), the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Company, and the Ottoman Government, 
find that should the last-named not subscribe the necessary capital, its share is to be 
divided equally between the two other parties; that the operations of the company are 
to be confined to the trausport of railway material, or of downward cargo at rates not 
lower than those. charged by the steam-ship companies operating on Mesopotamian 
rivers; aud that the new fleet will be removed from Turkish internal waters so soon a8 
the railway is completed, unless some arrangement for its further employment is made 
swith the Turkish Goverament, 

‘The Board would suggest that Sir P. Cox should be informed of these facts, and. 
also that, inasmuch as the Bagdad Railway Company are entitled under, their 
Concession to carry building and other material in their own boats, His Majesty's 
Government raised no objection to the present scheme when communicated to them 
ti advanee, since it secured a substantial British interest in this particular portion of 
the carrying trade and in the construction of the necessary vessels. 

Buralthough the judgment formed by Sir P. Cox and his commercial adviser 05 
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to trade and shipping conditions in the Gulf appears to require modification in some 
respects, the Board have no reason to doubt its substantial accuracy, or to modify the 
pinion which they have previously expressed as to the general nature and purpose of 
German competition there, : 

‘The entries and clearances of German vessels at Gulf ports are increasing, even. 
if their ontward freight from Europe in the year under review consisted largely of 
sugar and wood; they will probably henceforward carry to Bussorah large quantities 
of railway material, and the Hamburg-America Line are endeavouring to secure part 
of the freight hitherto carried in British vessels; and Messrs. Wonckhaus, by. their 
Tmcommercial methods of business, appear also to have made it difficult, if not 
impossible, for British firms to engage in the grain export trade, On the other hand, 
the Board have some reason to believe that the relations between the various British 
shipping companies and traders operating in the Gulf are not altogether such a8 to 
facilitate co-operation. 

The Board are, however, in communication with a number of representatives of 
British shipping and trading enterprises interested in the Gulf, with a view to 
ascertaining their opinions on the present situation and as to a possible course of 
‘action, and a further communication on the subject will be addressed to you shortly. 
They eannot, however, conceal from themselves the fact that, the competition which 
British traders are called upon to encounter is one which is not likely to be met 
effectively by action upon purely commercial lines. If, as the Board believe, German 
trade in the Gulf is deliberately conducted without regard to. commercial profit or 
Joss, and with the object of marking out political claims, then British traders cannot 
reasonably be expected to take any competitive action which would involve them 
probably in financial loss and would not be likely to inflict a serious check upon 
German trade aggression in that region. ‘The chief factors in the problem are, in the 
opinion of the Board of Trade, political rather than commercial, and unless His 
Majesty's Government are prepared to incur heavy financial linbilities in order to 
support private British traders in this region, it appears to the Board of ‘Trade that 
nothing but political action could effectively improve the situation. 


am, & 
GEO, J. STANLEY. 

















(10059) No, 394. 


Viscount Errington to Foreign Oiee.—(Received March 8.) 


Sir, 8, Bishopsgate, London, March 8, 1913, 

TRANS-PERSIAN railway. ; 

With reference to your letter of the 24th February last to Sir William Garstin, 
Thave the honour to forward you herewith copy of « memorandum mentioning certain 
points which the British group would be glad to have an early opportunity ‘of 
discussing at the Foreign Olice or Board of ‘Trade. 

1a meeting can be conveniently arzangel fr this purpose Wednesday next, I 
would propose that Sir William Bisset, Mr. F.C. Harrison, and Mr. P, Shaw Stewart 
Should accompany me at whatever appointment can be given us, and that we should 
diseuss the points at issue on behalf of the British group. 

‘A copy of the enclosed memorandum has been forwarded to the Board of Trade. 

Thave, &e. 
ERRINGTON. 





Enclosure in No. 





Memorandum on the Foreign Office Letter of February 24, 1913. 


‘TRANS-PERSIAN railway. 

‘The purport of the above-mentioned letter was discussed last week at a meeting 
of the British group of the Société internationale d'Etudes du Chemin de fer 
transpersan. 

Whilo the main lines of policy which His Majesty's Government desire to lay 
down appear established and have. been communicated to the British group for their 
‘guidance in negotiating with French and Russian interests for a working arrangement 
ina trans-Porsian railway scheme, there would seem to be several questions of 















































principle and ‘detail which may militate against the satisfactory conclusion of an 
agreement. 

Tt is felt, therefore, that in view of the possibility of an early meeting of the 
Société d'istudes in Paris, the points of difficulty might with advantage be discussed 
betreen representatives of the British group and a representative of the Foreign Office 
‘and Board of rade during the course of this week in order to arrive at a clearer 
‘understanding of the British Government's views. 

‘There are many questions of principle which the Société d’Etudes as a whole 
must discuss before any indications can usefully be given as to their views, but the 
following points appear to demand settlement before negotiations can proceed in 
Paris : 


1, Assuming the trans-Persian railway to be one concession from Astara to the 
sea (ie, Bundor Abbas), can through communication with India be looked to by the 
inclusion in an international line of the section from Bunder Abbas to the Baluchistan 
frontier (cay Cattar)? ‘The construction of this extension of the international line 
being naturally subject to the approval of His Majesty’s Government as to time and 
alignment, 

2, Assuming a single concession for the whole alignment from Astara to Bunder 
‘Abbas, and porliaps eventually on to Guattar, would His Majesty's Government view 
with favour the principle of the revenue and expenditure on tho northern and southern 
sections of the line beimg amalgamated ? 

3, The division of the concession into two companies presupposes a separate 
capital for each of the two companies, ‘This would militate against the principle of 
amalgamating receipts. 

4, ‘Two companios would not easily work in co-operation without the establish 
mont of a contral board. 

Tn the contral board would therefore be vested the chief control over the whole 
ontorpr 

















Abbas 

‘Tho admission of 
bo solicited from Russia. 

5, Whilo admitting French “rights” to mean one-third share of the capital and 
not absolute equality with each of the other two participating countries, the British 
roup dosiro to learn definitely whether His Majesty's Government intend to exclude 
tho French group from participating in the ‘technical and industrial sections,” and 
also in the “construction” arrangements, as well as in the orders for ‘material and 
supplies” required for an international line. 

‘Tho foregoing are some of the points which occur to the British group as 
requiring early discussion, and for this purpose it is submitted that a meeting might 
bo arranged on Wednesday next, Sth March, at such a place and hour as may be 

jeated by the departments concerned. 


March 3, 1913. 




































[9850) No. 395. 
eas Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reeeived March 3.) 
0. 71. i 
Telegraphic) St, Petersburgh, March 2, 1913. 
OUR clogram No. 173 of 27th February : Trans-Persian Railway. 





Tn the course of conversation yesterday I explained to the Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs that as Moscow was 160 miles nearer than Constantinople to Ispahan there 
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° 

could be no danger of through traffic being diverted to the Bagdad Railway, and that 
the northern route could be made still more direct were European traffic to branch off 
wrest at Rostov instead of passing by Moscow. While admitting the latter contention, 
his Excellency expressed some incredulity as to the correctness of our caloulations, and 
said that he would have the figures looked into, I then once more reverted to the 
advantages of our alignment, pointing out that as the projected railway must. in am 
case enter our sphere at Bunder Abbas it would be impossible to induco Britis 
financiers to co-operate in building what must prove an unproductive railway through 
the desert by oad when there was far better, though somewhat longer, altemative route 
ty Tapahan, "One ould not Tid, in thinly populated country like Persia fix 
alignment, as had been done in the case of St. Petersburgh-Moscow Railway, by 
drawing a straight line from one town to another. 

Though Lcould not get him to. commit himself to acceptance of our proposal, he 
showed himself far less hostile to it than on the last occasion, On my remarking 
that the best way to block German railway extension would be for us_ to co-operate in 
carrying out at once the scheme you had proposed, he merely said it might be well 
‘wore we to undertake the construction of a line from Ispahan to Khoremabad, He 
even once suggested that we might drop the larger schemo altogether, and that 
Russia might construct line to Tehran while we constructed some line in the south, 
‘As T gathered that his object in. suggesting this was to prevent our sea-borne goods 
being brought north, remarked that Persian Government might refuse concession for 
the line to ‘Tehran except as part of a trunk line to the south. 1 hardly think it is 
likely that he will put forward. such a proposal seriously, but if he does, what lino do 
you wish me to take up? Iwill act on your telegram No. 176 of Ist March on the 
first opportunity. 











(9863) No. 396. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reevived March 3.) 
(No. 87.) 


(Telegraphic) R. Tehran, March 3, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No, 99 of 27th February : Mohammorah-Khoremabad Railway, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday handed Wood an amended letter of option 
containing all the alterations and additions made by the syndicate and the Persian 
Government, The original letter was returned to Minister for Foreign Affairs by 
"Tho question is thus definitely settled pending the necessary later negotiations. 





(10047) No, 397. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdveard Grey.— (Received March 3,) 
(No. 88.) 


(Telegraphie.) R. 
“MY telegram No. 85 of 28th February. 

"The Minister for Foreign Affairs has sent note to the two legations pointing ut 
that it ig of tho utmost importance that the Persian Government should know within 
‘a week the decision of the two Governments in the matter of the conditions attached 
to advances, and adding that they cannot accept the same conditions as were attached 
to the advances last March respecting repayment out of the customs. 

Tam of opinion that if it 1s really intended to help the Persian Government it can 
only he done by giving them two years’ grace before calling upon them to commence 
repayment of advances, Ithave alo goad reason to believe hat thoy aro aware that 
they can get advanco of at least 200,000L from other British sources if given a free 
hand to borrow the money. 

(Gont to St. Petersburgh). 


Tehran, March 3, 1913. 
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[9435] 8." 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No, 102.) . 

(Telegraphic.) : Foreign Ofice, March 3, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 84 of 27th February : Fars gendarmerie. 

I concur entirely in your views, and His Majesty's consul-general at Ispahan 
should inform the two officers that they should not accompany the force and should 
dissuade any other British subjects from doing so. You should impross on the 
Swedish colonel the bad effect any further mishap will have, and advise him to run 
no risks. 

















Confidential.) 

Tho French Minister's intention to travel south appears to. to somewhat 
injudicious and may embarrass the force, but I ‘presume that there is no means of 
Aissuading him from accompanying the colonel. 



















(53486) No, 399. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 





hia) Re Foreign Office, March 3, 1913. 

PLEASE telegraph to me the substance of your Excellency’s promised 
observations (seo your despatch No. 1060 of 12th December) regarding the suggestions 
riado, By Messrs, Noono nd. Orloff on the eubjoct of the frontier of Zokab Bageka, 
and Zatar. 

















(9753) No, 400, 





ir Edward Grey to M. Cambon. 


HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 
compliments to the French Ambassador, and in reply to the enquiry contained in 
His Weealoreya: ieoiorandum of the ist Pebromry voparding’ Gs. saploysient ol 
French offigers to reorganise the Persian army, has the honour to state that 
His Majesty's Government have always, in conjunction with the Russian Government, 
deprecated the employment of the nationals of a great European Power for such 
nurp 

Tet air Fi Grey, (ede sure thot tho Frosch Government) will lly understand) the 
reasons which make it necessary for His Majesty's Government to maintain this 
attitude, and he is sensible of the courtesy of the French Government in communicating 
with him upon the subject. 


Foreign Ofice, March 3, 1913, 























































(7013) No. 401, 








Sir Edward Grey to Colonel Yate, M.P. 





Dear Colonel Yate, Foreign Ofice, March 3, 1913. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 12th ultimo, putting forward a suggestion 
that tho Bushire-Ispahin road should be garrisoned by adforce of Persian levies under 
British and Indian Mahommedan officers, and transmitting a draft scheme for such 
force. Lam much obliged to you for this communicati 

Itis intended eventually to increase the gendarmerie 
some 4,000 men. ‘The Swedish officers have already dqne excellent work under very 

t difficulties, against which they have laboured most assiduously and earnestly, and 
view of whit they have already accomplished there is good reason to hope that they 
‘will be successful in’ maintaining ‘order, at any rate upon the principal trade routes in 
Fars, as soon as the men have have had a little more time to acquite the necessary 
training, cohesion, and self-confidence, 
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is Majesty's Government have determined to give this experiment a fair trial, 
Gaga agreed to assist the foree with « monthly subsidy for a year, in view of the 
importance, in the interests of the British trade, of eoping the trade routes open to 
tubsidise the force, In these circumstances I fear that the introduction at present of a 
new foree auch as is suggested in your letter might tend to confusion, | 

#, GREY. 








[9375] No. 402. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
ee Foreign Office, March 3, 1013. 


; F i i ledge the 
‘M directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to acknow! 
eantet Casi the 26th ultimo in regard to the recent ‘proposals of the Diplo: 
Persian Oil Company. ms ea ‘ i 

ir E. Gi ,ies that the Lords Commissioners are willing to take part in a 
mit Daigoea oprepeatatirl ‘of the company and the Government departments 
concerned, but that before doing so they would prefer to await the answer toa letter 
Secontly addressed to the company in regard to its latest proposal to supply fuel oil ns 
3 Eee has been so informed privately, and no further action will be taken 
by this department for the present. 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(9376) No, 403, 


Foreign Office to Mr. Greenway, 


Foreign Ofien March 3, 1918 
‘ letter of the 12th ultimo in. regard to the proposals which your company 
ieee put bothre His Majesty's Government was Yeforred to the Admiralty, who 
express thee willingness to take part in meating between membory of your board ‘and 
repr ernment departments concerned, : 
air nt lose the Adiiralty say that they would prefer to avait the 
answer to a letter which they have addressed to you in regard to your company’s latest 
offe ly fuel oil as a forward contract. 
Tee re eee Synsequently taking no further action for the present, 


Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET, 

















110232) No, 404, 
Treasury to Foreign Ofice.—(Reecived March 4.) 
(Confidential), 


Sir, Treasury, Bah 3, ste 7 
* | HAVE laid before the Lords Commisioners of His Majesty's Treasury, Sir 1. 
atlere eter of the 25th ulin, further respecting the proposed advanoos to tho 
Persian Government, and am directed to make the following reply -— 
i i Jr part, see no objection to the proposals of the Persian 
on a Lert or ttseran advance should Doar interest at hese of Tet 
‘it., be secured on the customs receipts of the North and South respectively, an y be 
repayable out of the contemplated loan ; and that if that loan has not been made by the 
1p yanmary, 1915, repayment of the advances should then begin by halfyearly 
instalments,” As regards the amount of these instalments it is not clear whether the 
sae AE 50,0001, mentioned is to be paid in respect of each half of the total advance of 
400,0001., or whether it ‘represents the total instalment to be divided between Russia on 
the one hand, and India and His Majesty's Goverument on the other ; but even on the 
latter assumption it seems improbable, in viow of Sir W. Townley's telegram, No, 80 o 
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the 22nd ultimo, that the southern customs revenue will be able to provide for such 
charge from the Ist January, 1915, in addition to providing for the repayment of the 

40 ool. already advanoed and the security of other revenues should therefore be 
obtained. 

‘The further question, whether the whole of the surplus (southern) customs 
revenues should be absorbed for the service of these advances, is one which in their 
Lordships judgment must depend largely on political and administrative considerations. 

‘As tnustees for the British taxpayer my Lords must press the Secretary of State to 
obtain the fullest security for these substantial advances, and this would point to the 
imponnding of all the surplus receipt 

‘They recognise however that to insist upon this course may paralyse or cripple the 
Persian. administration, and so tend to defeat the objects for which the advance is 
made, and even to impair the prospects of its repayment. If Secretary Sir E. Grey 
should be of this opinion they would not object to some arrangement which for the 
time being would leave a portion of the surplus customs receipts to the Persian 
Government, provided that interest at least is paid on the advances, and that there is 
ome gurantee for tho proper expenditure of the portion ao let. 

__ My Lords will be ready to consider any. proposals on this point which Secretary 
Sir E, Grey may wish to make, and they will add the following observations. ‘The 
surplus receipts of the southern customs are stated to be little more than 6,001. « 
month, Of this the charge for interest on the advance of 200,001. now, contemplated 
will absorb nearly 1,202, a month. If the whole of the balance (viz. 4,800. month) 
wore appropriated say from the Ist April, 1913, for interost on and repayment of the 
advance of 140,000), already mado, this advance would not be repaid before the end of 
two and a half years, say in the autum of 1915 and meantime only interest on the 
advance of 200,001. would be provided out of the customs receipts. 


am, ko. 
ROBERT CHALMERS. 





(10189) No. 405. 
Persian Railway Syndicate to Foreign Osice—(Received March 4.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, March 3, 1913. 
WE bog to acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated the 28th February, and we 
note that Sir Edward Grey concurs in the terms of the proposed telegram, and we now 
bog to inform you that the same has eon dispatched to Mr. Wood accordingly. 
We have, &e. 
(For British and Foreign General Securities and 
Investment Trust (Limited) ), 
‘A. B. STODART, Secretary. 





{9607} No. 406, 


aa Sir Bdvard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
‘elographic.) R. Foreign Office, March 4, 1913. 
< "FOUR telograms No, 85 of 28th February and No. 88 of 3rd March: Advance to 
ors, 
Wo shall be able to reply in two or three days. Our conditions will not be 
unduly onerous, but it is impossible to arrange details without proper consideration, 
‘and the Persian Government must have patience. 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 184.) 





(9850) No, 407, 
(fo. 185) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(Lelegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 4, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 71 of 2nd March: Trans-Persian Railway. 
‘The question of a possible line from Ispahan to Khoremabad seems partly met by 
my telogram No, 176 of 1st March. 
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‘As to the objection to our sea-borne goods being brought, north, if Russian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs should advance any arguments based on this objection 
your Excellency might point out that, Since the conclusion of the Potsdam Agreement, 
Zich goods can be imported to Tehran via Bagdad and Khanikin as soon as the 
Tehran-Khanikin line, which cannot be indofinitely deferred, is completed. What 
his Excellency wishes to avoid has already been sacrificed by the terms of the Potsdam 
‘Agreement. Moreover, a line taking British goods north would also bring Russian 
goods south. If M, Sazonof puts forward officially a proposal to drop the trans-Persian 
fine, your Excellency should reply that you will at once report it to me. There would 
be no objection here, but it would be better to obtain the option in order to prevent ite 
falling into other hands, ‘There might be an agreement that the linking up should 
not take place except by common consent after construction in the north and south had 
been accomplished. 





(10716) No. 408, 
Minute by Mr. Parker. 


I HAD an interview with Hakki Pasha to-day, when we discussed informally, but 
in considerable detail, the Turco-Persian frontier question. 

T emphasised the great importance which Sir E. Grey attached to a final settlement, 
and laid stress on the fact that no great sacrifice was asked for from Turkey, for all 
‘vo desired was a return to the status quo of 1848, which, with few minor changes, 
had remained the status quo up to 1905, when the recent Turkish encroachments 
began. Tsaid that I had recently ascertained that the frontier status quo of 1848 was 
substantially the line favoured as a just settlement by Sir Arnold Kemball in 1878,— 
and that Sir A. Kemball had always been looked upon, even by the Turks themselves, 
ax a Commissioner whose sympathies inclined rather to ‘Turkey than to Persia. Haleki 
Pasha admitted this, and said he would like to follow the Kemball line on the 
“jdentio” map: this we did; and we then compared it with a map showing the 
status quo of 1848 (the year in which the Treaty of Erzeroum was ratified) and, 80 far 
is was possible, with the line indicated in the Russian note of last August. The 
threo lites appear to correspond except in two localities to a minor degree, and we 
buly discussed them as far south a Bane (north of Zobab province and the 36th 
parallel of latitude), i 

Hakki Pasha said that he recognised that the question must now be settled ; that 
a settlement was in the best interests of ‘Turkey herself; and that he thought, the 
Rassian and English desire for a settlement was reasonable. He wished to do three 

hings :— 

1, ‘To satisfy Russia in regard to the north, 

‘To satisfy us from the Persian Gulf to the 32nd parallel of latitude (rather 
north of Hawizeh), 

3, To save Turkey's face, and the present Government from adverse criticisin in 
‘Turkey. ‘To do this it would be necessary to treat the frontier as a whole, and if 
‘Turkey accepted the British and Russian notes of 1912 (relating to the southern and 
northern portions of the frontier respectively) then she should receive some 
compensation in the middle, Ho said he wished the settlement to appear in the light 
‘of a compromise, and not of a Turkish surrender all along the line, 

Tasked him’swhat his idea of Turkish compensation in the middle would be ; and 
he said that, accopting, for the sake of argument, the contention advanced in the 
Russian note of 1912 that the ‘Treaty of Brzeroum settled the wholo quostion excepting 
Zohab and Mohamnmerab, and accepting the British proposals of July 1912 respectin 
Mohammerah, alzo for the sake of argument, it was well known that agreement had 
never boon reached as to how the ‘Treaty was to be interpreted with regard to Zohab. 
‘As to this province, Persia, he said, had taken advantage of ‘Turkey's embarrassments 
during the Greek War of Independence in order to annex it, and as the Treaty of 
Erzeroum had never been carried into effect in regard to Zohab, Persia had a8 @ matter 
of fact remained in possession ever since. ‘This was a very unfair state of affairs, 
especially as a large portion of the population in the northern part of the province was 
Sunni. His idea was that if Turkey the Russian note substentially in regard 
to the north, and our proposals in regard to Mohammerah, then ‘Turkey ought to be 
given some compensation both at Bane and in regard to the northern part of the 

[1602] 40 
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province of Zohab. He said both places were within the ‘neutral” zone on the 
identic map. 

T then asked if he wished to put forward this project of a compromise definitely, 
in order that it might be considered fully. He said he would prefer not to do this for 
the moment, but that he would give a definite answer on Friday. 

He said that he would like to place before his Government a line as a recom- 
mendation made by Sir E. Grey ; that if this were done there was considerable chance 
of its being accepted by the Porte, who could say they had done this under the advice 
of His Majesty’s Government who were fully informed as to all the merits of the 
dispute. 

ar said that for us to recommend a definite line it would probably be necessary 
first of all that we should consult Russia, and he said that he would prefer that we 
should do nothing at all until Friday, when the next interview takes place. He said 
the Ottoman Government were not very trustful of M. de Giers, the Russian 
‘Ambassador at Constantinople, and that they would be very glad if a line could be 
agreed upon informally here, and then definitely put forward at Constantinople in the 
Commission now sitting there. He said he recognised that we should have to consult 
Russia, but he preferred to wait a few days. If Russia, England, and Turkey were 
agreed, then, he said, Persia would have to accept. 

He said the Russian note had referred to a report by Sir Henry Rawlinson on one 
part of the frontier, and he asked me to show him the line of frontier along the 
Kandil Dagh referred to in Sir Henry Rawlinson’s report, and the report on this part 
of the frontier. I did this. 

T annex a rough sketch map of the frontier. . 

AYP 

March 4, 1913. 





[10373] No. 409. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received March 5.) 


Sir, India Office, March 4, 1913. 
IN reply to your letter of the 30th January regarding a proposal that the Govern- 
ment of India should supply 1,000 rifles and 500,000 rounds of ammunition to the 


Governor-General of Fars, I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, 
for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram 
which has been received from the Government of India on the subject. 

Tt will be seen that the arms and ammunition are immediately ayailable, but that 
the Government of India are considering whether the supply should not be made 
conditional on the appointment of a British officer to train the Governor-General’s 
new force, In view of the long and regrettable delay that has taken place in dealing 
with the question the Marquess of Crewe does not propose to await their further 
telegram. ‘The correspondence which has been received by this mail, and of which 
a copy is enclosed,* seems to show clearly that there are already too many sources of 
friction between the Swedish officers and the Governor-General in respect of the latter's 
proposed force, and his Lordship fears that the appointment of a British officer would 
only add to them. ‘Though such an appointment would no doubt afford a guarantee 
that the arms and ammunition would not fall into the hands of the tribesmen, he is 
not prepared to recommend that it should be made a condition of the supply 

Sir W. Townley might be requested to make the necessary arrangements direct 
with the Government of India, who, with Sir E. Grey’s concurrences, will be instructed 
accordingly. 

‘As it seems very doubtful whether the Persian Government will obtain a large 
Joan in the near future, Lord Crewe would suggest that payment should be made from 
the sum about to be advanced by His Majesty's Government, and that the amount 
should be earmarked in addition to the 30,0001. proposed in your letter of the 
25th February. 

Tam, &e, 
T, W. HOLDERNESS. 





SketTcH Map 
SHOWING APPROXIMATELY 


Turco- PERSIAN FRONTIER. 


(300. 3/43 2448) 0.4391 
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Enclosure in No. 409. 






Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic.) P. March 2, 1913. 

PROPOSAL to supply Governor-General of Fars with arms, &e. Please refer to . 
your telegrams of 4th February and later date. We have ayailable at once 1,000 
tifles and 500,000 cartridges. But we are considering whether we should not demand 
acceptance of a British officer’s services in raising and training Governor-General’s 
force as a condition to the supply of the arms. A further telegram will be sent at 
early date containing our views on this point. 



















[10265] No. 410. 


ace Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 5.) 
No. 89. 
(Telegraphic,) R. Tehran, March 5, 1913. 
MY telegram No, 87 of 3rd March: Mohammerah Railway. 
Wood has officially accepted option offered by Persian Government in the name 
of syndicate. 7 












(10423) No. 411. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 5.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Tehran, March 5, 1918, 
‘YOUR telegram of the 4th March, 





The sum of 9,0471. included repayment of advances made recently by the bank. 
‘These advances are only secured on the southern customs up to the 8th March, the 
date on which the claim of His Majesty’s Government to the whole surplus commences, 
In my telegram No, 80, no allowance is made for interest on the first advance if its 
repayment is again postponed. 

You have probably noticed that the statement in penultimate paragraph of my 
despatch No. 238, to the effect that 14,5007. on account of Anglo-Indian loan is 
recoverable in March next, is inaccurate. This sum will be only payable in monthly 
instalments, bringing the total monthly service loan to 2,5001., as stated in my above- 
mentioned telegram, 



















(6247) No. 412, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(Be 104.) 
Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, March 5, 1913, 

NOW that spring is approaching and the roads will be more passable, it is very 
desirable that the Central India Horse should be sent back to India, It is not fair to 
keep them longer under existing conditions. 

I realise, femeon that the tribal migration may render such a course difficult, 
and T should be glad to receive your views, after consulting Sir P, Cox and Major 
O'Connor, as to whether the regiment could proceed safely to Bushire, 

Tam also consulting the India Office on the subject. 


















(7427) No. 413, 






Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. ‘ 
(No, 105.) 
(Pelegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, March 5, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 70 of 15th February: Advance for Fars, 






I presume that the Persian Government will give the required assurance in regard 
to the buoying and lighting of the Gulf and in regard to Bahrein and gendarmerie 
purchases, and will agree to the arrangements for the control of the monthly advances. 
As soon as this is settled we can hand over the money for this purpose. 
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[9863] No, 414, 


Foreign Office to Mr. Greenway. 


Sir, Foreign Offce, March 5, 1913. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the Mobammerah- 
Khoremabad Railway concession, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you 
that a telegram dated the 3rd March has been received from His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran stating that the Minister for Foreign Affairs had handed your agent an amended 
letter of option containing all the alterations and additions made by your syndicate 
amd the Persian Government, ‘The original was returned to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs by Mr. Wood, 
‘The question is thus definitely settled pending the necessary later negotiations, 
in regard to which a further communication from you will Se awaited. 
am, & 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(10577) No. 415. 


Minute by the Earl of Onslow. 
Sir A, Nicolson, 

LORD ERRINGTON here this afternoon and gave me this paper. He 
aid that he was going to Paris on Saturday, where he would met the French 
roprosentatives, He was, however, not going to discuss railway matters, as the Board 
of Pride hud bigot len Shes views a 


Foreign Office, March 5, 1918. 


Enclosure in No. 415, 
Memorandum communicated by Lord Errington. 


LORD REVELSTOKE was in Paris at the end of last week, and during his stay 
there hnd the opportunity of conversing with his friends about Persian Government 
and railway affairs, 

He communicated the strony desire expressed by the Foreign Office that financial 
delegates should be dispatched without delay to Persia with a view to making a study 
of the financial conditions in that country, and of suggesting some machinery for the 
gration of “cio” or “beard of contol” by wiih an efetive collection aud 
disposition of the revenues may be assured. He has taken measures to assure himself 
that the study of this financial question is well in hand, and all the necessary stops are 
being taken to arrive at some definite conclusions about financial possibilities, after the 
framing and discussion of which it may be found possible to despatch the suggested 
delegates to the country itso 

t is recognised, however, that the two questions of railroad concessions and 
financial assistance are so closely intertwined that it will be impossible in all probability 
to deal with the one without simultaneously approaching the other. _ Tt will therefore 
be necessary to come to some definite arrangement as to the details of the railroad 
project before authorisation is given to the despatch of any representatives empowered 
to make a study of the financial problem, i 

Tt must be understoo is not proposed that the Société d'Etudes, as such, 
should occupy itself with the financial question, 


Mareh 5, 1913, 





(10427) No, 416. 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Bdveard Groy.—(Reeeived March 6.) 
(No. 122, Confidential.) 
ir, Paris, March 5, 1913. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of @ communication which 
T have received from the Regent of Persia relative to the appointment of Salared- 
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Dowleh to be governor of the province of Ghilan. The Nasr-ul-Mulk begs that 
instructions may be sent to His Majesty’s Minister in Tehran to take ateps for the 
protection of his interests at Resht, should they be threatened by Salar-ed-Dewleh, 
Thave, &, 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 


Enclosure in No 416, 
Note communicated to Sir F. Bertio by Nasr-ul-Mulk, 


(Private and Confidential.) 

I HEAR that Ministers in Tehran have nominated Salar-ed:Dowlch as governor 
of the Ghilan provines without having consulted me, T'do not yet know the. sireu 
stances which have led them to do so, but, nevertheless, Salar-ed-Dowleh is on his way 
to that province, “T-do not think that the prince would change his hostile disposition 
towards the Central Government or heed any orders emanating from Tehran. Tam 
strengthened in this belief by knowing pertinently that it has been a part of the plan 
of the reactionaries to get, through him, command of the Caspian port ot Herel, which 
ie now tho asia oes to Tobe 

t is very probable that he would attempt to rain my property situated not far 
from Resht, as he did the year before last at. Hamadan when he was in open reballicns 

‘The Foreign Off i aware that T have engaged tho revenues. of my property to 
the Imperial Bank of Persia, according to an arrangement made with thom, -T shall, 
therefore, be very grateful if His Majesty’s Minister in Tehran were instructed to ease 
the British consil at Resht to safeguard my agent, us well as my interest and that of 
the banks, by preventing any aggression on te said property. OF course, he ean get 
the support of his Russian colleague to this request if it were wanted, 





(10558) No, 417. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice-—{Received March 6.) 


Sir, India Office, March 5, 1913, 

WITH reference to your lotter of tho 25th Februnry 1019, as to. tho proposed 
reconstruction of the Arabistan telegraph lines, Tam directed to inform you that, the 
Director-inchief, Indo-European Telegraph Department, hus. beer aon 
commence the necessary operati 

Authority as alip been given to, Mr, Barker to convey to Mr, King-Wool an 
expression of the appreciation of His Majeaty’s Government of the sorvices rendered. by 
him in the negotiations with the Persian Government, 

Tam, &c, 
‘1. W. HOLDERNESS, 





(10545) No, 418, 


India O fice to Foreign O fice—(Reecived March 6.) 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, 

IN continuation of previous correspondence in r 
wireless telegraph stations in the Persian Gulf, Tam di 
for India in Couneil to inform 
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Persian Gulf, dated the 21st May, 1912, a copy of which is enclosed herewith. If the 
Persian Government are unable at present to finance the project, the Government of 
India suggest an arrangement on the lines of the Henjam-Bunder Abbas connection, 
rovided that His Majesty's Government will bear half the cost. It will be seon that 
Mr. Barker estimates the initial cost of this project at 60,140 rupees (4,0101.) as 
inst the outlay of 7,500 rupees (6001,) which would have sufficed for a portable 
station, but on the other hand Iam to point out that the recurring chargo will, it is 
believed, be only about 761, a-year as against 772. for the maintenance of a wireless 
station as originally estimated. 

Tam todd that the Government of India have estimated in the telegram above 
referred to that the estimate for the five wireless stations, communicated in the letter 
from this office, dated the 13th December, 1911, will’ be considerably exceeded. 
Further explanation in regard to this matter has been called for from the 
Government of India and on receipt of the reply a further communication will be 
addressed to you. 

Tam, &, 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 418, 
Director, Persian Gulf Section, to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Kurrachee, May 24, 1912. 

THAVE, at the request of the resident in the Persian Gulf, the honour to forward 
herewith for your information a copy of my letter dated the 2ist instant, to his 
address, togethor with a copy of the estimates therein referred to. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 418, 
Director, Persian Gulf Section, to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox. 


(Confidential) Kurrachee, May 21, 1912. 

THAVE the honour, with reference to your letter dated the Ist April, 1912, to 
inform you that I have prepared five separate estimates for connecting Lingal with 
the existing telegraph system in the Persian Gulf :— 


cus”? P2* inking Lingah to the nearor of the two submarine cables traversing. the 
lf, 
__ (b.) For an overland telegraph line from Bunder Abbas to Lingah constructed with 
iron poles sixteon to the mile, 

c.) ‘The same with poles twenty to the mil 

(i.) Vor an overland tolegraph line on Qishm Island from Deristan to Basidu 
vrith longths of exbles at each end to connect Deristan with Henjam and Basu with 
ingah, 

(c.) For the samo system from Henjam to Basidu with a cable across the channel 
from Basidu to the mainland and thenee to Lingah overland. 


2. ‘Tho cost of, project (a) T estimate at 98,651 rupées; the reason for the excess 
over Mr. Now's estimate of 75,000 rupees is due to much of the cable of Lingah being 
0 old that it may be dificult, from corrosion, to lift. and certainly would not be good 
enough to relay. ‘The project would probably meet with less opposition from the 
Porsian Government than any of the other projects suggested; but, apart from its 
primo cost, it Ins also the disadvantage that it would be necessary: to employ a 
comparatively expensive technical staff at Lingah for the of taking periodical 
aul special tests of the stato ofthe cables east and west obit 

. ‘The cost of (6) I estimate at rupees 60,140. ‘This project is the cheapest, and 
it has also tho advantage that it will not require any expert technical staf to work and 
maintain it, ‘The postmaster at Lingab will be able to work the office as a combined 
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Post and telegraph offce, The line will only require such, expert attention as is 
customary with lines of the same class supplemented by a small resident native staff to 
restore interruptions. ‘The cost of the line, it being within Persian territorial limits, 
will be at the charge of the Persian Government, with whom it will be necessary to 
come to an agreement as to the sottlement of the bill of expenses and the terms of 
working the line. Very little is known of the country through which the line passes, 
but so far as could be scen from the deck of the “Patrick Stewart” steaming through 
the Clarence Straits, the country is quite easy except at one point, near the village of 
Birkeh Sifleh opposite Basidu, where the cliffs are washed by the sea at high tide. Tt 
may be necessary here to locate the line on the slope of the hill above the cliffs and to 
dig a track out of the side of the hill for the patrols to pass along. Whether this is 
necessary or not can only be ascertained by actual survey. As to whether the line 
would be subject to interference by residents in its vieinity, or by nomad tribesmen 
from the interior, there seems to be little information available. 

4, The cost of (c) I estimate at 72,619 rupees. It. seems likely that in the course 
of time a telegraph line from Bunder Abbas to Lingah may form part of a trank line 
connecting the overland route’ through Turkey with the Indian system of tolegraphs, 
With this in view, it may be thought advisable to build a line such that a wire or wires 
can be added from time to time without reconstruction, 

5, The cost of (d) I estimate at 1,24,280 rupees. ‘This line would not be subject 
to interference by hostile residents or ‘tribesmen, and it would probably be more 
agreeable to the Persian Government from a political point of view. It would not 
require any more resident expert supervision than the Bunder Abbas Jine receives, but 
if the section of cable should be interrupted, communication would not be restored so 
rapidly as it would on a homogeneous land line. For technical reasons connected with 
the difference of battery power required to work cables and Jand lines, it is not, a8 
might at frst sight, be conjectured: practicable to replace the soction ot submarine 
cable between Henjam and Lingah by the system included in this project. 


6, Finally, the cost of (¢) Testimate at 81,666 rupees, ‘This might be slightly 
reducod if the cable ship is not sent specially to lay the cable, but when advantage can 
be taken of her prosence in the neighbourhood on some other business, I also think 
it probable that not Jes cable than T have estimated for in thie project and perhaps 


two knots in (d) will be used when it comes to actual laying, but L have had to allow 
for detours to avoid rocky patches should any be found when the ship comes to survey 
the come to be followed. Taleo\ think that the longih of land ling ta, oyerostinited 
by 5 or 6 miles; but very little is known of the country, and I have left the estimate 
a8 it is to be on the safe side. ‘The objection to this project is that, unless we employ, 
a caretaker to look after it, we have a cable house in an isolated position in foreign 
territory whore it may be broken into and the contents (a table and lighting protector) 
rifled or destroyed. 

‘The same remarks as have been mado under (}) regarding the recovery of the cost 
from the Persian Government apply equally to (c), (), and (e). 

From the department standpoint, putting coast. aside, there is no preference ; any 
of the projects can be carried ont with no more than ordinary difficulty. 

T attach a statement showing the comparative cost of maintaining a wireless 
station, a small cable station, and a small land line station, Also a map showing the 
different projects.® 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 418, 


Sramewewt of comparative cost of maintenance of a wireless station, a small cable 
station, and a small land line station. 





Per mensem. 





Charge allowance 


in charg. 
‘har allownngs 


3S 


SSS 


‘Total rupees 


4, Small landline station — 
Postmaatar 
ol 2 own 
0 





iencies 
Miscellaneous stores 


‘Total rupoos 





hd an ofc and quarters forthe staff would have to be bil at an approniate conto 
25,600 rp nt Pont Oca wold probaly bw avaliable for, “armel 


upocs” nie-room anil drivers’ quarters would alto be required for 1 st an adultional cost of 10,000 


Indo-Buropean Lelegraph Department. 


Esrmcare of cost of taking No. 3 cable into Lingah. 





Shore-ond enble 
eop wea cable 
Cablesionse 
Lino eableshouse to office 
Hire of cable ship. 
Coolies landing: cables: 


Total. 
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‘The following material will probably be saved from the old alignment :— 





= Be | vat 





reece ae sea 
Rinse see peas | 
Recoverable, say 75 per cent. of o Faith) i 
eRe 
Coretomstore a Hr, 


‘Total cost of now material 
Value of recovered material 


Net cost of ai 





(10506) No. 419, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 6.) 
(No, 90.) 
{isoge he.) Tehran, March 6, 1913, 

YOUR tologram No, 95 of 10th Febronry 

Ihave had great difficulty in inducing the Cabinet to consider conditions attached 
to advance of 100,000 for the Fars gendarmerie, Tt ia argued tat, the Cation ne 
taking office mew they had got to grant two railway concessions and mining 
concessions, but that they could not discuss any other conditions affecting Persia's 
national status until the Medjliss has assembled. 

On my represonting the gravity of the situation which wouldl be created were no 
funds available for the maintmance of the gendarmerie, and after discussing the 
matter three times in the Cabinet Council, the Minister for Foreign Affairs told me 
yesterday that he thinks an arrangement as to the contro! over exponditure in 
‘accordance with your wishes can be made. 

‘There will be no dificulty in arranging that the purchases for the gondarmerio 
shall be put up to open tender, but it will be very hard to secure other conditions 
suggested by tho Batiah eonsul-goneral t Boshi 

{have urged that an arrangement that will enable a programme forthe lighting 
and buoying of the Gulf, which will entail leasing of parts of certain islands, is of 
such immediate importance that it would be impossible to await the problematical 
summoning of a Medjliss, and I added that I know that His Majesty's Government 
attached great importance to this condition, 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs promised again to urge the acceptance of this 
condition on the Cabinet, but said that the right to police Persian waters of the Gulf 
involved greater responsibility than the Government ean assume, He also begged that 
the question as to British protection of the Bahreinis and subjects of the Trucial Chiefs 
might stand over. He asserted that Persia hus no intention of alienating any islands 
in the Persian Gulf to any foreign Power, either now or in the future, and fie authorised 
mo to take official act of this statement, which, he said, cannot be inserted in a written 
‘agreement, 

There is no source of revenue in Fars which could be regarded as suitable security 
for the loan, though the Lreasurer-general is of opinion that such may be created 
when order is re-established. Tt will depend upon the extent to which the customs 
revenues of the south aro to be charged for existing and future advances as to whether 
or no interest of the loan can be secured thereon, 





(10566) No, 419%. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 6.) 
(No. 91.) 


(Telegraphie.) Tehran, March 6, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 104 of 6th March, 
Despatch containing copies of a lengthy telegraphic correspondence on the subject 
of the ee of tho Central Indian Loree exchanged between the Jegation, Shiraz, 
1602, 4E 
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and Bushireshould reach you on 9th March. It has been submitted to the Government 
of India from Bushire, and the happy proposal made is that it should accompany the 
gendarmerie down the road when they proceed to Bushire early in April to fetch arms 
and ammunition, Swedish colonel has no objection to the proposed arrangement. 

T quite agree that it is desirable that the regiment should be withdrawn, and 
Colonel Douglas would not appear to entertain serious objection to its being carried 
out in the manner suggested, given the great difficulty attaching to movements of a 
cavalry regiment in a mountainous country encumbered by a large baggage train. 

Arguments for and against are fully set out in the correspondence, and I need 
only add that I believe withdrawal could be carried out without danger. 


















(10232) No. 420, 
Sir Bdveard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 107.) 


(elegraphic.) R. Foreign Ofice, March 6, 1913. 
MY telegram No, 75 of 11th February and your telegram No. 79 of 22nd February. 
You may inform the Persian Government that His Majesty's Government agree to 

their proposal that the advance of 200,000L, the British share of the joint advance, 

should bear intorest at the rate of 7 per cent., and be secured on the surplus of the 
southern customs, be repaid out of the next largo loan, and if no loan is concluded by 

Ist January, 1915, by half-yearly instalments of 50,000. T presume that 50,0001. will 

bo paid in respect of each lialf of the total advance of 400,000L 

he advance of the 100,000L for the gendarmerie must be treated in the same 
way, 

You state that the total surplus of the southern customs available is 6,000. 
temonth, ‘Tho interest on the advance already made absorbs 817l. a-month. |The 
interest on 300,000. more will absorb 1,750L, which makes a total of 2,5700. a-month, 
leaving at the outside 3,430, a-month. 

_ Properly speaking, His Majesty's Government should, in the interests of the 
British taxpayer, impound the whole of this surplus to provide for repayment of the 
advances, but I recognise that insistence on this course would unduly embarrass the 
Persian Government. 

I should bo disposed to forgo for the present repayment of the first advance 
(namely; of the 140,001) if the Persian Government could give some further security 
for tho repayment of both advances (the 140,000l, and the fresh 300,000L). Tt scems 
improbable that the southern customs would bear from Ist January, 1915, the payment 
‘of 00,0000. half-yearly, in addition to repaying the 140,0001,, or are the Persian Govern- 
ment counting on a great expansion of the revenue ? 

Tam informing the Russian Government that I am accepting the Persian proposals 
‘and expressing the hope that they will do the same. 






























(10378) No. 21. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Torenley. 
No, 100.) 5 
Pelegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, March 6, 1913. 
FOUR ialogtam No, Sof 21th January Arms for ge 
Government of India hold the arms and ammunition immediately available, but 
proposed to attach condition that a British officer should be appointed to raise and 
train the force. 

His Majesty's Government have decided uot to attach such condition, and you are 
authorised to mmnke direct with Government of India necessary arrangements for the 
supply to be delivered at Bushire with all possible dispatch. 

As regards payment, in case a big loan is not possible in near future, might it not 
be made from sum which His Majesty's Government are about to advance, and be so 
earmarked, in addition to the 30,0002, for the administration in Fars? We have not 
yotoew informed of the price, which you should ascertain from the Government of 

india, 
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[8569] No. 422. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 





(No, 192.) S 
(Telegraphic.) _R. Foreign Office, March 6, 1913. 

SIR W. TOWNLEY'S telegram No, 79 of 22nd February. ip 

Inform Russian Government that am agreeing so far as British contribution is 
concerned. 

T understand that, as regards interest and security, the Russian Government aro 
already agreed with us, and I trust that proposed mode of repayment will. recommend 
itself to Minister for Foreign Affairs, Pray ask Russian Government to communicate 
their concurrence to Persian Government as soon as possible. 

(Repeated to Teliran, No. 108.) 





[9829], No, 423, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lmother. 
(So 76. Contdential) A 
ir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1913, 

I HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 158 of the 25th ultimo, in which 
you transmit a further report, with a map, prepared by His Majesty's vico-consul at 
Kasr-i-Shirin on the subject of the frontier in tho province of Zohab. 

Tt seems to me that, if the Turkish Government are to be induced to accept the 
recommendations made in the British and Russian notes of 1912 in regard to the 
southern and northern portions of the frontier respectively, some. slight cessions of 
territory to Turkey on some portions of the frontier will very probably be necossary in 
order that the settlement should appear in the light of s compromise and not of a 
Turkish surrender, It ean hardly be contested that Persia would bo well advised to 
make some relatively minor cessions if by doingso she could seoure the great advantage 
ofa settled frontier; and if His Majesty's Government and the Russian Government 
were to recommend her to agree to any particular line there is reason to suppose that 
she would acquiesce. 

Tain not, however, desirous of putting forward any particular recommendation to 
the Persian Goverment for the moment; but I think it is very desirable that your 
Excellency should discuss fully, and at an early date, with your Russian colleaguo the 
several proposals elaborated by Mr. Soane and the Russian consul-general at Bagdad 
in order that His Majesty's Government and the Russian Government may reach an 
early decision as to the settlement which they can urge, when the proper time arrives, 
with the greatest prospect of success. 

Thave some difficulty in following Mr. Soane’s various propositions in relation to 
his first map, in so far as concerns the report enclosed in your Pxcellency's despateh 
No. 1060 of the 12th December; but I am disposed to think that the blue line, as 
shown on Mr. Soane's map, dated the 13th January, 1913, might be recommended as 
far as Darban and that from that place to Saumur the red line might be 
recommended, provided a saving clause were inserted in the deed of transfer or agreo- 
ment to protect the interests of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company at Chia Surkh. 1 
further think that the districts of Shemiran and Saumur, which aro shaded in the map, 
might be recognised as ‘Turkish. 

T should like to be informed by telegraph of the result of your discussion with 






































your Russian colleague, 
Six copies of your Excellency’s despatches Nos. 1000 of the 12th December, 1012, 
and 158 ofthe 25th February, 1918, ao enclosed for convenience of reference. 
am, &¢, 
E, GREY, 











(8890) No. 424, 


Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 6, 1913, 
TAM directed by Secrotary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter ofthe 22nd ultimo, asking that His Mojesty’s Minister ot Tehran may be inatrdcted 
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to endeavour to ascertain whether, assuming that Muin-ut-Tujjar’s concession 
orking of th red oxide deposits at Hormuz was revocable fm legally Ears ne 
Persian Government, the latter would be entitled to deprive Muin of any oxide 
mined by him and ready for shipment before the revocation of the concession, 

Tam to express to you Sir E. Grey's regret that he cannot see his way. to call on 
Sir W. Townley for an expression of opinion on this question, 

Tam, &. 

LOUIS MALLET, 








(10680) No, 435. 
Mr. Greeneay to Foreign Ofice.—(Received March 7.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, B.C, 
eee a telegrant ares O12. * 
you herewith a copy of a telegram which T have di 
Mrz. Wood regarding tho revised mining concession proposals now Die ewe tp 


fpisian  Goverament. A copy of this telegram has also been sent to the Persian 





Thave, &e. Bs 
C. GREENWAY, 


——— 





Enclosure in No. 425 
Copy of telegram sent to Tehran, dated March 5, 1913, 


REVISED mining concession proposals impact 

REVISE cession proposals impracticable and absurd, showi 
Porsian Govornmont not serious, particularly one area working mines two precitens 
working, mines, three exclusion existing mines, four financial conditions, Vow ma, 
get Persian Government to grant concession on terms of our last rovised draty, where 
Pre, on Bi Arey oil concession, and principles of which were agreed by tem wah 
reoco in October 1910, and now approved by Briti 5 : 

rote in| PP y British Government, or we eannot 














{10726} No, 426. 
India Offce to Foreign Office 





(Received March 7.) 


Sir, 
q F India Ofice, Mc 7, 1913 
IN forwarding the enclosed copy of correspondence re IRAE 


Tam directed by the Secretary of State for India to invi i 
R " ia to invite the attent Secretary 
of, Sito for Korein Alfie to he elegans, fom His Majat's cout ai Bie 
0. 2 he 22nd January and No. 30 of the 23rd Ja y, he f 
withdrawing the th Central India tess se oe al eaa Fok 
he Marquéss of Crewe is disposed to agree with Major O'Ci i 
Majesty's Government have decided for the P er sa 

present not to tak 

ithdrawal of the regiment 48 moot destakie ee 














coast with the 
by some other 


ing addressed on the subject, and their reply will 


Tam, &e. 
'T. W, HOLDERNESS, 






——— 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 426. 






Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 








(Welegraphic.) P. 
PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 19. 
Tam now informed by Major Siefvert that, with a view to avoiding the expense and 

risk involved by two separate caravans, Major Brandel will stay at Bushire till the 

Swedish commandant arrives in Fars, when it will be arranged for arms, ammunition, 

and recruits to be brought up simultaneously. 

When exactly this will be I do not know, but if the commandant considers himself 
strong enough to make the necessary arrangements with the help of his first detachment. 
St Shires with Gas eeuppicer acataraere lore and abiShiras,/it-ill grommebly! Oe 
possible to arrange the journey some time in April, 

Tt occurs to me that in this event it would be an excellent opportunity to make 
arrangements for the return to India of the 39th Central India Horse, T have abstained 
hitherto from making any specific representations on the subject to you, but havin, 
perused the correspondence on the subject in this office and examined the actual 
situation on the spot, I now venture to recommond that this regiment should leave this 
town as soon as possible. It is, I think, generally admitted that the despatch of 
troops was an unfortunate mistake, ‘The first proposal under which they were to 
escort caravans having been shown to be quite impracticable, there remained no good 
reason why they should have been sent here at all, In any case, cavalry are practically 
useless on such a road as that from Bushire to Shiraz, and if there was any. real 
necessity for reinforcements to the consular guards here and at Shiraz infantry would 
have been more suited in every way for the purpose. 

Morvover, the dispatch to Shiraz, and the presence here of this regiment, have led 
direotly to all the principal troubles and difficulties which have beset Fars sinee 
December 191}. ‘The difference between attacks on Major Birdwood’s and Smart's 
escort and ordinary robberies by robber bands is that the former were organised 
attacks by well-known villagers and tribesmen and villages on British troop: 

A number of minor incidents liaye occurred since the first attacks, culininating in 
Captain Eokford’s death last month. Every one of these incidents may be attributed 
direotly to the presence in Fars of the Central India Horse. No blame can be attached 
in any, instaneo to the officer or men, whose conduct has been beyond prise 
throughout, under most trying circumstances, but the fact remains that but for their 
presence hére incidents such as these could not have occurred. 

‘They are, in fact, in a false position, und will so romain pending their removal or 
the exaction of retribution for their injuries 

As rogards the latter policy, it is to be hoped that the gendarmerie may be strong 
enough in course of time (possibly during the ensuing summer or autumn) to exact 
reparation from the principal culprits, All that is possible, at any rate, is being done 
to enable this to be effected, and sooner or later it is to be ‘hoped that’ some off 
punitive measures may be adopted, but anyone acquainted with the internal eonditions 
of Persia must be aware that itis not practicable to take such steps forthwith, 

itherto Persia has had neither money nor armed forces, and it is an impossibility to 
expect a country without either to take military action. 

Lam not unaware of the argument that has been brought forward that a serious 
oss of prestige will be involved by the withdrawal of the regiment before reparation 
is exacted, but in considering the question I do not think that this argument can be 
allowed to weigh very seriously, 

‘The regiment might with advantage remain here until the necessary steps have 
Veen taken (fit je the intention of His Majesty's Government to excl sepaation 
themselves; if this is not the case, then I sec no good object in keeping them here for 
another day. 

As I have shown above, months will elapse, and perhaps much longer, before the 
Persian Government can be strong enough to take punitive measures, and to keop the 
regiment here indefinitely waiting for a consummation which it may take years to 
achieve is clearly impossible. 

Fresh chances of embarrassment are involved every day. the regiment remains in 

v7, and it is unnecessary to remind your Excellency of the personal inconvenience 
involved to the regiment themselves and the heavy: expenditure necessitated. 


[602] ae 


Shiraz, January 22, 1913, 
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For these reasons I am strongly of the opinion that as soon as possible the 
regiment should return to India, 

T will indicate how I think this journey might be arranged in a subsequent 
telegram, 
Enclosure 2 in No. 426. 


Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 








1913. 


(Telegraphie.) P, Shiraz, January 2: 
MY telegram No, 28, 
‘Dhe following is my i 


When the gendarmerie leave Shiraz in the direction of Bushire in order to escort 
arms caravan from the coast the regiment might go with them as far as they go along 
the rond to Bushire, Colonel Douglas and Colonel Hjalmarson would arrange the 
actual details in conjunction, but it seems certain that the united force, together with 
local levies, and such men of the Governor-Ceneral’s new foree as may be ready by 
that time and provided with arms, should be able to force a passage against any 
opposition that is likely to be offered when they are working in conjunction with 
Major Brandel’s force from Bushire. 

‘Phe following is a rough calculation of the sti 


for the return of the Central India Horse to India — 














ength of the force :— 








Contral India Horse, is 1 40 
enlarmierio from : 5 400 
Teal Tufanigehi, sy cena TL 700% 800 





Total to 1600 men, 
wed that the Bushire force should advance to Borasjun, 
or even to Kamarij. Forees would meet at a selected point, regiment proceeding down 
the road to Bushire, and the gondarmeri with the arms caravan to Shiraz 

In my opinion the above would involve but little risk. ‘The strengh of the force 
would be sulliciont to inspire respect and to be effective, whilst the fact that the advance 
was made from two directions would tend to disconcert the tribesmen. 

Under the circumstances, howe 8 unlikely that any resistance at all 
would he offered. ‘To make the position still more secure, and if considered desirable, 
the arms caravan might be accompanied by a detachment of infantry from Bushire 
far as the rendezvous of the two coluinns; they might return thence with the cavalry. 

At any rite, it will, T think, bo a long time before any better opportunity. for 
extricating the regiment from its present embarrassing ‘situation here is likely to 
present itself. 

April is suitable for movements both by land and by sea, and if the movement takes 
placo in that month the factof the tribesmen being then on the road would, I think, 
tho whole, render them less capable of offering serions opposition than they would be 
other times, 

‘The above views have the general concurrence of Colonel Douglas, whom I have 
consulted, and who considers the project feasible and not unduly risky, I venture 
to suggest that a separate expression of his opinion be obtained. 

(Repeated to Bushire, 


Tt could no doubt be an 









































(‘The remainder of the correspondence enclosed in India Office letter is not printed.) 
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Sir W, Towenley to 


Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mareh 7.) 








(Telex rae) R. ‘Tehran, March 7, 1913, 

MY despatch No. 43. 

‘Samsam-os-Sultaneh and Sirdar Motashem have jointly handed me 
ment of Bullock's claim for actual loss incurred. 

Payment was made on behalf of # 
security of the Bakhtiari road. 


i. in settle- 









and brother, who are responsible for 
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It would give great satisfaction if it conld be made to appear as if this were 
yoluntary and graceful act on their part. As a matter of fact, 1 had to press them 
pretty hard, * 






(10729) No, 428. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 7.) 
Wo. 93.) 
(Telegraphic. Tehran, March 7, 1913. 





‘THE Persian Goverament are informed that Mahomet Ali Mirza has loft Odessa 
and proceeded to Vienna for the ostensible purpose of doing a, cure of waters some- 
where. In view of repeated reports of activity among ex-Shah's adherents in Europe 
and of belief that he would be received in Azerbaijan with open arms under the 
influence of Shuja, they are anxious about his real movements, 
Constant rumours keep coming in of the presence of suspicious persons designed 
as dervishes on the Turco-Persian frontier of Kurdistan. It is thought that this may 
information is to the effect that Prince has been seen 





















(10769) No, 420, 





Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recvived Mareh 7.) 
No, 94.) 
Telegraphic.) R. 3 Tewari, March 7, 1913, 





YOUR telegram No. 107 of 6th March, 
Russian chargé d'affaires has received instructions, which he will exeonet 
to-morrow, to inform the Persian Government that the Russian Government are 
prepared to advance their share of the 400,001, on the following, conditions : 











1. Interest of 7 per cent, per annum, payable hulf-yearly, on 30th June and 
Slat December: 

2, Repayment 
three 





be made in equal half-yearly instalments, to be spread over 
rs, commencing Ist July, 1914, 

Repayments to be made out of the surplus of the northern customs, 

4, Should the above resources not suffice, deficit to be made good out of other 
sources of revenue, 

In the event of a loan being negotiated, such portion of the advance as has not 
been refunded to be repaid out of the first instalment of the loan, 











T had not yet communicated to th 
your above quoted telegram, as 1am aw 
buoying of the Gulf. 





Persian Government conditions contained in 
ting their answer respecting lighting and 








{20770} No. 430. 
Edicard Grey—(IReceived March 7.) 





Sir W. Townley to Si 





(No. 95.) i 
elegraphio.) ites Telirari, March 7, 1913, 
AIY telegram No. 91 of 6th March. ie ea 
Following from His Majesty’s representative at Bushi 


“Reference Foreign Office telegram No. 104 of 5th March to your Ex 
and your reply No. 91 of Gth rth ‘: ellen, 
“ Without knowing the views of the Government of India, I generally adhere to 
those expressed in my telegram No. 55, and, if definite decision therein contemplated 
has been reached, would urge that explicit public announcement therein advocated be 
now made and promulgated through Reuter telegram, and a decision come to in 
consultation with Persian authorities as to the course to be followed, and as to whether 
move should take place before or after the tribal migration.” 


Bushire telegram No. 55 is among enclosures in my despatch No, 
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(10679) 





No. 431. 
Consul-General Smith to Sir Edward Grey—{Received March 7.) 


(Telegraphic.) Decode. 
MY despatch No, 24 of Ist October, 1912. 

Ex-Shah, with family, left for Berlin on 5th March, 

Iv is said that he wil'spend spring in the south of France. 


Odessa, March 7, 1913. 












{10726} No. 43: 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 





(Sy M1.) A ae es 
‘Telegraphic. reign Ofice, March 7, 1913 
OBR tdogram No. 1 of 6th Mach 

On the presumption that Colonel Douglas concurs in your vi 
is favourable for withdrawing the troops, preparations should be made at once for their 
departure, ‘The India Office are in. communication with the Government of Iudia, from 
whiom they hope to hear shortly. Your views and those of Colonel Douglas should be 
telegraphed to the Viceroy. 











w that the moment 














(8349) No, 433. 
Sir Ee ard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No. 44.) 

Sin, Foreign Office, March 7, 1913. 
WITH reference to your telegram No, 59 of the 9th ultimo, on the subject of the 

Mohatmerah-Khoremabad railway concession, I transmit horevith a copy of a letter 

addressed to Mr. Greenvay,* and of his reply,fin regard to the negotiations conducted 

ith Mr, Shuster, 
You should 















ake full use of the arguments contained in Mr. Greenway's letter in 


the impending negotiations with the Persian Government. 


Tam, &o, 
E. GREY. 





{11389} No. + 


Minute by Mr. Parker, 








1 HAD a further in 





ew with Hakki Pasha to-day about the Turco-Persian 
frontier; and Lannex a rough sketch map for facility of reference. 

He asked me if I could recom me formula which he could place before the 
Grand Vizier as offering a solution which would be acceptable to His Majesty's 
Government. T-said that F could not do this, as the question concerned Russia even to 
greater extent 1 Britain; both countries had given, in 1912, very clear 
indications of the settlement they desired, and they were now waiting Turkey's reply. 
He then said that he would like to telegraph to the Grand Vizier to say that he had 
hind cortain informal discussions on the subject here, and’ that lie saw clearly that the 
only satisfactory solution was the adoption of a definite line. In order to arrive at 
such a line he would like to place before the Grand Viaier certain. recommendations 
for his sui nd he asked me to co-operate with him in drafting a formula. | 
agreed to do this on the express understanding that “la recherche de la paternité 
serait interdite,” and that the formula should be regarded as emanating from him and 
not from me, ‘He consented to this, and we drew up the following : 




























“J, Admettre que la frontidre, dans toute son étendue depuis le Mont Ararat 
jusqu’au Golfe Persique, se trouve dans les limites de la zone indiquée sur la carte 
Fidentique.’ 

“2, Ponr lu partie septentrionale de la frontidre, depuis le Mont Ararat jusq 





+ No, 203 $ No 333, 
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Ja hauteur du 36° degré de latitude, accepter la ligne indiquée dans a note 
russe de 1912. 
A partir du 32% degré de latitude jusqu'au Golfe Persique, accepter la 
ligne indiquée dans la note anglaise du 18 juillet, 1912. 

“4, Pour les régions comprises entre les 32 et 36° degrés de latitude, acceptor 
Ie statu quo actuel.” 





Hakki Pasha said that, in order to make the formula acceptable to ‘Turkey, some 
compensation would have to be suggested between 32 and 36 (see point 4), I said 
T did not know what compensations to suggest. He said surely when Turkey was 
abandoning s0 much of what she claimed, not only outaide, but oven within the 
contested zone, it was only fair that she should receive some compensation in. tho part 
of the frontier in the middle; and he said that Zohab province, which was allotted to 
Turkey in part by tho Treaty of Erzeroum, but had in effect remained ever since 
almoat wholly in possession of Persia, would bo a very euitablo place for concessions, 
I said that Zohab province and the application of the terms of the ‘Treaty to it had 
always been a question of dispute and difficulty; and that I know Persia was very 
sensitive about it, and in particular the towns of Zohab and Kasr-i-Shirin, 
Tn the end he suggested an addition to point 4 as follows :— 








“tout en offrant 4 la Turquie comme compensation dans les régions an nord et au 
sud de Zohab les districts occupés par les tribus Sunnites, ainsi que, du c6té de 
Mendalli, quelques endroits i determiner ultérieurement, Les villes de Zohab et de 
Kasr-i-Chirin resteraient en possession de la Perso.” 





He said that he would like to consult Towhik Pasha, whose memory was prodigious, 
before adopting this formula and placing it before the Grand Vizier. He would, 
showever, if possible let me know to-morrow the final version, and then ho would 
telegraph it to the Grand Vizier recommending him to put it forward at Constantinople. 
But he specially asked that the formula should not be regarded as accepted by him 
until he wrote to-morrow, 

T think we had better take no further action till to-morrow. 





AP, 
Foreign Office, Mareh 7, 1913. 








[For Map, see Enclosure to No, 408, facing p 282.) : 
(10839) No, 435. 
Licutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir Edward Grey, —(Recvived Mareh 8.) 











(No.4. Commereia.) 
Bushire, Pebruary 12, 1913. 

WITH my covering despatch No, 13, Commercial, dated the 16th December, 1912, 
Thad the honour to enclose a memorandum, by my commercial adviser, Mr, Chick, on 
the subject of the existing means and rates of transport for merchandise on the 
Bushire-Shiraz road. In that memorandum was demonstrated the seriousness of the 

yrospect involved in the continued insulation of Ispalan and the markets of Central 
ersin from trade communication with the Persian Gulf, owing to the insecurity of the 
southern routes. 

Tt was also shown, however (though it i& no doubt merely another offspring of the 
general chaos prevailing), that the recent inflation of the rates of mule hire was now 
no less responsible for the above state of things than the risk of loss from actual 
highway robbery. 

‘Mr. Chick's present memorandum treats of the working of a local scheme, the 
inception of which, I may mention, is entirely due to, his initiative, for checking the 
rapid inflation of mule hire and gradually restoring the rates to a wormal scale. 

It will be seon from the details given in the enclosure that though there have 
been difficulties to overcome in the working of the scheme, we have been fortunate in 
securing the steadfast co-operation of the governor, Mowagar-ed-Dowleh, who, indeed, 
hhas not been slow to quote the arrangement to higher anthority as evidence of his own 
laudable efforts to assist in ameliorating the situation, 

‘The statistics evolved by Mr. Chick demonstrate the substantial advantage to 
commerce generally, resulting from the reduction in the rates of hire, and I 

[1602] 4G 
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agree with him that the arrangement is definitely assisting merchandise to reach 
Tapahan and elsewhere with better chanee of competing with Russian goods from the 
north, 2 
‘Treport the development as I think His Majesty’s Government will be gratified 
to soe any tangible step tending to improve the existing conditions under which trade 
is carried on, 
Thave, &e, Pane 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, cee. 


Enclosure in No. 435. 
Memorandum by Mr. Chick, 
mnsport from Bushire to Shiraz: Reduetion of Rates of Hire 


THE. serious position which affected British imports into Porsia, via Bushire, in 
the latter half of 1912, through exorbitant increases in the rates of mule transport. to 
Shiraz, and again from Shiraz to Ispahan, vis-d-vix the increased import of Russian 
cous from the north into the markets of Tspahan and Central Persia, has been sot 
Out al length in my memorandum forwarded to the Foreign Offiee under cover of Sir 
Perey Cox's despatch No. 13, Commercial, dated the 16th December, 1912, and in the 
Bushire ‘rade Report for 1911-12, 

‘Tho ruinous prices of transport of goods to the interior has indeed damaged 
Dritish trade from the south almost as much as insecurity on the caravan route, and in 
the province of Pars, 

Briefly, whereas up till four years ago, the cost of forwarding to Shiraz piece- 
ooils (other goods are higher in proportion) vas from dl. 19s, to Sl. 5s. per ton at a 
ininimum, from Angust 1912 onwards it ranged from 271. 5s. to 21. 15s. per ton. 

Simultancously, rates on the Shiraz—Ispahan road had mounted very considerably, 
the highest rate communicated being $12 krans 10s.) per tor 

Such prices made the forwarding of goods from Bushire to Ispaban either 
impossible or exposed them to bo undersold by similar goods from Russia 

‘As regards the Bushire-Shiraz road, the causes of the ris 3 wore :— 


(a) “Rahdari,” oF bl |, extorted from muleteers amounting to nearly 1. per 
mule for the jouriey, and other’ methods employed by the Klans of the road for 
extracting money, stich as monopolies on sale of fodder 

(J.) The none too plentiful supply of mules leaving Bushire, viz., 2,500-%,000 per 
mensem, for the transport of goods up country 

{c.) Jealousy between Persian forwarding agents at Bushire as to who should do 
the largest forwarding business, and secure the most mules. This was encouraged by 
mule-brokers, In this way, instead of competing to forward at lower prices than his 
neighbours, each merebant used to cap the prices which he was told they were offering. 
‘As the goods generally belong to merchants up country, not to themselves, and the 
Bushire forwarding agents took commission on their disbursements, many Bushiro 
merchants had no inducement to cut rates, while the British merchants were forced to 
pay the same rates as Persians in order to secure tule 1 

(d) Muleteers exploited the “‘ralidari” and ill-treatment on the road, and their 
losses thereby to Keep rates constantly rising, 


Muleteors were deriving enormous profits from forwarding under such conditions 
it was hopeless to expect the Persian merchants of their own accord to remedy: this 
state of affairs, or to expect the governor of the Gulf ports to doso ; for, besides having 
Tittle interest in stich economie questions, he had apparently spoken’ to one or two 
merchants on the subject, and received a rebulf- 

‘On the other hand, it was commonly recognised that the rates would not be 
allowed ofall by the parties imorested, unless a combination of merchants could be 
arranged. 

The position being so serious for British trade, T interviewed all the leading 
Persian and British forwarding agents, with the exception of one or two likely to be 
hostile, and found them individually Keen to seo the rates reduced, and crying out 
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about the loss of trade, They showed me letters from Shiraz merchants,  blamin, 
Bushire forwarding agents for disregard of their interests. But such was their mutual 
suspicion and jealousy that they begged me to assure myself of common action by their 
fellow merchants before any meeting was called. 

Finally all merchants agreed on 


1, That a reduction from 44 to 40 tomans per 100 Bushire men should at once 
come into force, and be the maximum rate of hire for a period of two months. 
ayes Test all le eontrcts shouldbe base om delivery at Shires within sixteen 
lays 

3. That the system called “du-kosh,” by which muleteers dropped their loads 
half-way to Shiraz, and returned to Bushire for more, thereby keeping a large amount 
cf goorls lying about the road, and delaying their arrival, should be abolished. 

4, That only three-fourths of total hire to Shiraz should be paid in advance at 
Bushire, instead of 9 per cent., to muleteers, 

5 That the Governor should take strong measures against the mnule-brokers to 
prevent intrigue by them. 


Tcalled ou the governor of Bushire with the sanci Sir Percy Cox, and after 
explaining the position asked him to call a mecting of all merchants interested in the 
forwarding business, 

Tn this meeting, held on the 7th December, 1912, when nearly all merchants 
interested in forwarding attended, it was recalled that in the last fifteen months the 
rate of hite to Shiraz alone had risen more than 20 tomans por 7 ewts, (about 12l. per 
tou), Up till August 1911 the rate had hardly ever been known to reach 20. tomans 

ithad reached to over 30 tomans; and after June 1912 it passed 

© was no just » for these inflated prices. 

Ther les during those fifteen months, and. the 

number of head of transport available was materially the same as cighteon months 

previously wen sates were below 20 tomas; nor had trate doubled, or even increased 
by achalf during that period. 

> proposals mentioned above were put to the assembled merchants by the 

and adopted unanimously. The British merchants in my presence agreed 


The governor announced his intention of telegraphing also to the Governor 

al of Fars regarding this agreement between merchants to reduce the rates of 
hire, and of asking him to take similar steps in Shiraz 

‘The governor, in conclusion, addressed merchants in a similar senso 'to that which 
T had previously explained to him, warning them that goods) were coming down to 
Ispahan from the north, that if they were not careful they would lose the markets of 
Fars also; that they were losing ground through lack of unity and jealous 

On the proposition of some merchants present it was decided that mules available 
for transport should be divided daily and proportionately in accordance with merchants’ 
requirements, otherwise it would be impossible to prevent hickerings and the reinflation 
of rates, and the whole agreement from being wrecked. In order to secure a proper 
control over mules leaving the port, the governor proposed to institute a forwarding 
department of the town under his own control in the Government House 

He has since employed a special clerk with proper ledgers to receive applications 
from inerehonts for mules, ato allt the daily number in proportion, “his yom 
of division prevailed for over a month, whe ts were made hy a British firm 
tliat the Persian merchants were taking unfair advantage of those who were working. 
honestly, in that they were preventing them securing their requirements. by applying 
for excessive numbers of mules, A second meeting of all forwarding merchants was 
Held, atended by British merchants interested and myeolf, when all reiterated ir 


approval of the decision to k and of the. utility of the * forwarding 
department,” though one British firm still objected to their forwardings being under 
Persian control ; Int it was agreed that the division of mules would be fairer if made 
gua bass ofthe mmber of packages which cach merchant in Bushire had on ha, 


‘These were to be ascertained by counting, and the numbers thus arrived at added to 


as fresh goods arrived, hy presenting the customs import passes to the forwarding 
department. 


Action was taken accordingly, and during January-February 1913 distribution of 
mules was made on this basis. 


Tt was further decided to leave rates as they were till the middle of February, or 
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till the grazing season began in March, when it was hoped to convoke another meeting 
to decide on still lower rates of hire (about 20 tomans) nearer the normal conditions of 
former years, All merchants, including the British representatives, signed the 
agreement. 


agreement 


August 19 
Septeimber 1 
October 1912 | 
November 1012 | 
Docernbor 1912 
January 1913 


‘Tho reduction of about 15 tomans per 775 1b, in rates during these last two months 
hhas resulted in a total saving of 55,620 tomans, or 10,1001, on the rates, which had 
boon bolstered up from Augist to November 

‘This sum represents not only a saving to all Persian and British importing firms, 
but, more important still, it means that goods forwarded under these reduced rates can 
be forwarded to Ispahan with better prospects of competing with the prices of goods 
imported from Russia and the north, 

Our whole objective must be to retard, as long ax possible, the capture of the 
Ispahan market by Russian trade, and for this reason this movement in Bushire to 
bring back prices of transport from the south to normal lovel is entitled to our 
strongest, support. With only one exception, British representative agents are 
strongly in favour of the covitinuance of the system of control of rates of hire. ‘This 
pol ictated also by our difficult position in Central Persia, and it certainly should 
not bo deviated from, should any single firm, for motives of private advantage, be 
inclined to dissent. 


H. E. CHICK. 





(10840) No. 436, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Received March 8.) 
(No, 6, Commereial.) 
eee Bushire, February 12, 1913. 
WITH reference to paragraph 2 of my despatch No, 12, Commercial, dated 
2ist November, 1912, commenting on the increasing degree to which the Hamburg. 
Amorika Line were securing the sugar trade to the Gulf, I have the honour to submit 
further note by Mr, Chick, drawing attention to the growing seriousness of the 
position, and again urging that means should be devised for arresting the passing of 
the Gulf sugar trade into the complete control of interests. 
hex respecttlly to commen the subject to urgent and expert consideration 
have, &e, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, éc. 


inelosure in No, 436. 


Note by Mr. Chick on Imports of Sugar to South Persia by German Vessels, 


‘THE Hamburg-Aimerika steamship “Ekbatana,” which arrived at Bushire a 
fortnight since, landed 6,430 bags of crystal sugar from Hamburg, and 7,665-bags 
loaf sugar from Antwerp—total, 14,095 bags. ‘The declared weight of the 6,430 bags 
was (46 tons, and though the weight of the 7,065 bags was not manifested, it could 
hardly have been less than 600 ton 

from one German vessel 14,095 bags of sugar, with an estimated weight of 
over 1,200 tons, have been landed at Bushire. ‘The previous vessel had landed 


is shows a very rapid advance on the figures recently given in my memorandum 
‘on the fifth year of sailings by the line, forwarded under Sir Perey Cox’s despatch 
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No. 12, Commercial, of the 2ist November, 1912, which I requote for facility 
of reference, vii 


us 
he ee Seen 
ies : N00 
Ibos-to . : nt 
toil a 1 SRD 13 vet, 


Tt will be seen that an amount equivalent to half the last-mentioned quantity has 
now been brought in two vessels alone. : 
Tt would appear from the manifest that over 6,000 of the bags by the steamship 
“Bkbatana” were consigned by Messrs. E, D. Sassoon and Co, to their agents in 
Bushire, and most of the shipment was made on orders by British firms in England 
through the large sugar brokers. _ ie 
This large increase in the handling of the sugar trade to Southern Persia 
the need which T have submitted in the memorandum alluded to above, 
‘and previous reports, of early steps being taken to counteract the growing interest of 
Germany in the sugar trade of the Persian Gulf. Several alternatives or joint courses 
for effecting this present themselves :— 


.) By suggestions being made to British firms, such as Messrs, 1, D. Sassoon 
and Ge ant Manes: Ziogler gad Co, shipping to tho Gulf, that they: should stipulate 
pr ordore which they pass to their sugar brokers that shipments must be effected in 
British vessels. : ison ‘ 

1G.) By the large sugar brokers, O. Czarnikow and Co., being similarly approachod 
y the Board of Trade. : 
yy ne) By Britch shipping Vines, such as Messrs, F.C. Strick and Co, being 
urged to arrange a shipping contract with the Belgian refiners, on the termination 
Gi impossilile before termination) of the present contract with the Uamburg- 
Amerika line. es 
(a) By Messrs. Henry ‘Tato_and Sons (Limited), who have Intely become 
interested in the export of their British refined crystal sugar to the Persian Gulf, 
bung urged to consider tho question of setting up. in their refinery the special 
moulding plant needed for the cones of loaf sugar, which are the sole type of export 
ToParsiacand the Gulf market, in view of the annually increasing demand for this 
sha oe oe H, G, CHICK. 





(10841) No. 437, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 8.) 
Commercial.) 


nour to enclose, for yo 
ment of India 


P. Z. COX, Liewtenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


Sir, Buaire, Rebruary 15,1913. 

"| HAVE the honour to enclose, for the information of the Government of Tudia, 
for convenience of recor, paruphrases of telegrams which have passed with reference to 
the proposal to impose a surtax of 25 per cent. upon imports into Persia. Taleo enclose 
fa copy of memorandum by my commereial adviser on the subject of M. Moran's 
proposals, This reaches me just as T am leaving headquarters and am unable to study 


f1602) ait 
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it sufficiently to offer any special comment on the details of it; I therefore venture to 
submit it without, 
‘Tam sending a copy of this letter to His Majesty's Minister and to His Majesty's 
Foreign Office. 
Thave, &e. i 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 437. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox. 


(elegraphic.) P. Delhi, January 29, 1913) 
FOLLOWING telegram has been received from the Secretary uf State =— 
“Persia. —It has been suggested that His Majesty nment should consent, to 

‘an all-round inerease of 25 per cent, in import tariff with a view to furnishing security 

for a loar, of not less than 5,000,000, 

“Purposes of loan to be as follows — 


“1, Maintenance: of gendarm » 

+2, Bstablishanent of industrial institutes under foreign supe 
Conversion of pensions. 

“Th ig stated that the consent of Russi has practically been given, 

“The attitude of His Majesty's Goveroment is not yet determined.” 


‘Your viows are requested sby telegraph as regards possible alternative means of 
providing security, as well a8 any suggestions fir minimising damage to Indian trade 
fv thy event of His Majesty's Government, for reagan of cy, feeling obliged toaceept 
the in red (0, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 137. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


(Totographic) D. Bushire, February 3, 1913. 
HAVIN the honour to reply to Foreign Department telegram of the 29th 


f iat an organised and thriving smugglin 
industry hs been created by the high duties levied on certain commodities by the tari 
y which the ports of Ko Debai and, Babrein have greatly benefited, as 
centres, while a proportionate loss has been occasioned to the Persian 
Customs administra 


hands of experts, 


‘As rogards the purposes for which the loan is proposed I beg to offer the following 
obyervations — 


1, ‘Three years ago, after a great deal of persuasion, British traders agreed to the 
jon of & surtax of 10 per cent, on import duties into the Persian Gulf ports, in 
to moet the cost of an ellective scheme for the control of the roads by a foree 
colimanded by British officers. Tt is quite problematical whether the present Swedish 
scheme will achieve any measure of success, and in any case it is not by any means so 
promising as a scheme of our own would be. 

Tt may, therefore, be presumed that there will be a great outery from British 
morchants against the surtax on grounds which were recoguised in Foreign Office 
telegram No, 16 dated the 19th January, 1911, to Minister (copy attached) the purport 
of which was communicated at the time to the Persian Government. 
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2, The suggested “ industrial institutes” could find no place in Southern Persia, 
in the present state of educational and economic development. Such proposals cannot 
possibly be taken seriously. 

3. Conversion of pensions. It doea not seem that the cost. of such a measure 
{itself'a thorny question) can be reasonably imposed on import trade, and it should be 
net by direct taxation, To borrow money for the purpose at something like 8 per cent, 
would seem to be the reverse of sound’ finance. I believe, moreover, that the vast 
majority of pension-holders belong to Northern Persia, so that an unnecessary burden 
‘would be placed on our trade in the south, 

‘4. Means for providing other security, apart from southiern customs and southern 
revemies, over which we have respectively exclusive and preferential rights, 


T would suggest railway and mining concessions in the Russian zone and outside it 
for Russian and British subjects respectively, and lovy of tolls on roads guarded by 
gendarmes® Imay mention in this connestion that the Bakhtiari road, ill-provided 
is it is with the elementary necessities in the way of caravanserais, fodder, and security, 
brings to the khans who control it a revenue of some 8,000L annually, though they 
only levy a moderate toll of some 3 krans per mule, 

A considerable revenue would be realised from an annual graduated tax at a 
minimum rate of 10 kraus per house, As far ns the Treasury-General is concerned, the 
population of the towns is practically untaxed. Taxes on native merchants should also 

rative (see Curzon's Persia,” vol. IT, p. 478), 
us legal taxes are now coilected from townspeople by local authorities, and 
the collective amount of these taxes could probably be realised by suitable imposts, 
properly orzaniged, in an unoppressive manner. 
hough it is notorious that, generally speaking, land revenue, assessment, bears no 
consistent proportion to present assessable value (vide Curvon's ‘ Persia,” vol. 1, 

2), no doubt it is not practicable at, the present stage to contemplate any general 
organised cadastral ad 1 of land taxes, Nevertheless, a revenue assessment, by 
trained Anglo-Indian officials, on an experimental scale in certain solected districts, 
would not appear to be beyond the pale of practical politics, and it would bo a most 
profitable measure of reform, which might possibly be provided for in connection with « 
large loan, secured in part on the revenues of the outhorn provinces, 

Tassume that a settlement of outstanding claims would be a primary condition to 
any larve loan, whether latter be with or without increase of duty’ on imports 

(Repeated to Minister.) 


Enclosure 4 in No, 437. 


Sir W. Townley to Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz. 
(No. 53.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, Rebruary 3, 1913, 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No, 621 (repeating to me’ Foreign Department: 
telegram of the 29th January), ‘ 4 

‘The proposal to increase customs duties by 29 per cont. is, as yet, in quite an 
embryo stage. ss 

Xn alternative proposal is strongly favoured by Mornard, whereby duties on sugars 
and cotton goods would be very substantially increased. It is represented thab these 
iioods are at present taxed at abnormally low figure and that import: tride would not 
Sulfer, as consiimer would pay tax. 


Enelosure 5 in No, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 16.) 3 
(Pelegraphic,) Re Foreign Office, January 19, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No.7 of the Sth January 5 southern roads of Persia 
Last paragraph of proposed reply respecting, surcharge should be amplified so as to 
mnake reasonableness of our attitude apparent to Persian Government. It should be 


© Vide despatch from Scoretary of State to Minister dated January 6, 1902, 
Thad not received my reply to telegram of January 29, when hic received the 
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inted out to them that surcharge is virtually a tax on British trade, and that His 

Miajrty’s Government consider it, in the cvcumstances, juntiablo ee a, temporary 
expedient if British officers are responsible to the Persian Government for the 
organisation to be finauced by it, but that they eannot admit it merely as a-means of 
enabling the Persian Government to attempt to perform a duty, which ought to be a 
first charge on the ordinary revenue, without any guarantee that the attempt will be 
aiaane 

‘The rest of the draft is approved as it stands, and the reply may now be sent. 

T concur in your observations ns to the foroign officers and as to omission to urge 
conclusion of loan. 

You should telegraph text of last paragraph as sent in by you. 


Enclosure 6 in No, 437. 


Memorandum on M. Mornard’s Proposal for increased Duties on Cottons and Sugar. 


(A.) Sugar. 


fy 1011-12 Wt 3 shahis was. 
Wm from 5,584,580 batmans erystal gar nt 2 shahis was 


Total. fe oda 


OF the above, the amounts ascribed in customs returns to Russia, ie., by northern 
frontiers almost entirely, was -— 


e 
{uoaf sugar: 29,421,103 batinans at 3 abahis a 
Crystal migar: 8,681,182 batman at 2 shally. © : me ap ist 


‘Toul .. ae 8 +. 70,386 
On the basis of Bushire wholesale prices — 


(a) One man = 7} 1b, loaf sugar, cost about 4 krs 12 sh, = 92 shabis, while 
1 oustoms batn 64 1b,, pays a duty of 8 shahis. ‘Thus 73 1b. pays'a duty of about 
8:57 shahi ‘alent to a duty of 5°8 per cent. ad valorem. 

(b.) Similarly, 74 1b, crystal sugar costs about 3 kis. 12 sh, = 72 shahis, while 
64 1b pays a duty of 2 shabis, 


‘Thus 7} 1b. pays a duty of about 238 shahis, equivalent to a duty of 8:3 per cont, 
ad valorem, 

‘This is not a high rate of duty, compared with the old 5 per cent, duty 
ors, and the high rates at which most British imports were taxed in 1903, Sova 
pre-eminently a Russian import. 

Supposing the duty were now increased by 66 per cent, of the present duty on loaf 
suigar—a total duty of about 96 per cent, ad valorem (I 7 tin order tomake 
ibn oven figure for eustonns ofkeiala to enleulate duty, hes 2 tra per batman, 
or 5 shahis including the old duty), on 1911-12 figures, the duty on loaf sugar would 
have yielded 77,408). + 58,741, = 195,782. 

Similarly, supposing nn increase in duty of 50 per cent. on erystal sugar, i, az 
extin I shal por batintn to make a total duty of B shat, or oy tly 5 per cent. 
ad valorem, on 1911-12 figures, the duty on crystal sugar would have’ yiclded 
10,1541. + 5,077. = Bil. 

At theso rates of increase Persia would have gained an extra 62,4512. 

However, perhaps M. Moruard would not intend auch large increases as 66 and 
50 per cent, ‘but propose 33 per cent. on loaf sugar and 29. pe on erystal 
sugar, which would make the total ad ealorem duties about 7°7 and 4-1 per cent, 
respectively, 

‘This represents a duty of 4 sliahis per batman, instead of 3 shahis on loaf ‘suger, 
and 24 sbahis instead of 2 shahis on erystal 

Tnerease in 1911-12 would then be— 


Loaf sugar 
Crystal sigar 
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Great Britain, to the best of my knowledge, is not at presont directly interested in 
the production of loaf sugar for Persia, because the Persian taste for sugar in cones 
can only be supplied by certain refiners in Tirlemont (Belgium), Marseilles, and 
Hungary, having special machinery. 

have pressed Messrs. Henry Tate and Sons, English refiners, very hard, with the 
assistance of the Foreign Office and Board of Trade, to compete with loaf sugar, But 
Mr. L.A. Martin (director of Messrs Tate and Sons), this year’s chairman of the 
council of the London Chamber of Commerce, gave me to understand in London in 
1410, or subsequently in correspondence, that it would not, pay their firm to put up the 
pecial machinery required for the Persian and Mesopotamian trade only. They hope to 
introduce eube sugar in time, Exports by British firms in England of loaf sugar to 
Southern Persia are therefore shipped direct from the continent or transhipped vid 
London, Whether continental Governments would assist their exports direct to Persia 
under an increased duty, and so militate against shipment vid the United Kingdom and 
Bombay, is dificult to foresee. But otherwise the United Kingdom and India would 
appear to be little affected by an increased duty, 

‘The case as regards crystal sugar is otherwise. Great Britain is aflected directly. 

Since 1908, as the result of representations from Bushire and constant pressure, 
supported by the Board of Trade, in gotting Messrs, Tato and Sonn to compete in the 
Gulf, they liave become interosted to the extent of about 2,500 tons of British refined 
sugar exported to the Gulf annually. 

Mauritius sugar comes up the Gulf in considerable quantities, and we want to. got 
more of it. A Hong Kong refinery hus sent up sugar; while i is to be hoped that 
the day is not far off now when Indian refineries with modern plant will be able to 
turn out cheaper cane crystal sugar of a suiiciently good quality to find favourable 
market here. 

If, thereforo, an increased duty on sugar is to odme into foree, care might be taken 
to see that the increase on erystal sugar is less ad valorem than the increase on loaf sugar 
(in which Russian trade is'more interested), In other words, if the duty. is to be 
tuoreased by 1 shai per batinan on loaf sugin, the corresponding ineress.on erytal 
sugar should be less than 1 shahi, This will only be in keoping with the. present 
difference in taxation, For this purpose, an inerenso of 33 per cont. on present duty of 
loaf and 25 por cent. on that on crystal sugar, corresponding to increases of 1 shahi 
and 4 shabi per batman, or to a total ad valorem duty of 7°7 and 4"1 per cent., could 
not be objectionable, and they would yield on last year’s figures 31,7251. to the Borsian 
Customs, 


(B) 


Textile materials imported into Persia are separated into about sixty-four classes, 
the largest part of which is formed by materials wholly or partly composed of eotton or 
similar products, and paying wholly different rates of duty. 

OF these the largest classes are 





1911-12, 


Duty. 





| a ‘ 
xcept thon 
‘pecially: mentioned, at 1 kreu 4 shale pol 
‘batman Ke « a | 5075426 130,873. 
es of wool pureatSiirannperigiman’:) nant | eane 
4 Thaoes of orton and wool mine at 8 hres 
oxase | sas 


per atoat =. ote 
4, Tabuos of colton and sli mixed, af 15 krua 
arse ima 3 onl (sara aga 


Cotton, atikran 4. oe 618.146 11,289 





In class 1 Great Britain and India are predominantly interested, in spite of the state 
of insecurity in Southern and Central Persia, which is enabling Russia to increase her 
imports by 500 tons per annum, to the loss of British cotton imports, ‘The shares of 

[1602] 41 
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Austria, Germany, France, and Italy combined are only 4 per cent, of the weight 
imported from Great Britain and India, 

Bat in considering the effects of an increase of duty, the following must be taken 
into consideration ;— 


1, It is generally held by British tirms, I believe, that the duties of 1903 hit 
British manufactures heavier than Russian goods, in some classes more especially. Now 
that the insecurity of the southern roads and provinces is working against British 
imports and for Russian imports from the north, the Russian advantage has more than 
doubled. 

Consequently, an increase of duty would, as regards the important markets of 
Central Persia, hit British goods from the south more than in the past, and not the 
constimer so much, while it would distinctly favour an inerease of imports from Russia, 
who is taking care to keep open the trade routes from the north, 

Ergo, the British manufacturer and exporter, hus a ight to s60 the balanee more 
equitably adjusted by «smaller inc 


ean 
Tttextiles are 
silks, or mixta 
By not increasing the duty on woollen and silk goods we should be favouring 
Gorman and Austrian and other forvign manufactures to the detriment of our own; for 
in 1911-12 we imported only one-fifth of the total imports of woollen tissues (Germany's 
import was as lnrge ns ours), aud less than one-tenth of mixed sille and cotton goods 
(Gormany's import being four times as large as ours) g 
Were an increased duty impose xtiles as well as on cottons, we should 
need to see that the increase was rateably higher on such goods, 
ng, as regards this increase on sugars, I think we should try and 
stil sugar out of the arrangement ; and as regards cotton goods, 
it is impossible to accept M. Mornard’s sweeping assertion that the present duty is 
“abnormally low,” and that “only the Persian consumer” would stand to lose by an 
ierease, 
In my opinion the fhets ar just the contrary, 
. ns the general (juestion: “ Why shoutd cotton goods and sugars be 
singled out, for increased taxation and not matches, petroleum, flour, paper, tobacco, 
lambskins from Baydad, and other articles, which interest Russia, Germany, Asiatic 
‘Turkey, ond not Great Britain and India in particular?” ‘The Anglo-Persian Oif Company 
would welcome an i the import duty on oil, Tussia imported 36,195 tons of 
Kerosene into Persia in 1911-12, and paid only 9,9791. ws customs duty, If the duty on 
any woods is to be increased, kerosene should come under the increase as much as cotton 
‘goods or sugar, and with more reason now that Persia produces all 
From the point of view of British interests there are, therefore, grave objections to 
consenting to an increased tariif on cotton goods and sugars alone. 
H. G, CHICK, Commercial deter tote Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
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10823) No. 438. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 8.) 


Constantinople, March 4, 1913. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 545 of the 80th November, 1912, and to my 
despatch No. 158 of this year, I have the honour to transmit toryou herewith eopies of 
8 despatch from His Majetw’s coveal general at Bagdad enclosing a marked map and 
explanatory letter from His Majesty's viee-consul at Kasr-i-Shirin relative to the position 
of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's wells in that district. % 

T have ventured to retain one copy. of these papers for the convenience of the 
archives of this embassy, and therefore only enclose herewith the remaining two copies, 
and not three as mentioned by Dr, Scott in his despatch, 

Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 438. 


Captain Scott to Sir G. Lowther. 
Wo. 6.) 
Your Excellency, Bagdad, February 3, 1918. 

TL HAVE the honour, in reply to Foreign Office despatch No. 4 dated the 
29th November, 1912, and also partly in continuation of my despatch No. 5 dated 
the 27th January, 1913, to return the three copies of a despatch dated the 9th October, 
1912, from His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Tehran respecting the position of the 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company's wells in the neighbourhood of Kasr-i-Shirin, 

2, Viow-Conmul 1, B. Soane has marked the lines on his map a8 requested, 

3. Tenclose a copy of an explanatory letter written to me by Mr. B, B. Soane which 
srives some useful information about the different maps of the district. 

Thave, &o. 

NORMAN SCOTT, Captain LMS, Acting 
British Resident in Turkish Arabia 
and His Britannic Majesty's Consul- 
General, Bagdad. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 438, 
Vice-Consul Soane to Captain Scott. 


Sir, Kasr-i-Shirin, January 28, 1913. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your No, 72 of the 18th January, 
1913, with all enclosures as advised, _ ‘ 

T return herewith the three enclosures above mentioned with the maps marked 
as indicated. a 

Coincidence of detail between my smnall map and that of Colonel Sheil is not very 
apparent owing mainly to— 

Replacement of old names by new ; 

Indefinite limi 

ions 

ni ain and Daladu 

Mountains, 


‘The mane of Banu Movatan in my sketsh-map should be deleted; i i too fur 
south-west, though on correct bearing from Chia Surkh. 
‘To assist comparison the following will be of assistance :— 


Dar-i-Divan in my map is the same as Dari Deydaban of Colonel Sheil's map, 
Darvand-Asgilla in tay map is the same as Dataandi Denool of Colonel Shel’ 


ven ang-icHammam in my map is the same as Tengi Hamman of Colonel Sheil’s map. 
Qala Charmi in my map is the same as Kalaa Sefid of Colonel Sheil's map, 
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Haosh Kuri in my map is the same as Haush Kerek (old name) of Colonel Sheu's 
map. 
Ena e ince map is the same as Karaiz in Colonel Sheil’s map. 
Sarqala in my map is the same as Ser Kalaa in Colonel Sheil’s map, 
Suradiza (modern) in my map is the same as Meyan Iangal (old name) of Colonel 
Sheil’s map. 
Pai Taq in my map is the same as Meyan Tak (error) of Colonel Sheil’s map, 


My small sketch-map includes a small portion only of Colonel Sheil's map; I have 
therefore marked on the copies of that map the limits of my own. 

‘You will by now have before you my large map, which should be seen side by side 
with the commissioners’ survey, as I have purposely included as many common features 
as possible, Unfortunately Colonel Sheil’s map disagrees considerably from the surye) 
map, which is very exact, and I am afraid that it will be difficult to place the green, red, 
and blue lines upon it or my large nap. 

Thave marked upon the copies of my small map of Chia Surkh and Kasr-i-Shirin 
the lines corresponding to those upon Colonel Sheil’s map, 

T did not quite gather from your letter whether you desired each of my maps 
to bear one or all three lines, T have therefore marked one copy (1) the Medinting 
Commissioners’ line, one copy (2) the Turkish delegate’s line, one copy (8) the Persian 
delegate’s line, in so far as the map includes them, 

Tf necessary these can easily be reproduced on the other copies, 


Note—The names Bexinan, Beshikan, Assengueran, are confused by the local 
Kurds themselves, ‘The name Assengueran (Persian Ahangaran) is that of the system, 
the others being those of portions, 
Thave, &, 
E, B SOANE 





(10772) No. 


Ticutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley.—(Received at Foreign Office, 
March 8.) 
(Telegraphic.) En clair. Bushire, March 7, 1913. 
pest regret that to-night, as M. Constant, 
is, and Mme, Constant were driving themselves home in 
t from an entertainment in Bushire town at which whole Buropean community, 
including ourselves, were present, they were stopped and fired at at close quarters by an 
unknown Persian with a revolver. Mme. Constant was killed dead and M. Constant was 
wounded through the thighs, He was able to drive on to house of residency surgeon 
close by. Please inform M. Mornard with my deep sympathy. Will wire further 
details in morning. 
(Addressed Minister; repeated to London and Delhi.) 





[10944] No. 440. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 8,) 


raphie,) Tehran, March 8, 1913. 
OLLOWING from the consul at Bushire, No. 107, of 7th March 


“You are aware that by special request of the Porte the British vice-consul at 
re has also been in charge of Turkish interests at that post since September 


sy_te vice-consul at Lingah now reports, under date of 4th March, the arrival on 
$rd March of one Rifaat Bey; who claims to be a newly appointed ‘Turkish consul at 
Lingah, ‘The British viee-consul, who was notified of his arrival, regretted his inability 
to recognise him pending the receipt of official instructions 

‘Deputy governor and the customs have done likewise, First, in the absence 
of serious Turkish interests at Lingah, where there is only one genuine ‘Turkish subject, 
motive for the dispatch of this ‘gentleman can only be to pursue tacties of Nabil Zia 


Bey (Gee telegraphic correspondence which passed in September 1911), Secondly, 





(In Colonel Sheil's No. 21, Feb. 23, 1852) 
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the manner of the present man's deputation is most discourteous to His Majesty’s 
Government, and I trust that strong exception will be taken thereto, independently 
of any action that may be deemed necessary in order to secure the cancellation of the 
appointment.” 


‘The Turkish Ambassador informed me officially of the appointment in a letter 
dated 6th March, to which I shall not reply pending instructions. 

Please see Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 353 of 1911, and subsequent 
correspondence, 





[10982] No. 441, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 8.) 
(No 97.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, March 8, 1913. 
MY immediately preceding telegram of to-day. 
Following from the consul at Bushire, No: 110 of 8th March :— 


“Tingah is the Persian port nearest Trucial Coast and the most frequented 
by Trncial Coast subjects, who, like the bulk of inhabitants of Lingah, are 
co-religionists of the Turks; authority of the Persian Government is very weak at 
Lingah, and on adjacent coast anywhere there is scope for ‘Turkish intrigue, which 
sal haye the worst rosults in Persia, besides making difficulties for us on the Trucial 

joast.”” 


[10773] No 442, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley.—(Received at Foreign Office, 
March 8.) 
(Velegraphic.) Bn clair, 

ASSAILANT was a single individual who ran alongside trap on Constant’s 
side, while he fired four shots. One bullet pierced Mme, Constant’s chest, 
severing her spine and killing her instantly; second entered her thigh and 
lodged there ; a third hit Constant through thighs and scrotum, He is suffering from 
pain and shock, but in absence of complications is believed not to be in danger. 

(Addressed Minister; repeated London and Delhi.) 





(10506) No. 443, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


jo, 113.) 
felegeaphisy Foreign Office, March 8, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No, 90 of 6th March: Advance to Persian Government. 
‘The 100,001. for the gendarmerie is ready, but cannot be advanced until you 
have obtained more satisfactory replies to our demands :— 


1, Acceptance of our proposal respecting control over expenditure and respecting 
the tender systerns for purchases. 

2. A written arrangement respecting the lighting and buoying of the Gulf. We 
would not insist on mention in this of question of policing territorial waters otherwise 
than for necessary protection of lights and buoys, provided that you had a verbal 
assurance that no question will be raised to our prescriptive rights in the Gulf 
generally. 

3. it we take note of the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs’ assurance not to 
alienate any Persian islands in the Gulf to any foreign Power it might be quoted 
hereafter as an admission on our part of Persian rights in Bahrein. 


It should therefore be made clear that His Majesty's Government raintain their 
attitude in regard to the protection of Bahreinis and trucial subjects, and, in refraining 
from pressing their request for Persian recognition of this claim, do so only on the 
understanding that their rights will not be disputed in practice. 





[1602] 4k 
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No. 444, 





(10729) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


(No, 201.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 8, 1913. 
SIN W. TOWNLEY'S telegram No. 93 of 7th March: HeShah, and telegram 


from His Majesty's consul-general at Odessa of 7th March. 

Have the Russian Government any information other than that the ex-Shah has 
actually left Odessa? M, Sazonof will no doubt send instructions to frontier officials 
to be on the look-out in case the ex-Shah makes another attempt to enter Persia. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 112.) 











{10679} No, 445. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen, 
(No. 118) 
(Telegraphic.) 
ODESSA telogram of 7th March, 
Please report if ex-Shah arrives in Berlin. 


Foreign Office, March 8, 1913. 


{10953} No, 446. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey—(Recoived March 9.) 









Petersburgh, March 9, 1913, 
YOUR tologram No, 192 of 6th March: Russian advance to Persia. 
M dum from Russian Government reeapitulates conditions specified in 
Hhnan telogram No, $4 of 7th March, 
ment add that the Russian Minister at Tehran, who is here, 
wont quite acceptable to the Persian Government. 











considers this arran; 











(10954) No, 47. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9.) 
(No, 79.) 
Ateliersehicy) R. St. Petersburgh, March 9, 1913. 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs yesterday handed me an aide-mémoire respecting 


nmerah= 





option to the Persian Railway Syndicate for the construction of the Mo 
Khoremabad Railway, 
Aide-mémoire siates that prov 








nas to the cost of survey being defrayed by the 
Persian Government is open to serious objection on account of precarious position of 
tho Persian Treasury, and the Russian Government think it would be preferable that 
the syndicate shoul bear tho cost of survey. 

1 sending copy by px 
Minister for Foreign Affairs remarked that he would have made no difficulties had 
it not been for critical state of Persian finances. 

Itis truo that, though the Persian Government eventually recaver cost of survey, 
they may be out-of pocket for a considerable 























(10956) No. 448. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edvard Grey —(Received March 9.) 
(No, 81.) 
(olegraphic) 2. 
YOUR tolegram No, 201 of 8th March. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs knows nothing about the future movements of the 
exShah, He would, he said, have much preferred that he should have remained at 
Oviesss, but the Russian Government could not dotain him a8 a prisoner there. The 
ox-Shal's former Russian private secretary, who has served as channel of communica- 


St. Petersburgh, March 9, 1913. 
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tion and has recently visited His Majesty at his Exeellency's request, believes that the 
exShah will not have the courage to make another attempt, Russian Government.” 
will do all they can to prevent his returning through Russia, as they are not acting 
in connivance with him; but they cannot guarantee his not getting through in 
disguise, as there are so many routes by which he may pass. 













(10952) No, 449. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received March 9.) 





(No. 136. 
(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, March 9, 1913, 
FOLLOWING from consul at Bagdad to-day -— 


“‘Turco-Persian frontier. 













here is that tribal di 
Persian, who have raided and counter 
soldiers at one of the guard-houses were killed. Neither T nor my Russian colleague 
have any information of dispatch of Turkish troops from Bagdad, 

“Should I approach the vali on the question ?” 











Thayerinstructed the consul at Bagdad to approach the vali unofiicially, and to 
intimate to him in a friendly manner the undesirability of interforing with oilfields, 















(11018) No. 450. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—iReceived March 10.) 
(No. 23.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 26, 1913. 


I HAVE the honour to report that the arrangement, referred to in my despateh 

No. 273 of the 20th ultimo, under which the administration of the province of 

Kermanshah was to be financed for six months by the Russian bank, on the security of 
the surplus of the northern customs revenues, has fallen through. 

An arrangement has since been made by the treasurer-gencral under which the 

funds necessary for the above purpose will he supplied by the Imperial Bank of Persia. 
Thavo, &e. 

WALTER TOWNLEY, 
















{11019} 


) 


I HAVE the honour to forward to you berewith cop 
the Government of India by His Majesty’s eonsul-ge 
by the commercial adviser to the latter regarding the prospects of inter 
ainongst the Kashkuli-Kashyai tribe, 
have alas the hotioue 16) encloee: copy of meinorandumn on the’ same) mubjoct, 
schist han Bean drawn ‘up for me by Mn Beoart roconthy Tis Majesty asc consi at 








Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure 1 in No, 451. 
Tieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


. Confidential.) 
November 30, 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Excelleney’s information, a copy of a 
letter I have addressed to the Government of India, enclosing an interesting note by 
Mr. HG. Chick, my commercial adviser, dated the 80th November, 1915, regarding 
the prospects of intertrihal fighting amongst the Kashkuli-Kashgai tribe. 

Thavo, &e. 
P. Z, COX, Licutenant-Colonel, British Resi 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e. 


Enelosure 2 in No, 451. 
Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India 


Sir, Bushire, November 30, 1912. 

L HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
‘a copy of'un interesting note written by Mr. H. G. Chick, my commercial udviser, after 
@ recent tour in the Bushire hinterland, 

Tt will be seen that there is every prospect of an acute foud developing between 
the two sections of the KashikulicKashgais, and that this feud is likely to involve 
Mohammed Ali Khan in hostilities with an important section of his own tribe, who wish 
to seo him deposed or even obliterated. 

Twill not attempt at this stage to forecast the possible effect of this development 
upon the political situation, which seems again to be a y now that 
the momentary détente eaused by the Governor-General’s arrival his lost its novelty. 
His Majesty's G , it is true, have just sanctioned a further loan of 15,0001. to 
be devoted to the administrative needs of the Go 


1, cannot but feel the apprel 
ing the advance of the last. 10,0001, 3 detached measures can 
Inve Tittle more than a passing effect on the situation. 

Tam forwarding a copy of this communication to His Majesty's Minister, 
Thave, &e. 
P. Z COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Kars, &e. 


iclogure 3 in No, 451 
Note by Mr. Chick, 


SHORTLY after my arrival at Deh Kubne, the principal village of Shabancara, 
» Las most hospitably and cordially entertained by Mohammed Ali Khan of 
mabonicaray an old f nounced that Mohammed Khan Kashiuli and 
Andsshir Khan wore coming in from the mountains to pay’ vist to the Shabancara 
hans 
This Molammed Khan Kasbkuli ig at the head of one-half of the Kashkuli clan, 
the other half following Mohammed Ali Khan Kashkuli, his cousin, Mohammed Khan 
is the eldest son of the late Mohammed Hassan Beg, who died in the winter of 1910-11, 
and for muny years before his father’s death there was bitter enmity between them 
and Sowlet-ud-Dowleh on the one hand and Mohammed Ali Khan's section on the 
other. A younger brother of Mohammed Ali Khau had been killed in the inter-Kashgai 


coutliet of 1906, fighting on behalf of Sowlet-ud-Dowleh, while Moliammed Khan and 
his section were on the opposite side. 
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Tt was only because of Mohammed Ali Khau’s temporary estrangement. from 
Sowlet-ud-Dowleh in 1911-12 that there was a reconciliation between the two sections 
of the Kashkulis, 

This autumn there has been a quarrel between the two consins and a eplit between 
the factsinn (On the oneiside being grouped Mokatanigl Khai and bts brothers Je 
cousin, Ghulam Hussein Khan, and Isfandian and Ardeshir Khan, two younger cousins 
of another branch; while with Mohammed Ali Khan and his brother are Haji 
Mohammed Kerim Khan and his brother, and Tbrahim Khan, 

Tn reply to my questions, my host, told mo quite frankly that the reason for 
Mohammed Khan coming down to the plains at this juncture was to canvass the support 
of Ismail Khan of Shabaneara and Zira against Mohammed Ali Khan in an approachin, 
atepiien, bat oes Cave es eh ec nsenn yaaa) crane age 
Khan was now thirsting for blood. i 

Later, Mohammed Khan unburdened himself in my tent, and biassed though it 
say be, hi tory is important evidence against Mohammed Ali Khan, 

After telling m Mohammed Ali Khan had become au enemy of his, he said 
that one of the chit ices against himself by Mohammed Ali Khan was on account 
of the attack on the British force uear Kazerun, and the surrender of those guilty, 
Mohammed Ali Khan, being alarmed at tve idea of the British Government takin 
action, had been pressing him to agree to join him (Mohammed Ali Khan) in resistance 
if pursued. 

Last Major Birdwood, on arrival at Kazerun, had asked for two men to 
accompany him to the caravanserai. Mohammed Khan Kubskuli, then in Kazeran, 
had sent four, At the caravanserai, while the British party were halted, Mohammed 
Ali Khan's men in the caravanserai told Mohammed Khan's four men that they were 
going to attace the British, “Mohammed Khan's men objeetd, nying thi they ware 
responsible to their khan for the safe escort of Mr. Smart and his party, and that 
Cole IK Waits pebacini Gn Utalest ayo to Me oHiNRRA 

Ali Khan's men would not wait, and in the running fight which followed 
1 Khan's men was, so he declared, wounded in amongst the British 
troops. 

‘As to the booty, saddles, equipment, cartridges, &,, all went to Mohammed Ali 
Khan's tents, 

‘The least Mohammed Ali Khan might have done was to have consulted him, 
Mohammed Khan, before making the attack, He would either have objected or made 
arniigement in concert, “As it is,” he continned, “Mohammed Ali Khan is solely 
onpoustle anil gorall He ity now ysreloutinliyrae) ce nouroay)Neveld a) ae 
Mohammed Khai, should support him if British troops take action against him. ‘The 
Zoigtats aac Keatats Had Genes hits 06 the for tye delivery of tHe oulfita Chol ie 
has taken flight, He cannot give the culprits up, as he himself was responsible.” 

Tremarked that the culprits are well known, 

Mohammed Khan then gave the following. names ;— 


First and foremost, Mohammed Ali Khan himself, Kal Feridun, Kal Khan Ali, 
Nur Mohammed Bulwardi (for the attack on the Kotal), Ali Mohammed Kumariji, 

Could there have been anything more, said Mohammed Khau, than an attack on a 
British consul in such a m 


Anyhow, whether the British Goverment pureed the matter or not, he, 


Mohasined Khan, was going to sit still no longer. Mohammed Ali Khan hal begun to 
think himself man.” He was going to attack Mohammed Ali Khan once and for all 
shortl 
Discounting the bravado and exaggerations of this statement, it seoms certain that 
there ill be hsltes among the Kasha very shortly, 
Mobainmed Khan was busy during the whole of his visit buying rifles and 
‘cartridges. In my presence he sent one man to buy 3,000 cartridges from Rudhilleh, 


[1602] 4L 
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other men to purchase several thousands in Borazjun, and he was buying as many as 
Gould locally Shatancara, iia 
: H. G. CHICK, 
Con reial Adviser. 
Drushire, November 21, 1912. Carer 


Enclosure 4 in No. 451. 
Memorandum on the Kashiuli Problem. 


‘THE Kashkuli problem is the most important factor in the Keshkai difficulty. 
Noarly one-half of the Kashkulis under Mohamined Khan, his brothers, his cousins, 
ulim Hussein Khan, Isfendian Khan, and Ardeshir Khan, are strong supporters of 
Kayan and Zeigham (Sardar Thtesham), Mohammed Ali Khan, who, supported be 
various law! 's of Western Fars (Mam: Boir Ahmedis, &c,) is the 
stronger party ws Sowets-strongeet eunporter ‘This attitude of his was mainly 
gcersioned by’his: hostility to Mohammed Khan's faction, which seas bitterly opposed to 
Sowlet, Mohammed Khan's father, Mohammed Hassan Beg died a prisoner of Sowlet. 
In 1911 Mohammed Ali Khan quarrelled with Sowlet over the division of the Kamarij 
spoils, and went over to Kawam at the most critical moment of the Kayam 
struggle in the PLL, 
Rin anid Mohimmned Kh 


ops 
of Molin Mi. Khan would result in a eon gthening of 

Moliammed Khan faction, which is strongly pro-Kawan iSowlee, Tt feat, 

downfall of Mohammed Ali Khan might put Sowler at the merey of Kawam and 
Zeighian: 

Mohammed Khan's story told to Mr, Chick regarding the attacks ou our troops is 
anyely correct, is four sowars rode by my side until I tell. ‘Then they lay down in a 
hollow and surrendered to Mohammed Ali Khan's men. ‘They behaved, while with us, 
with admitwble coolness, One of them was shot through the tendons at the back of the 
Jenoe. In his story, as reported by Mx. Chick, Mohammed Khan has exaggerated the 
responsibility of Mohammed Ali Khan, In August last Molammed Khan called upon 
invand urged the necessity: of action against Mohammed Ali. He spoke very Tully 
‘and in reply to my questions said that Mohammed Ali Khan, though of course the 
reaponsble nuthorty ot planned tho attack, “Even of our enemies we must not 
tull lies,” he suid, ‘He then wave what, trom varions reports, I believe to be the correct 
version of the attack, Mohammed Ali Khan, who isa heavy drinker, had over his eups 

boast what le would do to the English invaders, ce. His dependents, 

‘udent boastings, which Mohammed Ali probably never intended 
to pnt into execution, thought att attack on our troops would not Le displeasing to the 
Kkhan, Hence their iuprenieditatedt outburst, Mohammed Khan axteed that if the 
att ted, it would not 


i eis tegen 
wolved. fe was then at 
Shapor with Mobam ier to stop the attack, 
Ardeshir tried to ge tion with us but failed. ‘Then, seeing an 
‘opportunity of booty, his predatory instinets were too much for him, and he joined in 
Attack at the spot were we suffered most casualties. T think he shot me.” He was 
exy kind to me afterwards, and when Tchaifed him on the subject earnestly denied 
his wuilt, He and his brother Isfindian Khan, who was a fequent. visitor at the 
consulate afterwards, rendered: me . escorting British travellers, 
telegraph repairing parties, &e. Tassured Ardeshi ‘as Twas concerned, 1 
would not prosecute him, and L hope he will be let. down easily it a day of retribution 
is ever to come: 
W, A. 5) RT. 
January 31, 1913. ee 
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(11020) No 452. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reesived March 10.) 
(No. 28.) i" 
Sir, Tehran, February 1, 1913. 

I HAVE just received a copy of Sir Percy Cox's despatch No. 13, Commercial, of 
the 16th December to the Foreign Office, submitting a memorandum drawn up by 
Mr. Chick on the present condition of the Bushire-Shiraz. road. 

T understand from Mr. Simart, lately acting-eonsul at Shiraz, that the gloomy 
picture portrayed by the writer of tho memorandum faithfully represents, in. bis 
Spinion, the conditions which prevailed on the road in question from August to 
November last, though the figures of the “Rahdari” seem a little exaggerated. ‘These 
figures are presumably compiled from the statements of muleteers, who would naturally 
‘exagarerate the exactions of the road-guards in order to justify their own excessive rates 
of hire 

With regard to the abuse mentioned by Mr. Chick of a levy of 4 krans in Shiraz 
itself on each mule by the Kawam-ul-Mulk and his Kashkuli 8, Mr, Smart 

ssses the opinion that the money levied went entirely to the Kashkuli khians, and 
Kayan got nothing. 

With regard to the activities display 
Sultanch immediately on arrival at his post, Mr, Si 
that his Excellency undoubtedly acted precipitately and 
committed several mistakes of the nature re} 
he aildressed to the Khan of Shabancara, 
miscomprehen: feuds, & 
the governor-get ‘idicule, | It is difficult, however, to see how a governor 
coming fresh from ‘Tehran can avoid such mistakes until he has acquired » full 
knowledge of local affairs. 3 

While the general conditions provailing in Fars for the last two years render it 

that his tnission will end in failure, Mx. Chick's 

a ths’ trial of Mukhiber-es-Sultanch” 

colloncy lias not tackled the 

crucial questions of Fars at all seriously as yet. During the winter months, from 

October to April. a considerable measure of peace reigns in the provinee, and the spring 

will be the period when the governor-gencral will be put to the test. Before passing. 

ping judgment on the governor-genoral, it would be fairer to wait: and s¢0 

how he deals with the complicated situation which the spring and summer are likely 
to present. 

Mr. Smart is of opinion that Mr. Chick's judgment about the gendarmes enlisted 

‘raz and about the difficulty of procuring lowland reornits is, unfortunately, in all 
ty correct. 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLE 





(11022) No. 453, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Mareh 10.) 

0. 32.) 
Sir, Tehran, Rebruary 15,1913. 

[HAVE the honour to forward to you her copy of a despatch which Ihave 
received from His Majesty's acting consul at ‘Tabriz, summarising recent events in 
Azerbaijan up to the 20th ultimo, 

Thavé, &e 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


—————— 
Enclosure in No. 453. 
Acting Consul Corcan to Sir W, Townley. 
; Tabriz, January 20, 1913, 
I HAVE the honour to submit herewith a summary of ‘the recent eventa, in 


‘Avorbaijan, with my remarks on the persons conducting and the motives underlying 
the agitation, 





816 


About the time of the return of Saad-ed-Dowleh to this country I had occasion to 
call on Sipahdar, and asked him in the course of conversation what he thought of the 
step. At the time he warmly commended it, and spoke strongly in favour of Saad-ed- 
Dowleh, Later, however, reports reached me contradicting this favourable attitude, 
and stating that Sipahdar disapproved of Saad-ed-Dowleh. I soon came to the 
conclusion that he was, as usual, hesitating as to which side he should take, or, more 
cortvotly, to see which side he would be forced to adopt by the Russians and Shuja-ed- 
Dowleh,’ This problem was solved a few days before Christmas, when Sipahdar 
received a telegram from Saad-ed-Dowleh, or one of his agents, declaring that all 
should work in harmony for a common end ‘Thereupon ¢ mesting iwas held ab tho 
house of Sipahdar for the purpose of drawing up a plan of action, ‘This meeting was 
attended by Shyja-ed-Dowleh, Basir-es-Sultauch, Sardar Rashid (Rashid-ul-Mulk), 
and carefully selected “representatives” of the notables, ecclesiastics, and merchants of 
‘Tabria As a result of this mecting other carefully packed meetings were held at, the 
houses of various reactionaries, or of persons too intimidated to protest against their 
houses being put to such a use, At these jeneral dissatisfaction was 
expressed with the Cabinet, and particularly with the influence of the Bakbtiaris in 
it was resolved that a cabinet ought to be formed w ad-ed-Dowleh as 
Otherwise Azerbaijan would secede and form an independent Govern- 
cominunicating this decision to the British and Russian 
consilates, declared himself to be iu agreement with the result of the meeting. The 
dooision was also telographed to twas taken in the orgin 
tation of tho meutinge by the Tman Junio and the Mujatheds Haji Mirza, assur and 
Haji Mirza Taki Ainok 
Av this time the British and Russian consulates were inundated by telegrams from 
Various contres in the provines, making the same demands as those resolved upon at 
the mectings in Tabri tators here assembled at the telegraph ofice 
and formulated tho following demands :— 


1, That the Regent should not return to Persia, as his weakness and avarice were 
ng ruin to the country. 
42. "The disinissal of the Cabinet and the Bakhtiaris, and the formation of a cabin 
under Saad-ed-Dowleh, 
8, A protest against the Belgian officials, espocially against the property tax, and 
the tax of kran on all slaughtered animals 


About the samo time certain mullahs boyan to preach against the Belgians, so 

dread baked trom wheat sold by the Belgians on behalf of the Government was u 

and should not be eaten, ‘This part of the agitation wa ;, complete 

T shall reserve my comments on it tor a later despatch desling geverally with the Belsian 
‘Administration, but there is vo doubt iu my mind that these additional demands were 
inserted in order to draw into the agitation as many malcontents as possible, tor 
naturally all the large land-owners object to being obliged to pay their taxes, 

On the 4th Jautary [returned Sipabiar’s New Year's call, aud as my conversation 
on this occasion lias boen aeriously misrepresented, T shall deal with it in some detai 
Hin Bxcelloney vous and excited, asked me what my opinion was about 
tlie agitation, and 4 . I replied that the British Min 
was pained and surprised that his B: iey should let his name be associated with a 
subversive movement which was not based on the wishes of the people of Azerbaij 
movement, inoreover, which was directed against the Belgians, who were doing th 
best for the regeneration of the country. I did not get through all this without 
froguent interruptions on the put of his Exsullenoy, and X shuld not be surprised 
iia only listened to part of it, and had jumped to the conclusion that I was censurin, 
him for lis opposition to the Bokhtiaris, He finally made the following reph i 
fle, Bull Miter that Tans oppomed tothe Gakhilares, bak hae ai ot Sn spar 
of Sand-ed-Dowleh, nor am T opposed to the Belgians, whom 1 am helping with all the 
mean in any power . 

T asked him to dissociate himself from the agitators and to issue a proclamation 
expressing his disapproval of them. I also urged him to leave central polities to the 
‘two legations, whom | knew to be auxious for the formation of a strong Central Govern. 
ment, ind to turn his attention to local affairs, such as the punishment of the murderers 
of M, Dumez, 

He replied that if he issued the proclamation I suggested his life would be in 
danger, and went on to denounce the Bakhtiaris for their greed and the number of 
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governorships in their possession, and suddenly asked me why Great Britain supported 
the Bakhitiaris and did not press for their dismissal, 

T answered that, so far as I was aware, we had only supported the Bakhtiaris in 
trying to restore onder in their own country, and that as regarded their dismissal, it was 
not a matter to be settled abruptly, as I understood that they had a considerable 
number of troops in Tehran, and that to turn them out of office and deprive them of 
their governorships against their will would require a force which at present it would 
not be eaxy to find in Persia, I then again urged him to issue a proclamation, and left 
after reminding him that he bad the good-will of the two legations, 

‘The agitation continued for several days more, and on the 7th instant the karguzar, 
who had refused to attend at the telephraph office, was ordered to close his court. This 
order, which I have seen, was signed by the three mujtaheds to whom I have already 
referred, and on the Lith instant I protésted strongly to the Imam Juma, through the 
munshi of this consulate, against this interference with foreign interests. ‘The Imam 
Juma, with whom I am not personally acquainted, replied that he had only obeyed the 
Popular wish, and adler much desulfory- talk seut tue/a message ty tholofct tint ho 
would give me his personal guarantee that if the ex-Shah retuned he would be 
Anglophil and not Russophil, Tam informed that my protest, which became generally 
known, considerably annoyed the agitators, a 

From this time on the agitation against the Cabinet, gradually died down and took 
the frm of permecution of the karguar, The people by dares Ieft thy talagragh 
office, and an attempt was made to gather them together in the mosques, but the 
meetings were poorly attended, and the agitation isnow practically at an end. 

‘The persecution of the karguzar has also, thanks to the instructions of M. Poklewsky, 

minated in favour of Sherif-ed-Dowleh, but at one time it looked very serious for 

Heinformed me with tears in his voiee, that:the representatives of the mujtaheds, 
three of whom I saw at. the karguzari, had’ closed his office and ordered him to leave 
Tabriz at once, He also said that the 


it, and on anoth 
Sherif-ed-Dow 
Tt would have been extremely inconvenient. had Sherif-ed-Dowleh been obliged to 
depart before the arrival of a successor, as he would have been replaced by his wecond 
assistant, Wassik-ed-Dowlel, who has behaved so outrageously in the only three cases 
relating to British interests with which he hus been’ entrusted thit Uhaye been obliged 
to request the karguzar to exclude him entirely from British affairs, and to decline 
to rososn T find, moreover, that he is a paid agent of the Russian consulate- 
eneral, 
Sti Aarmattors now staud Sher sleh is successful, but Lvery 
bo posible or dasiruble for him toremain hero much Longe, ashe has mu ery power 
‘enemies, and his head is so easily turned by success that I am affaid he will take to his 
IN TBALIOTOE (SEsTsosaiid BSttetd (Arable aM ores cer flan popular with the 
Russians, who, quite correctly, suspect him of Liberal tenden ich ane not at present 
very acceptable in Azerbaij ‘i 
As [have already suggested, the subversive movement probably originated with 
ho was avware that he had favourable soil for a neuctionary agitation 
n the persons of Shuja-ed-Dow idar, and the various Russian agents, 
comnection it is interesting to notice that the British agent at Maraghn, the 
private preserve of Shuja-ed-Dowleh, reports that. the movement there is supposed to 
Mave been inspired by Seailod-Dowleh, Shajared-Dovleh, and Sipaldas, 
An attempt has been made in certain quarters to assert that the agitation had a 
Nationalist origin. ‘The evidence cited for this is in reality evidence against. the 
It is that the merchants were invited to go to the telegraph office 
by H uzakenani, is true, was a very prominent Nationalist, and is, L 
Dolieve, still one at heart, He is one of the most highly respected merehants er 
frst to take bast in the British oonsulate-genoral in 1906, He then saved the 
huja-ed-Dowl y huja-ed-Dowleh eal the obligation, as 
cldi would otherwise certainly have beon hanged by the Russians, But since 
n so entirely in the power of Shuja-ed-Dowleh that the mere fact of” 
ss shows that Shuja-ed-Dowleh has instigated the movement, 
itation could take place in Tabriz. without the approval 
4M 
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6f Shuja-ed-Dowleh, I have direct evidence of his complicity. On the 27th December 
he gave a luncheon party, to which he invited many notables, ecclesiastics, and mer- 
hans, One of the latter who w 8 ‘whom I have very great confidence, 
informed me that Shuja inversation a political turn, and after the 
usual investives aga i tiatis, urged all those present to 
collect in the telegraph ollice and telegraph their complaints to Tebran, This I 
consider conclusive evidence of Shujacet-Dowlel’s complicity. He probably carried 
Sipahdar with him, though T suspect that the lstter was not unwilling. ‘The obstinate 
refusal of my Russian colleague to admit Shujaed-Dowleh’s guilt has been very 
° At the very pent of the agitation remarked to him 
J-Dowleh chind the movement. He, however, maintained 
it, and that the author of the trouble was 
Afterwards, when the Russian consulate-g 
\ujaced-Dowleh was th 
hi zed the karguzar with having telegraphed th 

‘The karguvar denied it, and the same day a tel om the Russian Minister 
d my Russian colleayne that it was I who had fur ished the information. I 
‘admitted that I had doueso, and added that J could prove Shuja-ed-Dovsleh’s complicity. 
Theroupon M. Préobragensky acknowledge leh might be involved, 
but that | wg under th ders of Sipahdar, and that the real instigators of 

the trouble were Nix ‘nd Basirses-Sultanch. I had some difficulty 

ig this infor ing seriousness, as Nizam-ed-Dowleh is a qu 

id little tan, who leaves the country at the first sign ofa disturbance, but who was 
coorced into attending the meetings, as Shuja-ed-Dowleh is living in part of his house, 

nist: consider ine singularly ill-informed if he imagines that L 
ions of Basi ith the Russian consulate-general, 
ag 0 prominently involved is by itself sufficient proof that the 
movernont had Russian support. proof is that alinost t 
the mosques with their followers were ext Russophils: Sarda 
Dowleh (the steward of Shujased-Dowleh), ultaneh, Imam Juma, 
others, 

M, Pedobrayensky is in a very unenviable positi the Russian Legation in 
Aebshi os ore wus. aa Ml Mieke Bh Boba tia other side, ho te cought 
botween two tires Mo make matters worse M. Miller docs not issue his mandates 
dive votly. to M. min ieates with M. Wiedensky, who, as I have 
ro r c i. measures without consulting his chief, If the 
juttow voluses to sanction es he runs the risk of being the vietim of intri 
av St. Petorsburgh, and of suddenly finding a mine sprung vnder his feet. So, being: 
i weak man, he takes refuge in obstinacy, and such misstatements as 1 have already 
quoted. Although he has never spoken to me of the real eause of his trouble, he bas 
told me that he yot nothing but reprimands from M. Poklowski, and that hie ix 50 
weary: of the whole business that he applied for a post in Burope, which is equivalent 
to applying for his pension, but that his application was refts 

M. Millor has written to several people here ( 
sayiny that ho hopes to return here very shortly, but 1 bel 
very inprolable, Lesould be extremely regrotable ax his poliy is evidently in confit 

thit of the Russian Legation, and the fortunate termination of the agitation here 


is ively due. to the firmness with which the Russian Minister bas insisied on 
is inst 


Dowleh, 
ine ho woul wore to erento a general publi op 


uurn of Moliatnmed Ali, Juma has even stated that yow Azerbaijan had 


done her share, and that the agitators had telegraphed to other provinces to follow 
their example, 


‘Whe land-owners and the clerzy, who are also mostly land-owners, are inspired by 


the hope of getting rid of the Belgians and capable financial administration, which 
sould enable them to evade paying their taxes. 


coerced, in many eases by lirute force, into taking part 


he Russian, mot ci v vas evidently the hope of 
disturbances, which would enublo Russia to tighten her grip on Azerbaijan. Even as it 
ig, tore reo lias suffered, severely, and it may be surmised that what other 
foreign ies Haye lost Russia has gained. 
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The agitation has had one result, of which its authors are probably unaware, 
and which would trouble them very much if they realised it, When 1 first eame 
to Tabriz the Nationalist party seemed dead, and all desire for a constitution appeared 
4o have departed. But since the recent agitation the latent fires of Nationalism have 
Droken out again, only flickering, itis true, but quite sullicient, to show that there is 
fa warm feeling for a constitution ready to appear at « favourable opportunity. Several 
Persians have recently assured me that there is a strong Nationalist opin 

wiiich does not dare to show itself openly, and Europeans here who know the natives 
Jntimately confirm this. ‘The steps taken lately by the reactionary party have therefire 
$0 far failed in their object of forcibly creating a reactionary public opinion that they 
have roused to some extent the hidden consciousness of constitutionalisin, 

Thave, &e, 
N. PATRICK COWAN. 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived March 10.) 

(No. 33.) 

Sir, Tehran, Pebruary V5, 1013. 
IN continnation of my despatch No. 20 of the 22nd ultimo, T have the honour to 

report that His Majesty"s acting vice-consul at Resht lias recorded the following move- 

ments of Russian troops during the past four weeks :— 


On tho night of the 25th January two officers and eight infantry, with threo two- 
wheoled carts containing arms and’ ammunition or military stores, left, Resht for 
Kazvin; on the night of the 26th ya farther detachment of 260 infantry 
din Resht from Russia, and «l'on the following day for Kazvin ; on the 

ry arrived at Resht from Kazvin, and left for Enzeli and 


A correspondent at Kazvin, writing undor dato the 20th January, roported that 
Russian troops had arrived there recently, making tho total ‘strength of the 
jan garrison about 2,200 men. ‘The new men appeared to he raw reernits, and to 
ostly: very young. 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNI 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Kidward Grey.—(Reeeived March 10.) 
(No. 34.) 
Sir, Tehran, Vebruary 16, 1913. 

T WOULD venture to represent that it would appear to mo that the constant 
comparison in Parliament and in the public press between the condition of the roads 
in Southern and Northern Persia, to the great disparagement of those in that part of 
the country where British interests are chielly represented, is hardly fair, It is true 
that there’ is almost complete security on the two important trade routes. by which 
Russian products enter Persia, and that the Russian customs regulations dobar other 
Enropean trade from using those roads in a large measure. Trefer, of course, to the 
Enveli-Kazvin-Tehran roud, and to the Julfa~Tabriz-Kazvin-Tehran road. On the 
other roads in the sorthern’ sphere the security is little, if any, greater than it is on 
the southern roads. ‘The routo from Kazvin to Hamadan was until quite recently 
infested by brigands, and it is now only gradually being cleared by the strenuous 
(forts of the gendarmerie, whilst its continuation from Hamadan to the ‘Turkish 
frontier is in a deplorable state. The exactions on this section of the so-called road- 
‘guards would appear to beeven more excessive than on the Shiraz-Bushire road, whilst 
faravans and travellers are constantly plundered. ‘The Meshed~Tebran road has been 
practically impassable for months on account of the presence of Turcoman raiders. 
Mr. Meriton, of the Indo-European telegraph department, was attacked and roughly 
treated, tivo of his attendants being shot, near Meiomeh only a short time ago, whilst 
Mr. Nelson, of the Imperial Bank of Persia, was forced to retrace his steps about the 

wand proceed to Meshed by way of Asterabad. ‘The ‘Tchran-Ispaban road 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 450. 


Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 
No, 80.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Shiraz, January 23, 1913. 

‘THE, following is my idea for the withdrawal of the regiment to the coast. As 
arms caravan from Bushire is coming up to Shiraz in the spring, and the gendarmerie 
here will march down the road to act as an escort for it, ‘The Central India Horse 
might wccompany the gendarmes as fir as they go along the road. Colonel Hjalmarson 
find Coloncl Douglas would, of course, have t9 armnge Inter the actual details of the 
move. Some local levies would also be available, and such men of the Governor 
General's new foroe as might be ready and armed at the time, ‘The total strength 

ight then be estimated roughly 1, composed as follows : 
cavalry regiment, 420; gendarmerie from Shi il lemen, &e., say, from 
700 t6 800, Major Brandel, with another force, will accompany the arms caravan from 
Bushire, and these two forces should be sufficiently strong to force a passage against 
any opposition likely to be offered to them, Probably it could be arranged that th 
force coming from Bushire should advance as far as Horasjun, possibly even to i 
The forces would meet at « selected point, the Central India Horse would conti 
march to Bushire, whilst the gendarmerie would return to Shiraz with the arms 
caravan, 

My personal opinion i that sinall risk would be involved by proposed move. ‘Tribes 
would be discoucerted by the fet of the advance being made from two directions, and 
in any case it scems to me tha the force would be quite effective and strong enough to 
ingpiy rset, {do not think it likely chat any resiatance at ll would bo offred 


under the circumstances, ‘The arms caravan might be accompanied by detachment of 


our infantry from Bushire if considered desirable in order to make the operation still 
more secure, Tt would return to Bushire with the Central India Horse when the 
Tntter leave the wing of th 

At any rate, it will be, 
resents itself for extricatin, 
‘would also be i suitable month for land and sen journ 
bo less eapablo of offuring serious opposition than at other times, being then on 
migration, 

T should bo glad if you would consult Colonel Douglas separately, He agrees 
enerally with the views which [have expressed above, and considers that the project 
is feasible, and presents no undue risks. 


Enclosure 3 in No, 456, 


j Sir W. Townley to Major O'Connor. 
(eloraphic) Ps Tehran, January 25, 1913. 
PLEASE give Colonel Douglas the following, message -— 


“O'Connor ling doubtless shown you his ums to me on the subject of the 
proposed withdrawal of the regiment. 1 entirely share the view as to the desirability 
TEM sopsnisb nving Parva’ hs soon ea tia’ Ux soavealent, bab T stould very ict 
like your opinion as to the suitability of the occasion and method suggested. I'am not 
aufaid that the regi bbe molested on their way to the coast, and it appears to 
ne useless Tuletnitly cooped up ta/SHiras: It has oscurred to an6 


ep 
night perhaps prefix to march your men down independently of the 
dL imagine that such « course would not entail any risk of attack. 
s conduct of the regiment whilst at Shiraz has been exemplary, and T should like to 
study your wishes as far as may be possibl 
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Enclosure 4 in No, 4564 


Major O'Connor to Sir W, Townley. 

(No. 33.) 

(Telegraphic.)_P. Shiraz, January 26, 1913, 
COLONEL DOUGLAS telegraphs as follows :— 


“Persian assistance would not be of much use in ease of serious fighting, and in 
any case [ should, of course, much prefer to march the regiment down independently of 
the gendarmerie or other Persian support, An attack on the regiment is a possibilit 

which must, in my opinion, be taken into consideration, though I do not myself 
consider it likely to happen, But I think we should be the better for some support, as 
there are many places on the road where a small force of cavalry encumbered by a largo 
convoy would have to fight ata great disadvantage, A small force of infuitry sent 
from Bushire to Kamarij might aiford this support. From Kamarij they could hold 
any-icTurkhan and afterwards assist in guarding dangerous defiles there and at 
Daliki, But i the political efiers here aud at ushire consider the chances of our 
being attacked so small as to justify risk of journey, Tam ready to move without the 
support indieated above, If militory operations on a larger Seale are not likely to 
take place in the near future the regiment would welcome orders to, leave Persia, 
Dut they would deeply regret missing any chance of exacting retribution themselves 
for the numerous attacks made on them by the tribesmen of Southern Pe 


Enclosure 5 in No, 456. 


Sir W. Townley to Lieutenant-Colonet Sir P. Cox. 
(No. 43.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, January 2; 191 
it ng are Colonel Douglas's views on the question of the early withdrawal 
hiraz ; in this connection please seo all Major O'Connor's previous 
telegrams on the subject. 4 
Tt appears to me that if we withdraw the regiment now it ix equiva 
announcing that. His Majesty's Government do not contemplate a punitive expediti 
Bat, apart from that, it seems to ine that, the sug; is one which requires careful 
consideration, and I should be very grateful for your opinion, 
Colonel Douglas says :— 


[For text of Colonel Douglas's telegram see Enclosure No, 4,] 


Josure 6 in No. 456. 


Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 55.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Bushire, January 31, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 43 of the 28th January. 

mathising fully with the regiment, the unsatisfustoriness of wliose 
position I entirely ay [do not consider that the question of their withdrawal 
tan be treated from a detached and local standpoint. It should, in my opinion, depend 
entirely on the policy of His Majesty's Government. 

Tf the latter decide that 10 action is to be taken in the spring, and that they will 
wait til the autumn and see what happens, then, in my judgment, the regiment should 
stay at Shiraz until the autumn, ae =a Mi 

If His Majesty's Government, on the other hand, state either in the spring or in 
the autumn that they have definitely decided not’ to take any active. measures 
themselves, but are ready to give financial and moral support to the Per 
Government until the latter ar Yosition to recover control and to restore ode 
then the intention of His Majesty's Goverument to recall the regiment as a {ctor 
in that policy might be publicly announced at the same time and then be carried 
into effect, If the gendarmerie had not by then the Kazerun route as a whole 
sufficiently under their working control to preclude risk of attack, the regiment could 
be withdrawn vid Ispalian or even by the Firuzabad route, as, after sucli a declaration, 
it would doubtless be quite possible to come toa friendly understanding with Soulet 
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for immunity from attack in that direction ; my own personal opinion, however, is that 
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She regiment shoud march, ou as Creu Henly cust, ad dently and on 

their own cmative, that they should be withdrawn incidentally ae = 

in the course of adequate sures taken by ourselves for the control of the is) Major: O’Connor to Sir W. Townley. 

road, ‘There are, in'my opinion, grave objections to their extrication under the wing ienrephicy MrT 







of the gendarmerie and the Governor-G vral’s force without any declaration or certain 
policy ‘on the part of His Majesty's Gove 

yy the gendarmerie and Governor-Gi 
‘out of it by both, and from what we have sex 
capital out of it. 

Lastly, I do not that the military authorities would look at the suggestion 
that the sinall party here, acting as if in a hostile country, could or should march out 
from Bushire ahd endeavour to hold the passes between Busbire and Kazerun, including 

Purkhan—a proposal which, according to my own personal ideas, is altogether 
impracticable and unsound. 





YOUR telegram No. 25 of the 2nd February. 
Following from Colonel Douglas :— 


“| fully appreciate objections to any appearance of our moving to Bushiro 
escorted by gendarmerie, but if O'Connor's suggestion were adopted this would largely 
be obviatell by our co-operating with them in bringing up their arms and ammunition. 
Teis essential for this purpose that. our troops should accompany gendarmerio from 
Bushire as well as from here, and in that case I think combined forces would be 
sufficiently strong to obviate any chanoo of attack by Kashkculis. 

“This arrangement is not ideal, but it appears to me that tmloss His Majesty's 
Government are going to send an expedition in the autumn, in which caso it, would 
doubtless be better that we should stay, there is no hope of any improvement in the 

is any moro favourable opportunity: for withdrawing us likely to occur 
dT cannot look with equanimity of prospect of the indefinite retention 
nt in Persia under circumstances which ate necessarily injurious to its 
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Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley, u 
(No, 39.) 
(Wolexraphic.) Shiraz, February 1, 1913, 
FOLLOWING from Colonel Douglas 
“T shall be grateful if you will inform me as soon as possible whether regiment 
is likely to bo withdrawn in, the spring or not, as in the latter case T must: make 
arrangements Immediately for supply of necessary stores and equipment.” 


efficiency. 
“Te is not for me to give an opinio 
local political situation, but I would po 


on the effect our withdrawal would have on 
out to your Exeellency that since January, 
last year regiment has been treated not as an active force but rather as a source of 
‘embarrassmet it was desirable to remove on the first: opportunity, and T can 
ink its retention in this position can have anything but a han 
British prestige.” 
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Sir W. Townley to Major O'Connor. x ‘ 
(No, 25.) Major O'Connor to Sir W. Touenley, 

(Melegraphie) Pe Bushive, (No. 44) men 

THEAVIS. considered vory carefully the question of the (Tolgraphic) Bo f Shivas, February 4, 1913. 

rogiment from Shiraz; T have also invited the views of His Ma YOUR telegram No. 25 of the 2nd Rebrua : x 
Bushire pject. We both agree that neither the t Before opening a discussion on the subject of the withdrawal of the Central India 
withdrawal are suitable, thou lly app Horse it must, [ think, be recognised that the choice of two evils present itself to us 
nosition from the point of view of the regiment, and sympathise with them most His Majesty's Government are necessarily placed in an awkward position by the 


isting circumstances, and wo are confronted: with 
Reulties both in policy of retention and that of withdrawal, It is not aq ideal 
wwe must Sevk to obtain, but the one which is the least objectionable, 

Siew Lill enavour to reply to the objection which your 
‘ox have raised to my proposdls + 







cartily. 

‘hat the gendarmerie should escort. a British regiment down the road to the coast 
doos not soein to me secuily or in keeping with the dignity of the British army ; on the 
other hund, if the suguestion is adopted of detaching the British force from Bushire to 
natch out und meet the regiment and accompany it over the difficult portions of the 
on of the road, Ido not think it would be possible to. prevent the men 
ing that it was © conce ent to punish Mabomed Ali Khan 
Kashkuli or othor suspected persons, ase the regiment would probably be 
‘attacked at a disadvantage before a junction between the two parties had been 
effected, 

Further, the political hori 
of the Swedish gendarmerie ends in fa 


Breen of th regent ber in 













solution whic! 































by no means clear, it may well be that the mission 

ire, and that His Majesty's Government may 
find themselves obliged to abandon their present pacific policy in the autumn, It is 
true that the new Cabinet is a strong one, but they will be unable from want of money 
to earry on the adn a MRIGee ope loan oa ed Te al cree apoio 
to foretell what the future may hold in store for this country. I have also reason to 
believe that the presence of the ment at Shiraz acts as a deterrent to certain 
lements antagonistic to the Governor-General whose. position would in consequence 
cee tle egiment to leave, “I therefore consider it undesirable under’ the 
av demstances that the regiment should be withdrawn at the present moment, 

Proy expreas to Colonel Douglas and to the regiment my most sincere regret that 
Tani unable to recommend their withdrawal this spring. You should also discuss the 
Above with the Colonel. Ihave not yet referred the matter to Sir E, Grey because I 
fal that could not rezommend it but 1 am ‘quite ready to entertain and submit to 
‘His Majesty's Government, should you so desire, any suggestions which aj r to you. 
ee diay ea amneeeubae | 




































especially wh 
such conditi 




























infantry. It would undoubtedly be pret Z 
dis escort, but under the circumstances it is not possible to attain this idea 

2, With rafornen to your objection that an atiack on the regiment might. bo 
provoked by the advanes of troops from Bushire, I concur in Colonel Douglas's view 
That the Kashkutis would be the rather deterred than provoked by the strength of 
the combined forces. In my telegram No, 30 of the 23rd January I have referred to 
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‘of the question 90 far outweigh the political ones that the best course to adopt would be 
for Colonel Douglas to submit the matter for the opinion of the Indian military 
‘authorities, Should the Government of India (to whom it appears from Sir P. Cox's 
telegratn No. 66 of the ath February all;the correspondence has been submitted) consider 
that the withdrawal of he regiment vould Le justified from the military point of Vw 
by the arguments adduced, they will doubtless seek the views of His Majesty's 
Government, who willask me in their turn for my own. f 

Colonel Hjalmarson has no objection to the proposal, but before giving me « definite 
answer is asking Major Siefvert confidentially for his opinion. ‘The colonel is quite 
eonvinced that he will be obliged to fight either on his way down to Bushire or on his 


reburn journey. 
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Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 





(No. 
(Telegraphic.) 

BLEASHE vefor to Bushi sam No. 66 of the Sth February. 

T venture to suggest for your Bxcelioney’s consideration that difficulties in the 
Porsian Gulf constitute no. argument in favour of retention of an Indian cavalry 
regiment in Shiraz If, as Sir B, Cox anticipates, dispatch of 200 infantry from Bushize 
ona. tninor expedition which sould aot ast more than a fortnight would seriously 
imperil the safety of Bushire and would interfere with punitive measures on the Gulf 
Iittoral, it. would seem possible to reinforoe Bushire temporarily from Jask, or by landing 
party of blugjackets. At any,rate, this js question of detail which does not materially 
Affect arguments bearing on tlie desirability or otherwise of withdrawal of regiment, 








Shiraz, February 7, 1913. 








































(11026) No, 457. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—{Recetved March 10.) 
No. 37.) 
in Yehran, Rebruary 16, 1913. 
AS was the , the relations between the Bakhtiaris and the Sheikh of 





asiness. SardariJang is reported to be’ at 
like menaces at the head of a considerable force, whilst the 
sheikh is at Nasir determined, it is said, to repel any hostile Bakhtiari inroad. ‘The 
© myaintal sembled at Malimir is intended to support the 

‘nor of Behbehan in punitive measures to be directed against the Kubgel 
is no intention of taking any steps of a hostile nature towards the 


ising some un 

















that 
Dut there is some reason to believe that the assurances given here do not, or di 
tally with the instructions sent to Sardar-iJang, 


he cause of the present quarrel is the possession of certain lands known as the 
Jarrahi Jans that the khans acquired from Mushir-ed-Dowleh last summer, despite 

‘niont made with the sheikh in 1908, under which it was arranged that the sh 
‘could purehase these lands, whieh ‘aro clearly in the Arab country. ‘The breach 
Of tho 1908 dyceement is not so serious as it would have been, had not both pa 
to italready broken every one of its articles, "The Jatrahi lands aro divided up into 
two sections, one belonging to Nizam-es-Sultanch and the other until recently to 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh, ‘The sheikh holds the Nizam’s lands on a mortgage, called a 
friendly arrangement, aud he has for some years held the Mushir’s lands on lease. 

‘Whe Bakhtiatis clearly acquired the lands for the sole purpose of selling them at a 
high prive to the sheikh, who offered the Mushir-ed-Dowlel 10,000 tomans, say 2,000L., 
for then about three years ago, in the confident belief that no one else could oF would 
buy them. Last year however the Bakhtiaris came forward with an offer of 15,000 
tomans, say 3,000, which the Mushir accepted. Having bought the lands, the 
Bakhtiaris have liad to bluff to send up the price. ‘To do so, they have threatened to 
take forcible possession of the lands, with the result that the sheikh, has collected a 
small army to oppore them, and announces his intention of fighting. I have been 
for some time to induce the khans to sell the land to the sheikh, but the 

ni th ter offers tote, Meanwhil the people of Arabistan 
anid the representatives of British interests in those parts are considerably alarmed lest 
a struggle should ensue, 























































Thave warned the khans that they will incur the grave displeasure of His Majesty's 
Government if there is any breach of the peece, and I have hinted that we might n 
‘our displeasure by secking the removal from their offices of certain Bakhtiari 
governors. The last phase of the question was the recent, dispatch of a, telegram by 
Sardar Assad to Sardar-i-dang ordering him to lease the lands to the sheikh for three 
years. Iam personally convinced that the Bakhtiaris have no intention of fighting, 
Dut in their eagerness to bluff the sheikh into giving them a good prico for the lands 
they have created an anxious situation which it will take some time to calm down. 

Another question in dispute between the parties is the amount of compensation 
that the sheikh should pay for damage done to Bakhtiari property at Akili, near 
Shustar, last spring when the sheikh’s Arabs captured that place and pillaged th 
villages of Akili, The sheikh claims that no compensation is due from him, because he 
occupied Shustar under instructions from the Persian Government. 

‘When both parties have realised that the one doos not mean to fight unless he is 
attacked, and that the other has no real intention-of attacking, it, may be possible for 
His Majesty's consular officers on the spot to assist in the settlement of their differences 
by means of an arrangement acceptable to both. 

Thave repeatedly spoken to the khans here most seriously upon this subject, and 
Thave impressed npon them that there must on no account be any breach of the peace. 
Tvs most difficult to argue with them, because the one always endeayours to shift the 
responsibility on to another, whilst all'profess such deop affection for Great Britain and 
such readin i out my wishes, so that nothing may be 
done to dai ig is taken out of my representations 
almost before Chave had time to make them, I have constantly urged that instead of 
troubling the peace of Arabistan, the Bakhtiari soware would’ be better employed in 

ing for and inflicting condign punishment upon the brigands who attacked 
Lieuteniant Bullock near Dopoulan, Tam assured that the necessary stops to this end 
will be taken as soon as the winter is over and the Bakhtiaris ean reach the. somewhat 
inaccessible village occupied by the semi-Bakhtiaris semi-Kubgelui tribe, with a touch 
of Boir Ahmedi blood in thom that is said to have been responsible for the outrage. 

Thave, &c. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Sir W. Townley to 





Eudiwarid Grey.—(Recoived March 10.) 
(No. 39.) 
Sir, 





‘Telwan, February 17, 1913. 
herewith the usual monthily summary of events 
7th February. 





" T HAVE the honour to tran 
in Persia for the four weeks end 








Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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nmary of Heents in Persia for four weeks ending Mobruary 17. 





Tehran. 


‘Tho Cabinet—The new Cabinet, which, on the whole, is approved by popular 
inion in the capital, is negotiating with the two legations for an advance. It has 
‘ven a concession for the Julfa~Tabriz Railway, with extension to the north of Lake 
rumia and prefereutial right to coustruct a railway from Tabriz to Kazvin to the 
Banque d’Escompte, the coucessionnaire of the Julfa~Tabriz, road. It has granted to 
the Persian Railways Syndicate a two years option for the Mobammerali-Khoremabad 
Railway, on the understanding that a joint survey will be made by the Persian 
Government and the syndicate, on the conclusion of which the Persian Government, 
shall be at liberty cither to grant a concession to the syndicate for the construction of 
the railway, or to commission the syndicate to construct a State railway for the 
Persian Government. 
Diplomatic and Consular Changes.—Prinee Henri'von Reuss, the German Minister, 
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accompanied by Baron von Friesen, secretary of legation, arrived here on th 

Ghengh Me iuanuhbeteaare chargé d'affaires, left Tehran before 
mn M. Schtritter, the new Russian consul-general, 
Mr, Wadsworth, secretary to the American Legation, has also 






has arrived at Tehran, 
arrived at Tehran, 


‘ W. A. SMART. 
Tehran, February V7, 1913. pater 














Asterabad, 





a '-Dowleh left Asterabad in the middle of January and proceeded with a 
Tureoman force against Nardin, He does not appear, however, to have entered that 
to have turned southwards and joined the Tehran-Meshed road at Meiomei, 
" aawar on the 7th February and was joined by the brigand Jeb: 
He is now reported to be marching towards Meshed. 
‘One hundred families of Russian subjects are reported to have 
es cast of the town, and to be colonising the region. 
















Kazvin, 









e Sipahlar has arrived at Baku from Tabriz. 
hundred Russian troops arrived at the end of January at Kazvin, bringing 
ngth of the Russian force stationed in the town up to'about 2,200, No men 
appoar to have left Kazvin lately, 





Meshed. 


once again started to exercise pressure on the 
i purchaso of « part of the Palace garden where 
is intended to erect a Russian hospital, When the question was first brought: up in 
Tuly 1912 His Majesty's consul-gencral entered a strong protest against the sale of the 
rty, ns the Iussian plans included the opening of a road opposite His Majesty's 
oral, The Taabler wy nob rested then, Ui Te appears Hel that this 

An authorities will be forced to comply with Prince Dabija’s demand. 
nister at | Tha expressed his inability to-take aby action in 





















Tho Ru 
the matter 
The quarantine against Afghanistan has at last b 
by His Malou con 











7 abolished, ‘The deputation 
s consil-goueral of Captain Wiliou, LMS, to Karez, and the region of 
tho supposed epidemic, appears to have contributed not a little to this satisfictor 
Soyyid Mirza Husein, [zz-ul-Mamalek, a member of the Meshed Karguzar 
oon appointed to Birjand, He has er, quitted Meshed. 
Mr, Nelson, of the Imperial Ban ved vid Shalrud aud Krasnovodae 
taki, Russian muilitary attaché at Seistan, left for his post 
Russian officers have ing in and surveying Kalat-i-Nadiri 
district. 





Step. 
has 
























and the Bujnw 


Seistan, 








Ou the 16th Decemb offioers and 100 sowars attempted to take sanctuary in 
His Majesty's consulate to demand the arrears of their pay, and to protest, against 
the reduced scale of payment which has bes tituted for the future, The five 
flicors were allowed to eter the consulate to represent. their grievances, and remained 
n bast for forty-eight hours, On the 18th His Majesty's consul was able to gi 
them sitisfustory assurances on the authority of the local Belgian director of finance, 
Te would not appear, However, thats dente settlement of the question ns been 
reached, On the oeeasion of guards being required to escort a caravan of British 
{oods to Meshed, the local authorities were obliged to furnish temporarily engaged men, 

Tt is reported that t teal Aik ie etme gasoael elo the Haatind > 
Malk. ‘This REL ReENE may well account for the decrease in the number of 

the season, 

Captain Heron, LMLS., arrived at S 

for India ou the 18th December. 

































an to relieve Captain Hunter, who lett 
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Shiraz, 


The expedition sent from Yer’ under Salari Bahadur against: Marvas (vide 
monthly summaries for December and January) started at; the end of January to 
ravage the district of Baunat. As the Bakhtiaris subsequently entered Fars territory 
and threatened Dehbid, His Majesty's consul at Shiraz telegraphed to His Majesty's 
Minister suggesting that urgent orders should be sent to Salari Bahadur to retire, 
‘Tho-necessary representations were made by the legation to Sardar Assad. Tt appea 
however, that the expedition has succeeded in effecting the capture of the Tutakt 
freebooters, which was its object. ‘These brigands have for long harassed the Yezd— 
Meshed-Kerman roads and molested the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department's lines. 
‘he expedition has now returned to Marvas. 

The Kavam-ul-Mulk recently returned from a tour amongst the Arabs in 

Sarbistan. ‘The object of his expedition was to endeavour to secure some formal 
expression of allegiance from the chiefs of the Khamseh tribes, to pateh up 0 
reconciliation between the Shebani Arabs and his son, Nasr-ed-Dowleh (who last spring 
‘shot one of the Shebani chiefs), and to collect revenue, On the surface the results of 
his tour would appear to be’ satisfuctory ; all the various Khainsch chiefs, with the 
exception of the Baharloos, signed a formal declaration of allegianes to him and paid 
their homage. the Nasr-ed-Dowleh-Shebani_ affair appears to have boon settled, and a 
certain amount of money eollected, Little importance can, however, be placed on these 
forimulwe of good-will and fealty, which cloak but do not cover the decay of the old 
feudal iybusnees in Fars desny in which more than any other the authority of the 
involved, 
Darya Begi returned to Kazerun on the 26th January, his mission to: the 
Kehans of Dashtistan having proved a complete fire, His party was at one peta 
ndanger of being ambushed by Mahomet Ali Khan Kashkuli at angi ‘Turkan, but 
‘escapedl by strategy. 

Caravane aro-passing freely to and from Shiraz, but heavy tolls are still being 
levied between Tangi Turkan and Kazerun, 



































Kerman. 


Lorimer 
nsvlyes 





His Majesty's consul arrived on the 10th January, On the road Captai 
had interviews with Zangham-iNizam and Sa'id-i-Nizam, ‘They showed th 
endly and willing to co-operate with the Governor-General. 

A fufakham has appointed persons of his suite as Governors of Sixjan, 
Rudbar, Aqta, and Afshar. 

‘The Bhuder Abbas road appears to be safe, and travellers and enravans are passing 

up and down without molestation, 













Kermanshah. 


On the 25th Janvary the Governor-General attacked the Tikhani, Mahmud Khan 
h, ina 





lage outside Kermanshab, to which he had allowed him to retire from 
Hajizadeh’s son was killed, but the [khani himself escaped and proceeded 





to Bisitun. 

‘There has been so improvement. in the condition of the town, Murder and 
robbery under arms appear to be almost nightly gesurenaes, | On the night of the 
2nd January goods to the value of some 1201. belonging to a British firm of Manchester 
‘wore stolen fron a caravanserai; on the 18th January thieves entered the house of the 
Belgian Director of Custonis, disarmed the sowars, nd killed the customs watchman 
‘The guilty in both these cases were well known in the town, but Farman Farma as 
refused to take action on the ground that their arrest, would cause fighting. ‘The 

i ral seem, indeed, tobe boundless, and 
ice hias been brought into a state which 
tore even the most elementary eonditionr 
















of order, 


Ispahan, 





‘The town has been quiet during the last month, and burglaries have been leas 
frequent... Sardar Ashjaa arrived on the 15th January, and ings that date has, been 
coaperating cordially with the financial director. His Majesty's consul-general also 
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xeports that all references regarding British interests made to the Karguzari meet with 
prompt and, in most cases, satisfactory attention. 

_, barge arrivals of earavans from ‘Tehran and Kazvin with Russian goods, and from 
Shiraz with British piece-goods are reported. Information from Abadch shows that 
the road in that region is safe, and caravans passing fresly in both directions. ‘The 
Boir Ahmadis (vide monthly summary for January) continue to escort these, and appear 
to be doing excellent work, their chief, Mullah Ghobad, forbidding them to levy any 
ile dues The yostofes is about to r-esablih postal waggon ervies between 
fspahan and Shirae, 


Ahacaz. 


Ali Mohammed Khan Teybi, @ notorious brigand, has been eaptured, and some 
his men have been killed by Amir Mujahid, Bakhtiari. ‘The disappearance of 

itlaw should contribute to a restoration of order on the Ahwaz road. 
Disturbances are reported from Behbehan. Several tribes of the Kubgilui 
appear to have risen against the Amir Mujahid and to have looted several villages in 
dar-idJang is collecting and dispatching reinforcements 


iow a greatly increased volume of traffic on the Ahwaz road, despite 
tho unfavourable conditions of the weather, 


Yexd. 

‘The friction that has heen growing between the Financial Department at Yea 
and the governor culininated on the 24th January when Sardar-i-Fatteh, Bakhtiari 
stained the local director and sealed up the doors of the revenue offic. ‘This ste 
yes loved by a proclamation stating that all rovenues were henesforth to’ be pai 
0 the governor's axents, 

‘Trade ix reported to be at a standstill, and the Parsee firms of Jehanian and 


Jamshidian have suspended payment, 
COLERIDGE KENNARD, 
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Sir W, Lownley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 
(Xo 40) i Jo a 
TO ced Telwan, Rebruary 18, 1913, 
THE, President of the Council eled upon me this moraing for the. purpose 
of pussing in review the present political situation of the country, and secking my 
ain points, 
ultaiich commenced by expressing the warm appreciation of the Persian 
Goyersinont of ths Jonson used in the Howe of Smog, by Air Aclandl on’ ths 
Vath instant in speaking of Persian affairs. His Highness said that the Ca 
fully alive to the value aud importance of such a public declaration on the part of the 
British Government, whi not only the genuine interest taken in Pers 
r y's Go t, but recorded’ a just. acknowledgn 
| Cabinet at Tehran are prepared to make to improve th 
ultaneh pointed out, however, that the remark made about the summoning of 
‘at an early date did not quite coincide with the views of the Persian 
nt. He and his colleagues are persuaded that it is most desirable that a 
Medjfiss should be called together ut the eafliest possible date convenient, because they 
that the presence of a legislative assembly will strengthen the hands of the 
nent, give great satisfaction to the people of the country, and help very 
materially in the work of restoring order and prosperity. His Highness added that 
the Cabinet felt convinced that: the time had now come when it was desirable that a 
Medjliss should bo summoned, and they were confident that an assombly. would be 
‘lected that would render real service to the State, and be devoid of those i 
Dut obstruct ss that had rendered the work of previous assemblies 
mory or less sterile and genetully unsatisfactory, His Highness added that it was the 
intention of the Government to ereate a “Conseil d’Btat,” which would later on be 
e, us it was felt that an Upper House is needed to control the 
natural exuberan ‘an elective assembly in @ country so new to parliamentary 


{institutions as is Persia, Ala-es-Sultaneh expressed a hope that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment would modify their views as expressed by Mr, Acland, beciuse Persia looked to 
Great Britain for assistance and support in her desire to summon a fresh Medjliss 
‘Alices-Sultaneh then passed to the question of the Regent, and said: that the 
Cabinet had invited Nasr-ul-Mulk to return to Persia, and that it was much hoped that 
he would do so at no distant date, although his Highness bad returned, as is his wont, 
an evasive answer to the Cabinet’s telegram. He expressed an opinion that the Regent 
might render valuable assistance to the present’ Cabinet by his advice, and evinced a 
marked dislike to the idea of a change of Ttegent, Itwas not difficult to get his Highness 
to explain the reasons for his objections, as a word sufficed to make him explain that 
the Cabinet feared that such a step would mean that Saad-ed-Dowleh swould bo imposed 
n Persia, ‘This brought Ali-es-Sultanch to speak of the approaching departure of 
M. Poklewsky, and to express his appreliension lest: he might be replaced by M, Klemm, 
who has become a bugbear in Persian eyes, because his appointment, it is thought, 
Would mean a renewed agitation in favour of Saad-ed-Dowleh, 
nliod that M. Poklowsky himself did not know whether he would return to 
Dut T pointed out that M, Klemm has a well-established reputation as an 
nd agreeable man, and that his, Highness might rest assured, that neither the 
iu Government nor His Majesty's Government would wish to impose anyone on 
Persia who was distasteful to the people so long as Ministers continued to do their duty, 
‘and wor jentiously to reform abuses and carry out, a, progressive policy of « 
nature to benefit Persia, whilst assisting the legitimate desires and rights of her 


rsition now turned upon Salar-ed-Dowlch, ‘The Prime, Minister asked 

* the case to you, Sir, as I had the honour to do in, my telegtam No, 73 

i plained that Salar-ed-Dovleh’s recent bhaviour in 

hiniself at the head of a rebel foreo whilst the terms of his pardon by the 

nent avere under consideration absolved the latter, in his opinion, from 

‘the Russian Legation, which insisted upon 

vernorship of Gilan, with the command of the most-frequented 

by the port of Buzeli and Resht. Alaes-Sultanch pointed 

out tht the last Cabinet’had suggested that Salar should reside at Tehran, but thet 


since tht propel was made the situation bad hanged very materially, because it had 


Ueconie cle 
practically ontside the reach of the 
satisfhotors 


that he was to reside here under Russian protection, and that tie would bo 
ut should his behaviour not prove 


‘king that [had understood from my Russian colleague that Hussian 
protection off Salar-etl-Dowlch would be confined to seeing that the conditions of his 
pardon were sired out, Alen-Sultanel nied, acess thal such wa the 

re, Russian protection went further sometimes de facto than 

led. Tn the present case, he added, one of the conditions was that the title 

to any disputed property claimed by Salar-ed-Dowleh should be tried by law, but the 

Russian Legation had insis rember of the staf should be present at such 
trial, which was equivalent to a judgm in advance in fuvour of Salar, 

The Cabinet considered that the presence of Saad-ed-Dowleh at Tobran, 
and thie protection accorded to Salar-ed-Dowlch, now made it undesirable fi 
the latter to reside here, For the same reason they now objected to his being given 
tee eet ok Governor of Glan, uth beowuse he had lately been again in arms against 
the Persian Government; because he had replied in a ihost insolent inanner to their 
telegrams, sayi had only yielded to please Russia, and that the P 

ment could never have eoereéd him; and because he had so far proc! 

under Russian protection that he had declared that he must have a guard of 
Russian Cossacks at Resht—a pretty position for a Persian Governor-General, and one 
that made it tolerable for Persia to have to yield to Russian insistence. 

‘As I have reported in my above-quoted telegram, M. Poklewski has not consulted 
mo at all about the conditions of Salar-ed-Dowleh’s pardon by the Persian Government, 
in spite of the fact that the two legations made joint representations when the Prince 

possession of Kermanshah last spring. He has informed me of the proceedings 

Thave questioned him about them. 

rom this topic we passed on to the conditions of the new advance proposed by 
Russia, Alaes-Sultanch stated that. the Russian Minister had informad the Minist 
for Foreign Affairs that his Government usked for the same conditions as accompanied 
the advance made last March, nawely, that it should be repayable out of the loan 
when made, should earry 7 per cent. per annum interest, should be secured on tho 


[1602] 4Q 








gd 


northern customs, and should be recoverable out of the surplus of ‘said customs at the 
end of each half-year, that. is to say. the surplus should be pledged in totality for the 
repayment of the advance, Ala-es-Sultaneh said that it would be impossible for Persia 
pt such conditions, adding rment proposed to ask the Rossian 
wnmnent to. accept a fixed halt nt of the curplus of the north 

customs in gradual repayment of the loan, sin ‘ancial life of the country would. 
be stifled if the entire surplus was seized half: y until the advance was paid off, 
Highness asked what would be the attitude of His Majesty's Government as 
regarded their share of the advance, were Persia to be unable to accept the Russian 
rroposals. I replied that it would be well to await the Russian answer to the request 

terms about to be put forward by Persia before raising the questi 

ltanch I have received the visit of the secreta 

in the name of the Mi 


ropayable out of the impending loan, but that in the 
ig, the alvance alll be repayable by bal-yearly instalments out oft 

customs surplus to the amount of 0001.) combiencing 
Yst (14th) January, 1913. Te is represented that Persia must have two y« 
use the customs surpluses for purposes of administration, or the advances will do her 
no good, Interest at the rate of 7. per cent, per annum will be guaranteed on the 
customs revenues, If th 1s do. ot suilice ‘up. the 500,000. tomans 
(roughly 100,001.) yearly refund promised, othe ill be devoted to 
purpose. It is earnestly hoped that His Majesty's Government will accept a similar 
‘arrangement 

‘la-ox-Sultanch also impressed upon me the earnest desire of the Persian 
Government that the Russian Government should mark their appreciation of the 
friendly attitude adopted in the matter of the Julfa-Tabriz railway concession, which 
had boon granted most unwillingly, by withdrawing some part of their troops 
Porwitn aol. His Highness considered that the state of the country. just 
A step, which would go fur to assist the Cabinet in getting the publio to swallow 
bitter pill of the JuliaTabri for the granting of which th 


roving aba on all iden. They could chele this abuse i they cool show that they 


Jhad at least secured the withdrawal of some of the Russian troops in exchan; 

‘Tho Prime Minister also expressed a hope that you, Sir, would support the Persian 
request for Swedish officers ax instructors for the small army it is desired to form, 
T pointed out that it was probable that Sweden eould not supply sufficient officers for 
this foreo and the gendarmerie, ‘That, ess said, would of course alter the 
case, but he much hoped that it would be found possible to ascertain the ws of the 
Sweilish Government. before it was definitely decided that Persia inust look elsewhere 
for her foreign instructors, 

Thave, &o. 
W. TOWNLEY, 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Received March 10.) 


; Tehran, February 19, 1913. 

IN my despatch No. 10 of the 18th January Thad the honour to transmit copy of 
tho Swedish colonel's programme for the guarding of the section of the southern road 
which extends from Yezdikhast to Bushire. 

Solonel Hijalmarson has now sent me a new programme of his general gendarmerie 
dispositions which he has submitted to the Minister of the Interior, and in which his 
estimates of the number of men and amount of funds required for the above-mentioned 
section are somewhat enlarged, ‘The men stationed on the road are to number 1,501, 
While the mobile column will be gradually raised to a strength of 1,796. ‘The ordinary. 
exponses for each of the next two years for the Fansstationary gendarmerie is placed at 
‘about 400,000 tomans (80,0001), while the mobile column increases from 141,000 tomans. 
(28,000k) in the first year to 460,000 tomans (92,000L,) in the second. Extraordinary 
expenses to the amount of 821,000 tomans (64,000/.) are to be incurred on these two 
divisious of the Fars force during the two years (presumably from the 21st March next) ; 
tnaking o total expenditure for that period of abunt 344,000 

With regard to the rest of Persia, Colonel Hjalmarson proposes a considerable 
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‘extension in the sphere of his operations, including an Ispahan contingentto link up the 
‘Tehran and Fars forees, a Kermonshah station, a Kum-Sultanabad contingent, and a 
‘commencement of the Meshed road (Kivanikeif-Semnan), &e. For these. purposes, 
which anticipate the increase of his force to nearly 8,000 men, Colonel Hjalmarson 
States that he requires to augment the number of Swedish instructors by six, and asks 
the Minister of the Interior to take the necessary steps to obtain an authorisation for 
him to bring the total number of Swedish instructors up to twenty-eight, He 
estimates the expenses of his somewhat ambitious plans at no less a sum than 
,000,000 tomans, or 400,001, for the first year, including 64,000L. for the purchase of 
arms and ammunition, 
Thave, kc. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


——EE—— 


Enolosure in No. 460. 
Programme of Gendarmerie Dispositions. 


‘A son Altesse le Ministre de I'intérieur, 

A DIFFERENTES reprises jai ew Vhonneur de présenter aux prédécesseurs de 
votre Altesse au fur et A mesure quils ont été élnborés des. projets dlorganisation de la 
gendarmerie gouvernementale sur les diverses routes :— 

‘Téhéran-Kazvine-Hamadan. 
‘Téhéran-Alichabaz-Mardabad. A 
‘TéhGran--Robat-Kerim-Caravansérai-Sangui. 
‘Téhéran-Ghom-Chourab. 


Chourab-Kachan—Tspa 
Yerdikhast-Chiraze-Bouchir, 


‘Toutes ces organisations, sauf celles de ln route de Chourab-Kachan-Tspahan~ 
Yendikhast, ont meme été déetlées par lo Ministres qui ve sont suceéd & I ntérieur. 
Do ces organisations ayant fait Yobjet de décisions mimstérelles toutes ont été 
exéeutées sauf celles des routes -— 
Kazyine-Resht-Enzal 
Kazvine-Sendjan-Zerghan, 
Yeuiilchast-Chiraze-Bouchir, 
spendant, aprds Yarrivéo  Chiraze des. troupes de gendarmerie organixéos 
Teheran rirues pour To Fars, Yorganisation sur In route Yootikhast-Chirwae- 
ouchir sera mise en marche. . 
Bouts Le pret de cette organisation, bns6 exclusivement sur le renseignements tre 
vagues quo jai pu avoir ici Téhéran sans que des reconnaissances sient U6 faitay tur 
Tattions inémes, le projet de cette organisation, disc, a dd, comme jo le prévoyais, aubie 
flos changements, une fois cea reconnaissances faites et mes renseignements comptes 
fla fall on particulier augmentar les nombre des gendarmes & cheval et, aus les 
fommes prévues pour es rations comme pour les équipements ot acquisition dos 
siraux.! A cet effet un nouveau budget de la gendarmerie de la route Yezdikhast— 
Chikuse Bouchir a été ¢tabli, et jai Thonneur de le soumettre c-joint & votre Altesso en 
Ta riaut de vouloir bien, apris étude, en arréter Vapplication.® Je mo permets dattirer 
H patte attention de votre Altesse sur co fait que les forces prévues dans co budget 
Meron au complet. Varrivéo des deux expéditions & Chiraze. Le, budget aussi 
on caus le ttre * Déponses extraordinaires” les frais de voyage des deux expéditions 
Jusqu Chisaze. Jottre du 8 djedj je mo suis permis dlattirerI'ttention du Ministre de 
VIntérieur 2 cette époque sur la ndccasité absolue de eréer Fara un corps mobile de 
Jpularmerie, J'ai 6alement remis & ce Ministre le projet et le budget de cette ongani- 


* Not printed. 
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fation. Ln oréation de co corps a déja commencse en réalité, puisque T : 
deux sections do mitmalleuso iot A Teheran ee we we Seep te Lo onaattne 
Chine ‘artillere de montagne & 


Je prie votre Altesse de vouloir bien étudi i ils obti 

spmltin davon Ae devas encase teen a haata 
Dautre part, parma lettre du 14 juillet, 1912, i 

Prédécesseur de votre Altesse le projet ot Io budgot de 





réunit ai 
de Téhéran et eelai de Fars 





neural donno ce projet a haute approbation, Yorganisation de cette 
Beata” POurra commeneer en automne, at elle era achevéo avant la fn de Tonnéo 
De plus, les organisations sur In route d i 
toni anisations sur Ia route de Kazvine-Enzeli 
Zale ee naan doivent tre mises en marche pendant l'année courante. Je me 
reper siemens Sora icee a es oo orgunisaton en faisant une organisation 
sire aut ls route Kazvine-Enzeli, ot en installant une force apéciale & Zerdjan 
En outr, lo résorer iénéral na fit observer quo les interdte do la Tioverio 
ft ree soit plueée aussit6t que possible  Kermanchah, méme si len co 


© surveiller par des postes do 
au fat p postes do gendarmes la route entre Hamadan ot 


Ua fa imes observatio a 
do Sa it les mémes observations concernant Ia route Ghom-Sultanabad et la région 


Un officer a dgja été envoys en mins i i 
io 6 envoys en mission spéciale pour Vinstallat 
Bendarmerie gur Ia route de Sultanabad, et un des offciors auéois actwallemegy oc y 


sur In route Ki Tamadan sera envoyéi Ke 
Hanvadan sera envoyé’ Kermanchah pour se mettre au courant 


-Resht et Kazvine~ 

















In 











re, 
perto de gendarmes et de chevau 
t do chevaux, d’habillem 


; garder une vue générale des dépenses de to 
Nhonneur do lui transmettre eijoint un résumé de oe ae) 








ant de In gendarmerie dont jai patlé pl 
faut we fora pendant ces deux années eu quatro portions. J'ai Thonneur do tence 


Ggaloment A votre Altesse un tableau ci-inclu de lelfectit dea forces pendent ore quatro 











Cependant, indépendamment des fe dceasaires, il i 

nouvone mitrocagcEendanment des fonds néceasaires, il importe encore d’engager de 
Ainsi, pour organiser le corps mobile i 

earns gi orate oxp ile A Fars, le chef de la gendarmerie dans cette 


le deux nouves i ic 
furs snares steed at pure er ed oo 
organisation do la gendarmerie sur la. route Ch 
ourab-Kachan-Ispahan-Yeudi 
haat dont Ispaban sor le cheFlieu, ot ot we feront Nastrustion at le Ocean ans 
endarmerio, ngeossito un groupo do quatro inatructoure, A savoir io nes oo tte 
Un ch 
Un instructenr pour les exercices& pied 
tructour pour les exercices& chef 
ndant, 




















est vrai qu'un de cea instructours a dgja été 
est le ces instructeurs a dgja été engugé pow -r moment 
arent le ans orl jung co quil soit gust dona lense, mals lle nae 
ntingent des instructeurs & Chiraze’ méme de deus offic i '6tait_ poi 
névu, de sorte qu'en vérité il me manque ici n ofiiot qui Sait roa 
ip scuideeorata Wie manque ie,  Téhéran, un officer qui était prévu pour 
* Not printed, 
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Je prie, done, votre Altesse de vouloir bien faire les démarches utiles pour obtonir 
Yautorisation d’engager six nouveaux instructours, ce qui porterait alors le nombre total 
des instructeurs pour la gendarmerie & vingt-huit. 

4 Armes.—Je me permets de faire observer & votre Altesse que le développement de 
la gendarmerie tel que je l'ai proposé plus haut a pour conséquence, entre autres, un 
nouvel achat de— 








Carabies s 4,000 
Sabres... ‘ EI 31500 
Pistolets 3 a 4,000, 
Cartouches de carabine & 2,000,000 

m Bistolet a “600,000. 





Mais en supposant que la gendarmerie pourra se développer plus que ne le prévoient 
les projets, je voudrais proposer & votre Altesse d'augmenter ces achats dans cette 
proportion =— 








Krane, 
8,000 carabines FS & 560,000 
51000 sates % o 800,000, 
5,000 pistolets 0 450,000, 

4,000,000 eartoucbes de ea o 1,400,000 

1000, pour pistolet Ss 250,000 
‘oar les Féparations darmes ae 260,000 
CGN a ay os 4 8,210,000 





Vu les retards qui se sont produits dans la prise de possession des nouvelles armes, 
mises dernitrement a la disposition de la gendarmerie, jo prie votre Altesse de vouloir 
bien cousidérer cotte somme comme tant tune des promidres & mettre & ma disposition, 
pour que je puisse fairo les démarches utiles en vue de procurer cos urmos et cos 
Errtowbos «la gendarmeri 2 3 

Diautre part, les cireonstances ont montré qu'il serait, easentielloment avantagoux 
de pouvoir disposer d'automobiles pour les inspections, pour les reconnaissances, pour los 
renfareoments provisoires do, divers groupes dels gendarmerie, pou le payement dex 
Appointements, éc,, aux gendarmes installés sur les routes et pour fournir rapidement, 
Aces gendarmes ce dont ils peuvent avoir besoin au cas dchéant, ‘ 

Ti est vrai que toutes les routes no peuvent pas tre purcourues par les automobiles, 
mais il y en a suffisamment qui peuvent Vétre, comme, par exemplo, les, routes trbs 
importantes de Téhéran-Kaxvine-Enzeli, Kazvine-Hamadan, Téhéran-Ghdm-Tapaban~ 
Dehbid, Téhéran—Wéramine, Ghom-Sultanabad, ‘ 

Tlest mémo & prévoirquiavec installation do la gendarmerio sur toute Ia longueur 
de In route sera Ispahan-Chirazo, cotte route sera bientdt améliore au point do 

mettre 4 Lautemabilo do passer ibrement partout, En réalité il ny a que trds peu 
Tendroits sur eotte route ot Ton ne peut actuellament so sorvir de’ Tautomobile. ot 
Jai lespoir que la gendarmerie pourra so charger elle-mémo de faire au moins provisoire= 
‘ment, ces améliorations. Je. prévois pour le moment qu'il faudra trois automobiles, uno 
2 Téhéran, une d Kazvine et la troisidmo A Ispahan, A. cot effet, jo calcule une somme 
de 20,000 fr, c'est-A-dire environ 50,000 krans pour chaque autoinobile, y compris les 
frais de transport, achat de pidces de réserve ot outils, ce qui ferait, 10,000 krans 
pour les trois automobiles, nid eh 

Enfin, le Bureau central de la Gendarmerie a besoin d'un erédit toujours disponible 
pour les affaires urgentes, les expéditions imprévues, &o, J'estime que co erddit ne doit, 

tre inférieur A 250,000 krans, . . 

Diaprds les caleuls ci-dessus le total des sommes néoessaires pour la premidre année 
sera done -— 


























Kraus, 
15218197 
9,210,000 

150,000, 
gt 500,000 
Crédit da Bureau central 350,000 


Mal) co) ose en sens 


To pric, &e. 
Le Chef-Instructeur de la Gendarmerie gouverneientale, 
HJALMARSON, 


Dapris les bodgets 
Aclatdaraess. 2s 
o trois 





‘Téhéran, le 13 février, 1913. 





[1602], 




































{ 
E 
‘ 
; 
¢ 
: 



























938 


{10987] No. 461. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received March 10.) 


Sir, St. Petersburgh, March 2, 191 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 98 of the 26th of last month, T have the 
Thad with the Minister for 

















rable 
the rails on the existing road, Tt was, moreove: 
‘A Government. guarantee would therefore not 
to raise the money. from private sources, While his 
there was to be no guarantee, he gave no i 
money was to be procured: and T-did not think it ads 
the subject, 






sable to press him further*on 


Thave, ke. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 








[10989] No, 462. 
. Sir G, Buchanin to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reesived March 10) 

0. 71.) 
eet St. Petersburgh, March 5, 1913. 

IN tho course of a conversation which I had with the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
on the Ist of this month, I reverted to the question of the trans-Persian railway scheme, 
ond said. chat it appeared from figures with which you had supplied mo that the 
Histaneo between Iapahan and: Moscow way shorter by 160 miles than that between 
Tapatian and Constantinople. ‘There could, therofore, be no danger of the through 
Honpoan, trafic. being diverted to the Bagtlad Railway, were our proposed alignment 
to be curried out, The northern route vid Tustin would, T also pointed out, be 
Wonttorably. shortened, wore. goods for the European markets to, be dispatched 
svestyarda from Rostof instead of being carried so far north as Moscow. 

Tile Iexeclloncy admitted the truth of the latter contention, but said that though he 
was not ina position to affiin straight off that the figures which 1 had given him were 
Winecurate, a study’ of the atlas bad loft on him an exactly contrary impression. He 
ine til, he continued, of tha opinion that the railway ought to be carried more to the 
Vist and'to pass by You instead of Tspahan. I repeated what Thad already said on a 
former occasion, that this would not f provent the Bagdad Railway being 
‘Nentually Tinked up with the trans-Persian railway. His Excelleney would also no 
Guubt romembor that we had always made our approval of the latter scheme subject to 
genain conditions, of which the alignment was one, and that we had stated that the 
failway must in any ease enter the British sphere at Bander Abbas. It was extremely 
Toubtial whether the through trafic from and to Europe would contribute to any 

‘Horablo extent to the suecess of the enterprise, and if British financiers were to be 
Feutuced to co-operate, st was necessary to choose an alignment which by reason of local 
iditions was likely: to prove remunerative. ‘The one which we had now proposed 
Chtored substantial local ‘advantages, which sould more than compensate for the 
{rereased length of the lino, and T personally believed that it was the only practical one. 
Foe en ee eat and fe as impoosble 10 8x the tracé of tho 
thant:Dersian railway by drawing straight line on the map from ove town to another, 
pevtke Emperor Nicholas I. had done in the caso of the St. Potersburgh-Moscow 
Railway, On N. Stzonof remarking that in spite of this mode of procedure the latter 
allway was a most paying concern, 1 said that the conditions wero entirely different, 
‘isin tussin. the demand for railway accommodation was greater than the supply. AB 
iis Excellency. still seemed inclined to insist on the advantages of keeping the 
alignment at as great a distance as possible from the Bagdad Railway, { endeavoured 
to impress on hin, as instructed by your telegram No. 173 of the 28th ultimo, that the 
feet Way to avoid aa extension of the Gorman railway system into Persia was for Great 
Pritam and Russia to carry out with the least possible delay some well considered 
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‘scheme of railway construction in that country. ‘The one which youhad now suggested 
Seemed to. me admirably suited for the purpose, and I therefore trusted that it would 
meet with his approval. His Exeellency did not take exception to what Thad said, but 
remarked that it might perhaps be well for us also to take in hand the construction of 
line from Ispahan to Khorremabad. In the course of our subsequent conversation 
hheeven went so far as to say that perhaps the best plan would be for us to drop the 
Targer scheme altogether and for Russia to construct a line to Tehran, whilo we might 
build some railway in the south. As I thought that this remark might have been 
prompted by a desire to prevent our seaborne goods being carried northwards to 
fspahan and Tehran, T observed that the Persian Government was not likely to grant a 
‘concession for a line to Tehran except as part of a trunk line running down to the Gulf. 

Tn a conversation which T had with M. Sazonof yesterday I communicated to him 
the information contained in your telegram No. 176 of the Ist instant respecting the 
engineering difficulties which rendered the construction of a line from. Rhanikin to 
fspahan most improbable. His Excellency said that he was very glad to hear this, and 
asked whether the Germans were aware of the difficulties with which they would have 
to contend should they stempt to construct such a Tine, replied that this was a 
question which I could not answer. 

‘On my enquiring when his Excellency would be in a position to discuss our 
proposals in dotail, he said that he hoped to be able to do so. in the course of next 




















Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





{11238} No. 463, 
Mr, Greenway to Mr, Parker.— (Received March 10.) 


- Winchestor House, Old Broad Street, Tondon, 
Dear Mr, Parker, Marek 6, 1913, 

1 AM obliged for your letter of the Srd instant, advising that the Admiralty have 
‘expressed their willingness to take part in a meeting between representatives from the 
Gureronont depurtinents eoneoried and some members of our board, but, that, before 
doing #0, they would prefer to await the answer to a letter which they recently 
‘addressed to me on the subject of our’ latest offer to supply oil-fuel under w forward 
contract. 

‘Since receipt of your letter [have seen the Director of Navy Contmets in regard 
to the above letter, and I now beg to enclose copy of a letter which I have, at 
Me Mlk request arene tothe Secretary of the Admiralty, giving the result. of 
this interview. 

This constitutes the answer which the Admiralty, were, avait nothing, 
therefore, nov stands in the way of the proposed meeting, ‘This, I understand, it is 
sreresy Ghoutd take place at the earliest possible date, and therefore suggeat Tuesday 
or Wednesday next, either of which day’ will suit iny c0-directors, if convenient to the 
Government representatives, 























Yours sincerely, 
©. GREENWAY. 





Enclosure in No. 463, 
Mr! Greenway to Admiralty. 


Confidential.) Winehestor House, Old Broad Street, London, 
‘ir, March 6, 1913, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 26th ultimo, I have had an interview, with 
the Director of Contracts at which the points raised in your letter were discussed, and 
at his request I beg to give the following explanations in respect of two of the various 

roposals which we have had under consideration with a view to overeoming the 


‘vaneial difficulties in connection with the proposed oil-fucl contract, 
1, Advance payment of 100,001. per aunum for the period of the contract in 
of oil to be delivered, repayable by deduetions of Sa, per ton from the contract 

price of the oil delivered. 
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The security for repayment of these advances would be— 


(a) The deductions from the contract price as ubove ; 
(b.) The credit of the company 5 


and in order to further safeguard the Government, my directors would also be willing 
to consider giving a charge, up to the amount of the advances outstanding, on the assets 
of the company, subject only to the current debenture loan of 600,001. 

As the Government are, I believe, aware, the properties of the company are, even 
at the present time, probably saleable for a sum greatly in excess of the liability that 
‘would be incurred in respect of the above proposal. ‘The security that would be thes 
offered is therefore amp! 

‘This proposal obviously differs materially from the out-and-out subsidy referred to 
in the Forvign Office memorandum No. 1 of the 19th November, 1912, but it is much 
the same in effect as the proposal contained in my letter of the 11th October, addressed 
to you, with the exception of the above-indicated security, 

It, however, has the advantage that, the advance payment being a condition of 
salo common to many. contruct, it could presumably he dealt with departmentally, and 
would uot therefore, be open to the objestions which were foun to this proposal th its 
original form, 


2, Gunrantee by the Indian Government or by His Majesty’s Government of 


4 per cent. per annuin on the 2,000,000, sdditional capital which it is estimated would * 


bo required to carry out the proposed contract. 


0 required 
1 guarantee for w period of te h they 
eannut definitely commit themselves at the moment. 

As in the “advance” proposal, the amount paid by the Government in respect. of 
ante il Hib dedudtiah ab thateta of Ge) por ton'on the quantity 
‘This proposal would only involve a total risk of 800,0001,, less the amount repayable 
in respect of the oil delivered, and the whole amonnt would be covered in about 

nine yours, with deliveries at the rate of 350,000 tons per annum. 

Thave, 
©, GREENWAY, 
Managing Director, 





(11220) No. 464. 


: Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 10.) 

(No, 98.) 

(Pelegraphic.) Tehran, Mareh 10, 1913. 
FOLLOWING received from Bushire, No. 114:— 


‘ March 9.—Funoral of Madame Constant took place last night at Roman Catholic 
church residency and govertior’s flags were half-masted during sorvice and funeral, 
which was attended by governor and European community aud friends. I learned 
yosterday that Mr. and Mrs. Kay, of Messrs. Dixons, who were driving home also with 
4 horse recently purchased from Constant, were 'a few hundred yards in front of 
Constants when their horse shied just short of Constant’s house at shadows cast across 
road by group of several men seated under shadow of trees at side of road, who 
suddenly: rose and hailed their *syco,’ who was driving. Apparently seeing who it 
was, they los trap pass, but horse bolted, ran up slope, and trap was overturned and 
and ocetipants badly shaken, but not seriously hurt. "While getting up they heard 
shots some distance behind, but were too shaken to pay much attention, and were ablo 
to reach their house further on Foregoing seems to indicate ussailants, who were 
located a few hundred yards on town side of Constant’s house, were waiting for him 
and uo one else, Constant progressing well.” 
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(11248) No. 465. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 10.) 
(No. 99.) 


(elegraphic,) R. Tehran, Mareh 10, 1913 
Svaniecstlypeetine lena: 
Following from {is Majesty's representative at Bushire, 9th March :— 


“Many rumours are afloat to account for the murder, each clement adopting the 
‘one which best suits its point of view. At present there is no tangible evidence in 
favour of any particular one. ‘The governor is of course inclined to consider that it 
has been engineered by Dariabegi's partisans (connected with and unconnected with 
the gendarmerie) in order to make trouble for himself Others put. it down to 

rsunal revenge on the part of some smugglers or dismissed employs, Constant 
imnself, with whom Ihave had a long conversation last night, is convinced that he 
was attacked as the representative of the treasurcr-general, and that he will continue 
to bo pursued. 

“He expressed the view that the outrage was prompted by the same spirit which 
caused the mobbing of M, Mornard and the murder of Dumez in the north; he added 
that he has always been against the performance of ‘Treasury duties, and for this 
reason refused to go to Shiraz when asked to lust yea 

“Hors at present lying at the residency surgeon's house, and I have placed sepoy 
guard there. Constant begs, however, for a British guard on return to his own house, 
saying that he would not have faith in any Persian riflemen or sowars. 

“This is question which needs to be specially considered ax an item of policy, 
At present there is inevitably an abnormal number of armed rascals in the place in 
connection with enlistment for the gendarmerie, but it is to be hoped that this evil 
will disappear as soon a3 foree moves on to the road; this, however, will not_be for 
another month or six weeks, and meanwhile we have to reckon with the fact that the 
governor's small force of riflemen is greatly outuusnbered by the above clement, and 
that our own men are the only real source of security.” 


(Sent to India.) 


(10956) No. 466. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 


(BR) 207.)' 


ie) Foreign Office, March 10, 1913 
OR telegram No. 81 of 9th March, 
Ltrust that Minister for Foreign Affairs will hayo all possible precautions taken in 
the Caucasus and elsewhere on the Russian frontier to prevent the ex-Shuh from 
attempting to enter Persia clandestinely or otherwise. A succossful attempt on his 
part to do so would be difficult to satisfactorily explain to people here, He might 
enquire at Odessa as to where the ex-Shah has gone, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 117.) 


Telegea 





(11392) No. 467, 
Mr, Ellingor to Mr. Norman.—(Received March 11.) 


Dear Mr. Norman, 28, Ozford Street, Manchester, March 10, 1913, 

WITH reference to our conversation on the 12th February, when I suggested the 
possibility of the oxide mines at Hormuz furnishing security for a loan to the Persian 
Government to provide for the requirements of the Swedish gendarmerie in the south 
of Persia, Uhave since had an opportunity of going more closely into the figures which 
I give you herein, to put before Sir L. Mallet, if you are of opinion that they. vill 
interest him. 

‘The annual income of the mines can be safely hased on an output of 6,000 tons 
per annum at the sale price of 40s, per ton, yielding 12,0001, per annum, of which, 
tinder the Medjliss Bill the Muin-ut"Tujjar is entitled to 25 per cont, equivalent t0 
3,002. aS 

































(10373) 





Err 





No. 473, 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 


Sir, ; Foreign Office, March i, 1 
"TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of sour 

letter of the 4th instant, regarding a proposal to supply 1,000 rifles and 500,000 rounds 
of ammunition from India to the Governor-General of Fars. ‘ 

Tam to stato that Sir E. cone! course proposed by the Marquess 
of Crewe, and will be glad if his Lordship will instruct the Government of India 
according! aaa 

A copy of a telogram addressed to Tis Maje 
is enclosed for Lord Crowe's informat 


















s Minister at Tehran on the subject 














Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(11493) No, 474. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reevived March 12. 


» (No. 79.) 


Sir, St, Petersburgh, March 9, 1913. 

" | HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of an aidémémoire which 
M, Suzonof handed to mo yesterday in regard to the Mohammerah-Khoremabad 
railway scheme, 








Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W, BUCHANAN. 





Snclosure in No. 474. 





Aiddo-mémoire communicated to Sir G, Buchanan by M. Sazonof. 





t de téligraphier au Ministre 





LE, chargé daffijres de Russie X Tehéran vi t 
Impévial des Atfaires, Itrangdres que Ie Gouvernement persan a acoordé A un syndicat 
anghhis Ie droit d'option pour In construction d'un chemin de fer depuis Mohammerab, 
justi Khorremabad A cestaines conditions; entre autres, le Gouv 
‘wengage A procéder sans délai avec ln coopération du syndicat, rnais & 
aux travaux de tracement du chemin de fer en question, % 4 

Le Gouvernement Impérial pense que cette stipulation présente de graves incon- 

qu'elle entrainera aprds elle des ddpenses considérables et trts onéreuses 
an, dont In situation e 
























Tutilité pour la. Be , 
stagit ot qui exigeront de grands sacri 

En eonséquence, le Gouvernement 
mposer smement persan des ob 
haut, mais de proposer au syndicat dope 
frais, 





quil serait préférable de ne pas 
tions commie celle dont il est question plus 
les travaux de tracement ses propres 











Sain 





L-Pétersbourg, le 23 féorier (8 mars), 1913. 





(11549) No, 475. 
W. 





Townley to Sir Bdeard Grey—{Reeeived March 12.) 





(No. 101), Je 
hie.) Re Tehran, March 12, 1913. 
Co a oat paragraplis of you telogramn Nov 107 of Oth March 
50,0001, will be paid in respect of each half of total advance of 400,002. 
‘Treasurer-general is very confident tha less any unforeseen events occur 








* No, 421. 






















entailing large calls upon the State 


@ ances, such as reappearance of the ex-Shab, 


will be a considerable expansion of revenue as the financial administration 
m: f felt throughout the country, but there is at the present moment, no 
curity that can be specially set aside for repayment of 140,001. in addition to 
300,001, abont to be advanced. 

M. Mornard is somewhi 
doubtful if funds for rep: 
than the customs, which 
sgaranteed. 
to spread the 


















of an optimist, and, failing a loan, 1 am extremely 
went of advances will be available from’any soureo other 
ay not suilice to provide the entire 10,0001 per annum as 

ove to be the case, there will be nothing to be done but 
nent over a longer period. 
Am 1 now to act on your telegram No. 107 of 6th March, omitting the 100,000L, 
for thy meric, or do you propose to adopt Russian. method of repayment, w 
will, I think, prove acceptable to the Persian Government? 

‘The Russian chargé d'affaires lias not yet made any communication to the Pei 

Government, hut the conditions proposed have been tel 
‘The money is urgently required before 21st March. 




















n 
-graphied from St, Petersburgh. 















[11621] No. 476, 


Sir Hadward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 121.) 
(elegrap! 


fae Foreign Office, March 12, 1913, 


ster asks me to urge the Russian Government to agree. to 
from Reaht. ‘The Persian Government could increase his 
ay if he resided in Europe. He says that disorders uro feared at Rosht owing to 
Salar’s appointment. 
Hayo you any information ? 
Have the Persian Government addressed the Russian Government direct? 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 216.) 





(21025) No, 477. 





Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No, 122.) 2 ae 
(Melegraphic.) R. 

YOUR de 

Does His 
normal consular gu: 
considerable risk for the re 


Poreign Osteo, March 12, 1913, 
of 16th February : Troops at Shiraz, Enclosure 11. 

ul consider it essential that infantry detachment, apart 
rl, if withdrawn, should’ be replaced’? ‘There would: be 































{11644) No, 473 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived March 13.) 





(No. 42,) 
Sir, om Telvan, Rebruary 28, 1913, 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith some notes by His Majesty's 
consul-general at Ispahan on the condition of the roads in his provinéo during the 








quarter ending the 31st December, 1912. 


Thave, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure in No. 478. 


Tepahan Trade Report for December Quarter, 1912. 


Roaps. 


DURING the quarter under report the condition of the roads, speaking generally, 
was letter than in the September quarter, the improvement on the Ahwaz road in 
November aud Decomber being particularly marked. 


Alnoaz Road. : 


At the beginning of October, apparently as the result of the measures taken by 
SardarisJang for the restoration of order on the road, « considerable quantity of 
merchandise, property of Persian owners, which had been detained in Ran Hormmuz, 
hogan to reach Ispahan, and there were some despatches during the first two or three 

ks of the month, but it was not till the last week in October that goods began to 
arrive for British firms. 

On the 28th October a British officor and party travelling from Ahwaz to Ispaban 
wore attacked at Surdab, acar Doupulan, by a band of Kubgelouis, severely maltreated 
and stripped of everything, 

‘Pwo of the miilotecrs of the party and an Indian orderly were wounded, 
suecimbing som Tator to the offects of his wounds and subsequent exposure 

‘About the middle of November the Bushire post was robbed near Ram Hormuz. 
With, tho exception however of these two incidents the road was in a satisfactory 
couslition 

‘Traflic throughout November anil Decembor was very br 184 packages 
boing: received from, and 1,633 desy wa by Messrs. Lynch. 

Mio prospects ‘of the continuance throughout the cold weather were 
ood, Mossrs, Lynch reporting that though considerable falls of snow had taken place 
‘it some points on the road, the snow had been well trampled down by constant 
pawsigo of caravans. Muloteors after their long enforced idleness were anxious 
to work 

Posts camo in somewhat irregularly, occasionally robbed, but in most cases safely, 
the mails being conveyed as before by Qusid 

il of November the Ispahan 
sorvicw bet and Dehkurd (Ch 
‘week ouly in both directions, would thenceforth run 


Shiraz Road. 


‘Phe insecurity reported as prevailing on the Shiraz~Abadeh-Tspaban road at the 
close of the Soptember quarter had caused sonthwar is to delay moving 
from Ispahan ponding a favourable opportunity. ‘This was furnished by the departure 
from Ispahan for Shiraz of “A” squadron of the 39th Central Tn 

Sth October, wien caravans numbering 100 to 200 head of transport left for Shiraz in 


1 this exception there was practically no caravan traffic during tho first halt 
of tho quarter, the road being in a very insecure condition, ‘The post which arrivett 
from SI 10th October was held up a few miles north of Qumishely by 

yi! of nino oF tou footpads who, after examining the mail bags and finding nothing 
worth robbing, allowed the post. to proceed, Ith November a party of 
pilgrims vas attacked on the Orchini pass (some 20 miles south of Ispahan) by a large 
Pant of Kubgelouis, and in view of the menacing attitude of these tribesmen the 
Tspahan authorities found it necessary to despatch to that point a detachment of 
Bukbitcis front Qumateh aad anothen from Tn a skirmish which ensued 
Detweon Kuhgelowis and Bakhtiaris there were several killed and wounded on 
Doth sides, 

Hetiveon the 2ist and 2ith November caravans numbering about 400 head of 
transport (chiefly laden with piece-goods) arrived from Shira 
escorts and reported the road safi 

‘Diroughout December—despite occasional disquieting reports of incidents on the 
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oa, more particularly in the vicinity of Qumishch—traffic was brisk, some 800 head 
of transport laden with local produce being despatched from Ispalian during the first 
week of the month, nine wagons and about 200 mules with piece-goods, &c,, arriving 
from $I fely on the 21st December, 

1 rr part of the month was marked by a curious feature, viz., the presence 

the neighbourhood of Abadeh of several Boir Almadi chiefs with their followers 

intent on gaining the public confidence, and the approbation of the Fars authorities 
‘as guards on the section between Abadeh and Aminal 

‘Vhroughout. the quarter under report mails continued to be carried between 
Sh { Ispahan somewhat erratically by Qusids, who were occasionally robbed or 
held up by tribesmen. 


é Tehran Road, &ee 
‘Throughout October and November the condition of the Tehran and other 
northern roads was good. ‘There were constant arrivals from ‘Tehran, Qazvin, and 
Resht of Russian werchandise, eg., sugar, petroleum, glass, tea, e,, including a 
‘consivlcrable quantity of piece-soods (about 250 bales), ‘here were frequent despatches 
to the north of cotton and other produce, y 
During December the condition of these roads was even more satisfactory, and 
weather conditions being unusually ile for the time of year, traffic in both 
directions was maintained briskly. ie for the Imperial Bank arrive 
from Tehran on the L1th December Natanz road without incident of 
ind. The conductor in charge reposted the portion of the road between Tehran 
and Shourab patrolled by the gendarmerie quite secure, and the road servico well 
managed; the tract thence to Murchikhurt, patrolled hy Sowars of Naib Huss 
somowhat irregular fashion satisfactory, though there were occasional complaints 
for petty’ exactions froin small caravans and defenceloss travellers, 
rier the postal service between Tehran and Ispahan continued 
; mails which were carried by wagon over the roundabont 
ost horses on the Natanz—Kaslian road) 
cmploying from fifteen to ninoteen days between Velran and Ispahan. ‘Towards 
the end of November there was some improvement, time being reduced to about 


12/14 days. 
Yazd Roads 


In October and November conditions on this road were unfavourable to caravan 
fic. ‘There were constant. rumours of robbers ious point 
1 Gumbaz and MazravieMullah Ahmed. On the 7th October a lange 
was robbed at the former place, and another attacked ni 
aber. ‘The pre 


fell off 
Posts throughout the quarter were irregular, and employed on an average about 
ten days to cover the distance (about 190 miles) between Yazd and Ispahan, 


Sultanabad-K irmanshah—Hamadan Roads. 


Throughout October and November caravan traffic was fairly well maintained on 
these roads in spite of two robberies of pilgrim caravans in the boginning of October, 
one near Khonsar, the other wear Douletabud, and of tho inscourity prevailing in 
November in the environs of Sultanabad owing to maranding by Lurs. 

In December there was « marked increase in trailic iore particularly on the 
Hamadau and Kirmanshah roads, caravans of merchandise and pilgrims arriving at 
frequent intervals, - 

‘Trafic fell off somewhat at the close of the month, snow lying deep on the roads. 

Posts throughout the quarter arrived fairly regularly. ‘Time about fourteen days 
between Kirmanshiah and Ispalian, five to seven days between Sultanabad and Tspalan, 

At the end of November the Sultanabad posting compauy advertised a direct 
service from Ispahan to Tehran vid Sultanabad at through rates. 








Sir W. Townley to Si ceived March 13.) 





Tediran, February 
the honour to inform 
an on the 16th February and left 


reply to your despatch No, 19 of the 27th ultimo, Th 


rived here from Ty 








i Khans to settle the c 





igain pressed the 





arising out of the attack on him at the end of October 
unsuceessinl, and the 


ve the claim on 








ultaneh, the late Prime 
nount of the loss incurred by Lieutenant Bullock, 
ded that if L ordered him to do so he would pay the 






ns to do anything, but th 
their good name ray 

young officer to 
ly to make good his 


not my place to order the kh 
i eat to do so, because 
sh opinion if th 
their country without coming forward spont 
to do so would be to show to the British pu 
mio Tofty_and chivalrous spirit which had won for them in 





plied that it wi 
h 





risk of sulfering somewhat s 








J shit the question of the 4 
after. eommunic 











th Sardar Jang, whom 
proper person to p 





Jd to be responsible fo i 
indemnity demanded, but that meanwhile he would himself pay the am 
‘actual lone suffered, 

T said that felt sure His 
Ize that he had done xo wr 
hans are now being edu 












ajesty’s Government would appr 


















meay to Foreign Of 


—(Reecived March 13.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 











ose copy of a telegram whi 
in voply to mine of the 
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the settlement of the question of the rent payable by the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company in respect of certain oil springs, his action in which latter matter was 
acospted by the Persian Government. Moreover, Vakil-il-Royah was at the same 
time conducting with the Imperial Bank officials (with whom Mr. Preeco was 
co-operating in the above matters) all the negotiations connected with the Imperial 
Bank loan of 1,250,000L, with the Mint contract, and with the Strick oxide 
concession, and his actions in all these affairs were duly confirmed and accepted by 
the Persian Government. 
T attach a copy of my reply to Mr. Wood's telegram, and I shall be much 
“3 Government can see their way to supporting this by 

» Government that their action in this roatter is most 

‘d that inasmuch as it has been a stipulation from the first. that 
four assistance in railway construction was conditional upon the granting of the 
mining concession, their refusal to grant thjs concession on tho terms previously 
agreed, and the introduction by them of a number of new and quite impracticable 
conditions, is a breach of faith on their part which cannot be permitted, 
‘© pointed out to Mr. Wood in my telegram of the Sth instant, the draft 
concession previously agreed to by the Persian Government is, practically in the samo 
terms as the D'Arcy oil concession, which has never, I believe, been questioned or 
considered as in any way unfayourable to Persia, and consequently there is no 
justification whatever for bringing forward these new proposals if the Persian 
Government have any serious desire to full their obligations to us, 

Tam, &e, 
©. GREENWAY. 





























Enclosure 1 in No, 480. . 






Copy of Telegram reecived from Tehran dated March 8, 1918. 


PERSIAN Government state they have no record of previous negotiations with 
Preece except his letter of which elicited no reply, but they are ready to negotiate in 
terms of their own proposals only. Do you agree ? 





Enclosure 2 in No. 480. 
Copy of Telegram sont to Tehran dated March 11, 1913. 





WE have rpresented Foreign Office that Persian Government repudiation Vakil 
negotiations untenable, as simultaneously he negotiated bank loan, Mint contract, &c 
which were ratified, tlerefore ase must insist upon completions in terms of last, revine 
Graft. You can exclude gold, precious stones, Kaolin marble, rock salt, argillucvous 
plaster, antiquities, treasure trove, Limestone, building stone, &e,, necessary our 
smelting and work, If necessary you can agree that 7,900L out of 30,0001, 
payable formation first working company shall be deposited now with Imperial Bank of 
Peri, and be forfeited i company not formed. 











21708) No, 481. 


Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Offic. —(Received March 13.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, Lonton, 
Sir, Mareh 12, 1913, 

WE bog, to aviso that we aro arranging to dispatch next vtec: a party of four 
engineers to Persia for the purpose of conducting a reconnaissance of the lower portion 
of the proposed Mohammerah and (or) Khor Musa to Khoremabad Railway and of 
making arrangements for the main survey party, who will commence their work in 
September next. 

‘This reconnaissance party will only undertake such work as they maybe advised 
they can safely do. until more definite arrangements have been mado for their 
protection—presumably only for the portion of the route from Mohammorah up to 
Dizful—but as the conditions of the option practically give only one cold weather— 
{uso2) 4U 
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4913-14—for the completion of the survey itis necessary that a reconnaissance shall, 
fs far as possible, be mado beforehand for the purpose of deciding on the best route in. 
ae te thay the mein survey party may begin their work without loss of time immediately, 
after the close of the next hot weather. 

Wo shall be obliged is you will advise Tis Majesty's resident in the Persian Gulf 
that tho party will arrive at Mohaminerah on about the 10th April, and ask, him to 
Winhiy ates dem every assistance in his power, and also, if possible, to allow the 
Buitigh fier referred to in your lotter of the 20th January to aecompany the party. 


(For British and 
‘and Investment Trust (Limited) ), 
W. L. W. BIRD, Secretary. 





{11667} No, 482, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 13.) 
(No. 102) 
(Wolegraphic.) Tehran, March 13, 1913. 

AORLOWING from Hix Majesty's reprosentative at Bushire, 12th March, 
No, 126:— 

“f favo to roport that 168 men. of the gendarmerio enlisted here, mostly 
‘Tangistanis, after going on strike aginst, certain punishments inflicted’ by Major 
Braue on two of thoi number, and after demanding and obtaining their pay up to 
hus: havo resigned. ‘They have not yot left the island, but the governor thinks that 
they will do so quietly.” 


(Sent to India.) 





(11781 
Sir W. Potonley to Sir Edward Grey. -(Recaiced March 13, 


Devil. ‘iran, March 13, 1913, 
OL taldors some 300 strong are committing excesses in Bunder Abbas 
diotrice, Nun's surveying party has boon in some danger, but was expected to reach 
Bundor Abbas yesterday oports strong forces of tribesmen collecting 
near Lap, with express intention of attacking Bunder Abbas. 
Deileh consuk-yoneral at Bushire has asked admiral to sond ship to Bunder 
‘Abbas for a fow days to keop a watch on events, 





(11790) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received Mareh 13.) 
(No, 101.) 
(Wolegraphic.) BR. 
YOUR telegram No, 120 of 11th Mareh. 
ho Ri ‘charge Walfaires communicated the text of the Russian proposals 
vorbally. yestontay afternoon, and subsequently. sent in a note to the Persian 


‘Tehran, March 13, 1913. 


‘The 
Cabinet to aid this concession to t 
wwas raised, he added, when the ma 
consequence of the refusal of the Pe 
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ft the same time. ‘Tho Russian Minister told me this at the time, but the Russian 
Scromuent evidently did not understand that navigation scheme had been dropped, 
Toouuse they eongratulated the Russian Minister on the conclusion of the railway nego- 
petjons onsecuring the two concessions, and also thanked the Persian Minister 
in St. Petersburgh in the same sense, 

phe Russian chargé dafaires assures me that this expression of the desires of his 
Government will not in any way delay the payment of advance, but the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs seemed afraid that the money would not, be forthcoming without the 
promise sought. 





(11549) No, 485, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 123.) 
(Gelegraphic.) Poreign Office, March 13, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 101 of 12th March: Joint advance to Persia, 

You may aceept Persian proposal, as I stated in my telegram No, 107 of 6th March, 
pt the 100.0001 exmnot bo advanced pending settlement of conditions, 

‘The 260,000L will be placed at your disposal immediately, and I am informing 
Russian Government that I propose to, pay it over at once, unless they seo any 
objection, as the Persian Government are in urgent need. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 218.) 





(11480) No, 486. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 12 
(Telegeaphic.) 
FOUR telegram No. 100 of Lith March : 

Tain consulting India Office as to buoy 
of expenditure, it 1s essential, as far as 
Consultative voice, and know what is being spent. ” ‘condition, and L 
ope the Persian Government will make no further unnecessary dificulties. The 
consultation can be unofficial 

Haye you made any statement about, 





11549) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(Wo, 210) 
(Belegraphic.) Re Foreign Ogiee, March 13, 1913. 
‘WY telegram No. 123 of 13th March to Sir W. Townley, 

You mag inform M. Sazonof that I havo accepted the Persian conditions, as T am 
anxious to make maiters easy financially for the Persian Government, and that T 
Propose to pay over my share (200,000) at once, unless he sees any objection. 





fu621) No. 488. 


x Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 47.) 
i Foreign Office, March 13, 1913. 
‘PHE Persian Minister called at this Office on the 12th instant and asked, on 
mont, whether I yvould use my influence with tho, Russian 
removal of Salar-ed-Dowleh from the governorship of Resht, 
aft and went to Europe the Persian Government would inerease his salary. 
L. Mallet, who received Mushir-ul-Mulk, said that the Persian Government 
should apply to the Russian Government direct. 1 had advised them only a few weeks 
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since to accept Salar-edDowleh and seo how things tuned out. ‘They had hardly had 
time to judge the results of his appointment, and yet they called on me again to 
influence the Russian Government. f 
Sir L. Mallet added that. he would place the question before me. 
Tam, &. 
SREY, 





[10427] No. 489. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir P, Bertic. 


(No. 178.) 
8 


7 Foreign Office, March 13, 1913. 
T HAVE recived your Excellency’s despatch No. 122, Confidential, of the Sth 
instant, conveying & request from the Regent of Persia that His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Mehran may ‘be instructed to safeguard His Highness’s interests in Ghilan by 
‘preventing any aggression on his property in that province. 
Your Excolloney should express to Nasr-ul-Mulk my regret that I am unable to 
intorvenc in the matter. 
Tam, &. 
E, GREY. 





(11478) No, 490. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir P. Bertie, 
(No, 180.) 
sin, Foreign Ofice, March 13, 1913. 

YOUR Excellency will seo from Sir G. Buchanan's telegram No, 86 of the th 
instant, which will tench you in the telegram sections, that the Russian Minister for 
Foreign Aflaits has loarnt that th ah of Persia has left Odessa and gone to Nice, 
hort it is tinderstood, a considerable number of his adherents are to be found, 

Thave accordingly to request your Excellency to ask the French Government to be 
so good as to havo a watch kept on Mohammed Ali Shah's movements and to inform 
yout whether he actually arrives 
Tam, &e, 
E, GREY. 





{11480} 
Foreign Office to India Ofiee. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 13, 1913. 

WITH reference to. previous correspondence regarding an Anglo-Indian advanco 
of 100,000, to the Persian Government for the gendarmerio in the province of Fars, I 
am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you Herowith to bs lid before 
‘the Marquoss of Crewse, a copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, on 
the subject of the conditions connected with the advance.” 

Sir Edward Grey would be glad to receive Lord Crowe's observations on the Persian 
Government's memorandum regarding the lighting. and buoying of the Persian Gulf and 
is of opinion that it is desirable to accept these proposals if his Lordship considers that 
this can bo done without any sacrifice of British interests. 

Tam, &. 
W. LANGLE Y . 





[11903] 
Persia Committee to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved March 14.) 


Sir, * 7, Chester Place, Regent's Park, March 12, 1913. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose copy of a resolution which was adopted 
mously at a meeting of my committee held at the House of Commons this 
‘afternoon — 


‘phat this meeting of Members of Parliament and others invites the sorious 
attention of His Majesty's Government to tho grave and critical state of affairs in 
Persia, and, in particular, to the repeated attempts to overthrow the established 

‘constitutional form of Government, and to restore the ex-S! alt with the countenan 
of the parties the Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1907. It assures His Majesty's: 
Government of support in making good the pledges given to the Persian Government, 
fsestablished by the constitution, at the time of the signature of the Anglo-Russian 
wud in ting the summoning of the Medjliss in accordance with the 

terms of the constitution. It urges His Majesty's Government to. proom 
of the Russian t1 8, whose continued presence, in spite of the as 

i this was a purely temporary measure, 
5 the-eollection of reventic, 


FREDERICK WHELEN, 


Honorary Secretary. 





{11876} No. 493. 
Law Officers of the Crown to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mareh 14.) 
r Royal Courts of Justice, Mareh, 13, 19 
WE were honoured with your commands, signified tous in, Sir Louis Mallets 
Jotter of the th ultimo, stating that with reference to our report of the 23rd December 
ast, on the subject of the proposal of tho Imperial Bank of Persia to increase its 
cireulation, he \as directed to tr to us further papers, from which it 
a pren per share, or 200,000, in all, was the sum paid to the 
ins do Reuter for the acquisition of the concession, 
‘That you would therefore propose, subject. to our concurrence, to. inform the 
ad carefully’ considered the matter, in consultation with 
‘and that you were of opinion that the bank had the 
lation to 1,100,000!, only, and not to 1,300,000, 4 
n of the Directors. 
Ml that the reason for this opinion was that the paid-up capital 
(650,0001.), less the sum paid for the concession (200,000! 
1d that therefore the difference between the metallie reserve (1 
mnt of the notes in jou must not exceod that sum (150,000L), 
tat Sir Lonis Mallet was to request us to be good enough to inform you 
opinion, the terms of the proposed reply to the hperial Bank of 
Fight and properfin the circumstances, or whether, and, if $0, to what 
tageously be amended or modified. 
pers into our consideration, and, in obedience to your 
‘commands, have the honour to— : 


Report 


‘That, in our opinion, the terms of the proposed reply to the Imperial Bank of 
Persia are right and proper in the circumstances. 
We have, Se, 
RUFUS D, 





[1602] 








354 
1806] No. 494. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir, Edward Grey.—(Received March 14.) 
‘No. 105,) 
{iehegeeshic) Tehran, March 14, 1913. 
YOUR telegram 
ecome active again, whilst the 
wuso tho Regent has protested against it and 
feannot return to Persia as long as the late 


we mag direct communication at St 

have reeeived reply that the Russian 
i ven to Salar, but that 
The B chargé d 13, who appears to me to 
he sitnation than M, Poklowsky, lias telegraphed 
urgin * yielding to the Persian 
desire on such a tri iment of x madman to 3 
i nce ix sure to cals He hoped that, 


be ass 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





{11944) No. 495, 


Siv We Townley to Sir Bdweard 
(No, 105) 
nhc.) Re Tehran, 
Sth March. 
's cousul-general at Bushire :— 


“His Mi Bunder Abbas. Nunn and. party have at rived safely, 
and the town y » though raiders are still in the distri 





(11942) No, 196. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey— (Received Marek 14.) 


Tehran, March 14, 1913. 
», 102 of 13th March. 
‘is a little suiping at Major Brandel's house Lith March, and 
wounding of one of that ollicer’s sow: 
Sit P, Cox informed the governor th id it desirable, he might tell the 
strikers {lat if doy did not leave the island quietly British regiment would be called out, 
‘The governor sevins to be doing his utmost to provent trouble, and states that all 
the dangerous mon have left the Tt is of course impossible to be certain of this. 





(11941) No. 497. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 14.) 
No, 108, 
{ Shortie) n Tehran, March 14, 1913. 
MY telegram No, 9 of 10th March. 
Comsul-gencral nt Bushire reports that a man lias been arrested on. suspicion of 
Doing the perpetrator of the outrage on M, and Mme. Constant, The individual m 
a nave discharged froin Customs service some time ago for embezzlement, and it 
seer that Constant had been endeavouring to get him discharged from the 
genlarnierie, in whieh, ie had lately enlisted. 
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(11493) No, 498. 


f Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buelianan. 
No, 225.) 
(Telograpl Foreign O,ico, Marsh 14, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 79 of 9th March and your despateh No. 79 of Oth March. 

Te avould be too late to reopon the question with the Persian Government as to 
the allocation of cost of survey. ‘There has been some eriticiam herv already because 
Rossin has obtained a contract for her railway while our syndicate has only obtained 
an option. We are well aware of the critical stato of Persian finances, and we have 
shown our appre iiiculties by forgoing the repayment of our last 
ad Maecording to our information, the Russian Government: recouped them= 
selves for their advances in 1912 fie sudly needed surplus of the Northern 
customs, thus rendering 1 of dubious value, You might remind 
M. Sazonof of this if he raises furthe . 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 127.) 





(10047) 


Foreign Osiee to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 14, 1913. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 1Sth ultimo, on the subject of an Anglo- 
Russian joint advance of 400,000! to the Persian Government, Tam directed by. 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Marquess 
of Crows, copy of a letter to the iuperial Bank of Persia,* forwarding an order on 
His Majesty's paymastorsgeneral for the Imperial share of that amount, viz. 100,100 
and Tam to express the hope that his Lordship will now cause the 
advance to be remitted to the Imperial Bank with a similar request, 

Tain, 





(10047) No. 500. 
Foreign Osiee to Imporial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 14, 1912. 

TAM directed by Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith an 
order on His Majesty's Paymaster-Goneral for 100,0001., being half of a sum. of 
200,001, to be adva al and Indian Governments to the Porsian 
Gover! nt. 
My to ask that this sum may be placed to the eredit of His Majesty's Minister 
at Teliran. 

Tam, 
LOUIS MALL 





(22127) No. 501. 
Sir H. Lewellyn Smith to Sir L, Mallet.—(Recoived March 15.) 


Dear Mallet, Board of Trade, March 14, 1013, 
IN the-course of our recent discussion with the representatives of the British 
group on the Société d'Etudes, a strong, ease, on purely financial and economic round, 
fast think, made by the British group in Zavour of a single company to construct 
nd work the whole of t» line from the Russian frontier to the Persian Gulf, as against 
Our suggestion of two separate companies with soparate cupitals, revenues, and 
expenditures. It was shown that, if this course were not adopted, the Russians would 
have all the fat and we should have all the lean. As a result it was left for the 
British group and for ourselves to think over the question whether any scheme could 


* No. 00. 








‘bo dovised which would gi 
Gulf end, and also protect our trade ag e 
ns the advantage of sharing in the more luc part of the enterprise. 

‘Thinking over the matter in consultation with our experts, I have come: to the 
conclusion that it would be possible for us to agree to a single company with unified 
eapital, receipts, and expenditure, constructing and working the whole line, subject to 
the following conditions: 


1, That there should be two sub-committees—one predominantly British and one 
predominantly Russian—to whom should be delegated the actual work of control of 
the soutliorn and northern sections of the line respectively. 

should in g al be fised ona milage b :, with allowance 
‘of what is known as bonus milage in respect of the more expensive sections of the 
Tino. No doviation to be made from this principle of charge without the consent of 
the B mmmittee in each ease. 

‘All non-Persian employees on the section of the railway i iately contiguous, 
to the Per n Gulf, eg, from Bunder Abbas to i cl radius of 
Gulf Foreign Office and India Office think clusi' British, 

‘and materials used on this part of the Tis 


4. Tho British directors to be approved by His Majesty's Government. 


Of course, noue of these conditions touch the vital question of guarantee b 
British and Indian Governments ; they are only designed tomeet the di 
which the British group have put to us of sub-division of capital and control. 
If yon think well to convey the substance of this to Lonl Errington, I have no 
objection, 
Yours very truly, 
H, LLEWELLYN SMITH. 


P.S.—Of course the condition as to simultaneous construction from the two ends 
of the line would be maintain 





{11963} 


March 1, 1913. 
WITIL voforence to your lotter of thi r to the proposed 
(eos to the Persian Government, Lam directed to inform you that the Secretary of 
fo for India in Council agrees that it is advisable to accept the proposal of the 
Porsian ated in the secoud paragraph of Sir W. ‘Townley’ 
No, 79, dated th i ary, 1913. His Lordship would sugges 
referoitce to correspondence ending with my letter of the 12th February last, t 
‘uddition to the earmarking of 30,0004, for the administration of Fars, for whi 
Grey proposes to, stipulate, and a sum to mect the cost of the rifles and am 
relorred to in my letter of the 4th March, a further sum of 10,0002, might be earmarked 
for similar pumposts (and primarily for the restoration of order on the roads) in the 
province of Kerman, It is understood that the conditions of the British 
110,000), for the Fars gendarmerie will be similar, both in regard to interest and the 
al, to those governing the British share of the joint advance of 


March, 19 

the 31st May, 1912, repayments of 

in 1912 are to, cominence. ‘This suggestion, it may be observed, would meet the 
expressed in Sir W. Townley’ telegram No, 88 of the 3rd March, 1913, and its adoption, 
‘as pointed out in Sir E. Grey's telegram to Sir W. ‘Townley, No. 107 of the 6th March, 
1913, would reduco the charge upon the surplus revenues of the Southern Customs 
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from March 1913 to December 1914 to some 2,5651.* i 
considerable margin for other purposes. eg oe eee 


Tam, & 
T. W. HOLDERNESS, 





12151) No, 503, 
India Office to Poreign O fice—(Recoived March 15,) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India prosents his compliments to the Under: 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affirs, and forwards horowith, for tho iuformation of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 14th March, 
1913, regarding arms for Fars, x 


India Office, March 15, 191: 


Enclosure in No, 503, 
‘The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) _P. Indin Ogice, March 14, 1013, 
ARRANGEMENTS aro being made for immediate ‘diag h to conenl-gosieral 
Bushire, of the arms and ammunition referred to in your telegrara of tho 10th instant, 


(Repeat to Bushire.) 





(12136) No, 504. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Kadward Grey-—(Reeeived Mareh 15 
ais to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received March 15.) 
(elegraphic.) Tehran, Mareh 14, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No, 118 of Lith March. pS TES 

I have poiuted out to the Minister for Foreign Affairs confidentially that. the 
appointment of ‘Turkish consul at Lingah may cause trouble, and that Turkish interests 
‘at that, port are insignificant, 

His Excellenoy was ignorant of the appointment, but on enquiry made in my 
presence learnt that the olficer in question had been recognised under instructions of 
the U Foreign Aifiirs a few days ago, but that nonotification 

f i i 1 made until the new consul had actually reached 
Lingah. ‘The Minister added that the issue of exequatur could bo delayed: for some 
time, and that he would try and persuade the Turkish Governnient to cancel the 

at, 

(Repeated to Bushire.) 





(12148) No, 505. 


° 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recoived March 15.) 


Xo, 110) 
(elegraphic.) R. Tehran, Mareh 15, 1913, 
Your telegram No. 124 of 18th March, Lee anita 

_ Tan easily make a private arrangement with the Minister for Foreign Afluirs, 
which will ensure my having a consultative voice in the spending of the money on the 
Weedicmetie, Ten iu vray class elecous ont iietth jeneral and the 


* Vie, interost at 7 per cent. on— 
2 
140,000. B10 per mensem, 
£200,000, 
1000000 ¢ 


Toul .. 





858 


Swedish colonel, who constantly seek my advice and assistance, ‘The Treasury may rest 
‘assured that T shall know how the money is spent. 5 ae 

T have made no statement about Bahrein and trucial subjects beyond ineludi ng the 
two questions amongst the desiderata of His Majesty's Government when submitting 
them semi-offcially to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Tras awaiting instructions as 
to how T should treat the question, which could be included in a note recountin the 
arrangement reached at the conclusion of the negotiations if yon would instruct me as 
to howw it should be worded. 





(12158) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey,—(Recewved March 15.) 
(No. 111) 
(reiegraphis) R. Tehran, March 15, 1913. 
FOLLOWING from the Government of India, addressed to Secretary of State for 
Tndin, 14th March :-— 


“Shiraz, Your telogram of 7th March, é 
We consider proposal to withdraw Central Todia Horse should be approved in 
nd that details of withdrawal and route to be taken should be lett to local 


May Tin the circtmstances inform the Persian Government of the intention to 
withdraw the Central India Horse? I think it desirable that they should learn this 
‘secret will soon be out, 





(12161) No. 50/. 


G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Reccived March 15.) 
(Nographio). Re St, Petersburgh, March 15, 1913. 
OUR telegram No. 219 of 13th March, i ay 5 

‘Who Assistant Minister for Forcign Affairs gave me to-day an aide-mémoire in 
reply to the communication which T made to the Minister yesterday. 

Tt states that the Imperial Gove ecoived the reply from the 
Porsian Government to the conditions which it attached with regard to the repayment 
of the advance, and that in order to preserve Anglo-Russian solidarity in this matter 
it would be preferable that our share should only be paid in simultaneously with the 
Russian share, : 

His Excellency assured me that this would be done as soon as the Persian 
Govornment assented to the term proposed by the Russian Government for the 
repayment of the advance. 





[11806) * No. 508. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
No, 287) 
Ghai Taye Pereim Offee, March 15,1913. 
Sit W. TOWNLEY'S telogram No. 105 of LAth March Salar-ed-Dowleh, 
Tn view of opinion held by Sir W. Townley and Russian chargé d'affaires regarding 
Sular-ed-Dowleh’s appointment, you should inform Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
‘iat Lam propared. dt his Bxcolleney will act similarly, to urge tho Prince to leave 
Porsia if Persian Government will increase his pay. 
(Repeated to ‘Tehran, No, 128.) 
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112351] No. 509. 


Consul Crow to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived March 17.) 
(No.2. Commercial.) 
Sir, Basra, February 22, 1913. 

MY attention ins been drawn to a suggestion emanating, T think, from the British 
Residency at Bushire, that British shipping companies should associate in order to 
form a lighterage syndicate to meet their combined requirements in this respect 
Persian Gulf. As the port of Basra is included in the proposed scheme, the following. 
observations in regard to lighterago, as the question presents itself in any consular 
district, may perhaps not he considered out of place. 

Tt Seems that natural causes’ tend to deepen the channel of appronch over the bar 
at the entrance to the Shattcl-Arab, There is much more wator thin beforo., Ocean 
steamers, which formerly loaded down to 18 fect draught at Basra, ean now safely load 
down to 20 feet and pass over the bar with little difficulty, High’ spring tides at the 
bar show about 14) ft. 6 in, depth of water. ‘The British India Company's subsidiary 

chich are large vessels, usually now load down to 19) feet &0 as to be on. 
‘They cross the bar at this draught and need no lighterage. 

Lighterage is not much required by incoming vessels, but in certain cases, 
according to the nature of the cargo carried, outgoing vessels are still ightered. ‘This 
is especially the case in the date season, owing to the nature of their cargo. Somo 
ships—for it depends very much on their build—require no lighterage at all, and can 
take a full cargo at Basra. This is often the case with grain cargoes. Modern built 
ships, especially, can take more cargo on less draught than vessels of an older typo; 
eg, the“ Masliona” and the ** Vosges," in the date season, both loaded about the same 
quantity of dates (between 5,000 and 6,000 tons), but the lightored cargo of the 
sltalous" amounted to 2,000 tons, whilo that of the "* Vorgea”” vas only about 

tons. 

Under these improved conditions the neod for lighters at Basra seems to bo 
decreasing, and Iam informed that it no longer pays to keep so many lighters in the 
river. 

Rates of freight'from Basra to the bar wero formerly 4 or even 5 rupees per ton. 
‘Tho rate has now fallen to 3 rupees per ton, 

‘The “Mogna,” a steamer of 772 tons register, with a carrying capacity of 
1,700 tons, which belonged to the British India Steam Navigation Company, and was 
stationed here six years for lightering purposes, has recently been sold to the Japanese, 
and left the river. She will not, 1 am. told, be replaced. ‘The “Megna” was run on 

ies, and, according to the owners, ata loss, but the vessel did by 
share of the lighterage work of the port, and hor record for 1912 i 
interesting. ‘The cargo lighitered to the bar in her was a8 follows 


(Also lightered by the “Totus,”) 
1" 1,475 tons, 
“ Luristan,” 1,989 tons, 
 Mashona,” 883 tons. (Also lightered by the “Lotus, 
Amatonga,”’ 1,601 tons, 
isterre,” 1,320 tons, 
nent,” 1,294 tons. 
“ Mashona," 1 


“Gorjistan,” 1,620 tons. 


It is incorrect to say, as T have seen it stated, that Vessels of ordinarily deep 
draught only load half cargoes at Basra, and take the rest through lighters at the bar,” 
‘The more correct proportions of a general cargo would be, I think, over two-thirds in 
the ship and less than one-third in the lighter, but it depends very much, of course, om 
the nature of tho cargo taken. 

‘The only steam lighters now left in the river are— 


1, The “Lotus,” belonging to the Bucknall line, 383 tons register and 800 tons 
ity. ‘The vessel is more than sixty years old, 
waite Hall,” belonging. to, Strick, Soott and Co., 445 tons register 
and 900 tons carrying capacity. ‘The veasel is in good order, 
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3, Tho “ Jaffari,’ belonging to Aga Jaffar, nativeagent of the Bombay and Persian 
Tine, 700 tons register and’ 1400. tons carrying capacity. ‘The condition of the 
vessel is doubtful. 

oe the John 0, Seott,” belonging to Kassim Khederi, native agent of tho West 
Hartlepool line, 782 tons resister and 000 tons carrying eapacity. If surveyed there 
is no doubt this vessel would be found unseavworthy 
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ort ae rexards Tighterage appear to be already amply suppli the fu 

Fighters now here lave little to do, and more often than not are lying idle 

iat Thave, &. Z 
F. E, CROW. 
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12302) No. 510. 

Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 17.) 
(We 11, Commercial.) Prorat 


at aes F 3 che 
WITH roforence to Sir A. Cox's despatch No. 1, Commercial, of the 17th January, 
to th Pursigu Ofc, on the subject of the possibility of promoting British and Indian 
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trade by inducing the colonel commanding the gendarmerie to place as many orders as 
possible in the British Empire for the general equipment of his force, I have the honour 
to report that I have brought the matter to Colonel Hjalmarson’s attention. 

T have suggested that a list of all requirements should be furnished to His 
Majesty's Legation with a view to its being transmitteil to the Board of Trade, 

Colonel Hjalmarson has shown himself well disposed in this connection and is 
consulting Major Siefvert at Shiraz on the subject. Ihave the honour to enclose copy 
of Colonel Hjalmarson’s letter referred to abov 

Thave instructed His Majesty's consul at Shiraz to press Major Siefyert to furnish 
him with a similar list of requirements which may be forwarded to the Government of 
India for the use of British Indian merchants, 

Thave, &. 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 510. 
Colonel Hjalmarson to Sir W. Townley. 


W, le Ministre, Péhéran, te 2 mara, 191! 

POUR faire suite & votre lettre en date du 1 mars, j'ai Phonneur do porter & 
votro haute connaissance que je me suis immédiatement mis en communication avec lo 
Major Siefvert & Chiraz au sujet de Yapprovisionnement de la gendarmerie de In 
province de Fars et de Vachat des fournitures nécessaires cette gondarmerie. 
‘Aussitét que je serai en possession do la réponse du major, je me ferai un dovoir do 
‘yous la transmettre. 

Déji, par une dépéche du 17 février, le Major Siofvort_m’annongait qu’il avait 
commandé de Yétoffe pour des eapotes, des feutres, des bottines et autres articles & 
Bombay, ce qui m’amenait & penser quill s’était adrossé a des maisons anglaises ou 
anglo-indiennes ; surtout toujours été dans notre intention d'acheter aux Indus 
toutes les fournitures nécessaires la gendarmerie du sud pour commencer, et plus 
tard, aprés pacification des routes conduisant du sud au nord, une grande partie des 
fournitures néeessaires Ia gendarmerie du nord, les marchands russes, & qui nous 
nous sommes adressés, ayant tous refuse de fournir des comiuandes qu'ils jugeaiont 
trop petites pour s'en occuper. 

fe m'empresse Wajouter qu'il y a longtemps que pour fournir & la gendarmerie 
cortaines pitces de l'’équipement, comme les ceintures, cartouchidres, sacs, courroies de 
carabine, &c.,je me suis mis en communication aveo la maison anglaiso qui précisément 
4 fourni ces articles & une grande partic des troupes anglaises coloniales, 

Mais nous avons beaucoup hésité jusqu'ict & nous adresser aux maisons étrangbres 
Gant donnée la situation économique particuliére de Ia gendarmerie que vous n'étes pas 
sans ignorer; les maisons étrangres désirent aussi ordinairement qu'on leur effectuc les 
payements d'avance, mais la gendarmerie a besoin qu'on Ini fasso créuit, parco qu'elle 
n'a jamais de grosses sommes i sa disposition, étant obligée de répartir & pou pros 
également ses dépenses sur chaque mois. 

Niayant pas trouvé certains articles de qualité satisfaisante ici on Perso, et les 
marchands russes, comme je V'ai dit plus haut, n'ayant pas youlu s'occuper de nos 
commancles, nous nous sommes adressés dans un petit nombre do cas aux fournisseurs 
de notre armée, dabord pour éviter toute perte d'un temps qu'il aurait fallu consacrox 
Achercher dautres waisons ’ I'étranger, ensuite parce que nous tions cortains do In 
qualité des articles, et enfin parce que ces fournisseurs nous connnissant ont consenti i 
nous faire erédit. 

Copendant, In question des armes est trbs difficile A nésoudre ; car maintenant que 
nous avons déja adopté un certain systéme, & savoir, In carabine Mauser de 8 inillim, 
et Ja mitraillense Maxim du méme calibre, il y aurait de nombreux inconvénients & 
changer de systéme. 

Ta raison pour laquelle nous avons fait notre premitre commande d’armes en 
Allemagne est que les conditions auxquelles nos avons pu faire ces achats étaient 
infiniment plus avantageuses—souloment 18 marks par carabine absolument neuvo— 
que toutes celles qui, d’autre part, nous furent soumises sur nos demandes ; en outre, 
eesarmes ctaient livrées directement des dépots du Ministire de la Guerre d’ Allemagne, 
et ayant subi un contrdle gouvernemental nous avions une garantie absolue a 'égard 
de Your qualité. 
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Dans tous nos achats nous avons exclusivement eu comme objectif la modicité des 
pris, ala condition, bien entendu, que la qualité soit satisfaisante, et par conséquent je 
serais évidemment trés reconnaissant de l’assistance dont il est parlé A Varticle 4 de 
Paide-mémoire du 28 février, 1913. 
Veuillez, &e. 
Le Chef-Instructeur de la Gendarmerie gouvernementale, 
H. HJALMARSON. 





(12300) No. 511. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 17) 
No. 48, 
oe Tehran, March 4, 1913. _ 
FHAVE the honour to bring to your notice a serions caso of illicit trading in 
‘arms and aninunition in the interior of Persia, in which British Indian subjects are 
implicated 
Pike easo a5 reported by the British vice-eonsul at Yea is as follows -— 


Sovoral Afghan borderers from the Quetta frontier district were attacked in Persia 
by Beharloos in May 1910. Since then they have been loafing about in the Tspaban 
and Yerd district in the hope of obtaining compensation for their camels and property 
looted, Their claim was partially settled Inst August when a sum of 401, was recovered 
‘and distributed among the claimants. At first they appeared to be following their own 
Occupation of camelmien with afew camels which the British vice-consul at Yezd was 
fable to recover for thom. But the latter reports that of late they have adopted the 
Micit trado of buying rifles from gunshops in Yezd and Kerman, ‘These. they take 
ot into distant distriets whoro th ind ready, purchasers. From Mr. Blackman’s 
Teport they appear to drive an excellent trade. a 

They give the British vico-eonsul at Yezd an infinite amount of trouble. ‘They 
‘aro always quarrelling with the towns-people or the Bakhtiaris and omit to pay their 
debts, Mrs Blackman states that they are ready enough to come to hisn for assistance 
Hut pay no attention to his injunction when they are in the wrong, as they know, that 
lie hnw no means of coercing them, He would be glad to see them leave the district. 

Th this connection I should state that the Persian Government recently complained 
to mo of tho refusal of Mr, Blackman to furnish thom with details of the contents of 
tivo, eases of ammunition which had arrived at Yezd—the property of the said British 
Tndian subjects, I uphold Mr. Blackman’s attitude, but in viow of the special 

cumstances of the case I authorised him to give the local authorities the desired 
information as.an act of grace. ei 

From a telogeam which Ihave recently received from the Perso-Baluch frontier 
it would appear that a constant infiltration of arms is going on among the tribesmen in 
those districts and that the souree of the supply is uncertain, : 

Thave little doubt that these British Indian subjects at Yezd aro responsible for 
‘certain amount, and Tam of opinion that we should endeavour to put a speedy check 
to their dealings. ‘ 

Tyvould avggest, therefore, for your consideration, that should be instructed to 

form His Majesty's consular officers at Ispahan, Yezd, and Kerman that His Majesty's 
Government withdraw their protection in Persia from these dealers unless or until 
thoy desist from this illicit tratli os 

‘This threat might prove a suilicient deterrent, especially in view of the fact that 
ono of the men in question is father-inclaw to the consulate inunshi in Kerman, whose 

flueneo on ou behalf cond bo counted typon, : a 5 

Tam instructing Mr, Blackman to warn, the men that their proceedings are being 
closely watched, that unless they mend their ways serious consequences. will befall 
them, and that they would do well to return hom s 

‘As rewards the unsettled portion of their claim against the Persian Government, 

imounts to some 181,, it appears to mo that in consequence of the trade tho men 
ao cazrying on they are quite unworthy of our support aud T would request, your 
sanction to striking out this item from the claims filed at this legation against the 
Persian Government. 
2 Thavo, &- 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





112301) 
(Received March 11.) 


; Tehran, March 6, 1913, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 88 of the 3rd March, T have the honour to 
jt to you herewith copy of the note addressed by the Minister for Foreign 
Affnirs to the two legations on the 2nd March urging an carly reply in the matter of 
the conditions attached to the advances. 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No 512. 


Vossul-ed-Dowleh to Sir W. Townley. 
(Trauslation,) 
Your Excellency, March 2, 1913, 

YOU are of courso aware that when the formation of the Cabinet was under 
Giscussion the present members of it made their acceptance of office conditional on 
‘a loan sufficiently large to bring about the restoration of order and peace a5 well as to 
admit of the execution of such necessary reforms as wero of immediato need. ‘They 
also considered the assistance of the English and Russian Governments in arranging 
this loan necessary. Your Excellency, as well as M, Poklowsky-Koziell, tho Russian 
Minister at "Tehran, approved of the viows exprossed by the members of the Cabinot 
before its final formation in regard to the loan, and promised the assistance of the two 
Governments in the matter, In order to fucilitato the efforts of the Ministers to put 
the above-mentioned intentions successfully. into execution an immediate advance on 
account of the Ioan was proposed by you both, In reality, ono of the causes of the 
formition’ of tho prosent Cablast was the Hope entertained of tho fulllinont of that 
promise, and, indeed, since the formation of the Ministry I have repeatedly reminded 
‘you verbally’ of this’ question, and have heard you confirm that promise. ‘The utmost 
That you and your colleagu stated was tat” the settlement of the loan question 

wided upon the arrival of the representative of the syndicate which had to arrange 

but you agreed to the immediato need of the advanco, and recognised 

ifference of opinion en my Government and the Russian. Legation—m 
Government expecting a sum of 600,001 in view of the parity of the amount with 
the instalments of the future loan; while the Russian Legation thought the payment 
of that amount dificult—but as at the time the question of the concession of tho 
Tulfa-Tabriz, Railway, and the option of the Mohammerali-Khoremabad Railway wore 
under discussion, my Government afforded first a satisfactory. termination to. those 
questions, and did not refrain from rendering an assistance which it considered to 
be beyond its sphere of duty, After the couclusion of the concession the Russi 
Minister informed me that his Government was only prepared to give an advan 
200,001, to the Persian Government on the same conditions as the advances mado in 
I9L1 and 1912 bearing interest at7 per cent., and that before the loan was made tho 
Russian Government wished that the surplus’ of the customs revenues of Northern 
Persia should be assigned for the repayment of the above-mentioned advances, 

After consultation in the Cabinet, I, being under the impression that the same 
couiditions would be proposed by the British Government in connection with the 
advance, informed you and your Russian colleague, through the Mouhaver-ul-Mamalek, 
Under-Sccretary to the Foreign Office, of tho views of my Government, of the 
difficulties of the conditions, and the impossibility of my Government taking advantage 
of such an advance. In the meantime I submitted the conditions under which tho 
Persian Government could accept the advance in question and profit by it, Your 
Excellency concurred personally with the views: of the Cabinet and myself in tho 
matter, and promised to telegraph on the subject to your Government and obtain 
satisfactory answer for me. His Excellency M, Poklowsky-Koziell and M. Sabline, 
the Russian chargé d'affaires, promised me their assistance in bringing my proposals, 
with the same object, to the notice of their Government. Up to this dato, although 
more than ten days have elapsed since I made the above-mentioned proposals, no 
answer lias been received from you or from the Russian Legation, 

Under these circumstances I have considered it necessary to draw your attention 
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in writing to the verbal negotiations which have passed betweon us, and the views of 
Ty Government in connection with the immediate need of an advance under the 
Cenditions L have already proposed, and to impress on you the difficulties of the 
Persian Government in the event of delay occurring in the settlément of the matter. 
‘At tho same time. I do not consider it superfluous to draw your attention to the fact 
that, in view of the approaching New Year, the Persian Government consider it 
necessary that they should know the decision within a weok, % 

T appeal to your Exeellency's good offices in this matter to bbtain a reply from 
your Government within the fixed period and inform me of the same. 

Tavail, &e. 
'VOSSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 





















(12449) No. 513. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received March 17.) 


Tehran, March 17, 1913. 
P. Cox telegraphed to the Government of India that tho 
Turopean community at Bushire was greatly scared by outrage upon Constant, that 
gondarines (since disbanded) were not very reliable force, and that the governor had 
Only some fifty or sixty riflemen, who were not sufficient for him to make any effective 
provision for safety of Europeans. = 
For the above reasons, in order to be able to eupply sepoy guard to such families 
‘as might ask for one, and to demonstrate that some notice was being taken of the 
tecont outrago, Sir b. Cox suggests that the 2nd Rajputs should be transferred from 
‘Task to Bushire, leaving only a small detachment at the former place. 
Sir P. Cox now informs me that the Government of India has adopted his 
suggestion, and that one officer with forty sopoys and one Maxim gun will be left at 
Sask, 
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jong as to whether or no Tshould make a communication to the 
‘sing the movement on the exceptional circumstances which 



























(12434) No. 514. 
W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 17.) 
(No, 113.) 
(Delogeeaphic.) Tehran, March 17, 1913. 





R. 

MY telegram No, 106 of 14th March. 

‘ho taidors, who hnd retired to the hills on 16th March, attacked Bunder Abbas 
fon tho morning of 16th March; further hostilities anticipated. Senior naval officer 
foports tho position therefore somowhat critical, and British subjects have boon invited 
totake shelter at the vice-consulate, ‘Twenty rifles and two Maxims have been landed 
to reinforce the guard at the vice-consulate, and His Majesty's ship has gone to Jask to 
Dring up fifty more men swith British officer. 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 17.) 


) 2 Tehran, March 17, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 122 of 12th March, 

Following ttom His Majesty's representative at Shiraz : 

“Tam not quite sure whether by ‘normal consular guard’ is meant guard of 
twelve sowars together with detachment of thirty-five infantry which was guard of 
this consulate from 1909 until November 1911, when it was increased to its present 
dimensions, or whether the Foreign Office means only guard of twelve sowars, as it 
was before the year 1909." 






























“telegram and approveil transfer of Rajputs to Bunder Abbas ti 





364° 


119236] No. 5128, 
Admiral i : 
{Coalientialyce oe ee eee eg tes Me 3) 


Sir, i 

7 Admiralty, March 17, 1913, 

sup eA gommanded. by my Lords Commissioners of the TSE Sie era 
e information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 

the Commander-in-chief, East Indies, dated the 17th instant, relative to the state of 








affairs in the Persian Gulf, 
Copy has been sent to the India Office, 


Tam, &e, 
W. GRAHAM GREENE. 


Commander-in-Chiej, Bast Indies, to Admiralty, 


(Telegraphic.) M 

: farch 17, 1913, 
TT is reported that a large foreo of tribesmen collected near Lar with view to an 
attack on Bunder Abbas, and force of 200 raiders appeared in Bunder Abbas district 
on the 12th March, and raided villages 4 miles from town. H.M.S. “Karanja” aud 
tclors” proceeded there on the 15th, but district reported quiet though raiders stl 
Fates telegram Iast night, 16th March, from senior naval officer, 


“Have jut arrived. 
“Deputy-Governor, whom we interviewed, wishes any raiders seen 

‘ 5 i at back of 
town to bo fied on by ships of war, Tam sending an additional guard of two Maxims 

d twenty rifles for consulate, ‘Odin’ is to bring one English officer and fifty 
ajputs from Jask, On her arrival I can bring up 150 held in readiness at my 
structions by officer commanding. 150 from ships could be landed then, also to help 

ico of town, as I consider this force necessary. Situation critical, further 
at ig expected during night in viewSof attack on town this morning, 
«Britis aubjeotsraquosted to assomblo at congulata for night 
Now considered that party reported on the 11th March to | 
not connected with raids in neighbourhood of town,”” Pe Natit! 
Above telegram sent to admiral and Political Resident, 

_ Government of India and Political Resident requested transfer of headqua 
Rajputs to Bushire owing to disturbances following attack on the Belgias Diels 
of Customs, Had given orders accordingly, but cancelled them when received above 
order restored, as 
































arranged by the senior naval oflicor, 
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(12587) No. 516*. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received March 18.) 


in, India Office, March 17, 1913. 
* WITH referente to previous correspondence on the subject of the lighting and 
buoyage of the Persian Gulf, Tam directed to invite reference’ to the telegraphic 
correspondence as to the proposed substitution of Musandim for Little Quoin Tsland as 
corrosponclence a Ha iithouses whose establishment bas been sanctioned by His 
Majesty's Government. 4 
Pthe adoption of this Proposal strongly favours on 
stato ‘rounds, would involve st pe line 2 
Government. Government, as being 


solution, however, 
that-an agreement mig! 
maintain a lighthouse, but not the le 
Government, 7 

Perro nstructing the Government of India to approach the Sultan in the mattar, 
hin Losdeltp will nwatt an exprosslon of the views of the Secretary of Stato for Foreign 
Affairs, - 

1 eopy of this lotor is being eommunieated to the Adiniralty. 

ain, Xe. 


'T, W. HOLDERNESS 
= 


Jlosure 1 in No. 516". 


‘The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India. 


India Office, March 3, 1913. 
ed January from the. Resident, Bushire, 

February from your Foreign Secretary. 
Please ye substituting Musandim for 


Little Quoin as a lighthouse arising from the 1862 
firation not being taken into account. | T 

‘ralty before the Committee of Imperial Defence that ti 

talks Bosslan Gulf should not be on the northern side of the Straits, but on 


Musandin. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe, aS 

(Telegraphic.) P. ‘ March 12, 1913. 

HIGHMHOUSHE on Lit Qwoin a natant 

Please refer to your telegram dated the 3rd instant. ht . 

prea ee Guia site fe shown by the report of the Lighting and Buoying 
Commnittes to bo. preferable for purely technical reasons, but a practicable eite is 
eae yy Musautin Island, which, farther, is preferable to auy other site, on the 
Mfomontory, as itis separated from the mainland by a narrow channel which would 
Fen Rooper of tht lighthouse from being troubled by tribesmen. | Apart from the 
Tee eer ring from the Declaration of 1862, vo agree to adopt Musandin 
Cons  e uokt, so as to conform to views ofthe Admiralty, and also to establish 
‘gradually our position on the promontory. 

(Repeated to Resident, Bushire.) 
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{12449} No. 516. 


of Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 130.) 
(Telegraphic.) Re Foreign Ofice, March 17, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 112 of 17th March: Bushire. alte 
Admiral has telegraphed that Rajputs are going to Bunder Abbas. When do 
gendarmerie contingent arrive at Bushire ? 





(12604) No, 517. 


an Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 18.) 
‘No, 115.) 
(ieiearbie) R Telan, March 18, 1913, 
MY telegram No, 119 of 17th March, 
Bruder “Abbas reports one officer, forty-one men, and two Musing landed 
18th March, Raiders are attempting vainly to negotiate, ‘The situation is better, 





(12631) No. 518. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived Mareh 18.) 
(No. 116.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, Mareh 18, 1913. 

MY telegram No, 105 of 14th March, 

Prime Minister has requested me again to call_ your attention to the case of 
Salar-et-Dowleh nnd the governorship of Resht, His Highness said that this ecoentrio 
prince has now renewed his demand that a Russian Cossack guard shull bo attached 
to him during bis tenuro of the post offered to him, Alnes-Sultaneh added that 
it is impossible for the Persian Government to confirma the appointment of « man who 
insists on such an outrageous condition, and expressed the hope that the two 
Governments might yet bo able to persuade him to go to Europe. 

Russian chargé d'affaires confirms the story, which he hus reported to his Govern- 
meat. He said that Salar demanded a guard of 200 men with 2 officers. 





(12623) 9, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Groy.—(Reecived March 18, 
(No. 119.) 2 oe ) 
(Telegraphic) R. Teliran, March 18, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No, 130 of 17th March. 
Rajputs mentioned in It sentence of ry telegram No. 119 of 17th March will 
presumably only remain quite short time, 
‘The gendarmerie should reach Bushire about the end of April. 





(12616) No. 520. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 18.) 


fo, 152.) 
{it phic.) R, Constantinople, March 18, 1913. 

GOUT aespatch No. 75 of 6th March : Turoo-Persan frontier 

The Russian Ambassador says that ho hus no instructious to discuss line, but 
personally he sees no objection to the line as recommended in your despateh above 
Inentioned, but made the suggestion for retention by Persia of the Serkala plain 
inhabited by Shiahs tribe. 

This is nov marked on map, but extends roughly from ‘Tepe Schahou to Senglor 
Mountain, and is watered by Abassan River. I had expected that the Russian 
Ambassador would have something to say on Hakki Pasha’s proposals (see your 
felegram No. 204 of Sth Mach to nnstantinople), but he had received nothing from 
St. Petersburgh, ‘The Grand Vizier and Minister for Foreign Affairs told me yesterday 
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‘hal they had appointed military commission to examine the whole frontier question, 
rand that they expected its conclusions shortly. ‘ = 
Texprewod hurprse, in view of promises recently given 99 definite answer. 
Commission was not mentioned to Russi Ziassador, who again insisted on 
‘acooptance of our two notes before ‘discussion of compensations to be given to Turkey. 





(12610) No, 521. . 


Sir . Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived March 18.) 
(No, 917) 
fase phic.) St, Petersburgh, March 18, 1918. 
“XURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
Hoon eonde yet revolved roply. to your telegram No. 204 of 9th March as the 
Ministor for Foreign Afluirs is consulting the Russian ‘Ambassdor at Constantinople. 


aaa eallonoy, however, seems favourably impressed with Turkish proposals. 





(12615) No. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdward, Grey.—(Received March 18.) 


St, Petersburgh March 18, 1913. 
arch : Salar-ed-Dowleh. i 
ng his deGinite answer, said that he 





No. 623 
Sir Kdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 


(ele hie) 1 Foreign Ofieo, March 18, 1913. 
Ee GOHANAN'S telegram No, 92 of 15th March : Joint advance. 
Pe ould point out to Rersian Government that the delay in making the j 

advance is now with them. 

(itepeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 237.) 


(12158) No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Towentey. 
No, 193.) 
'Pelographic.) BR. Foreign Office, March 18, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 111 of 1th Marel ; Shira Sie ee 
doeae terra to inform, Persian Government of the intention of His Majesty's 
Government to withdraw the regiment, ; i 
Mo approve proposal respecting, Majors Cox and Fowlet, provided there is reason, 

H reer ean Fough Shirwe in safely, and Colonel Douglas sees no oie 
Howe they prea upon the Persian Government that the withdrawAt of 8 is foree 
witha lis Majesty's Government taking any steps themselves to, sectre the order 

{upon the road that is essential to British trade wales it incumbent upon the Pe 

Upon a paake’ no farther dilleuties about the loan of 100,000), which is 

corre to enable the Persian Government themselves to protect the trade route, 


111708) Ne 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


No, 13 ‘i 
eegrai R. Foreign Ofieo, March 18, 1913. 


OHA MMERAH-KHOREMABAD Railway. 


Persian Tilways Syndicate are dispatching party of four engineers to Mobam- 
101 


ineraf alte they Will arzive about 10th April, to conduct revounaissanee of lower 


307 


portion of Mohammorab-Khoremabad Railway, and to make arrangements for main 
Eirvey party, who will commence work September next 
Tent’ party will only undertake such work a8 they can safely do until more 
desinite arrangement arg mae for their protection, presumably only a8 far as Dizful, 
You should inform Sir P, Cox, and instruct him to give the party every assistance 
in his power, and, if he has no objection, to direst, Wilson to accompany the party. 





(12469) No. 526. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


No. 135.) 
Gleiegraphic) Re Foreign Office, March 18, 1913, 
FOUR tolegram No, 114 of 17th March: Shiraz, 
sean relseay whether infantry detachment of fifty-nine men, if sent with eavalny 
reine ne he coast, will need to be replaced, or whether His Mujesty'e consul 
creams his escort of twelve sowars would be sufficient in future for all purposes. 





(12794) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. * 
No, 146.) 
Telegraphic.) 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

‘A the aix weeks agreed to by the Russian Government enrly in February, for 
furtion negottatigns are about to expire, I should be glad to know whether the Turkish 
are eee Roreign Affairs hus adliered to his promiso as recorded in your Exeelioney’s 
telegram No. 94 of 17th February. 


Foreign Office, March 18, 1913. 





(11713) No. 528. 
Foreign Ofice to Board of Trade. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 18, 1013. 

LAM directed by Scoretary Sir B Groy to transmit to you herewith, for submnission 
to the Boand of Trade, copies of two communications which hayo been received 
Mi Grocaway referring to the counter-proposals of the Porsian Government 
eee rena inining eoneession, Which were contained in Sir W. Townley's despa 
Ne. Sh of the T6th ultimo, copy of which has already heen sent to yout 

Tele coon from the enclosures that Mr. Greonway, regards the Versian 
counter proposals as inadequate, and considers that they do not afford @ basis for 
negotiation. 

Tefore taking any action on these communications from Mr. Groe 
Groy would be glad to be favoured with any observations which the Board 
to make on the Persian counter-proposals. 

Tam, 


eo. 
LOUIS’ MALLET. 





(10545) No. 529. 
Foreign Office to Troasury. 


¥ Foreign Office, March 18, 1913. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 16th January, 1912, relative to the proposed 
establishment of wireless telegraph stations in the Persian Gulf, am directed by 
Hee teny Sir Balward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy af a further Jettor, from 
scott) Officet respecting a proposal now made by the Government of Iudia te 
aoe aie pe actablishment at Ling of the portable station originally contemplated and 
aoa otitute for it au overland telegraph line from that place to Bunder Abbus, os 


© Nos. 425 and 480. No. 417. 
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shown on the accompanying map,* the project to be financed, in the event of the 
Pomian Covernment being unable to find the money, by an arrangement on the lines 
of the Henjam—Bunder Abbas connection, ‘and the cost divided between the Imperial 
and Indian exchequers. 

Tam also to transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of His 
ae ‘Treasury, copy of the agreement, whereby the arrangement referred to was 
made. 
‘heir Lordships will obserye that importance is, attached to this proposed 
i anodification of the original scheme, and that, though its initial cost is greatly in 
‘excess of that involved in the establishment of a portable station, the recurring charge 
will, it is believed, be very much less, 

Lam accordingly to express the hope that, in view of these considerations, the 
i Lords Commissioners inay see their way to sanction the charge to Imperial funds of 
} half the cost involved in the proposed change of plan, 

Tam to request that the map may be returned to this Office in due course. 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 
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reign Office to Mr. Greenway. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 18, 1913. 
WITH roference to your‘letter of the 18th ultimo, enquiring as to the means 
which will be found for providing capital for the Ya fa—Tabriz, Railway, I am directed 
by Secretary Sir B, Grey to inform you that a dospatch has been received from His 
Majesty's Ambassador at St, Potersburgh reporting a conversation on this subject wath 
the Russian ister for Foreign Affairs. 
Tn the course of this conversation, M. Sazonof observed that the railway would be 
iderable distance all that would be necessary 
‘A Government guarantee wonld there- 
aise the money from private sources. 
to be no guarantee, he gaye no 




















Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


SS Eee 











{11876) No. 531. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 18, 1913. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 28th January and previous correspondence, 





relative to the contemplated increase in th ue of the paper Bank of Persia, 
Tam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, having carofully 
considered the matter in consultation with the law officers of the Crown, he is of 
opinion that the bank has the right to expand its note circulation to 1,100,0001. only 
‘and not to 1,300,001. as is the intention of the directors. 

‘Phe reason for this opinion is that the paid-up eapital of the company (350,000), 
Jess the sum paid for the concession ‘Q001.), amounts to 450,000L,, and that the 
difference between the metallic reserve (650,000/,) and the amount of the notes in 
circulation must not exceed that sum (450,000L.). 



















Tam, 





ke. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





SS eee eee 


+ Agreement of May 13, 1905, 





* Not reproduced. 








[12834] No. 
Admiralty to Foreign. Offce.—(Received March 19.) 


Sir, Admiralty, March 19, 1913. 
TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, paraphrase of a telegram 
dated to-day from the Commanderin-Chief, Past Indies. 
am, &, 
MW, GRAHAM GREENE. 


—— 
Enclosure in No. 
Commander-in-Chief, Hast Indies, to Admiralty. 


(Telographic.) P. ; ; Mareh 19, 1913. 
(eT RERRING to my telegram No, 3, senior naval officer, Persian Gulf, reports 
situation to-day at Bunder Abbas casier, Raiders estimated number 150 mounted 
350 unmounted still in vicinity, Message from Kawam-ul-Mulk of, Shiraz, chief 
of these Baharlus, ordering them to withdraw immediately, was received yesterday 
morning and sent on by Governor, Bunder Abbas, who took opportunity of informing 
raiders that there ‘vere ample resources for defence of town, both men and otherwise. 
Hlis Majesty's ship “Odin,” with consular guard from Jask, expected to-morrow ; 
“Alert” shortly. : ° 
Senior naval officer will uot require further assistance, and lias communicated 
with officer commanding at Jask to effect that the 160men need not be sent at present, 
Dut should be kept ready. 
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12720) No. 532. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice—(Reeeived March 19.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, with reference to the latter's letter of the 
14th instant regarding the joint Anglo-Russian advance to the Persian Government, is 
directed to inform him that the sum of 100,001. was paid by the Accountant-General 
of this Office to the Imperial Bank of Persia on the 10th instant, 


India Office, March 18, 1913, 





(12714) No. 533. 


Report by Mrs Shipley—(Received at Foreign Osfice, March 19, 1913.) 


The Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, 1912, 

‘THE subjects dealt with by the commission from the 26th March (the date of its 
first sitting) to the 25th October (tle date of its prolongation for three months) were 
the following, vi 


1. The question of the acceptance by the Persian delegates of the explanatory note 
relating to Mohammerah attached to the treaty of 1848, the Turkish delegates declaring, 
fat the outsot of the proceedings of the commission that the note in question, which 


must also be taken into consideration, 


‘The arguments respecting tions will be found in Procise 

verbaue Nos. 8 to 5. Briefly put, the contention of the Turkish delegates was to the 

effect that the Ottoman Government had only consented to ratify the ‘Treaty of 

of 1848 on the expres, stipulation that the conditions, constituting the 

‘ory note were accepted by the Persian Government, and on formal notification 

to the Porte by the ves of the two mediating Powors, vita, 

in and Russia on, the 1848, of the acceptance by’ that 

Government through its ploni Mehmed Ali Khan, of the note in 

question as r y. ‘The chief arguments made use of by the 

(1.) That as their Gov 

intogral part of the Treaty of Erzerou 

‘That the note in question constituted a modification of the provisions of the 

and, lastly, that, as in order to conclude or modify a treaty the 

‘of both parties must be invested with full powers, the Anglo-Rustian 

1848 could not be admitted by the Persian Government, Mirza Mebmed Ali 
Khan not having full powers for this modification, 


no knowledge of this note it could not form an 


At the sitting, however, of the commission of the 15th August (Proetserbal 
No. 17) this question, which had formed the subject of no little discussion between the 
partes was at length disposi of by the unconditional weeeptanee by the 
legates of the note as forming an integral part of the treaty. 
Zohab.—The question of the delimitation of this province and of the claims of 
a and Turkey respectively thereto was dealt with by the commission in the sittings 
from the Lith April to the Lith July (Procts-verbaux Nos, 4 to 13), 
‘The limits of this province were given by the Persian delegates. in Proets 
No. 4, as being formed on the south by the River Elwend as far as its junction with the 
Shirwan, and from this latter point by the course of the last-mentioned river up to its 
junction with the River: Ziman. (vide (Colonel Shell's map) attadlgd to tho 
Office inemorandum of the Sth December, 1906). Of the share in the p 
1 claimed by the Persian delegates, According to their interpretation of the 
ns of article 2 of the Treaty of Erzeroum, by which the mountainous part sith 
{1602} 5B 
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th valley of Kerrind is given to Persia, it is sufficient: to say. that it is practically 
identical with the line claimed by their predecessors in the eommission of 1848-1852, a8 
shown in Colonel Sheil’s map above referred to. a i 

‘At the succeeding sitting (Procis-rerbal No, 5) a definition of the lin 
based upon the land registers of the vilayet of Bagdad dating from 951 A.n. (1544 a.p.) was 
given by tho Turkish delogatesintheis tur, Previously, however to giving this definition 
gortain districts, such as Kouretou, Tilekow, Hourine, and Pusht-i-Kub, were excluded 
by the lattor from Zohab altogether, it being maintained by them that, as the regi 
above quoted showed, tiese districts formed part of the Bagdad vilayet and Sul 
sanjak respectively. OF the provinee of Zohab thus reduced the western boundary 
would be formed by the Assengheran range beginning from the starting-point of the 
Tntter on the Bhwend River, while the northern boundary would be constituted by a line 
which, starting from a point terminus north of Mount Assengheran and passing by the 
summits of Mounts Basan Garé, and Bizel, wonld terminate at the commune 
of Paves, 

‘The 
of Brae 
































Ottoman delegates then proceeded to quote the clause of article 2 of the Treaty 
m relating to Zohab, the meaning of which, according to them, was clearly: 
that the term “mountainous districts” (icc, the eastern portion of Zohab to be awarded 
to Persin) could only,inelude that part nountains were situated, and that this 
tuchnieal definition could not be made to comprise mere bills, broken ground, and 
lovations which could not be called mountains. ‘The expression, moreover, made use of 
‘ho cliuso in question, viz, (mountainous districts) “ with the valley of Kerrind,” was 
held by the Ottoman delegates to define what, was the eastern portion of Zohab, the 
Tiinite of which according to this phrasing could not extend further than the said valley, 
‘Tho division of Zohib into eastern and western parts was then laid down by the 
Ottoman coninissioners 1s follows + 
Kerrind should be taken on the right and the foot of the mountains followed as 
far as the sanjak of Suleimanich, always leaving these latter to Persia and the valleys 
to the loft to Turkey. 
































red to by the Turkish delegates were not 
esigunted, and therw is thus some uncertainty as to the precise line of demarcation 
intended by them, From the general tenour of their argument, however, it is clear 
that the line in question does not differ essentially from that laid down by the Ottoman 
1851 aa shown in Colonel Sheil’s map above referred to, and that, 

swith the exception, possibly, of the additional pretension put, forward by the present 
Turkish commissioners to reduce the limits of Zohab itself, neither Ottoman nor Persian 
claims have undergone any modification since the last-mentioned date, is 

v discussions on the Zohab question occupied the attention of the commission 
from the 2nd May to the 11th July, and the arguments made use of by the respective 
partion in this connection were embodied in the Procts-eerbause Nos. 5 to 1 
1% the main point on which the arguments all through these 
‘urn was tho question of the validity of the documents which, 
‘nccording to the statement of the Ottoman deleg <d land registration by the 
‘Turkish Government in the districts in dispute dati the year 1544 a.p,, and on 
whieh the former relied not only ax proof of ownership, but also as proof that, these 
Aistricts formed part of the province of Suleimanieh, and had never belonged to Zohab 
1s had becn asserted by their Persian colleagues. 

By the Persian delegates it was maintained — 


(41) ‘That Govornmont registration of lands when in temporary occupation of that 
Governmont could not be accopted as proof of title, and that such registration, being 
unilateral act, could not constitute proof of ownership, as otherwise any act of forcible 
soiauro would, by its being placed on the land registers, create rights for the aggressor. 
(Proces-vorbauat Nos. 6 and 12.) Pars : 

(2) That, further, such registration would be valid only provided it were in 
conformity with treaties still existing and in foree, and in that case it would be the 
treaty from which this registration would derive its validity, for the mere act of 
registration could not serve as proof. Unless, therefore, the Ottoman Government 


‘The nanies of the mountains here 





























































should produce a treaty in force with Persia, dated 1544 A.p,, justifying, this registra- 
tion, the possession by it (of these lands) is nothing but an usurpation ; while as regards 
the treaty of 1140 At, (1727 ap), (quoted by the Ottoman delegates), independent of 
the question of the existence of al, its stipulations were annulled by the treaty 
of 1148 4.1t, (Procta-verbauz: Nos. 8 and 10.) 
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(8) That the argument as to the validity of registration when sanctioned by, 

treaty did not apply on the present occasion, as’ there were no treaties in force at the 

date of the registration mentioned by the Ottoman delegates, and there was no 

Geagee ng in foree ever since, except that of Erzeroum of 1848, (Procts-verbal 
fo. 8.) 


With reference to the question of the boundaries of Zobab as distinct from that. of 
hip, it was argued by the Persian delegates that, in addition to the testimony. 

Efendi and Dervish Pasha (a formes Ottoman commissioner the lates of 
Swhom, in his pomphlet on the matter, had placed Kouretou among other districts within 
Te Tnits of thet province, the boundaries of Zohab given by them—the Persian 
delegates—in Procts-rerbal No, 4 were such as had been established by the Ottoman 
commissioners of 1850. Lastly, while it was true that the territorial situation of the 
two States on the frontier had at all times been subject. to. change, it was evident that 
tho Zoli mentioned in the Treaty of Frgeroum (of 1848) oould not be conceive as 
having boundaries other than those which it could be conceived to have in 1847, and it 
was to fix the.said limits in this sense that the Turkish and Persian commissioners were 
pent to the frontier in 1850. (Procta-tebavss Nos, 6 and 12.) 

‘The case for the Ottoman delegates, as presented by the latter, was— 


(1,) That the land registration referred to by them in Procds-verbal No, 5, dating 
as it did from 1544 a.,, and consequently long anterior to the subsequent conquest, by 
Turkey of Luristan, Khuristan, and Persian Arabistan, sanctioned by the Tureo-Russian 
treaty of 1136 a.nt, and by that concluded with Persia in 1140 utr, could not be 
regarded as haying been effected during a merely temporary occupation. Mere 
saeerene of tonttory not sanctioned by treaty, wuch as thowy of Sultann Salim and 
Sulelman and others, or conquests, such as those’ of Khuzistan, &o,, referred to above, 
Snctioned. by ‘treaties which had been subsequently modified, were not invoked by 
them, their claims being based on authentic documents which were in conformity with 
treaties in force, (Procts-verbal No. 7.) 

(2.) That the assertion made by the Persian delegates that there wero no treaties 
in force except that of Erzaroum was directly contrary to article 9 of the said treaty, 
‘and could hardly, therefore, be made the subject of serious discussion, the otlier treaties 

force being, in fact, confirmed by the Treaty of Erzeroum itself, As this latter 
treaty, moreaver, had ‘confirmed to Turkey the possession of Sulcimanieh, the land 
registers showing the boundaries of that province were documents of an irrefutable 
nature, ‘The treaty of 1140 A. (1727 a.0.), the existence of which had been denied 
by the Persian delegates, existed none the less; but as it hind not been invoked by 
them---the Ottoman delegates—in connection with this subject it was unnecessary to 
enter into details on this matter. (Procts-verbauz Nos. 9 and 11.) 
(3,) ‘That the production of w treaty of the date of 1544 A.b, was unnecessary, as 
the Ottoman delegates—had authentic documents establishing their right of 
powsesion, and which, dating from the, yeas i qustin, wor i contonnity 
sin fores concluded since that year: The land registration, by Porsia undor 
the Kajur dynasty, referred to by the Persian deleyates in Procta-verbal No, 10, effected 
‘ata tine when Persian aggressions on Ottoman territory were in full course, could: not 
constitute authentic documents lnless they were in conformity with treaties in force. 
Further, the priotity of the date 1544 .n, to that of the treaty of 1639 A.p, in no way 
invalidated thie documents in possession of the Ottoman delegates. On the contrary, 
these documents, being in conformity with treaties in force, were confirmed by this 
priority. Lastly, the validity of the stipulations of the above-mentioned treaty of 1689 
Could not be denied by the Persian delegates, repeated and confirmed as they were by 
the subsequent treaties; nor could the Ottoman right of possession, proved by, land 
registration in conformity with existing treaties, constitute an act of forcible seizure, 
asthe Persian delegates had endeavoured to represent it to be. (Procts-verbaus 
Nos. 11 and 13.) 









































































With regard to the question of the delimitation of Zohab itself, it was contended 
by the Ottoman delegates (Procts-verbal No, 18) that the contention of their Persian 
colleagues, viz, that the latter had given the boundaries of that, province as accepted 
by former Ottoman commissioners, was not admissible, for had an arrangement been 
airived at betmeen the two, patios on the question of these, boundaries they—the 
present comtnssioners—would not have been ubliged to discuss it, ‘Tho commissioners 
Ef the two parties, moreover, had not been sent to Zohab to delimitate that province in 
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by the British Legation in the year 1649 to the Bersian Grand, Vizier which it was 
oye il pefaranee to tho question of the aceeptanee of the explanatory note, that 
eeatitution of territory concerned Mohammerah and Zolab only. 





{12708} No. 534. 


Momoranduom respecting Prans-Persian Reilreay—{Comarrenieated by Mr. Hddizon 
(Hoard of Trade), March 19.) 


‘A. CONFERENCE took place on the 10th March, 1913, at the Board of Trade to 
dliseyes with representatives of the British gronp of the Société d)Etncles the questions 
Cigal in Lord, Exrington's memorandum of the 3rd March. ‘There were, prosell 
Bal Tlowallyn Sinith, Al Marvcood, and Mr. Stanley (Board of Trade), Mr. Parker 

reign Office), Sir A. Hirtzel and’ Mr. Brereton (i Office), and Lord Errington, 
Gort am Bigger, and Mr. FC, Harrison (representing the British group), together 
with Mr, Cecil Baring. 

1, With regard to pos ion of a line beyond Bunder Abbas, 80 
as to afford through co i nilia, it was explained to the representatives 
a6 the Betist: group. (and particularly in. answer to a question by Lord Errington 
oF thor the postion east of Bunder Abbas would. be international or British) that the 
Hee ae thetzn participation wax probably not necessarily excluded from that section 
on the main line so far as it might be within Pors at to the predomi 
Oa a itiah eapital and control being secured. Mr, Parker said, however, that if 
sree desired to convey somo final statement to the Société d'Etudes a an official 
Dronouricement the Foreign Offiee would prefer to have the question put to them in 
Writing, with a view to an official answer: 

ME tak of gauge would probably be made at Bunder Abbas, supposing the line 

is India but Mr. Parker stated that the Foreign Oifice con- 
ion between Indian and Russian lines should 
Dad in view, in fact, simply a T 
os) from the Russian frontier to the sea, to be carried out 


‘and control in building and working 
1 of Lord Exrington’s memorandum). 
was now a railway from Astara to the 
found to mean to Bunder Abbas, as 
ly less remunerative. He said 
simultaneous construction of 
ing at a half-way point—eg., at 
Tapahan,  Otherwis at the Russian end and worked south- 
wards Russian trade would follow , and Brit 
Hamediately and alo ultimately, as. the Russians would have 
aa eeaanty bo. The representatives of the British group agreed that simultaneous 
construction was desirable, but doubted whether it could be ai anged for. 

tiie representatives of the British group uskedl whether His Majesty's Government 
contennplatel vo soparnte companies, with separate capitals and separate boards of 
Fo ae egie Tks Li Smith xatd that this was sthat. vas intended, Te bad. sore 
doubt us to the desirability of the proposal to pool reeeiptyon the whole 1e which the 
soot) had in view, Lord Krrinigton, Sir W. Bisset, and Mr, Harrison, po ited out that, 
S70) Hy to tio smaller cost of construction of the morthem section, and party 
ane ce elt and. importance and the more sated. stato of the dsttet which 
er athe Russian part of the undertaking was likely to be far the 
aot wenvative, having @ smaller capitalisation, per mile and higher receipts pet 
a ye ity regarded! as a very grave objection to the proposed. separation of 
aia an objection sshich would only be removed if avery large development of trade 
appeared in the south, 

Pre ith aid. that tho joint control by the central board was intended to 
affot through trafic only, leaving the local tralfie on each section to be Tooked after by 
the respective companies. 

eaDectie fe representatives of the British group espressed the opinion that,as the 
fra eit nceestarily go principally to, the most important places, (he, to places 
tral tan), more elicrent, safeguards ogainst discrimination in favour of trade 
aon ticular nationality would bo seeured hy control of the whole line under asingle 
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Tt was agreed that this might be so as regards through 
would be of paramount importance 
‘otherwise with local 
the southern section, “it was obvious that 
‘a separate board on which they had a 
however, that the British group had 


British 
preponderating rep 
no great expectation of much local 
Tt was agreed that the great, diffe 


s whiich they deemed necessary for financial. purposes, 

3, With regard to. the fifth point in Lord Exrington's memorandum, Sir 
HOS “ked whether the French rights under the international agreement 
‘exténded to a definite claim to participate tothe extent of ove-third in, ovory contract 
Tile representatives of the British group were in some doubt as to the exact under~ 
standing between the groupson this point, but they agreed ia thinking thatthe Frenchy 
quite justiiably, considered themselves entitled toa fullone-thind share in all contracts 
‘his could not reasonably be applied to particular contracts, but would bo taken on 
the average of a given period. Sir H. Ll, Smith said it was important that this should 
not apply to personnel. 

TP iinally, after some discussion of the superiority, as financial undertakings, of 
other concessions mainly in Western Persia within the Russian sphere of influence, it 
wvas arranged that the British group should for the, moment. continuo their tentative 
Uisevasions with the other groups of the Société d'Etudes, and that His Majosty's 
Government should be informed of the result. Tt.jwas clear that hopes had beon enter: 
tained that, in viow of His Majesty's Government's intorest in the proposals, financial 
support from the Government might be forthcoming at a Inter stage. | Mtr. Baring 
Asked whether there was any hope of Government rantee, or of financial assistance 
fn any form from the British or Tadian Governments ifthe scheme wero carried out. 
‘The reply was that no such proposal was undor consideration, and Mr, Baring was 
referred to the explicit statement on the subject in the Foreign Office letter of the 
4th February, 1913. 





(12632) 


Sir W. Toronley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 19. 
a nny 7 ry —(Received March 19.) 
‘clographic. Peliran, Mare 

‘SY telegram No. 108 of 14th March, Moet 

Persian Government are much preoccupied by the question of the Regency, and 

Mustauficul-Matalek to Baris to explain the situation to his Highness and 
to endeavour to persuade in totum at one Lo Persia. 

‘President of the Council told mne this morning that the Cabinet are divided on this 
question, some members urging that every effort should be made to induce the Regent 
$return, others thinking that he should be coerced into resigning. 

° 7 Ala-eoSultaneh explained that ax matters stand at prevent it would, bo most 
Aifficult matter to find a now Regent, and that there woul fo grave danger of Suad-ed- 
Dovleh being imposed upon Persia, or even of the situation resulting in the return of 
the ex-Shab. 

Tagree in thinking thot it would be very hard to select one out, of the everal 

ieee cnanididates forthe Regoney, for which no one of them is specially well 

tied. Departure of the ex-Shah has renewed all the old feelings of anacety about bi 
ota, and his partinns Both here and abroad, aro undoubtedly working Hard on hi 
lf 
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[12725] NeNbES: 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received March 19.) 
(iy 118) 


Telegraphic.) Tehran, March 18, 1913. 

SIR G, BUCHANAN’S telegram No, 92 of 15th March. 

Tt is of great importance to the Persian Government that the advance should be 

aid in before Friday, the Persian New Year, ax disturbances may be anticipated if the 
Aemaius of certain persons cannot be met by that date. 

‘The President of the Council called on me this morning to represent the gravity of 
the situation, His Highness explained the delay in answering the Russian note was 
due to the fast that the Government are at a loss to find @ way of replying to the 
foxpression of a hope on the part of the Russian Government that negotiations will now 
eommuonce regarding the navigation of the Like of Urmia without committing them- 
selves to the reopening of the question, Please see my telegram No. 104 of 13th March, 

‘Alu-es-Sultanich said that the Cabinet are most reluctant to commit themselves: to 
the discussion of the question, as, apart from the responsibility. th 
afore u Medjlisy for 50 doing, the concession belongs to a private individual, and they 
are oppose to giving monopoly ofthe navigation of the lake toa Russian company 

Piidvised his Highness to accede to the Russian request in general terms, but L 
would venture to suggest that, since the Russian demand has become in a sense 
fresh condition of the advance, I should be authorised to make payment of Briti 
200,000/, at once, as the Government will be in a most difficult position if there is no 
money on Now Year's Day. 


(10008) Mornere 


Foreign Office to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coz. 





(No. 2. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, Mareh 19, 1913, 

WITT reference to your despatch No. 14, Commercial, of the 24th December last 
enclosing copy of a memorandum drawn ‘up by Mr. Chick on the question of 
lightorage in tho Porsian Gulf, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to offer 
the following observations on that part of Mr. Chick's meinorandum which deals with 
the Société des Transports fluviaux en Orient. 

‘The interests of this company are divided equally between the Deutsche Bank 
(and the Bagdad Ralsay Company) an the 

Jompany. Te was arranged that, should an 
pubsequently formed, the shares were to be divided equally between the Deutsche 
Bunk (or its representative), the Euphrates is Company, and the Ottoman 
Goverument, and that should the last named not subscribe the necessary capital, i 
sharo was t6 be divided equally between the two other parties; that the operations 
fof the company were to be confined to the transport of railway material, or of down- 
's not lower than those charged by the steamship companies 
rating on Mesopotamian rivers; and that the new fleet should be removed from 
‘Murkish internal waters as soon as the railway is completed, unless some arrangement 
for its further employment were made with the Turkish Government. 

Inasmuch as the Bagdad Railway Company are entitled under their concession to 
carry building and other material in their own boats, His Majesty's Goverament raised 
‘no objection to the present scheme when communicated to. them in advance, sinco it 
seemetl a substantial British interest in this particular portion of the carrying trade, 
‘and in the construction of the necessary vessels, 

Tam, &. 


LOUIS MALLET. 





(12127) No. 538, 
Foreign Offca to Board of Trade. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 19, 1913. 
WITH reference to Sir HL Llewellyn Smith's letter to Sir L Mallet of the 
Lith instant, respecting the construction and contro} of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway, I 


377 


am directed hy Secretary 


Trade, that he pone gee (ees Grey to state, for the information of the Board of 


the conclusions therein set forth, 
Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[8768] 0. 


(onto Foreign Office to Mr. Greemeay, 
Sfdiecal ick 7 A Foreign Office, March 19, 1913, 
f directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to transmit to you herewith, for your 
Stecare yamormation, copy ‘of a. despatch which as been received from His 
tal ter at Tehran, enclosing a copy of the French toxt of the Julfa-Tabriz 
he Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has assured His Majesty’ 
atSt Petersburgh that thero will be no guaraniee attached to tin eee 
Tam, & 
LOUIS MALLY, 





{11493} No. 540, 


Foreign Ofice to Persian Railways Syndicate, 
Sir, 
WITH reference to your letter of tho 15th in 
the subject of surveys in connection with the Mohn 
am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey 
tho expenses involve in these 
ir E, 


TLOUIS MALL 





[11708] . No. 54. 


Foreign Ofice to Persian Railwoays Syndicate, 
Sir, Pore 
WITH reference to your latter of the 12th insta a flee, March 19, 1918, 
0 att 12th instant annoime : 
stan ri a et cg nda 
Ste Cer orton ofthe Mhammerah-Khoremabad Railay, {am dicted by Secretary 
-E, Grey to inform you that tho substance of your letter has been, tolerie | 
Majesty’: Minister at‘Tehrat, who has been requssted atthe aune ting een 
ahi Males consulgneral at Bushiry, wih inetrustions to afford the arty ovary 
: his power and, if ho sees no object rect itish officer t 
to in my letter of the 20th January last to Goeapanyia eS Selecta 
Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





{12919} No. 542, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Rdward Grey.—(eceived March 20,) 


(is 120.) 


(Telegraphic) R. 
fOLLoWwING from consular officer at Shiraz, No. 


“Major Siefvert has informed Colonel Douglas 
‘ as informed Colo that h 
Bushire before 15th April. This. date, in the Gane of Colonel Do 
‘movement rather later than desirable, and, moreover, 


Telivan, Mareh 
Ayaan ee 


wot leave Shiraz for 
ouglas, would make 
movements of gendermerio may. 


[1602] 5D 
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‘be subject to alterations and unforeseen delays, Colonel Douglas therefore would prefer 
to leave Shiraz first week in. April and to march down independently of gendarmerie. 

“In weoordance with the wishes expressed by Government of India in their 
telegram to Secretary of State for India dated 16th April, I. consulted Governor- 
General on the matter last night, and he has expressed the opinion that there is no 
objection to regiment. marching down independently. For various reasons which he 
explained to mo at length, he thinks Kazorun route preferable to Firuzabad route, and is 
‘convinced that no attack’ will be made on the regiment and that movement will be 
perfectly safe i 

“Colonel Douglas and I are both prepared to accept his views as correct, and. 
Colonel Douglas therefore proposes leaving here the first week in April vid Kazerun, 

“Tn onder to enable us to make all necessary arrangements, collect transport and 
supplies, which just now present certain difficulties, we would request that definite orders 
may bo issued with Toust possible delay. 


JL eonider proposed rangement preferable to withdrawal in company with 
gendarm 





(12932) No. 543. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey —(Reecived March 20.) 


(elegraphic.) BR. Telran, March 19, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 134 of 18th March. 
Persian Government have protested to Wood that it would have been more 
th meaning of the option had the. syndicato dispatched ono or more 
Whran to discuss question with Persian Government, and to decide upon 
and object of survey to be made, expense to be incurred, &e. 
It is pointed out Persian. G ent, only undertook cost of a preliminary 
survey, and that syndicate ap that an exhaustive survey is to be made. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs is ill, and Lshall not be able to seo him in all 
probability until after New Year festivities, that is, in a week's 





[12989] propoits 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 20.) 
(No. 155.) 
(Pologgraphic. Constantinople, March 19, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 146 of the 18th March ; Turco-Persian frontier. 

Tussian Atnbassador to-day saw the Grand Vizier, who told him that, although 
wording had not been discussed it the Cabinet Council yesterday: ax promised ‘ 
Minister for oreign Affair, his Highness hoped to give a reply within six days, 

‘he Russian Ambassador insisted om i ite reply, and said that military com. 
inission (to which he referred) was 11 ry, 

Tithe mountine Russian first dragoman had seen the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
who said thatthe matter had been discussed at the Cabinet, and that the Grand 
Vizior was taking the reply to Russian Ambassador. 

‘These statements are clearly contradictory. ‘The Ambassador thinks that the 
Grand Vizier meant to make some suggestion of concession on the part of Russio in the 
north, but was checked by his uncompromising attitude. 





[12995] NorbAe 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.— (Received March 20.) 
(No, 122) 
(toiegraphic) TR. Tehran, March 20, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 195 of 18th Marel 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Shiraz, No, 92 of 19th March ;-— 
‘With regard to withdrawal of infantry escort from Shiraz, Tam of opinion that: 
the whole of the infintry detachment may now be withdrawn, and that it is not 
necessary to replace them. This will leave the consulate with escort of twelve sowars. 
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Bae Pees escort, however, is now short of two men invalided to India, leaving 

«T propose, therefore, that for the future the number of sowars for this consular 
escort should be fixed at ten, and that in the place of the wo men I should be 
permitted to eugage four Persian gholains at 10 tomans per month each. ‘The average 
monthly cost of Indian sowar ing his clothing, and including journey to and 
from India, works out at about 77 rupecs, ‘The proposed arrangement, will therefore 
result in net saving of 190 krans monthly, and in my opinion gholams will be in many 
‘ways of greater uss than sowars. At aiy rate, it will bo cheaper aud. more. eonvonienG 
to perwit me to engage lol men than to replace the vo spwats to whom Lam entitled, 


and whee et in some form is necessary should all other troops be withdrawn 


T beg to recommend the adoption of the arrangement proposed. 
(tis goxtdarandris aboula eeneht Bashineration taueend ot pride 


(13005) No. 546, 


igo, ee G, Buchanan to Sin Haward Grey.—(Received March 20.) 
‘elegraphic.) R. St. Pet urgh, 
‘YOUR telegram No, 227 of 15th March, pee Nees 
Pont nist for Foreign Affirs handed me to-day memorandum stating thatthe 
ersian Government, desiring to pnt an end to’ the stragele with Salar, proposed’ a 
ion with h ertain conditions, of which one was the promise. to appoint 
These pourparlors were conducted through the Russian 


at bo able 
Morvover, Gilan 
always be ablo 





No, 547. 


Sir dward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 


phic.) Forcign Ofle, Mare 3 
YOUR telegram No, 118 of 18th March, Boron OfieesMorae 20/1018 


Is there not some misunderstan M. Sazonof told Sir G, Buch 
r M. ir G. hanan that th 
Russian share would be advanced as soon ay the Persian Government: agreed as 


terms proposed by Husa, Nothing was ca 
e, 


as a of any further condition respecting the 


In your telegram No. 104 of 18th March, moreover, you 

yur te of 13 i, moreover, you reported! that, 

argé Walfures had sid that the Urmin Lake ‘coneession would not delay 

ho cave, the Persian Government replied about the terms? As soon. 

they accept the terms the Russian advauce'will no doubt be made in. accordanco with 

M/Sazonof's assurance to Sir G. Buchanan, You eanthen make out advance, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 249.) i 





(12725) No, 548; 
Suro) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 20, 1913. 


SIR W. TOWNLEY telegram No. 118 of 18th 
Sie Wo Mg WNEEYS telegram, No, 118 of 16th Mare, ahd my, telegram to 
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Your Excellency should inform M. Sazonof of my instructions to Sir W. Townley, 
press the earnest hope that His Excellency will give orders for the advance of the 
ian share immediately on the aeceptance by 2 of the term, and independently. 
of the Urmin Lake concession. If the latter point is to be made a condition of the 
advance it is quite new, and T cannot delay the advance of my share after the 
Heosptuned| by Porsia of-tho tenn for repeyinent, . Doubtless there is a misunder: 
standing, which T hope M. Sazonof will clear up at once in Tebran. 
Tt is important that the present Government should not be discouraged, but the 
arture of the ex-Shah from Odessa, and rumours of his activity, the Russian 
insistence on Salar-ed-Dowleh's appointment, and the delay in the advance of these 
small sums are unsettling and discouraging to. Persian Government ; they also cause 
apprehension here that a collapse may be precipitated in Pers : 





{11892} No. 549, 


Mr. Norman to Mr. Ellinger. 
(Private,) 
Dear Mr. Ellinger, Foreign Office, Mareh 20, 1913, 

[THANK you for your letter of the 10th March, relative to the possibility of 
using the oxide inines of Hormuz as s to the Porsian Government to 
provide for the requirements of the gendarmerie in Fars, 

{As you say, since the date of the conversation to which you refer, a sum has been 
advanced for this object which will suffice to keep the gendarmerie going for about 
a your. 

Thave, &e. 
H. NORMAN, 


[13016] No, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receired Maveh 21.) 
(No, 109.) 


(Telographic.) R. St, Petersburgh, March 21, 1919. 
Your telegram No, 250 of 20th March, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs is separating questi gation of Lake Urmia 
from that of advance, and Russian chargé datlairos is to pay in Russian 
share as soon as Persian Government have aceupted conditions as to its repayment, 





[18206] 1. 
Porsian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Office—(Received March 22, 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, Ma 19, 1913. 

WE beg to hand you below copy of a telegram which has been received: from 
‘Mr. Wood in reply to ours of the 15th instant :— 


Referring to your tele; n of 15th, Persian Government objects to procedure, 
not in keoping with spirit of option, and hope that surveyors will come 
oriler to consult thom and their representative before embarking on survey, 
which is intencled to be eursory and inexpensive.” 


‘To this, subject to your approval, we propose replying as follows, and shall be 
ged if you will acquaint His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran with your views in the 
matter: 


“Impossible send surveyors Tehran if work to be completed within period option, 

nor is it nece: yors are only technical men, with no authority discuss, 

Persian ( nt option letter states Persian 

y sary cominence reconnaissance 

re to complete preliminary survey ‘of next cold weather, and 

unless proliminary survey then completed we cannot submit result to Persian Govern- 

ment six months before expiry option. Therefore, to comply with Persian Government 
Totter, they must send their surveyor at once Mobammerah co-operate with ours.” 


3st 


The suggestion that our reconnaissance party should go to Tehran is a quite 
impracticable one if the survey is to be completed within the period of the option, as 
it would mean at least one to two months’ delay, and prevent the reconnaissance, a 
necessary preliminary of the surveying work, being undertaken before the cold 
weather, and delay the start of the work of the main survey party until January or 
February next. This would only leave three or four months for the actual surveying 
work—a quite impossible time—as the survering cannot be done at the rate of more 
than about I mile per day, ‘To complete within the option period we shall, even by. 
‘commencing the reconnaissance at once, reqnire to employ at least two or three 
separate parties, each taking different sections of the proposed 

Moreover, the surveyors would have no authority to disenss questions with the 
Persian Government, and could serve no useful purpose by going to ‘Tehran, and to so 
divert them from their work, and the consequent delay would of course considerably 
increase the expense of the survey. 

Tn the circumstances, we trust you will agree that the proposal of the Persian 
Government is unreasonable, and contrary to both the spirit and letter of their option 
etter. 

We aro, &e. 
ARBENWAY, 


113207] No. 552, 
Mr, Greemeay to Foreign Office.—(Received March 22.) 
Winchestor House, Old Broad Street, 
London, March 20, 1913. 
3 to append copies of tivo telegrams which T havo received from Mr, Wood 
in reply to mine sent to him on the 11th instant, in rogard to the mining concession. 
Thave, &e, 
©, GREENWAY, 
Enolosure 1 in No, 552, 
Telegram received from Mr. Wood (Tohran), dated March 14, 1913, 


EXPLAINED your views fully yesterday, Minister of Foreign Affairs promisod 
to reply on Sanday, but does not thik Cabinet will agree to, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 552. 
Telegram received from Mr, Wood (Tehran), dated Marek 20, 1913. 
REFERRING to my telegram of 14th, posting Porsian Government reply to-lay, 


which is based on their proposal as before, Regret T cannot persuade thom to your 
views. Lack of money is the only hope. 





[13139] g No. 553. 
Mr. Harrison to Sir L. Mallet—{Recoived March 22, 


6, Charles Strect, Berkeley Square, London, 
Dear Sir Louis, March 21, 1913, 

TYRRELL, I believe, acquainted you yesterday with my visit to the Foreign 
Office d propos of the reorganisation of Persian finances. ‘The Société d'Etudes some 
time ago requested M. Bizot, M. Raffalovitch, and myself to examine the question. 
We met last week in Paris and drew up a very rough memorandum (which 1 enclose) 
and then parted, each arranging to sound his own group and his Government vis-d-vis 
of the general idea. 

On Thursday L saw Mr. Cecil Baring and arranged that F should place myself in 
scram th the Foreign Office, ‘Tho inatter is at present of eourgo 

0 5 
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y tentative condition; but it is, I think, essential that it should be discussed 
We arinciple before it erystallises further, for it will be much more difficult to arrive 
at an understanding when the various interests commit themselves to a definite course 
faction. r - 
or "Tf convenient to you, T should be very glad if you could give me an_ appointment 
on Weduesilay, at which TE could give explanations, which would be very lengthy on 
wiper. L woul of course not ask for any pronouncement whatever at this interview, 
ib T do desire to supplement what ball set forth in this memorandum before it 
os trough tho nstial programme of official routine. 
goes through tho usual programm AS Ae 
f, C. HARRISON. 


PSI shall be going out of town to-morrow, returning on Tuesday to the above 
address, I havo no typowriter, so, perhaps, the Office would have a duplicate copy 
taken of this note for me to take away after my call. ae 


Enolosnre in No. 551 


Memorandum. 


Buses possibles @une Iéorganisation des Finances de ta Perse a VAide d'un Contrat 


1d Interronir entre le Gouvernement persan ct les Groupes financiers, 


L 


TH sora formé un comité composé de deux délégués de chacun des trois groupes, 
anglais, [rangais et russe, qui succorderont pour procéder i des opérations de crédit 

r iA Paris ot aura pour président un Frangais, élu pari les 
doux deléguds francais, I représentera les intéréts des porteurs de la dette persane, 
koit A Taide d'un examen de rapports qui lui seront périodiquement adresaés de 
‘Méheran, soit Vaile de délGgués qui procéderont & cet examen sur place. Le comité 
sora sisi notamment do toutes questions relatives & de nouveaux emprunts ou a des 
Jevées (options Wemprunt, Ade nouveanx revenus qui pourraient tre concédés & 
Administration do la Netto,’ Faffectation de la quote-part de celle-ci dans les excédents 
dos rovenus concédés, a des modifications dans lv perception de ces revenus. 


I. 


an une commission, sous le nom de Conseil d’ Administration 
Ta composition suivante:— 


Aégués nommés par le comité susnommé, dont un Russe et un Anglais, 

dela Banque d’Escompte ot de Prats de Perse, un délégué de V'Imperial 

aia, deux reprévontants du Gouyernement persan qui siégeront, soit 

comme déléguds de ce Gouvernement avec droit de vote, soit comme commissaires du 

Gouvernement avec voix consultative. Le Trésorier général de la Perse sera adjoint 

‘au consell avee voix consiltative. ‘Tous les délégiés seront nommés avec V'accord des 

cmements russe ot britannique. Les deux délégaés des porteurs assumeront 
altornativement, tous les ans, la. présidence et la vice-présidence du conseil. 


I. 


Uno série do revenus seront coneédés d'une fagon irrévocable aw service de Ia 
detto ot regis par le conseil, quien assumera soit exploitation et le recouvrement, 
soit loncaissement, sa guise. Parmi cos revenus, les catégories suivantes peut étre 
‘mentionnées = 


Dowaues. avec surtaxes Gvontulles, maonnaies, ‘passeports, acsses 


redovanees diverses provenant de mines de pétrole, de pécheries, &c., t6 
redevances et administration), timbre, impéts des provinces de Téhéran et 
erbeidjan (inaliat), domaines des mémes provinces. 


I. 


Le eonseil aura le droit d’organiser soit Vexploitation, soit lencaissement desdits 
revenus aTaide de bureaux spéciaux qu’il constituera A cet effet dans les diverses 
régions intéressées, Il pourra utiliser dans ce but les suecursales de la Banque 
a'Escompte et de Préts de Perse et de V'Imperial Bank of Persia, Les agents du 
conseil seront considénés comme fonctionnaires persans, sans que le Gouvernement 
persan ait sur eux un pouvoir disciplinaire ou un droit de révocation quelconque, 
Ni les membres, ni les agents du conseil ne pourront conséryer des fonctions officielles 
queleonques au service dun autre Gouvernement pendant toute ln durée do leur 
service & la dette, 


Les recettes nettes provenant des divers revenus coneédés_seront appliquées en 
premier liew au payement des intéréts et de Pamortissement ordinaire des emprunts 
par le conseil ; Yexeédent sera partagé de la fagon suivante :— 


Une quote-part sora mise & la disposition du eonseil et servira soit & Yamortisse- 
ment anticipé de la dette par voie de rachat en bourse, soit d un fonds de garantie, 
soit dla garantic d'emprunts & long et & court terme contractés par lo conseil ; 10 
reste, qui sera supérieur & cette quote-part, sera attribué aux dépenses budgétaires 
du Gouvernement persan qui seront établies annullement, @accord avec le conse, et 
dans lesquelles figureront les dépenses obligatoires prélevées actuellement sur les 
recettes douanitres, Les montants en seront déposés dans les deux. banques et mis 
3 Ja disposition du Gouvernement perean, conformément & un accord d intervenir entro 
ce Gouvernement et le conseil, Les comptes rendus annuels des dépenses eflectudes 
seront présentés au conseil. 


VL 


Toute modification dans Je systtmo d'impositions et de taxes, ainsi que tout 
projet demprunt 4 contractor, méme en dehors des revenus concédés, devra otre 
Soumnis par le Gouvernement persan i Yappréciation du eonseil, 


Vo. 


Ta dette régie par le conseil sera compose de dettes 2 long terme antérieuroment 
contractées par Je Gouvernen san, ot d'un nouvel emprunt dont la premit 
tranche sorait destinée au rétablissement do Vordre et A Vorganisation {inancidre, 
Des tranches ultérioures seront prévues, avec droit d'option appartenant au, comité des 
porteurs sidgeant Paris, Les emprunts antérieurs pourront etre convortis et unifiés 
‘au moment do la constitution du Conseil de la Dette, & 'aide d'un échange do titres 
‘amcions contro les nouveaux, qui soraient offerts aux ancions portours Aun prix 
Gablir ultérieurement, 


Vill. 


_ Lo payemont des diverses indemnités réclamées par les Gouvernements, russe et? 
britannique, soit en favour de ces Gouvernements, soit en faveur de leurs nationaux, 
ainsi que les autres arriérés existant en Perse, devra étre dchelouné, d'accord avec les 
Gouvernements intéressés. En cas d'insuffisance des revenus coneédés, le Gouyerne- 
ment persan sera dans Vobligation contractuclle de mettre a la disposition du. conseil 
autres sources de revenus indiquées par celui-i ct de prendre toute autre mesure 


utile, 
TX 


Les Gouvernements britannique et, russe devront déclarer par une note conjointe 
au Gouvernement persan quiils sefforceront de sauvegarder les droits ot intéréts du 
Conseil d’Administration des Revenus concédés et que, dans le eas olt les intéréts des 
porteurs de fonds persans sentient menacés, ils se verraient dans la nécessité do 
substituer & co conseil une commission de controle anglo-russe, 





[13334] 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 2: 

123) 

Telegraphic.) R, Telran, March 22, 1913. 

OUR telegram No, 138 of 18th March. 

Sir P. Cox, who has consistently advocated a publi 

Majesty's Government in Southern Persia, now suggests that, in addition to resent 
‘statements. in Parliament which meet: requirements of situation, a warning should be 
Addressed to headmen on Busbire road. He expresses the opinion that’ a suitable 

withdrawal of the Central Tndia Horse without: 
nor of the Gulf ports should issue draft letters to 
nevol y 
their troops. 
of Persia of their gi 
through their districts, 

‘itish consul at Shiraz cordially supports Sir P. Cox's proposal, adding that be 
already local authorities extract from Secretary of State for In 
speech-which appeared in Reuter twlegeamot 11th March. _He thinks thet this would make 
suitable text for any official pronouncement to be made in connection with withdrawal 
Of tho regiment. Ho proposes question as to whom pronouneement should be made to 
Should be left to Sir P. Cox and himself in concert with Governor of Bushire and 
Governor-General of Fars. 

T entirely concur with the views expressed by Sir P. Cox and British consul at 
Shiraz, and [think method and manner of making declaration can be left to them in 
conjunetion with loel authorities. T should bo glad of your instructions ts early 
date as may be possible, and Tam in the meantime telling the two above-mentioned 
offers. that. they should prooeed with preliminary arrangements, since proposal 
will, [fyel sure, meet with your approval. 





(18316) No. 5 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey. ~(Recvived March 22. 


No, 158.) 
(Tolegraphic.) Constantinople, March 22, 1913. 
Mi telegram No, 56 of 20th January and your telegram No, 80 of 6th February: 
‘Turco-Persian frontivr. 
Tn view of fac that there have been tw muctings of onmiason during ast sen 


months, Persian Ambassador has telegraphed to his Government suggesting that 
protocol should he denounced, He argues that as protocol provided: for discussion for 
sretmonths und there was only desultory discussion for four months terms have been 
broken by Turkish Gover 





(12019) No, 556. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 144.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Offec, March 22, 1913. 
FOUR tologram No, 120 of 20th March : Withdrayral of Central India Horse: 
Proposal approved. 





(12631) No, 557. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 297.) 
(Pelegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 22, 1913. 
SIR W. TOWNLEY'S telegram No, 116 of 18th March. 
_ You may inform M, Sazonof, and say that Salar-ed-Dowleh 1s evidently not ft 
for so important an appointment. 
(Hlepeated to Tehran, No. 143.) 





(13430) 


Note respecting the Tureo-Persi 
‘Count Benckendor{f, March 23, 1913.) 


LES travaux de la Commission de Délimitation turco:persane ayant duré plus de 
deux mois sans résultat aucun, la Porto n'a jusqu’a présont pas réponda aux notes 
{dentiques de la Russie ct de l'Angleterre, malgré les instances réitérées des deux 
Ambassadeurs 3 ce sujet. 

Te Grand Vizir vient de renouveler  M. de Giers la promosso qu'il donnernit, 
une solution définitive & cette question, et cela avant le 12 (25) mars courant, 
Toutofois, s'il dovait encore une fois ne pas tonir cet engagement, los deux Gouverne- 
ments devraient, semblo-til, avoir recours 4 In mesure proposée par M. de Giers, yoire 
3 In dissolution devladite commission, mesure qui, selon le Gouvernement, Impérial, 
he manquerait pas son effet sur les Turcs, qui perdraient ainsi tout espoir de pouvoir 
porter cette affaire au Tribunal de La Haye. 

Tl serait en méme temps désirable de faire i 1a Porte 1a déclaration simultanée 
que, vu Pimpossibilité d’établir un accord direct entre la Turquie et la Pergo, la Russie 
Gt TAngleterre considéreraient comme frontidre reconnue Ie slatw quo de 1905, no 
‘Yoyant aucune raison d’y apporter un changement. 

Ta Turquie ayant, & partir do T't6 passé, reconnu de facto lo concours des 
Puissances médiatrices dans la solution de la question de délimitation, cotte déclaration 
ne pourrait quo renforcor chez les ‘Tures In névessité avoir recours aux deux 
Puiseances pour les rectifications partielles des frontitres. 

ML Sazonof serait reconnaissant si une réponse pouvait lui étre donnée le 25 mars 
(aprés-demain, si possible. 

Ambarsade Impériale de Russi, Londres, 

Te 23 mars, 1913. 





[1602] 





385 
[13346] No. 558. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 23.) 
No. 125.) 
Telegraphic.) R. 

SIK G. BUCHANAN’S telegram No. 81 of 9th March. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed to me to-day anxiety of the Persian Govern- 
ment as to the present whereabouts of ex-Shah, His Excellency said that he cannot 
ascortain that His Majesty has been either to Vienna or Berlin, although British consul- 
general at Odessa reported his departure for latter place. 

His Excellency would be very grateful for any enquiries His Majesty’s Government 
might see fit to make, 


Tehran, March 23, 1913. 





[13347] N 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 23.) 
No, 126.) 
Pelegraphic.) R. Tehran, March 23, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No, 134 of 18th March. 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Bushire, No. 159, 20th March :— 


“Wilson leaves Bushire on 24th March for Ahwaz and will make all necessary 
arrangements for survey party. He anticipates no serious difficulty in arranging for 
their safety as far as Dizlul, As regards arrangements for work beyond Dizful, Wilson 
anticipates no insurmountable difficulties in making satisfactory arrangements with 
tribes, but expresses the conviction, with which I concur, that best chance of securing 
the safety of the parties is to arra y with tribes concerned and secure their 
consent aud co-operation. Any attempt to impose survey party on tribes by foree, 
Persian or otherwise, will be fraught with considerable danger, abo in all probability 
be unsuccessful. 

“ He trusts, therefore, that in interests of survey party he will be instructed himself 
to make necessary arrangements with tribes, and that no ean will be made by 
survey party or syndicate to deal with them or with other local authorities through the 
Persian Government or its official agents.” 


Lentirely agree with-views expressed by Sir P. Cox. 





[13840] 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 23.) 
(No, 113.) 
Telegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, March 23, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No, 257 of 22nd March. 

T have communicated substance of Tehran telegram No. 116 of 18th March to 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, His Excellency explained that it was at the instance of 
the Persian Government that he had first consented to Salar’s appointment, and that, 
having done so, he had been unable to go back on it. If, however, Salar put forward 
such a preposterous condition he would wash his hands of him, and if he would go to 
Europe ie Excellency would be very glad. I asked him to send instructions in above 
sense to Russian chargé d'affaires at Tehran, but he said that before doing so he must 
await latter's report on the matter. 





(18342) No. 561. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived March 23.) 
(No. 115.) 
(Pelegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, March 2, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 204 of 9th March.: Turco-Persian frontier. 
Memorandum from Russian Government states that they consider that formula 
proposed by Hakki Pasha could serve as a basis for further negotiations. It would, 


[1602] ‘5F 
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however, be necessary for Ottoman Government to state clearly what compensations 
‘they intend to claim in zone ‘situated between the 32nd and 36th degrees of latitude. 
Russian Government agree that negotiations should not be transferred from Constan- 
tinople to London or St. Petersburgh. 





(13413) No. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 2 


Ir, St, Petersburgh, March 18, 1913. 
M, SAZONOF gave me last week a letter, of which I have-the honour to enclose 
‘a copy, that M. Goukassof, one of the Russian representatives of the, Société d'Etudes, 
had Jeliressed 40 Lord Errington on the subject of the alignment of the proposed Trans- 
Porsian Railway, His Excellency at the same time remarked that the facts and figures 
'M, Goukaseof were all derived from British sources. I replied that this might 
it that wo had from the outset vetoed the proposal of the line passing through 
id Bampur. 
Excellency had been too occupied with other matters to resume the discussion 
‘of our latest proposals, ‘They are, however, being examined by the Russinn promoters 
Sf the railway adhome, who, aecording to what AE Poklowaky told me, as reported in 
iy telegram No, 83 of the 11th instant, have be y unfavourably impressed by 
tiem, ‘He doubled very much if they would ever accept them, and considered that 
they would in any caso make their aceeptance conditional on an engagement on our part 
to Rx a torm within which the proposed railway should be continued through our sphere 
to the Indian frontier, M. Poklewsky would not admit that the alignment Tehran— 
Tspaan-Shirax would benefit Russia by bringing her goods down to the south, and 
contended that we should reap all the advantages by wetting our sea-borne goods carried 
rth to compete with Russian trade, 
Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


——————— 
Enclosure in No. 562. 


M. Goulassof to Viscount Errington. 


Dear Lord Errington, March 7, 1913. 

PENDING a more detailed examination of the papers which T perused the other 
day at your ollie, T may bo allowed to make a few remarks on some points raised by 
the Foreign Office, 

Tspaltan.—It hos nover been the intention of the Russian group to leave Tspahan 
out of cheir scheme, Tt was, thought that Ispaban could be conveniently connected 

i i yy at Hain or at Ardistan, a matter of some GO to 100, miles, 
spahan into the scheme of our line, 

Comparative Popudation.—You told me already that you do not share the view of 
the Porig Office thnt our line interseots an arid and poorly populated district. 1 have 
just compiled a fevy figures in support of your view, Our Tine would involve practically 
‘all the big towns of Persia, with one-third of the whole of the town population of Persia, 
‘hich is supposed to be about 2,000,000. ‘These are the figures, which T take from 
the “Statesman’s Year Book, 1912,” and other sources — 


Twall (aboot). 
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Practically all the biggest towns of Persia are on our proposed line, exeept Tabriz, 
swith 200,000, and Meshed, about 100,000. 

By giving up our alignment and adopting the Greenway alignment we would lose 
Yezd, Kerman, and Bampur, with about 139,000 town population, and gain only Shiraz 
‘with 30,000 to 40,000 population, 

So far about the towns. 

‘As regards the country, the position is still worse, as Greenway's line from Tspahan 
to Shiraz and Bunder Abbas would ran through a series of mountain ranges with none 
Dut nomadic population, whereas our proposed line from Kashan to Kerman goes over 
Jevel land. 

‘The population of the Kerman district alone is given by Consular Report No, 4986 
‘as 1,500,000, the whole of which must be taken as practically settled. 

‘The Consular Report No. 8033 on Bunder Abbas shows that the greater part of the 
exports from Bunder Abbas come from the Kerman district, which is the most industrial 

of Southern Persia, 

Speaking generally, the idea of connecting Ispahan with the.sea through Shiraz 
‘and Bunder Abbas seems to me rather ill-conceived, It is much shorter connected with 
Mohammerah via Shuster, the route from Ispaban to Shuster being shorter than that: 
from Tapahan to Shiraz, and Shuster being on the proposed Greenway railway line 
Mobammerali-Khoremabad as well ax on the River Karun, 

From the above you will see that from the point of view of the needs of Persia and 
of the railway itself there are no advantages: gained hy substituting the more tortuous 
alignment of Greenway for the straight alignment proposed by us, 

Chalbar vid Bunder Abbas —You will remember that in. their first. scheme the 
Russians did not intend at all to touch any points on the shore, but, proposed to take 
the line across the interior of Baluchistan to join the Indian railways at Nusbki, Tt 
was because of the objection that such selieme has mot with here that it was abandoned 
and the Chahbar alignment was chosen instead. A glance at the Admiralty map of the 

ts in the Arabian Sea and in the Persian Gulf will show you the reason for that, In 
rider Abbas steamers have to anchor more than 2 tiles from the shore, ‘This is what 
Lloyds’ Register” says about this port :— 

An open roadstend, Vessels load and discharge by lighters, There is a depth of 
17 feot of water available in the port at L.W.0. 

Surely thinignot a pert that can be used by a great transcontinental Tine, ‘There are 
only two buys in Persia that offer all the advantages of a good natural harbour, | ‘These 
fre Chahbar and Gwatar, ‘The latter being on the Persian-Kabat frontier we have not 
considered it, but in Chahbar the depth of water near the shore is: sometimes about 
{5 and 6 fathoms, With comparatively little expenditure Chahbar can be turued into 
fa very good port. 

‘As rogatds the country between Kerman and Chahbar, which some are trying to 
represent as of no commicrcial interest. and devoid of population, T havo alrendy: 
mentioned above that the Conular Report No, 4986 gives the population of that 
Uistrict as 1,500,000 (out of the total population of Persia of 9,000,000, of which 
9,500,000 must be taken as nomadic poptlation, seo the Statesman's Year Book.” 
‘The following extract from Chamber's “Encyclopedia, 1901” (vol. viii, p. 64), may 
interest yo 

“Although so much of Persia is desert, some party ‘of the country are of 
excooding fertility and beauty ; the immense valleys-—some of them 100 miles in length 
between tho various ranges of the Kerman Mountains—abound with the rarest and 
most valuable vegetable productions.” 

Surely this eannot be called a desert country, and where it is desert, ws in some 
parta to the north-east from Yerd and Kerman, there aro, mines of nickel, cobalt, 
Antimony, manganese, and borax (see ‘*Stateman's Year Bool 

‘Again, the climatic conditions are all in favour of Chahbar as against, Bunder 
‘Abbas, the former being open to refreshing south-west winds, whereas the latter is a 

cal garmisir with a hot and very depressing summer from April to October (soo 
“ neyelopedia Britannica,” 9th edition). 
A. GOUKASSOF, 


ee 
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[13416] No. 563. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 25.) 


No. 93. 
gr St, Petersburgh, March 18, 1913. 
WITH seference to your telegram No. 225 of the 14th of this month, I have the 
rronow to state that I took the oceasion of a conversation which Ehad with M. Sazanof 
esterday to inform hin that it, was nove too late to reopen the: discussion with the 
rey eornment of the allocation of the cost of the survey of the Mohammerals= 
Hrnctialnd Railway, Ax his Bxcellency still eontonded that: this charge ought to be 
Faerie syndicate and not by the Persian Government, T pointed out that, as the 
Yat only obtained an option for the Ting and not a concession like Russia in the 
tthe Jeta-Tabsiz, Ratlway, they could hardly be expected to, incur such 
Titure before the terms of the contract or concession had been settled. I further 
Te pethat we had ahown our consideration for the financial difficulties of the 
snment by forgoing tho repayment of our last advance, whereas, the 
Toussian Government. had ad themselves out of the surplus of the northern 
‘eustoins. M, Sazonof replied th had had a perfect right to do so, and that it 
sto to the mexautes which they had taken for tho maintenance of order that 
there, was any surplus at all ia the north ually, however, his 
Tixcellency cotisented to allow the question to dro er i 
T notice that Mr. Lynch, in his letter to the Persian Railway: Syndicate of the 
Mhruary, actually makes it. subject of complaint that, the Russian concession 
feet ation of the Julfa-Tabriz Railway contains no stipulation for a guarantee 
ren Government, Mr. Lynch states that it is common knowledge that 
sand he argues that it will therefore have to come from 
iy Which amounts, hv says, to treating Persia as though it were 
scollect that M. Sazonof explained to me, as reported in 
spateh No. 69 of T instant, that there was no occasion for a guarantee of 
any kind in the case in question, for th ple reason that the railway 
\ eto build, and th was every prospect of the under- 
takings proving, hil ver L have no reason to doubt the correctness of 
pir xplanations, and Mz, Lynch's apprehensions would therefore seem to 
Nat on no botter foundation, than his inveterate anti-Russian bias, 
Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





(13485) No. 564. 


Sir We Pounley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 25.) 

No, 197: 

(asraehis) Teliran, March 25, 1913. 
MY tel No. 122 of 20th March. 
Following from Shiraz, No, 100 : 


“May assume orders for withdrawal include infantry detachment, and that the 


will sat Xe foplaced? Colouel Douglas is making provisional, arrangements on this 
MBunption, but definite orders are requested as goon a posse,” 





(18347) No. 565. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 148.) : 
(Velegraphic.) Re Foreign Office, March 25, 1913. 
Celegea ph) heam No, 126 of 2nd March : Mohammerab-Khoremabad Railway. 
Taree, and Wilson should be instructed accordingly. 








(13627) 


India Offce to Foreign Ofice—(Reeeived March 25. 
(Secret.) 
Sir, India Office, March 22, 1913. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 17th instant, regarding the proposed substi- 
tution of Musandim for Little Quoin Island as the site of a lighthouse, 1 am directed 
ta eate for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign flair, that the 
(question of the defence of tie entrance to the Persian Gulf is engaging the attention 
Of the Secretary of State for India and the Government of India, 
‘This question bas gained new importance from the possibilities (1) that an inter= 
national ralway traversing Persia may debouch on the Gulf, whether at Mohammerah, 
Tider Abbas ; (2) that Turkey may, after the war, consolidate herself in 
(3) that the construction of the Bagdad Railway as far as Basra, if no 


further, may radically alter tho balance of commercial and politieal interests in the 


‘Miler of the Gulf, "As regards the first of these points, itis for consideration whether 
The fact that the construction of through railway connection with India has been 
Indefinitely postponed by the recent decision of His Majesty's Government, Lessons the 
desirability of taking precautionary measures at the entrance of the Gulf 

"As Siz E. Grey is aware, the question has been under discussion for many years, 
and opinion has bitherio been generally in favour of the selection of the Persian side 
Of the coast for an eventual naval station (sec, for examplo, Government of India's 
felegram of the Sth January last). But on a recent oceasion the Admiralty have put 
fongard the view that any naval station which may be required should be on the Ras 
Musandim promontory on the Arabian side. Assuming this to be the final view of the 
aval authorities, Lam to observe that the promontory in question js part of the territory, 
Bf the Sultan of Muscat, whose permission would have, to be obtained for any active 
Geasuros thereon, Moreover, the use made by His Majesty's Government in 1800 of 
the Anglo-French joint Declaration of 1802 regarding the independence of Muscat, 
precludes them from applying for the cession of territory to, themselves as a Govern: 
vest. On the other hand, there is nothing to prevent a British subject from obtaining 
{eoneession or lease on the promontory if the Sultan is wiling to rant it Hurthen, 
fs explained in my letter above quoted, the question of applying to him for permission 
to oneet a lighthouse on Musandiin Island is under consideration, and, if itis granted, 

vould give His Majesty's Government a certain Tocus standi there. 
"Thor is the other possibility that the negotiations now pending with the French 
overnmont regarding the arms traffic may result in the abrogation of the joint Anglo- 

Fronch declaration, But as regards this possibility Tam to invite attention to the 
tncloved copy of a telegram from the Government of India, dated the 17th March, from 
ciNich it wall bo. seen, that they regard abrogation of the declaration with some 
Inisgivings, and that there is, some reason to belive that, while it would obviously 
vaawe difficulties vissl-vis of Krance, it may algo create frosh ones vis-d-vis of the 
Sultan, 

‘Sie Edward Grey will doubtless judge whether the Tine of ction suggested by Sir 
P. Cox in the telegram is consistent with the Declaration of 1862, or whether in an 
ase the proposed course is one for which the Foreign Office would wish to make iteolt 
sae snaillo.. In order, therefore, that His Majesty's Governuent may be able to deal 
Toth with this question (as forming part of the negotiations wil France) and with the 
izenoral question of the defence of the entrance and approaches to the Persian Gulf, T 
ser to suggest that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty should be asked, bearing 
the above considerations in mind, to state at an early date what is the exact nature of 
the station which they contemplate, and to advise what overt, measures are necessary 
for the purpose. 

‘A copy of this letter is being sent to the Admiralty. 


am, &o. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 563°. 


Gocernment of India to the Marquess of Creiee. 


(Welegenphic.) P. January 8, 1913. 
raruphic) | Pa time to consider as fully as we could have desired questicn 
roforned tein yeur telegram of tho 3rd instaut of naval and military position at mouth 
‘of Persian Gulf: our views, however, are these :— 


tte assumed that tho Trane-Porsinn Railoiy wil touch the coast at Bunder ADbss 
either with main line or by a branch pane ait 

Fa a ston yecurity of baval control of Persian Gulf requires in our 
opinion either— 


Larak, and Kishm islands in order to command 
anchorage in Clarence Strait, Simultaneously 
sca Virtue of Treaty of 1801 with Muscat) of pre- 
enforced ; oF 
t Khor Ravai, with a simultaneous ensuring 
of out positions in re ‘his would be effected 
cither by: their actual 


Tos 


cad from strategie point of ‘view, list course admits of provision of good 
anche arith plenty of room ; it provides, also what is, probably best position 
ftom which to control tho waters of the Gulf, On the other hand, to defend the 
tron wo conaitorablo force would be required to command the different channels 
st appraneli, and further, there is a Inek of good harbour which could be used as a 
oalings station. 

i wocond course a more easly and eficiently defensible position is afforded. For 
coiling tation we could use harbour at Khor Kavrai. On the other hand, there is much 
Tons space in the anchorage, while strategie position is not so ood as that of Clarence 
Strait, as Persian littoral is not dominated. ‘ ae 

tts Port Mective control of Clulf would be afforded by third alternative, which, 
howoves, involves more extonsive defensive measures, | Also it appears unnensse for 
the purposo we have in view, that position on both shores sho Id be occupied —compare 
Hnalbyous cases of Adon and Gibraltar, Probably effective control. could be obtained 
ty. having on one shore a securely established base, together with, on the opposite 
shore, either flying naval station of rights of pre-emption, P 

iene eve present estimate extont of dofences ancl number of military garrisons 
ciel ocal be nepessitated by the above or any other measures designed 49 81 
het oral of wators of Gull. For purpose, of rana-Persian, Railway, we think on 
Ty hole that the first course suggested is preferable, but there are parent obstacles to 
tating Porsin to come to an agreement. with regard to, Teniits Kishm, Larak, or 
Fg hs rogers the forme, the establishment of telegraph station has strengthened 
pie position, and if itis found impossible to couesrt an agresrnan ‘with Persia, itmight 
OL Patt vabatrusively 10 establish ourselves by other methods on the tree cher 
eter yos not the treaty with France, 1802, as interpreted in Bandar-Gisseh 
eenrovent us obtaining from the Sultan e Tease of Khor Kavvai, whereby we 
eae evo to. set up there a coaling, station or a naval base? | Otherwise there 
won He tte diffeulty in inducing His Highness to grant us such a lease if found 
necessiry: 


_ 
Enclosure 2 in No. 563%. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 
(Pelegraphie.) P. Mareh 17, 1913. 
MUSCAT. a 
Please refer to your telegram dated the 3nd instant. , 
‘As regards cash payment of compensation fer existing stocks of arms and for aboli- 
ton of tedle are agres to pay’ share; we vill f necessary, telegraph later ous eattuete 
dio tr pusn Gu latior aceon, which ix diielt to calculate, As texerds cesion 
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of territory near Pondicherry to France, some exchange of territory in Indin is essential 
or eition of our agreeing, and we incline to press demand for cession of Chandernay 
wot the loges” by Frauco as a return, for public feeling; would not fail to be stirred up 
Hae ene seocien of British territory in India to France without some such cession in return, 
vy ne cendle against Government that would prove embarrassing would be afforded 
thereby to disaffected quarters. ‘The offer mado in the 5th peragph of Sir R, Ritchie's 
Weee J the lst April, I9LI, to the Foreign Office still commands our concurrence if 
ete” ofion to us by France of Chandernagoreand the ‘‘loges”” is included. We would 
tige that, if finally it be decided to cade territory at Pondichery,, whether with 
Bree ation or not, a stipulation should be inserted that without previous consent no 
‘wireless telezraph station shall be erected in French India. 

MTelegrass given below, dated the 7th instant, has been reccived from, Resident 
in Porien Gulf regarding negotiations for option of leasing part of Musandim 
‘peninsula :-— 


“Te is highly important, ifthe smallest. chance of ropealing, 1862 Declaration at 
an carly datevexists, that cupidity of French Government should not be excited nor 
Shitan bo alarmed by allowing them to suppose that, posiility, of tho declaration 
boing repealed is connected with present negotiations with His Highness. The greater 
doit mPefoquired in our action because the Sultan, though often finding the French a 
cates sett store, I-feel fairly sure, by their presence and by the existence of the 
Dudturation of 1808 as safeguards against being overtaken by the fate of Zanzibar, of 
vet leis in dread; he therefore would not be glad to seo the declaration revoked. 
We ought, therefore, to proceed on some other basis to get from the Sultan what we 
Head af present, and T vould submit that at fist, tho basis of our negotiations should 
To weateeted to'lighthouso question. ‘The argument might be adopted that the Little 
Quota ds found to be too inaccossiblo a site, and hat hi permission is wanted to usa 8 
Sts on Mosnndin (for which wo would be lad to pay hint a ent if he wieheh) for tho 
Tighthouse, When the light in onco establishod, we should next declare that telographic 
sat omteation with it ia required, and. that for this wo propose, to re-establish, tho 
(aomuntk station at Maklab article 1 of the Telograph ‘Treaty of 1862 gives us a right 
tee When this is effected the next step. will be to act-as at Henjam by putting 
to ae peal at Khor Kawai. 1f, in tho meanwhile, the abrogation of the Declaration of 
T2uo care successfully attained, and the French were got rid of, a much bolder line 
ight be adopted.” 


‘Phe abrogation of the declaration would undoubtedly cause the Sultan much alarm, 
and by tone of our existing safeguards against other Powers intruding into Muscat 
ane id bo removed. Is it not possible to induce France to accept our right by our 1804 
Mweat agreement to take necessary stepsto establish a naval station in the Ras-al-Jibal 
peninsula without going #0 far as to rovoke the 1862 Trenty, and in spite of ous 
Miterpretation of it.in the Bandar Gisse case ? If the declaration 

the Sultan would without doubt he more favourable towards such an sundortak 














[13206] 


Sir Eduard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. 149.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, March 25, 1918. 
YOUR telegram No, 121 of 19th March : Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway. 








T concur in views expressed in telegram sent by Persian Railways Syndicate to 
“Wood, which he will be instructed to show you. 


You may use these arguments to Persian Government in reply to their protest, 
and urge then to send a surveyor at once to Mohammerah. 








[18334] 


No. 567. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. i 
fo. 150.) ; 
‘Delesraphic.) Foreign Office, March 25, 1913. 


‘OUR telegram No. 123 of 22nd March: Proposed letters to the khans. 
Ploase tolegraph text of what it is proposed to say. Tt should contain no threat. 






nm 
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No. 568. 






Foreign Office to India Ofice. 





Sir, 5 Foreign Office, March 25, 1913. 
T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jetter of the 14th instant regarding the proposed’ financial advances to the Persian 
Government. i 
With regard to the Marquess of Crewe's suggestion that a further sum of 10,000L. 
should be earmarked out of the Anglo-Indian share of the advance of 40,0001, for the 
restoration of order and for general administrative purposes in the province of Kerman, 
Sir IB. Grey is of opinion that the negotiations are now too far advanced to render it 
Aesirable to revise the conditions of the advance, and does not therefore propose to 
send any instructions to His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran regarding the provineo of 
Kerman. 
‘With reference to the proposal contained in the last paragraph of your letter under 
reply, Lam to state that Sir, Grey concurs in his Lordship's view that, the repay- 
ments of capital on account of the sum of 140,001, advanced in 1012 had better 5 
postponed until the 21st March, 1919. 































Tam, &c, 


LOUIS MALLET. 













(12995) No, 569. 






Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, March, 25, 1913. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sit Edward Grey to trausmnit to you herewith copy of 
1a télegram from His Majesty's Minister at 'Tehran® relative to the proposed withdrawal 
‘of the infantry escort from His Mest consulate at Shiraz. 
Lam to state that, subject to the concurrence of the Marquess of Crewe, Sir BE. Grey 
is disposed to approve the proposal, which is supported by Sir W. Townley. 











am, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 
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[13759] 0. 
Sir @, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 


Wo. 226) 
Sir, Constantinople, March 20, 1913. 
T HAVE read with much interest the suggestions formulated by Hakki Pasha for 
tho settlement of the Turco-Persian frontier question which you were 80 good as to 
communicate to mo in your telegram No. 132 of the 9th instant (repeating your 
telegram No. 204 of the same date t 

‘The first threo points are, T irely acceptable, but No. 4 calls 
for somo obsorvations. We can, I think, subscribe in general to the principle that the 
Sunni tribes should be placed ‘under Turkey—the principle Sunni for Turkey and 
Shin for Persia” clearly had considerable influence with MM. Orlof and Soane in 

ine which you are disposed to adopt for the purposes of making 

cessions to Turkey—but I think that it would be more prudent in 

imperfect state of our knowledge of the Zohab district not to adopt 
it as a rigid rule. 

T must confess that T do not understand what is intended by the request for 
cossions to Turkey. of districts north-east aid south of Zohab, and of some locality 
fear Mendoli, So far as Tam aware the districts to the north-east and south of Zohab 
‘ire inhabited by Shiite tribes, and therefore could not be ineluded in Hakki Pasha’ 
‘aim that Sunni tribes are to pass to Turkey, and it would, therefore, I submit, be 
well to ascertain what districts are contemplated so that we may be in a position to get 
Inoro. precise. information before committing ourselves to any expression of opinion om 
Hakki Pasha’s proposal. ‘The same. prudence should be observed in connection 
with any cession in the neighbourhood of Mendeli, which town, according to 
Captain D. L R. Lorimer’s report, on Pusht-i-Kuh, is quite close to the boundaries of 
PushticKuh.. ‘Tho Vali of Pusht-j-Kuh is a powerful aud semi-independent Persian 
chioftain, and any. arrangement that would give him plausible ground for grievance 
Should be avoided. There are one oF two places on, the Turco-Pusht-i-Kuh border 
such as Seyid Hussein Kale and the Baksai lands which are a source of constant 
dispute betwoon the ‘Turks and the Vali, and it is possible that one of these is the 
istrict alluded to by Hakki Pasha: they can, however, be searcely described as 
near Mend 

[understand that tho Russian Ambassador general agreement with the 
foregoing observations. 

Thave, &. 
ALD LOWTHER, 





(13842) 
Messrs. Ziegler and Qo, to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 20.) 
Sir, 4G, Sackville Street, Manchester, Mareh 25, 1913. 
WE bog to confirm our telegram of this morning as follows = 


“Our Shiraz house telegraphs as follows: Caravan 200 bales mostly our goods 
yobbed by Arabs near Dehbid strongly urge your cabling representatives to take prompt 
measures for recovery of goods 3 


And trast you may sev your way to do whateyer is possible for us in the matter. 
‘his last blow we consider an extremely serious one, for it shows that the measures 
hithorto taken by the Persian Government, with a view to restoring the safety of the 
oiites, have beon of no avail. ‘The telegram from Shiraz speaks of another robbery of 
Foie 196 mule loads, reported to have taken place near \badeh. ‘This caravan appears 
to hinve none of our goods but-we should feel obliged if you could inform us whether 
these robberies have been officially confirmed, and we hope to hear that whatever is 
‘possible vill be done to ensure the recovery of the goods. 
We have, &e. 
P, H. ZIEGLER axp Co. 





113802) 


India Office to Foreign Office {Received March 26.) 
Sir, India Office, Mareh 2, 1913 
LAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to ea aie 
His Majesty's Minister af Tehran and from the Government of India respectively, data 
the 14th aud 16th instant, regarding the appointment of a Turkish consul at Linguh, and 
to express the hope that, if necessary, further pressure may be brought to bear on the 
Persian Government to secure that. it should be cancelled, Although the commercial 
relations between Lingah and the Tracial Coast appear to be less close than they were, 
he former is undoubtedly convenient, point’ Zapp fo intrigue with the sheikhs $ 
and in this connection I am to invite reference to the telegram from the Government 
of India, dated the 15th August, 1911, eopy of which was sent to your department on 
the next day. 
Tam, &. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 





(13817) No. 573, 


Ry Cee Sin Haward Grey.—(Receeed March 26.) 
(Telegraphic.) Re 
MY telegram No, 119 of 18th March 


Bander Abbas reports that raiders have left the neighbourhood, and that 
conditions are now normal, 


Teliran, March 26, 1913, 


[13893] No, 57: 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Basoard Grey.— (Recci 2 
48) jwoard Groy.—(Reecived March 26.) 
‘Telegraphic.) Re St. Petersburgh, March 26, 

MY telegram No. 109 of 21st March. LODE 
_ Memorandum from the Russian Government states that they attach great 
importance to Lake Urmia concession, which also prosents great advantages for tho 
Persian Government. ‘The Russian Government express hope that. His Majeaty’s 
Legation at Tehran will, as far as possible, support the Russian Legation with a view 
to obtaining that concession. 

Copy by post to-night 


[13346] No. 575. 


Sir Edward Grey wo Sir P. Bertie, 
Gi, 10 ir Edvcard Grey to Sir P. Bertie 
(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, March 20, 1913, 

MY despatch No. 180 of 13th March, ree Rees Mere BNE 


Please ask the French Government whether the ex-Shah has arrived at Nice, 





{14008} No. 576, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Resoived Mareh 27.) 
@Xo 100) 
‘ir, St. Petersburgh, March 23, 1913. 
WITH reference to recent telegraphic correspondence, ue tis none 
transmit to you herewith copy of an aide-mémgire which 1 have received from the 
Russian Government on the subject of the Turco-Persian frontier. 
Thave, &e. 
ORGE W, BUCHANAN. 
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Enelosure'in No. 576. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G, Buchanan. 


TE Gouvernement Impérial est. d'avis que Ia formule proposée par Hakki Pacha 
uur le rbglement du litige turco-pefsan et exposée dans V'aide-mémoire de! Ambassado 
itannique du 26 février (11. mars), année courante, pourrait servir de base pour les 

négociatious ultérieures. Il serait copendant nécessaire que le Gouvernement ottoman 
8 pronongét élajrement quant aux compensations qu’il compte réclamer dans la zone 
situdo entro los 32% et 36° degrés de latitude, 3 

Le Gowvornement russe partage Vopinion do Sir E. Grey que les pourparlers au 
sujet du litige en question ne sauraient nullement étre transférés de \Constantinople-& 
‘Londres ou su it-Pétersbourg. "| 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 9 (22) mare, 1913, 





(13991) No. 577. 


‘Mr, Stewart to Foreign O fice —(Reeeived’March 21.) 
dential, 
gee ee) 8, Bishopsgate, London, March 26, 1913, 
SOCIEDA internationale d'Etudes du Chomin-de Ker transpersan, 
T have the honour to hand you herewith the copy of a letter addressed to 
Sir William Garstin by M, Raindre, president of the Société d'lstudes, and Baron E. 
du Marais, together with threo enclosures, vis: D 


(a) Note by M. Goukussof on the proposed Trans-Persian Railway. 
(3) Map of Persia showing various railway projects 
(c.) Admiralty chart of the Arnbian Sea from Musoat to Kuracheo.® 


Tr will be observed from the above-mentioned letter that the Société d’Itudes is 
suave to dru tho inmmdintsattntion of H s Maley Government tothe tubetanee 
of M, Goukassol’s note ; and further, that it finds it impossible to accept the alignmen 
Het aimee oer ep year aT Gatetin by Sir Touis Mallet on the 
ath Bebvunty, and by Six Eyre Crowe on the 24th February. The British members of 
the Sooiéts fully reali that the decision of Hlis Majesty's Government on this point, as 
dyclated in the conversation held at the Board of ‘rade on the LOth instant, mst bo 
eyarded as final: tho present correspondence is not forwarded with a view to reopening 
that question, but in order to keep His Majesty's Government informed af the views 
which animate tho French aad Russian members of the Soe té d'Etudes, and which 
may make it difficult for that body to prosecute its studies, as a harmonious whole, in 
the future. . 

Perhaps you will by good enough to-return at your convenience the map and ehart 
which form part of the enclosure to this letter. 

Thave, eo. 
P. H. SHAW STEWART. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 577. 
Letter addressed to Sir W. Garstin, 


M, lo Présutont ot cher Colldgue, Paris, le 18 mars, 1913, 

DANS ma sdanco du @ mars, 16 comité do_direstion’a. pria connate do la 
correspondance échangée entre vous et le Foreign Office sous lea dates des 4 et 
24 févrien. ; 

T1a ensuite entendu M. Goukassof, qui a exposb’les motifs pour lesquels le tracé 
suggéré par lo Gouvernement britannique parait tout 4 fait contraire aux intéedts 
comme b Tobjet méme de le Société du Chemin de Fer tranapersan. ML Goukamsof a, 
depuis lors, préciaé ses arguments dens une note que vous trouveres ci-jointe et que lo 
comité a prise en considérution, 

. * Not printed. 
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Je suis chargé, en vous la transmettant, de vous priex de faire yaloie auprbs du 
Gouvernement anglais Jes motifs indiqués & Pappai du tracé qui a pari A la‘socists 
“ipondre A'son programme général et présenter, au point de vue technique et éeonomique, 
des avantagen ot flies quauoun atte ee erin offer. 

En se plagant 4 ce point de vue, la Société d'Etudes ne saurait quiinsister sur 
Tobservation que vous avez formulée dans votre lettre du 18 février au Foreign Offlen 
Ror faire ressortir les obligations, dordre financier, qu’assumerait lo Gouvernement de 

Majesté en exigeant. dans des vues politiques, des modifications concernant lo ttacé 
‘ot que la Société d'Etudes considére justement comme contraires A ses intérbts, 

12 note ci jointe présente tons les arguments. propres A réfuter sur ee point In 
réponse do VAdministration anglaiso et X montrer ponrguoi nous ne sautions ccepter 
comme définitive, 

. Nous afavons ioi & vous entretenir que des considétations dordre technique ot 
économique relatives au tracé 

En ce qui touche les ebté pol nestion, ils sont du rossort des 
Gouvernements intéressés ot nous ne pouvons qu'attendte les rloultate de ie ‘conversation 
qui va sans doute stengager entre eux & ce sujet. Nous vous serions seulement obi 

e sigualer, 2 Yoceasion, au Foreign Office, Pavantage qu’il y aurait i hiter Ia solution 
attendue, 
Veuillez, &0, 
Banow FE. pu MARAIS, 
RAINDRE, 


SS ee 


Enclosure 2 in No, 577. 
Note by M. Goukassof on the proposed Trans-Persian Raitwoay, 


Preface, 


Fr aageumpanying notes, whilst relating to the communications from the Foreign 
‘Office dated. the 4th February. and 24th February, tavite constlewton ee 
dportant questions of principle having refsrenoo only to the financial and commotgal 
aspects of the Trane-Persian Railway, and the bearings thereof aa regards Persia, 
‘These questions are-— 


1. ‘Tho point at which the line should touch the Persian Gulf or the Arubian Sea 
reapectively. 

2. The aligument or route to bo followed by the line, 

3. The scheme of a desirable development of railway in Persia, 


tis considered that all other points referred to in the above communications, such 
us the linking up of the Persian lines with those of India, tho gauge, tho allogation, if 
any, of the control over the different sections of the lino, and otfier questions tnvolvia 

ical issues, could be discussed with advantage later on in cannection with the 
lecisions arrived at on the above threo principal pointa, 

ihe necessity of railways in Persia for tho purpose of promoting the pease 


development of the country, inereasing commeroe, exports in particular, end. peovidin 
greater security in the country, has always been eutely rcognived. ‘The dlfielty of 
the problem was that. no project of railways having for it solo nim th satistction of 
the Jocal needs of Persia, could stand the proof of a financial examination, owing to the 
‘mountainous character of Persia and ita sparce Population, 

ihe Brans-Persian Railway mocks to. solve that, problem by combining tho local 
Reeds of Persia with the needs of transit, in tho hopo that by such combination the 
line may become practicable, 

In dealing with a project of such magnitude involving the expenditure of a lange 
capital, itis necessary to tako into account and consider carefully every detail, in onder 
to attain a maximum of efficiency with a minimum of expenses of conatruction, aa well 
as of the working of the line. 

It may be taken, therefore, that the elements to enter into a combination to rend 
‘he line financial success will be :— 

a hat af both de of te line in. Persia, both in ho north as well as inthe 
south, there shou ible facilities for increasing and expediting the import. 
And export of goods, aa wel as the paaenger tic, a ‘ 

2, ‘That the line should be as short as possible, 

[1602] 5H 
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fe = wae Foes; 

. That those districts through which the line will pass should be fairly populated, 

aod shoul tied ‘ssblities for tho. development of the production of staple export 

{goods of Persi, and also of the consumption of goods imported into Persia, i 
4, That an easy access should be given to other well-populated parts of Persia, 

be counected eventually by branch Tines with the main line. 


1, The Point at which the Line should touch the Persian Gulf or the Arabian Sea. 


ich i i i Id touch the 
the point at which it was proposed that. the projected line shou 
Devan eras Clint Naciee suggested that this point, bo teaser to 
Bunder Abbas, leaving, the question open as to whether in. future this point shonl oe 
connecter through Chabbar with Kurrachee. ‘Thissuggestion makes it necessary tl it 
Bugler Abbas shouldbe eonsered on ite Ou mete am at any rate temporary, an 
y permanent southern terminus of the Trans-Per 8, ae 
Teiditanded that the TranaPersinn, ine should constitute the last link of the 
Tines connecting the Atlantio with the Tudian Sea, and indeed with the Tndian system 
of rulways. Its obvious, thee that auch railway should be provided with an 
adequate harbour wherever it touched the Indian Sea oF the Persian Gulf ae 
Bunder Abbas can have no claims to being or becoming such a harbour. “(Lloyd's 
Register” (1912-1919, vol. 2, p, 639) refers to Bunder Abbas in the following 
‘torins -— 
i y i e is h of 
* An opon roadatend, vessels loud and dischargo by lighters. There is « depth 
i rifoot afi pa ociavailabioin ths port at L.W.OS ii 


‘Tho British consul says in his report (Consular Reports, No 5,083) :-— 
th 


ie fico of the nbove itis evident that Bunder Abbas in its present state is 
quleenneh tar nauaie pias ¥y considerable quai Ti is also evident that 
Hivean bo made a good harbour af al, the expanses ingle willbe enormous 
All the other ports on the Persian shore i the Gulf present the same charac- 
‘istics. (See Consular Report No. 482%, p. 20), 
Son eat ater ieae Ney e tac eat care hm ee Abbas, and 
hore, tere are only Chahbar and Gwatar, both of which present all the features 
necessary for the muking of good harbour eapable of sorving a8 a terminus for a trans- 
continental erayntly Main 

‘The Admiralty chart attached hereto? shows that depths of 9} fathoms 
4 ne ave Tc iedree The ahora ta tises ‘tro places than at any other protected 
ie in hoy of Chahbas bas» depth of @ tbo, and tho shape ofthe 
bay js nc a8 to suggest that the approach of stennar to the shore can be oct 
with great ease, and comparatively small expense would be required for the construction 
of piers 

2, Route, 

‘Tho effect of tho suguested alteration would be that the two great districts of 
Karwan ond Vout (Choteea diane taken a through these notes in the sense 
of British consular reports) will be cut asunder from the line, and their place would. be 
taken by the district of Shiraz, As regards the district of Ispahan, either alignment 


* Not printed. 
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Fould cross it, and, asin the first alignment, it was proposed | connect the town of 
Tnalian with tho wain Tin» by a branch line from Nain, either alignient would teak 
equally the central and most pupulated part of the distriet 

- comparison should therefore be between the elsims of Kerman and Yeed districts 
on one side, and those of Shiraz district on the other side 

Kerman is the largest town in the whole of Central and Southern: Persia, except 
perhaps Ispaban. ‘The Consular Report No. 4,986, estimates. the population of the 
oust sell at 80,000, and of the whole province at 1,500,000, Thue cuestath of the 
etl population of Persia is in Kerman distri As regards the country betwen, 
Kerman and Chahbar, itis of exceeding fertility and beauty" the: iamedie valleys 
Some of them 100 miles in length, between the various ranges of the Kerman moantace 
abound wil the rarest and most valuable vegetable production” (« Chambon Enoyolo- 
peedia,” 1901, vol. vii, p. 64), 

ezd with its 50,000 population is. probably the third town of importanca inthe 
Yaa of the Central and Southern Persia Wo havo no data of the papuletion of she 
Ferd district, Both the Kerman and tho Yeu districts are amonper the foroay 
districts producing the staplo goods of Persian export, such ag eotfen (ae Connien 
igvart No. 9087, p, 6 about cotton in Yeud), rien, opium, gum, fit; Rerten, 
the carpet industry is highly developed, not only in Kerman’ bat afeo th Yer (Consular 
report No. 4888, p32). As regard the eropa in Kerman distriet “in gear of rood 
harveat fields of wheat ure aat Gre toto clear the ground, as tho crops wee mag toe 

fcr Heeal consumption, and it was too costly to transport tho mirplus tthe 

coast.” (Consular Report No, 6088, p. 8). 

jhtere are no exact data af the «mount of trudo in theae two distriote, bué of course 
itis practically the whole trade of Bunder Abbas and part of the tree of 

is with thoso districts, 

earns, on the other hand, is given as having w population of 80,000 to 40,000 (eco 

‘Statesman’ Year Book”), ‘Its market has three main ontputs 


sas, aa urban centre in which tho distribution is effected by shop-keepers 

selling to the inhabitants of the city itself and districts lying in elon proximity... 
iy) As an entrepOt market in what may be called semi-rotail trade, hiro’ ike 

distribution is done by pedlars, touring amongst the nomad trike 


‘Tegn cutrepot market in wholesale trade, sending ite winplus for dispoan! in 


nd spahan. whenever the ruling prices enable this to be ‘lone ati profit.” 
(Consular Report No. 4342, p, 3). 


The aspect (c) would besatitied by either of the two proposed routes, and it ja onk 
the tapects (a) and (), vie, the loial trado and trade. with nomad. tribes that qo 
aufler in the case of the adoption of the original scheme, 

ais Producta of the Shiraz dlstrict are chilly, gum, opiui, almonds; skins, and 
fruit, but the total amount of theso producte must bo taken ax baing anual lear dete 
production of either the Yer or Kerman di 

srk comparison of the economic valuo for Poriaitslf of the original acheme, 
‘and of that now proposed, tells greatly in favour of the Bs 

In order to establish a comparison between the respective longths that of the Ywvo 
Fropeeed aligomente it is assumed in the following that in the aligamont, as altered by 
the Foreign Office, the line will be eventually carted through Butler Abba te Gretie 


1. In the original alignment the lengths would be as follows :— 
Astar to Kashao, about, 


Kashan to Kirman, —, 
Kirman to Chabbar, 


‘Total, about ., 


2. In the alignment as altered, the lengths would be as follows :— 


Astara to Kasha, 
Kashaa to Ispaha, 

te Shires, 
Shiraz to Bander-Abbas 
Bander-Abbas to Chahbar 
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‘To (1) must be added the branch from Nain to Ispahan of 70 miles, bringing the 
total Tength’ of (1) to 1,512 miles, as against. 1,661 miles of (2), or a difference of 
149 miles in favour of (1), 

‘The comparison of barometric profiles in the possession of the Société d’itudes 
shows again that, in the scheme (1), the live from Kashan to Kerman will cross a 

ractically level country, presenting no difficulties of construction whatever. Between 
Kerman and Chahbar there are twe diffcult places, one between Mahun and Rain, and 
another neat Champ, but, on the whole, the descent from the Persian plateau is easier 
at this place than at/any other. 

‘On the other hand, the country between Kashan and Ispahan, between Ispahan 
and Shirag, and again between Shiraz and Bunder Abbas, present very great dificulties, 
‘tp shown in the attached profiles. ‘The line would have to cross not less than nine 
‘mountain rang 

‘Thus, ifthe two alternative alignments are compared on their own merits only, and 
from the point of view of both the home and transit trade of Persia, all the advantages 
are on the sido of the original alignment. 


3, The Scheme of a desirable Development of Railways in Persia. 
The Persian Railway Syndicate is interested in the Tines— 


(a.) Brom Mohathmerah to Khoramabad. 

(H) ‘From Bunder Abbas to Kerman. 

‘c.) From Bushire vid Alinbad to some point on the line. 
(@.) From Bunder Abbas vil Shiraz to Ahwaz, 


‘Tho concession of the line (a) has been already granted, and does not therefore entor 

into question, 

ogards (c), the Société d’IStudes does not, possess its barometric profile, but, the 
descent from Kerman to Bunder Abbas, reported by one of the expert members of the 
Council of the Société d'Etudes, who has studied the matter on the spot, as being the 
most difficult one of all descents, ‘The length of the line must be taken at about 
300 miles, as-against 520 miles of the lino Kerman-Chahbar, this being the only 
advantage of the Kerman-Bunder Abbas line, Against that there are the following 
dravback i 

1. The Tine is of little importance, if of any at all, for the fertile district to the 
south of the town of Kerman, 

‘2, ‘Tho cost of construction and the working expenses per milo will bo much higher 
‘than for the Kerman-Chahbar line, 

5. The handling of tratfic nt Bunder Abbas will present great difficulties, and 
require extra exponses. The Consular Report, No. 5033, p. 10, estimates the charges of 
dlivgharging goods from steamors at Bunder Abbas at Ge. 2d. per ton of pieee-goods and 
4s, 1d. peer ton of sugar 

‘4 ‘Pho line ean have no value for transit traftic unless it is connected with a 
hharbour like Chhbat, in which case the total length of Kerman-Bunder Abl 
‘Chahbar would be about 676 miles, as against 520 miles Kerman to Chahbar. 


‘ho line under (°) may present somo commessialintoret and should be included 
in the gonoral scheme of the railways in Persia, but it runs over a very dificult 
country, and should be first built from Bushire to Shiraz, and afterwards pralonged from 
Shiraz fo Tapahan, z 
ho lino under (d) cannot claim as being of any interest whatever for Persia ox for 

the Persian trade, It rans parallel to the shore, and connects Bunder Abbas with 
‘Ahwaz, two points that can be easily reached by water ; it is obviously: projected as 
ink, to be connected later on with the Bagdad line. ‘The Société d’tudes cannot 
reasonably be expected to support that line, or any part of it, in contradiction to the 
objeots set forth in its articles of association, Jak 

‘As regards the working out of a general scheme of railways in Porsia, it would be 
‘evident, from the above observations, that the same would take the following form : 
two main lines, one being the line projected by the Société d'Etudes, and the other 
Ig the line from Mohammerah to Khoramabad, and thence to Kermanshab, will 
form the basis of the system. A line from ‘Tehran to Hamadan and Khanikin will 
hhave to be built in future for obvious reasons. ‘The branch line from Nain to Ispahan 
‘will have to be carried either to Ahwaz or to Shiraz and Bushire, 
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(13956) No. 578. i 
¢ ; D 
(ao. 190), Townley to Sir Baar Greece Moreh 2.) 


(Telegraphic) R. Tehran, March 21, 
‘YOUR telegram No, 144 of 22nd March, sie: ee 
British consul at Shiraz requests permission to accompany'the regiment as far as 
Kozenum, where ho will also havo an opportnity of making the acquaintance of 
Tgreo with the British consul that his presence with the regiment is likely to be 
of asistance to them, and T propose, wid your approvl osinetion his accompanying 
em. 





(14021) No. 579. 


Sir W. Tononley to Sir Batward Grey.—(Recei h 
0, y (Received March 27.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 1 i, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. Siete 
__ The Persian Government learn froin Constantinople that the Russian 
ig in favour of the Persian Ambassador addressing a note 1 the Porte anit ie 
that the conditions of tho protocol of Tehran have not been failed, and that. tho 
Persian Government now propose to dissolve the commission, but are. prepared: to 
summon a fresh one at a later dato in accordance with a new protocol which will havo 
to be drawn up in due cou 
“The Minister for Foreign Affairs says that the Persian Ambassador is of the 
‘opinion that there is small hope of the Turkish, Government coming to a settlement of 
the question until the war is over, and is inclined to adopt the suggestion outlined 
above, but before doing so would liko to have the advice of His Majesty's Government, 
and aléo to know wliether the Persian Government can anticipate asistanco of two 
Governments in preventing Turkish inroads into Zohab pending tho summoning of 
the new commission, 
(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 





(14049) No. 580. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey:—(Re 


Gi. ved Marel 
(Delegray R Tel 3 
“oli ‘ctogram No. 150 of 25th March. a Meee ele 
Notification of withdrawal of the Central India Horse, which it i 
smal to.tho Headien on tho 7004, wil bolomued by the Peeion authaniiee nn 
iP; Cox telographs that tho Governor of Gulf Ports has. prepared lotters, in 
¢onsultation with him, to the khans at Almadi, Borasjun, Shabancara, and Daliki, As 
3s the custom with Porsian documents of tho sor, thoy are lengthy, but contain no 
It is also proposed that an identical public announcement should be made. 
a t al pub i ie 
= and governor. It is being drawn up in accord with the consul- 
ave confined myself here to impressing upon the Persian Gi 
Denevolent attitude adopted by His Majesty's Government. in ckpan ta Gore 
duu have urged that the Joi. authorities should bo instructed to, take al essary 
e er all possible assistance 10 tho regiment om its d 
thin ny public announcement neal be nade hero eT ea, 
n these circumstar x il it r 
anno nates, gzeumstances do you still desiro me to oblain toxt of letters and 








(14066) 
Sir P. Bertio to Sir Bdward%crrey—(Reecived March 21.) 
(es 38.) 


a is, March 97, 1913, 
(Welegeaphic) I. Paris, J 5 
HR telegram No, 136 of 26th March, SEs 
Minty for Foreige Affim stato waofically that. it is believed that ex-Shah was 
‘at Venice few days ago. They have not yet heard of his arrival at Nice. 





(13893) antes 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
Wo. 153.) eA ie 
le ic, Foreign Office, Mareh 27, 1913. 
cred. DUCHANAN'S telegram No. 18 of 26th March, regarding Lake Urmia, 
Please telegraph your views. If you see no objection to supporting demand, & 
thre anything for which we aro asking which is being opposed by Russia, oF which 
would be more easily obtained if we had Russian support? In’ that ease we coul 
make our support conditional. 2 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 267.) 





(18169) No, 583. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


Sagmphie ) Foreign Office, March 27, 1913. 
ULE, British group of the Société d'ftudes have put before us quite tentatively an 
outing of proposals for fnaacial control in Posia in event of large loan, 
‘Wo ato considering this question in consultation with, tho Treasury and the India 
se to commit ourselves to the British group without coming to 

h the Russian Govern 
calloney shoutd ask M. Sazonof to act similarly. I should be very glad to 
‘exchange viows with M, Sazonof on this subject 





[18139] Nonbes 
Foroign Ofice to Treasury.* 


: Foreign Ofice, March 27, 1913. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir E ismait_ to you herewith copy 
of a letter from Mr FO, Ha to myself, forwarding the draft of an 
‘agrooment, bots he Persian Government and the financial groups interested in the 
trans-Porsian Ei chemo,t with a view to the reorganisation of the finances of 
Persia by the institution of  committeo of control at Paris, and of a council of 
istration at Tohran. bs 
sto draft was agreed on at a recent meeting held at Paris between representatives 
of tho British, Prencli, and Russian groups, at which Mr, Harrison himself represented 
tho British group, and it will bo observed that the document is to be submitted to the 
-¢ Governments and groups concerned. 
Se ats SURE lat mee bore Of basset conte will presumably be necessary 
Joan of any magnitude, say of 5,000,000. or 6,000,000. is made to Persia, but that 
the proposals now submitted appear to be of so far-reaching a nature as to be 
alculated to alarm the Persian Government. A 
Tam to stato that Grey would be glad to receive at as carly a date as 
possible any observations which the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
may have to offer on this draft in order that he may be in a position to reply to the 
proposals without undue delay. 


Sir, 


Tam, &. 
1 LOUIS MALLET. 


($e 


Also to India Office, mutatis mutandis, t No. 353. 


999 


114083] No. 585, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 28.) 
Go. 51) 


_ Tehran, March 13, 1913, 
HIS Majesty's consul-general at Bushire has furnished the following information 
respecting the movements’of caravans during January and February :— 


1. Mules arriving and leaving Bushire : January, 3,492; February, 1,504 Also. 
donkeys: January, $36; February 900. 
rasjun reports the following departures to Pushire; January, 2,045 mules ; 


6 mules; and arrivals there from Bushire: January, 3,760 mules; 
February, 2,856 mules. 


‘There are no donkey returns as these animals go via Firuzabad. 


His Majesty's consul at Shiraz reports as follow 
Arrivals from Bushire: February, 2815 mules, 1,00 donkeys ; and departures 
to Bushire: about 2,300 mules. 


Arrivals at Shiraz from Ispahan numbered 450 mules, and departures from Shiraz 
to Ispahan about 938 mules, 


His Majesty's consul at Shiraz repocts clso the following robberies during tho 
month of February 


February 14.—Near Kazerun, a donkey caravan; subsequently recovered by 


Darya Bogi. 
February 20.—At Takhtitaous, a mule caravan conveying cash and miscellaneous 
goods en route to Shiraz, 
February 22.—At Kamin, a caravan was attacked by Lashanis, who were driven 
off by villago headmen ; but tho caravan lost three loaded’ mules and threo ponies, 


February 23.—At bridge near Siwand, Kurdshulis carried off godds and animals 
from a caravan going to Shiraz. 


February 27 and 28.—Robberies of sheep and donkeys near Kazorun by Bulvardis, 
7 have, &o, 
W. TOWNLEY, 





14135) No. 586. 


Mr, Stowart to Foreign Ofice.—{Received March 28.) 
Confidential.) 
ir, z 8, Bishopsgate, London, March 27, 1913, 
SOCHETE internationale d’iStudes du Chemin de Fer transpersin, 

Yesterday I transmitted to you a communication which had been made to 
Sir William Garstin by the president of the Sooiété d’Btudes, and which wet forth somo 
of the objections entartained | by our French and Russian colleagues to the changes now 
proposed in the scheme of the Trans-Persian Railway, 

Thave now the honour to transinit a further communication, received from the 
aime souros,consating of a sketch (drafted by the Comité do Direction) of a scheme 
for the distribution of the international interests in a hypothetical railway, 

It is understood that a similar sketch is being submitted to the Russian Govern- 
ment for their consideration, the intention of the Comité being to preparo a definite 
project if the main principles should be approved, 

‘The draft sketch in question presupposes that an agreement on the important, 
wuestion of alignment will be reached between the ‘“conseil” or international board of the 
cists and the Governments concerned. On this question the board as a whole has 

not yet had an opportunity of formulating its opinion; but the attitude of the 
individual groups may be to some extent foreshadowed, as far as our foreign friends 
are concerned, by the communications which have been ‘received from the Comité de 
Direction, and, as far as the English members are concerned, by certain informal 
discussions which have taken place in London, ‘These last, as far as they have gone, 
hhave tended to show that the building of w railway to link up Astara-Resht—Tehran— 
Ispahan-Shirwz—Bundar Abbas (participation in the scheme being, in addition, 
understood to be contingent on the Société d'Hitudes acquiring a subordinate interest 
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{n the capital of the Persian Railways Syndicate) would not be likely to commend iteelt 
8s a busines proposal to the individuals Who tomposo the British group. 

As the choice of alignment i, of eouse, vital to the main isa, the English group 
must be understood to reserve their opinion us to the merits of the scheme and the 
terms of participation propused in the note of the Comité which forms the subject of 


this letter, 
Thave, &. 
P. H. SHAW STEWART. 


Enclosure in No. 586. 
Note. 


DES lettres adressées par le Foreign Office i Sir W. E. Garstin les 4 et 24 février, 
1919, résulte la situation suivante :— 


‘Tout en confirmant son accord, en principe, A Ia création d'un chemin de fer 
transpersnn, le Gouvernement britannique affirme qu’aucune partie de la ligne ne devra 
‘tro construite en dehors de la zone russe sans son assontiment. La ligne principale 
dovra traverser Ispahan et passer par Chiru et s'arréter provisoirement & Bendor Abbas. 
Les ombranchements devront dtre cousidérés au point de vue de leurs avantages 

aus anne qu Yon garfi [Y eux-l] au projet de In grande communication en 

role britannique devra prédominer dans la section méridionale. Des 

engagements ont été pris par fe Government britannique pour appuyer Ie groupe du 
Porsian Railways Syndicate on yue de Vobtention de concessions des lignes suivantes 


(a.) Mohammorah-Khorrerwabad. 
(b.) Bendor Abbos-Kirman, 

.) Buchive vik Atiabad A un point de la grande ligne, 
{ii} Bender Abbas vit Chiras b Ahwaz. 


Le Gouvernement britannique suggiye & la Société internationale de rechercher une 
entento uvee le groupe susdit pour celles de ces lignes qui rontrent dans le programme 
du ‘Transpersan, 

Dans une seconde lottre, du 24 février, 1913, le Gouvernement britannique, tout en 
reonniissant que es conditions nouvell t les arrangements internationaux 
primitify, dit qu’elles n’entraluent pas n du droit de V'élément frangais & 
participer pour un tiers dans le eapital de toute compagnie filiale ; mais que, de cette 
répartition, on no saurait conclure & I'égalité absoluo de élément francais avec chucun 
des doux autres déments dans les entreprises lles-maémes, ’ raison de li nécessité de 
distinguer les intérdts politiques et commerciaux. 

Unio note remise por le" Vieomte Errington, le 15 mars, indique que les autorités 
anglaises, en vue de application des conditions rapportées i-dessus, ont montré une 
prélérenco “pour la séparation arrangements financiers entre lea sections gepten- 
trionales et méridionales de la Perse,” et “iuclineat vers la formation de deux 
compagnies, pour lesquelles les fucilités de transport en transit pourraient sajuster au 
moyen dune administration centrale ou comité réuni.” 

On doit sattendry a co que le Gouvernement russe subordonnerait 'adhésion qu'il 
donnerait A cos. propositions A la reconnaissance, par voie de réciprocité, de priviloges 
somblables en aa favour pour les lignes de sa zone, 

En cet dtat do choses, et sila Société internationale se résout A donner suite a la 
domidre suggestion du Gouvernement anglais, la combinaison suivante pourrait étre 
envisagée entre autres :— 


Un avouant au protocole de principe du 22 mars, 1912, établirait et consucrerait 
Jes dérogations & apporter aux stipulations de co protocole pour permettre de réaliser 
Tas de la société dans les conditions nouvelles rendues nécessaires par les réserves 
Sela 

Bra Société internationale erverait ensuite dou socistés Ailales pour la constraction 
es lignes dans les zones russe et anglaiso respectivement, en fixant les Timites de leur 
aphire d'action dans ln zone neutre conformément & un accord 4 intervenir entre les 
Gouvernements russe et anglais, 
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sen Tierait chacune de ces socigiés & la Société internationale en assurant, 


(a) Aux socigtés filiales— 


1, Le droit et Yobligation de reprendre les concessions ou optic 

a, pfs eid Texcson do utes ates; seeps Sete: 

. Lappui financier exclusit do la Société international is 
a es soci internationale pour la mise en 


(@.) A la Société internationale, la directi cot 
anv yl Seid internationale, In direction supéroure ot le conto proptes 


1. Au point de vue de Vemploi des ressources par elle fournies ; 
2) Au de vue de Tunité finale de Toners toocemei aut ‘ 


On peut citer parmi les garanties qui devraient étre ainsi atipull ft 

elu pour Soi Yaraa(lontlo\de)Yonréeoiier aes fiaen ait aca 

rents; le choix do Paris pour le sitge social des filles; Tabligattan do conslsties loa 

cones administration den Bales pour Is plus grando parti avee des membres du 
ln ion de la soci Hi by i li 

Blastury de contata da es Tianna ee ee 
n s'inspirant de esprit qui a présidé d Ia création do la Société internat 

proportion obligatoire den inténts auivant Ios nationalitéa serait, par azemple 


Pour Ja zone septentrionale; Eléments 60 pour cent; frangais, 38 pour 
iments russes, ur cent; fran, 
Pour la zone méridionale : Tléments britanniques, 60 pour cet migais, 38 pour 

le ts britanniques, 60 pour cent; frangais, 


it observée pour la nomination des administrateurs, 
protocolo de principe, “la méme base s'appliqueruit & 


rind os socide do onatrustion foment place 
ation, ou se transformeraient & cette fin, Soit qu’elles exploitent 
Pour le compto do la Société d'Etudes, soit quolies rogoivent le lignes h bal, ex gontrata 
passés avec elles assureraient.& la Société internationale un droit d'intervention et do 
ontrdle garaitissant, on mémo temps quo ses intérdta, Tunité inéocssairo pour répondee 
tun jour, on définitive, 4 Vobjet primitivemont poursuivi: ender une grande vole do 


8i les Gouvernements intéressés se protaient 4 une combinaison de 
nts. intér le In nature de 
colle dont tes grandes lignes viennent d'étre indiquées, eelle-ci aurait Vavantage do 
peri tee realog san movies leg statuts do le Sots Studs oon Iisa ans 
er Yoouwre Iaborieusement édifiée grice 4 do. lo int 
ments et les Gltlsements finanlers des too pay, nnn one Tee 


Te 16 mars, 1913, 





(14211) No, 587. 
Be Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey,—(Received March 28,) 


legraphic.) R. 
AY telogram No. 112 of 17th March, + Tate Mane dae 


6 _Pollowing from Sir P. Cox to Government of India, 27th March, repeated to. 


“Governor of the Gulf Ports now suagests ‘at the eleventh hour that arrival of 


more men at Bushire by sea, just as tho cavalry are starting from Shiraz, is undosh 

as being calculated 0 givo an impression of designed ‘concontration, aod vena 

baer ren 3 ° an impression of devigned concentration, aa, perhaps, 
_ “I think myself that the governor is mainly prompted by th id 

ich prompied his request communicated in my telogram No 16h amely fat 
necessity for sending men here is an indirect slur on his own régime,’ But 

as he pressed the above view and asked mo to godimunieato it, I am not. prepared 

tosay that he or the Persian Government might not use the arrival of sopoys as an 


[1602] 5K 
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exeuso for, any nnfronply feeling shown to the cavalry on the way. ‘This being so, 
if the Rajputs have ‘hot already started, perhaps the Government of India will 
consider the desirability of the movement being postponed until the arrival of the 
cavalry, It might be feasible for transports, which come up to take the cavalry 
+ away, to bring the infantry with them.” 

Should T communicate change of the Rajputs’ head-quarters to the Persian 
Government ? 





[14878] No, 588. 2 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 28.) 
(No, 169.) 


(Telographic.) R. Constantinople, March 28, 1913, 

‘MURCO-PERSTAN frontier. 

‘Phe Grand Vizier called on the Russian Ambassador yesterday and promised to 
send a written reply to the Russian note of 22nd August next Monday. 

‘Tho Ambassador understands that reply will be general acceptance of the above- 
‘mentioned note, but on condition of ceasions in Zohab, 

‘Tho Grand Vizier indicated the desired concession on tho map. ‘Tho Tine a 
proposed by him follows the red line as shown on Soane’s map of 13th January 
From Shemira as far as Tangi-Haman, thence runs on south side of Quretn River, 
and short distance from it in @ westerly direction to a point near Markaz, then 
following line of Turkish guard-houses, but a little east of them, crosses the 
River Alwand near Kani Biz, genoral direction of which it follows, but at varying 
Ajstances from its loft bank north-east to Sar Pul and thence to Rijab. _ Honco 
‘long the crest of Kuh-inoa, Aaruk, and Zelozerd mountain to Zorbatieh, 45 miles 
south: of Mandali, Grand Vizier pretended that this line is in accordance with 
Principle that Sunni tribes pass to ‘Turkey, which is obviously incorrect, as it 
Fuld. placo all winter quarters of Sinjabi tribe in Turkey and also encroaches 
on Pushtikub, Hix Excelloncy. was, bowever, conciliatory, and when it was 
Pointed out to him that under his proposal part of Kasr-i-Shirin to Kermanshah 
Head would ie in Turkish territory, he at once agreed to modify the line, His 
Pxcelloncy also desired some minor modifications of the line north of Jatitude 36, but 
seemed prepared for a compromise. 

Traian. Ambassador intends to, mako great effort to obtain promisod wetien 
reply. He urgos that onr joint position woutd thereby: be much strengthened as it 
‘vata constitute formal recognition of our interests in question, while in not improbable 
Qvent of the fall of the present Cabinot the case would not have to be argued again 
‘with now Minister. 

Ho has telegraphed in this sense to St, Petersburgh representing that Turkish 
reply, if received, ean be accepted with two provisos :— 


41, That the Sunni tribes shall pass to Turkey. 

9! ‘That winter pastures of Shinh tribes shali not pass to Turkey. 

‘Mhoso provisos would retain Sinjabi and Pusht-i-kuh territory for Persia, but in 
oxchango for it the districts south-west of Shemira, shown by blue line, could, if 
nocessary, be offered to Turkey. 

Tam ingenoral concurrence with the Russian Ambassador's views, and intend 
‘also to press for immediate reply to our note. 

‘Tho Russian Ambassador believes that the Grand Vizier is genuinely anxious to 
reach settlement. 





[14238] No. 589. 


Sir G. Buehanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 28.) 
(No. 122.) 
(Lelegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, March 28, 1913. 
Your telegram No, 268 of 27th March: Financial control. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs will discuss question with Minister of Finance and 
Jet you know his views subsequently, He fears, however, that it will be very difficult 
to got Persians to accept such a vontrol. 
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(14049) No, 590. 


me as Sir Bdicard Grey to Sir W. Townley, 


Afelegraphic) Re 
YOUR telegram No, 131 of 27th March: Shiraz. 
Not necessary to telegraph texts, 


Foreign Office, March 28, 1913. 





118956) No. 591. 


Sir Ee to Sir 
ae ir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
‘elegraphic.) R. Porel 3 
YOUR telegram No, 120 of 27 Aarch: Shira ATES TH 
Aro yon satisfied that the consul will run no risk on his return journey, and that. 


a visit frc “il 3 isi 
heat i Sonlet will not embarrass the Governor-General and be misinter 





14021) No, 592. 


(33,308) 
flegraphic.) Foreign 0, 
ODN, telegram No} 180 of TMMacoh's Tue Beene kent 


Tam fosolat ‘ ; 
Road, opposed to the dissolution of the commision, and am 0 replying tthe 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 272, and Constantinople, No, 155.) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 





[13316] No, 593. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Lowther, 


(No, 150. Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
‘OUR telegram No. 158 of 22nd March: Turco-Persian frontion. 


Foreign Ofice, March 28, 1913. 


Tam not in favour of dissolution of commission 
No. a Laaenenee! to Sir G. Buchanan, ce 
fal isha has, moreover, just made proposals for settling th i 
a has, moreover, 19 fronti 
Grand V ler privately, involving acceptance of the Russian Aaa hs rae mae 
our libata he south. Some compensation to Turkey in the centro would bo necessary, 
and his Highness was to Je us know the Turkish views on tia pont. Ifa setlement 
arriv i ission wil if i 
See oe nice this nature, the commission will provide a convenient 


Paap? Russian Government havo approved of the recommendation mado by Hakkt 


for reasons givon in my telegram 


‘You might continue'to press the Grand Vizier to settle thi fon wit 
further delay, if your Russian colleaguo agrees, Wat tus/oritais enna naliy 
ikki Pasha had'better not be mentioned to the Grand Vizier, as the proposal is 
supposed to emanate from Hakki Pasha alone, t ce 





14066) No, 594. 


Ga, Sir Bdward Grey to Sir R. Rodd. 
(Telegraphic) BR. P Roreign 0, : 

THERE is reason to beliovo thatthe ex Shah was ue Senate 

vo il thould bo much obliged ifthe Tian Government could lotus know whether 
he is netually in Venice, and for any information as to his movements, 
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[11024] No. 595. 
Foreign Office to India Ofiee.* 


Sir, x Foreign Office, March 28, 1913. 

TAM directed by Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of the Marquess of Crewe, a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Minister at ‘Tehran, on the subject of trade conditions in Northern and Southern 

o S 
Se catia especial attention to the second paragraph of Sir W. Townley’s 
despatch, in which it is stated that trade has been proceeding briskly on the various 
southern roads, a 


, Be. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(13347) No. 596. 
Poreign Office to Persian Railways Syndicate, 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 28, 1913. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 18th instant relative to the proposed 
survey of the alignment, of the Mohammera~Khoremabad Railway, I am directed by 
Scorotary Sir Ddward Grey to inform you that, according to a telegram from His 
‘Majesty's Minister at Tchran, repeating a message from His Majesty's consul-general 
at Bushiro, Captain Wilson was instructed to leave the latter place for Ahwaz on 
tho 24th instant to make all necessary arrangements for the survey party. 

Captain Wilson anticipated no serious difficulty in arranging for their safety a8 
for as Dizful, and no insurmountable obstacles to accomplishing .the same result 
heyond, that ‘place by agreement with the tribes concerned, but ho expresses the 

ction, in which Sir P. Cox concurs, that the best way of attaining the object in 

h a direct agreement with the tribes and secure their consent and 
co-operation, Captain Wilson is of opinion that any attempt to impose the survey 
party on tho tribes by force, exercised either by the Persian authorities or otherwise 
will inall probability be unsuccessful, and will in any case be franght with considerable 
danger: 

“Ciptain Wilson, therefore, expresses the ope that neither the syndicate nor the 
survey. party. themselves will make any attempt to deal with the tribes or other local 
authorities either through the Persian Government or through their official agents, 
and suggests that, in the interests of the party, he should himself bo instructed to 
make tho necessary arrangements with the tribes. eta 

Sir W. ‘ownley supports Captain Wilson’s opinion, in which Sir E. Grey concurs, 
and Lam to state that directions have been given by telegraph for tho issue to 
‘Captain Wilson of instructions in the sense proposed by him. 

1am to ask that orders in conformity with the arrangement contemplated may 
also be given to the survey party. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(13206) No, 597. 
Foreign Office to Persian Railways Syndicate, 


Foreign Ofice, March 28, 1913, 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edvard Grey to. acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th instant, relative to the objections raised by the Persian Government 
to the procedure proposed by your syndicate in. connection with the dispatch of a 
party to survey the alignment of the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway, rl 
Tam to state that Sir E. Grey shares the yiew that the attitude of the Persian 
Government in this matter is unjustified, and that he concurs in the terms of the 


Sir, 


* Also to Board of Trad, mutatis jutandis, * Wo. 455, 


telegram which you propose to address to the eyndicate’s agent at Tehran on the 
subject. 

Tam to state that Sir E. Grey has accordingly addressed a telegram to His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran informing him of this view, and authorising him to use 
the arguments contained in your message in reply to tho protest of the Persian 
Government, and to urge them to send a surveyor to Mohammerah at once, 

Tam to ask that, in order to enable Sir W. Townley to carry out these instructions, 
Afr. Wood may be instructed to communicate to him the telegram in question. 

Tam, dc. 
‘LOUIS MALLET, 





{14343} No. 598. 
India Offce to Foreign Ofice—(Received Mareh 29.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs and forwards herewith, for the information of the 
Secretary of State, copy of « telegram from the Viceroy, dated 28th March, 1913, 
regarding the situation in Shiraz, : 


India Office, March 28, 1913, 


Enclosure in No. 598. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Tolographig) P. March 28, 1913, 

_ PLEASE refer to your telegram of 26th instant regarding Shiraz, We consulted 
ea Bushire, on ‘proposal of consul at Shiraz, and received following, telegraphio 
reply:— 

The fact that Governor-General, who must derive comfort from haying our troops 
at hand, did not object to their being withdrawn, rather surprised me, In correspon. 
dence of September 1911 it wus always contemplated, go far as Iwas concerned, that 
their retention for tivo yeark or moro might be. required; existing situation isin no 
‘way so clear or 60 hopeful as to free one from misgivings when considering the with- 
drawal at this moment of the troops, Regimental and military considerations have, 
however, been strongly urged in its favour, while the Government of India and Hi 
Majesty's Government, have accepted it in principal, together with the incidental 
and loss of credit. possibly involved, ns a factor in their policy. Tt seems no moro than 
logical therefore that, avoiding half measures, we should, if possible, withdraw from the 
interior all additional men, and return to normal conditions, It is cleat that O'Connor 
considers his personal escort to be sufficient, and that to withdraw the infantry ns well 
as the Central India Horse would not, in his opinion, seriously jeopardise safety of the 
conmulate.. T agree, with reference to this point, that polities of Fars do net ae present 
exhibit any special feature suggesting probability of deliberate attack on the consulate, 
Further, Lam of opinion that great risk of being. attacked—auch greator than that 
incurred by the cavalry in leaving Shiraz—would be run by a party of 100 men 
proceeding’ there just: now.” fi 


., Retention of detachment of infantry docs not appear to us to be open to samo 
political objections as are applicable to retention of Central India Horse, - In 1911 we 
sent, up detachment to afford consulate increased protection ; such protection, we 
‘consider, it is not desirable to withdraw till the effective organisation of'the gendarmerie 
is completed. Consular escort often sowars would not be suflicient, in event of riot oF 
local disturbance, to put safety of European community and consulate beyond doubt ; a 
detachment of sixty men, on the other hand, would very likely be able to maintain their , 
position till successful restoration of order by local, authorities, We also feel that it is 
hot desirable that the evidenoe alorded by this guard at Shiraz, of our pocial status in 
the neutral zone, should be given up, and the infantry. guard ‘undergo no particular 


[1602] i 5 





ardship in being retained. ‘Their presence at Shires might be very useful if there ts 
10 improvement in tho situation, ‘while there should be no difficalty in withdrawing 
them if the sitnation does improve within a few months. 

(Repeated to Resident, Bushire,) 





(14387) No. 599. 
‘Preasury to Foreign Ofice—(Received March 29.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, March 28, 1913. 
” TN reply. to Sir Tr Mallets letter of the 25th instant, relative to the financial 
advaneos tothe Persian Government, I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His 
Hfojesty's treasury to request you to inform the Secrotary of State that they approve 
‘the proposal pat forward in. the letter from the India Office, dated the 14th instants 
thavthe ropaymonts of eapital on account of the eum of 140,0001, advanced in 1012 

should he postponed until the 2st March, 1015. 
a 


um, &e. 
ROBERT CHALMERS. 





(14428) No. 600, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey:—(Received March 29.) 
{sirmehic) _ Tehran, March 29, 1913. 
FOUR telogram No. 153 of 27th March : Lake Urmia concession. ; 
T soo no objection to our supporting the Russian demand, I have already said, 
in answer to onquities of various Ministers, that I believe Russian Government attach 
iat Tmportango to the granting of this coueession, which should present eertain 
Hermitage to Persia in that it should verve to develop trade interests of district 

conaarnad.. [gather that it will mest with very considerable opposition. | M 
at havo @ great value until the railway is made, and that its nego- 

ned wintil the Medjliss reassembles. cA 

fove that there is any active Russian opposition here to 
fo known that Russia has mado friendly 
 Mohammersh Railway and the, mining 
aleulated to help rather than to hinder us, 


tations about the: needless 
‘about which I om in 
who. considers. 





(14429) No. 601. 
Sir Ws Townley to Sir Rdward Grey—(Received March 29.) 
RS. 134.) 


Telegraphic.) R. ‘Tehran, Mareh 29, 1913... 
TAM repeating your telegram No, 155 of 28th March to Shiraz for consul’s 
observations. ‘ 

Visit to Soulet, who has been reinstated by Pefsian Government, has the spproval 
of the Governor-General, and gendarmes should be on road in foree when the consul 
‘returns. : 


St 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 29.) 
(No. 135:) 
(Telographic.) Tehran, March 20, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 74 of 11th February. _ 

Minister of the Interior having mentioned two days ago intention of the Persian 
Government to collect force amounting to 8,600 men, 5,000 for Pars and 3,00 for 
Burujird, where disorders aro threatened, I yesterday told Minister for Foreign Affairs 
‘that a force of this size would be small army, and should be under foreign officers. 

His Excellency agreed, and said that in view of Russian objection to Swedes it 
had been decided to engage Danes, but that he considered this arrangement most 
unsatisfactory, and would much prefer in the circumstances greater development of 
gendarmerie. He still hopes that Russian opposition to Swedes may be overcome, 

‘This appears to me a moro satisfactory scheme under the present financial 
conditions. I have said that I should deprecate dispatch of the usual disorderly rabble 
which makes a Persian army, to Fars, and have urged that every assistance should be 
given to the Governor-Gencral to form local force capable pf offering some resistance 
to tibal presure that may be expected in a ‘month or two, and to support. gendarmerie 
if necessary. 

"Situation in Luristan is threatening for Sultanabad,* whero there are considerable 
British interests, No gendarmerie force is available, and there is nothing for it but a 
force under native officers this spring. It is in Russian sphere of influence. 


(14448) No, 003. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 29.) 
Cieiggaphia). 2 
‘ele, ic.) a St, Petersburgh, March 29, 1913. 
You mR telegram No, 268 of 27th March. a 
Memorandum from Russian Government states that’ they have reveived similar 
yposals from Russian group of Société Btudes, Russian Government do not consider 
that such an arrangement, would be accepted by the Persian Government, or that it 
ould be imposed on them, for Persia, having always fulfilled her fnaieial obligations 
should not be-treated as an insolvent debtor. Russian Government consider, therefor 
that a clause might be inserted in the loan. agreement stipulating thnt financial control 
thal ofr Ineo the Pensan Goveramet soa be uae tomer thr 
liabilities. 
Russian Government quite agree that two Governments should not commit 
themselves without previous agreement, and they await any further communica 
which yon may have to make on the subject. 


Copy by post to-night. 


(14878) No. 604. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther, 
(No. 161. 


(Pelegraphie.) BR Foreign Ofiee, March 29, 1013 
OUR telegram No. 169 of 28th March : Tureo-Persian enna 
approve your proposal to press for immediate written reply. 
‘As coon as you receive it, please telograph exact proposals mado in it, 
‘(Repeated to St. Petersbiurgh, No. 282, and Tehran, No, 163.) 


G0 miles north-east of Barapa, 
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Noy 605. 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reeeived March 30:) 
(No. 176, 
{ieegrsphio). Re Constantinople, March 30, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No, 161 of 29th March. Deal hie 
Grand Vivier is to-day telegraphing to Hakki Pasha instructing hi at 
fof your wishing it, to give you a written reply respecting Mohammerab boundary. His 
Jntontion, he says; had. been to givo it at the samt time ag an answer was given on all 
(questions mentioned in your note to Turkish Ambassador in London of 18th July last 
‘Aegotiations relative to which he considers as nearing completion, 














[14590] No. 606. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mareh 31.) 


se oe : Tehran, March 1 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 121 of to-day's date, I have th r 
forward to you herewith copy of the letter from the Persian Minister for Foreign 
‘Airs to Mr, Wood, representative of the Persian Railway Syndicate, protesting 
‘against the procedure adopted by the syndicate with regard’ to survey operations in 
connostion with the Mohammeral-Khorematd Railway. 
ave, 


ke, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





Enclosure in No. 606. 


Vossuk-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Wood. 
Monsieur, : Téhéran, le 18 mars, 1913. 
TEN réponse & votre lettre du 16 courant, me signalant V'srrivée prochaine de 
quatre, ingénivurs 2 Mohunmerah, Je 10 avril, pour ontroprendre les études 
prdliminaires ( i ") du trae. de la ligue de chemin de fer do 














ros (* reconnais f 
Mohammerah-Khorromabad, jai Vhonneur d'attirer yotre attention sur l'incom- 
patibilité de cette prooédure avec Jos accords établis entre mon Gouvernement et le 
Aynidicat, tols qulils sont consignés dans ma lettre du 8 courant. ; . 
En effet, il dtait convenu que le Gouvernement Impérial entreprendrait & ses frais 
(prdulables aux études du 

opter, soit pour la 
ion, TL est 











fioune dépense ayant trait aux études ¢ 
partic in fine div téldgramme do votre syn 
probably commence work end of September.” 
‘La procéduré 1a plus conforme & nos convention arait, dds lors, étre la 
suivante ; convocation en tout premier lieu d'une réunion ‘éhéran & laquelle serait 
repréeuté le Gouvernement: Impérial t lo syndicat ct gpdcalement pour les questions 
Gordro technique, les ingéniours des deux parties, & Veilet de se mettre préalublement 
aciord quand Tétenduo et aux objets de telles études préiminaires, et quant aa 
sonnel technique ou autres, ainsi qifau budget des frais qui seraient: nésessaires pour 
Ja mission qui Tul seat dévolue, aprds examen de la question par les membres convoqués 
2 ladite réunion, : z 2 
En conséquence, je vous prie do fuire part & votre syndicat: quo le Gouvernement 
Aunpérial, ne pouvant approuyer un modus operandi autre que celui quia été prévu par 
og conventions, invite lo Persian Railways Syndicate conformer ws opértions, ds le 
xx dispositions qui découlent de ma Isttre du $ courant susmentionn 
Se BRE - VOSSOUGH-ED-DOVLEH, 
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(14476) No. 607. 
nia vse) SiG Laather to ir oad Grey-—Rerioed Alara 3.) 
(No. 242.) 
‘Sir, Constantinople, March 25, 1913. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 75 of the ih instant, I have the honour to 
report that I have been in consultation with the Russian Embassy on the subject of the 
ession of territory in the neighbourhood of Zohiab, which it may be found advisable to 
make to Turkey in connection with the settlement of the Turco-Persian frontier question, 
and M, de Giers has informed me as I reported in my telegram No, 162 of the 18th 
instant, that he sees no objection to the adoption in principle of the Tine which you 
consider might be recommended for that purpose to the two interested Governments. 
His Excellency, however, considers, and Tam quité in agreement with him, that the line 
must be adopted as only approximative and as liable to modifications to suit the local 
tribal conditions, I was also informed that information in the possession of the Russian, 
Embassy showed that the inhabitants of the plain of Serkala belong to tho Shia gect of 
slam, and its therefore puggested tht it might bo advisable to dellct tho line as 
proposed by Messrs, Orloff and Soane, so as to leave the Serkala Plain in Persian, 
territory. It was pointed out in reply to this euggestion-that if this was the case it 
would certainly have been known to Messrs. Orloff and Soane, who in their proposals 
had given due weight toreligious considerations and would not therefore in this instance 
have disregarded them without adequate reason. -M. de Giors, however, was anxious 
to set tho mattor at rest and said that lie would ask M. Orloff, who was about to procedd 
to Russia overland, to go vid the Zohab district to examine the question on the spot if 
the state of his health pornitted. M. Orloff has now replied that he will start on’ the 
propoed journey ina voryfow days and M, do Cire sont to inform ino yostorday that 
i desires to reserve his final observations on the proposed line until é.has roceived 
M. Orloff’ report. Hence the delay in sending the despatch promised in my above- 
mentioned telegram, 

Thave not suggested that Mr. Soano should accompany M, Orloff as tho points’ to 
de ascertained appear to be of very spall importance, 

I venture to sugizest that in tho interests of accuracy Mr. Soane should be invited 
to lay down the line provisionally adopted on the reduction of the Identio Map. 

Thave, &&, 
GERARD LOWTHER. 



































(14563) No. 608. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received Mareh 31.) 
(No. 101.) 
Sir, St, Petorsburgh, March 26, 1013, 





WITH reference to previous) telegraphic correspondence, 1 have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith copy of an aide-mémoire which T have received from’ the 
Russian Ministry for Foreign Affiirs in regard to the Lake Urmin navigation 


‘concession, 
Thaye, &. 
GEORGE W, BUCHANAN. 


Enclosure in No. 608, 
Aide-mémoire. 


AINSI qu'il» ét6:constaté dans Paidesmémoire do 1'Ambussado britannique en date 
8 (21) thurs courant, le Goavernement Impérial n'avait ‘pas posé comme condition de 
anie 8 fire au Gouvernement pursan’ lo consentement de ep dernier & la concession 
de navigation sur le luc d'Ourmiah, ‘Toutofois, yu qu'tune\ concession importante: avait 
lids tite pis Te Gowertiseent rasmo quant atx modalités du tomboursomel tide Pavano, 
Id Charge d?'Affuires do Russio A Tchéran: avait. ét6 ‘insteuit'ld’exprimer Yespoir quo le 
Gouvernement du Schah ne manquera pas de son edté do mener A bonne finy-daneitm 
temps aussi bref que possible, In question ci-dessus mentionnée, ML Sabling ayant 
inclu ce soubait dans sa note au sujet de V'amortissement de lavance, le Gouvernement 
[1602] oM 
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persan 'a prié den faire Vobjet d’ane note séparée. Le Chargé d’Affaires a été 
Ataris atin d cotte demande, et il fut espérer qui ny aura plus de diieuleés 
2 procéder immédiatement a la siguature de Varrangement au sujet de la 
‘Le Gouvernement Impérial croit, devoir ajouter qu'il attache une grande importance 
Ala concession de navigation sur lo lac d/Ourmiah, qui présente en méme temps de. 
ands avantages pour fe Gouvernement persan, vu que dans Métat actuel des choses ce 
Aeenier ne tire aucun profit de gette entreprisc.. Il serait par consgquentdésirable que 
a Légation britannique 4 ‘Téhéran prétit dans la mesure du possible son appui A la 
‘Légation Impériale pour In réalisation de ce projet. 


Saint-Péterabourg, le 11 (24) mars, 1913. 














(14602) No, 609. 
Sir W. Dounley to Sir Bdicard Orey.—(Recetved March 31.) 

No, 136.) 

(Telographic.) 1. Lehran, March 31, 1913, 


YOUR telegram No. 155 of 28th March, 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Shiraz 


“T do not think that I should run any risk on my return journey. Accidents are 
always possible in this country, but. that applies to every time I go out shopping. 
During the last three months I have been moving about freely all round Shiraz to 
‘istance of 20 to 30 miles without ever encountering the smallest difficulty, and Tam 
suro that such movements on tho part of the consul are productive of good feeling and 
tend to facilitate his work in the province. 























(14729) No. 610, 
J Sir R. Rodd to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Mareh 31.) 
(No. 63.) 
(Delographic,) BR. Rome, March 31, 1913, 
YOUR atogram No. 119 of 28th March 
Prefect of Venico reports that ex-Shah is not and has not been there. He 






‘suggests that presence of Prince Fuad may have given rise to rumour. 





{13435) No, 611. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 165.) 
‘Telographic.) Re Foreign Offee, March 31, 1913. 
YOUR telogram No. 127 of 25th March; Shiraz detachment. 
Infantry may be withdrayn, and will not be replaced. 








{14211} No, 612. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 166.) : % 
(elegraphic,) R. Forcign Office, March 31, 1913. 


YOUR telegram No, 132 of 28th March : ‘Troops for Bushire. 

If Sir P, Cox does not require the infantry now, why should they be necessary 
Tater on, a8 it appears that the Constant outrage was an isolated incident due to a 
personal desire for revenge by a dismissed customs employé ? 

Unless their presence is imperative I am inclined to advocate the return of the 
Rajputs to Jask, in which caso uo communication to the Persian Government will be 
necessary. 

Please consult Sir P. Cox, 


eee 
























rate 
111026) No. 613. 
iy Sir Raveard Grey to Sir W. Townley 
0. 52) 
& Foreign Ofice, March 31, 1913, 


“GIN your despatch No. 37 of the 16th February you reported that. you had urged 
the Bakhtiar! Hons to fufict condiga punishment upon the brigande who attacked 
Lieutenant Bullock near Dapaulan in November last, and in your despatch No, 43 of 
the 28th February I read that, after paying 1261.—the loss actually incurred by 
Lieutenant Ballock—Samsam-es-Sultanch added that, if you so ordered him, he would 
pay the entire claim, and that the question of the 500L, claimed as personal 
compensation should receive attention after communication with Sardar Jang. 
Trogret that Tam unable to seo any satisfactory evidence of really good intentions 
on the part of the Bakhtiari khans, and I have to request. you—unless you seo any 
reat objection to such a course—to inform them that His Majesty's Government are 
lisappointed that after five months, they have neither punished the culprits nor paid 
the further claims in the matter stil! outstanding. 
Should any settlement now be made, the amount will of courso bo deducted from 
the claims against the Persian Government, 









Tam, &o. 
BE, GREY, 








113342] No. 614, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Hakki Pasha, 


HIS Mojosy’s Principal Socrotary of Stato for Worcign Airs, prevents his 
compliments to Hakki Pasha and has the honour to ask whether his Highnoss has yet 
received o reply from the Grand Vizier to the formula recommended for adoption in 
the settlement of the ‘Turco-Persian frontier question. 

Sir Edward Grey attaches great importance to the early solution of this question 
‘and ventures to express the hope that the reply of Mahmud Shovket Pasha, clearly 
specifying the compensation, referred to in point 4 of tho formula, which ‘Turkey would 
demand in th rogions baton the 2nd and 36th dogroes of latitude, will not be long 

ved. 


Foreign Ofice, March 31, 19134 


















